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Immaculate conception

Barak promises tor
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Wye Peace Accord

EREZ CROSSING POINT
(Gaza Strip), July 11: Israel's
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
held his first summit today
with Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat and emerged pledging to
‘move  forward in peace' to-
gether, reports AP.

"Both sides have suffered
enough.” the new Israeli prime
minister said at a news confer-
ence afterward, as Arafat
looked on, nodding. "Palestini-
ans and Israelis alike are wait-
ing for us ... to provide them
with a better and safe future.”

"It is time to put an end to the
cycle of violence and confronta-
tion," Arafat said.

Heading into the meeting,
Barak warned it would take
time to get diplomacy back on
track. But Palestinian officials
demanded quick action as a
show of good faith.

'We expect full compliance'
on existing agreements, Arafat

told Barak. The Israeli leader

romised to implement the US-

rokered Wye Accord and con-
sult with the Palestinians
about how to wrap that in with
so-called final status talks
leading to a permanent peace
accord,

The session at a border
crossing between Israel and the
Gaza Strip lasted little over an
hour. The two leaders — Barak
in a dark suit, Arafat, in his
trademark fatigues — shook
hands and waved to onlookers
as they entered the meeting
room.

‘Barak's words about peace
have to be followed up by deeds,'
Palestinian parliament
speaker Ahmed Qureia, also
known as Abu Ala. told official
Voice of Palestine radio before
the meeting began.

Palestinian officials said
their main demand was to im-
plement the US-brokered Wye

River accord and other existin
agreements that call for Israe
to hand over more West Bank
land and release several hun-
dred Palestinian prisoners.
They also wanl a halt to Jewish
settlement-building.

Barak, though, sought to
dampen expectations about

timing.
"The diplomatic road will

not be short,” he told a Cabinet
meeting — his first — hours be-

fore the summit. He briefed
ministers on talks Friday with
Egypt's President Hosni
Mubarak and upcoming meet-
ings with Jordan's King Abdul-
laE 11 and US President Bill
Clinton. the Cabinet said in a
statement.

Security was tight for the
summit. More than 100 jour-
nalists on hand to cover the

event spent an hour passing

through metal detectors before-
hand.

Power agreement
signed

Power Grid Company of
Bangladesh Ltd. (PGCB) and M/s
LG Engineering Ltd., Korea, has
signed an agreement yesterday
for extension of 230/132 KV
Haripur and Comilla (North)
Substations on turn-key basis

Khaleda tells partymen

Strengthen party to

win elections

BNP Chairperson Begum

retary General Abdul Mannan
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Bitter truth

President Shahabuddin Ahmed, flanked by former
Justice Habibur Rahman (right), breaks

yesterday.

President

From Page 1
other banks, some having over
Tk 1,000 crore each overdue
loans, are getting shelter from
political parties.

Former chief adviser in the
caretaker government
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
delivered the second Nurul
Matin Memorial Lecture on
‘Ethics in Banking' at the func-
tion.

Rahman called for having a
code of ethics in the banking
sector and compliance with a
circular issued E_‘f the central

chief adviser of caretaker government
the silence over political financing at the BIBM,

— PID photo

India goes to polls -

Sept 4-Oct 1

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, July 11: India's
election commission today an-
nounced a five-phased schedule
for parliamentary elections
with balloting taking place on
September 4, 11, 17, 24 and Oc-
tober one in one of the most
staggered polling to be held in

nouncement of the schedule but
said it was unable to understand
the rationale behind what it
termed "early announcement”.
Gill said he had held meet-
ings with all recognise parties
on May 3 and a subsequent
meeting of national parties on

: a . . . ! ent history.
The Urdu poet Mirza Ghalib termed the mango as God's under Meghnaghat Power | [Khaleda Zia has asked her par- may?n. ] vll:EHhC]halrg_]an bank in 1996 which specified recThL]::;:ﬂnrﬁng Fhalii i fg:é;;&;:n%est“ﬁ&?g?ssment of
most perfect creation. The summer fruit remains abundant | Station Associated ;};Tgifllﬂtgtfaﬂe the "fascist” gov- Eﬂ}rzi]%? Islam, umna civi- | the responsibilities, powers and be held on October 5 and 6, said He said there was complete

and cheap even in monsoon this year.
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could be cheaper

By Reaz Ahmad

With the season almost over,
mangoes still remmain abundant
in the city markets at a cheaper
price compared to previous
years, thanks to bumper pro-
duction this year.

But retailers and whole-
salers said the fruit could have
been offered at a much lower
price had there been some sort
of control over extortionists
who collect unauthorised toll
on mango-laden trucks almost
at will,

Mohiuddin supplies mango
to city's burgeoning fruit mar-
kets in Badamtali, Sadarghat
and Gulistan areas after procur-
ing the fruit from different
mango gardens in Rajshahi. On
his way from Rajshahi to the
capital, Mohiuddin has to count
over Tk 1000 per truck as toll
money. He has lost faith in
members of law-enforcing
agencies, who, he says, main-
tain unholy alliance with the
toll collectors.

illegal imports of mango
from across the border also
irked the Badamtali traders.
Sadhan Chandra Das, vice pres-

Alleged terrorist
held in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 11: An
alleged terrorist was arrested
from Agrabad area in the city
last night.

Double Mooring thana police
arrested him from a place
behind "Mistimukh” at Sheikh
Mujib Road.

The arrested was identified
as Md Maksudur Rahman alias
Masud alias Rana, 27, He was
arrested in connection with five
criminal cases filed with the
same thana, police said.

Meanwhile, CMP police ar-
rested 48 people on various
charges from different thana
areas of the city in the last 24
hours ending at 6 am today.

ident of the Fruit Merchants'
Association, told The Daily
Star that a low price because of
import during the peak-season
would frustrate local mango
growers and urged for an end to
mango import.

Meanwhile, the season's
mango bonanza saw a rapid ex-
pansion of mango markets
across the city, Traditional
fruit markets apart, baskets
full of mangoes are now finding
their ways to every city neigh-
bourhoeds.

Badsha sells mango at a lit-
tie shop facing Sadarghat
launch terminal. For him fall
in mango price is no good news.
But increase in sales volume
brings in much profit for him to
forget the price factor. “There
are over 50 fruit shops in the
vicinity. I can guess an average
business of Tk 5000 per shop a
day,” he said.

Despite a huge supply of
mangoes there have been no re-
ports of wastage. The only time
they rot is during hartals and
other communication disrup-
tion.

Girl shot dead
by extortionists
in Feni

From Our Correspondent

FENI, July 10: A minor girl
was shot dead and a young boy
injured with bullet by a gang of
extortionists at village Hakdi
under Sadar thana this morn-
ing.

Police and witnesses said,
the gang demanded toll from
Noor Ahmed and his brother
Abdul Kuddus at around 9:30
am. As they refused to pay toll,
the extortionists shot at Kam-
runnahar Shirin, 10, daughter
of Noor Ahmed and Nurul Ab-
sar, 20, son of Abdul Kuddus.
Shirin died on the spot while
Absar was admitted to Feni
Sadar hospital.

=

Transmission Lines Project,
says a press release,

crore, was signed by
Mohammed Salim, Company
Secretary of PGCB and Ki-Joo
Han, Project Manager. M/s LG
Engineering Ltd., Korea, Senior
officials of both the parties
were present.

The work will be completed
by October 2000. The extension
work will facilitate S‘I.:.Ic? ly of
450 MW power generat y the
Meghnaghat Power Station to
the national grid, the press re-
lease added.

BNP Kishoreganj

unit dissolved

By Staff Correspondent

The BNP has dissolved its
Kishoreganj district committee
and formed a new 104-member
convening committee headed by
Mujibur Rahman Manju, MP.

asud Helali, Giasuddin and
Mujibul Hag Chunnu have been
made joint convenors of the
new committee, said a BNP
press release yesterday.

All activities of the now dis-
solved committee headed by
Major (Retd) Akhteruzzaman
MP had long been suspended
due to intra-party conflict over
leadership.

Police-BCL clash

Gazipur BIT
closed sine die

GAZIPUR, July 11: Bangla-
desh Institute of Technology
(BIT) has been declared closed
sine die after a clash between
BCL supporters and police on
the campus today, reports UNB.

BIT authorities took the de-
cision at an emergency meeting
soon after the incident and de-
clared the closure of the insti-
tute for an indefinite period.

Witnesses and police said a
group of BCL activists attacked
the administrative office at 10
am and damaged the furniture
and equipment after the au-
thorities announced the list of
seven students, including BCL
President Amirul Hag, pun-
ished on various terms.

politically by
strengthening the organisation,
reports UNB,

strong organisation is neces-
sary to reach the goal," she said
addressing a closed door meet-
ing of BNP's Magura district
committee at her Minto Road
official residence.

The opposition leader has
started a series of meetings to
exchange views with BNP's dis-
trict cornmittees to know the
nr%anisatinnal situation as
well as the opinion of local
leaders.

She will exchange views
with 21 full-fledged district
committees in the first phase
that began on Friday with Ra-

jbari district committee.

The meeting that lasted
more than three hours, most of
the members of 151 strnng
Magura district committee an
leaders of front organisations
led by district BNP president
Kazi Salimul Hug Kamal were
present.

Twenty-five district and cen-
tral leaders, including BNP Sec-

Ban on import of
SSP fertiliser,

gypsum

The government embargoed
opening of fresh LC for import-
ing powdered SSP fertiliser and
also banned import of gypsum,
reports UNB.

"Decision to prohibit the
import of gypsum was taken be-
cause domestic production of
the fertiliser is quite sufficient
compared to the demand," said
an official announcement.

Embargo on LC opening for
SSP imports came following
reports that the single super-
phosphate fertiliser is adulter-
ated with substandard material.

The measures were taken at
a meeling of the advisory com-
mittee on fertiliser distribution
at the industries' ministry, yes-
terday,

The meeting projected an
enhanced demand tar%let of urea
fertiliser of 23 lakh metric
tonnes for the country in the
new (1999-2000) fiscal year.

Last year's demand was
21.79 lakh mts.

organising secretary
Mashiur Rahman and Mofiqul
Hasan Tripti, spoke at the meet-

retary Ahmed Nazir briefed
newsmen soon after the meet-
ing,

gﬂegurn Zia said the organisa-
tion would have to be strength-
ened by inducting active and
useful people in the party.

"Without a strong organisa-
tion it is not possible to win
clections." she told her follow-
ers and instructed them to con-
stitute powerful committees in
respective areas to guard the
polling centres.

The former prime minister
told her party activists that this
was not the time to think who
would get nomination for the
next elections,

"Popularity will have to be

: See page 11 Col 8

5 held while
committing
dacoity

By Staff Correspondent

Five people were arrested
while they attempted to commit
a dacoity at a house at Mirpur
in the city yesterday evening.

The arrested were identified
as Jainul, 22, Ruhul, 25, Salam,
20, Hannan 24, and Alauddin,
20. Police also recovered a
firearm from one of them.

A team of Detective Branch
police along with Mirpur thana
police, after being informed
that a gang of dacoits was
preparing to commit a robbery
at a residence at Housing Street
at Mirpur Section-2, lay an am-
bush near the house,

At about 5pm, when the gang
entered the house, police
swooped on the gang. The da-
coits retaliated by exploding
several crackers, leaving two
sub-inspectors Kasem and Firoz
injured, police said.

Hearing the explosion, local
people rushed to the spot and
caught five of the gang while
seven others managed to escape.
Reinforcement from Police
Control Room rushed to the
spot and rescued the five from
the mob, police added. The in-
{:lred dacoits were sent to a city

ospital, police added,

facilities of chairmen. direc-

tors and chief executive officers
of banks.

fairness, honesty, courtesy,
self-restraint and considera-
tion for others. It is based on a
collective sense of right and
wrong which is influenced b
the time frame and by the cul-
tural background of a society.

"As a first step, the banks are
to set their homes in proper or-
der. Without a dependable
work-ethics, their conflictin
goals of solvency, liquidity an
profits cannot be successfully
reconciled," Rahman said.

Hegardingf delay in l[m:l.i::ial
process, the former chief justice
called for a survey of a hundred
or more cases that had already
been disposed of.

He said that the records,
particularly the order sheets,
should be examined to find out
who were actually responsible
for the delay — the banks' execu-
tives, employees, their lawyers,
functionaries of the courts or
the presiding judges.

The former chief justice also
said when a number of similar
cases were going before the
courts, the judgement in one
case could cut short proceedings
in other cases.

He said that an ethical
banker is expected to apply val-
ues wider than his exclusive at-
tention to economic values.

Rahman suggested enact-
ment of relevant laws meticu-
lously setting checks and bal-
ance. Select committees in par-
liament should examine more
minutely the working of the
banks and an ombudsman
should be appointed, he felt

He, however, cautioned that
all these steps would not be of
much help without having lead-
ers with high ethical standard.

(See Business Page for
related story)

'Abductors' held

BANDARBAN, July 11: Ban-
darban police arrested three
people in connection with the
abduction of contractor Nazrul
Islam from Napitpukuria under
Rangunia thana, in the early
hours of today, reports BSS.

The arrested were identified
as Ali Akbar, Sayed Baker and
Abul Kashem.

the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Manohar Singh

Gill said the coming elec-
tions would be held in the extra-
ordinary situation in the con-
text of the Kargil stand-off with
Pakistan. It is for the first time
that the exercise would be held
in September-October,

The election schedule was re-
leased two months after the dis-
solution of Lok Sabha (lower
house of parliament) following
the fall of Vajpayee government

in a confidence vote and the ug—

position parties failure to co
ble an alternative.

Main opposition Congress
welcomed &e election schedule
saying it was the best possible
looking at the present con-
straints and eircumstances.

Ruling BJP hailed the an-

unanimity in the perception of
all the parties to hold elections

g Financed by the Asian X ' . _ Gill who released the election as planned.
| M. till abundant, | vooese: s the ageee | Pegpics thinking wil bave  ing , He said code of ethics s a | oo oo'orecs, e ©
mg Oes s u m?;i.ﬂﬁmgunting to Tk. aﬁ% 84 to be changed thro politics ... BNP chairperson's press sec- code of conscience based on here, . i

Ctg BCL observes

hunger strike

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jul 112
Some activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League city unit, ob-
served a token hunger strike in
front of Chittagong press club
today deman in% release of
Awami League leader AZM
Nasir,

Nasir was arrested in Dhaka
on July 6 in connection with
several criminal cases includ-
ing murder.

The BCL activists belonging
to Nasir faction joined the

hunger strike for about six
hours from 1 l-am.

cTTARET

Planned transport
strike in Ctg

. Divn postponed

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 11:
Greater Chittagong Truck Own-
ers Coordination Council today
postponed its 48-hour transport
sirike scheduled to begin in
Chittagong Division
Tuesday,

The postponement of the
strike came in a meeting held
between the mayor of Chit-
tiﬁnng City Corporation Mohi-
uddin Chowdhury and Council
leaders at the corporation office
this afternoon, meeting sources
said.

City Corporation sources
said the leaders of transport
owners agreed to postpone their
programime till July 25 follow-
ing assurance given by the
mayor of CCC to take up their
demands with the government.

The meeting continued for
over two hours from 1-30 pm,
corporation sources said.

The council called the trans-
port strike to press its various
demands.

The demands include with-
drawal of additional tax in the
national hudﬁel. 25 per cent ex-
tra charge for registration of
vehicles and VAT imposed on
the retail price of tubes.

from

4 more outlaws
surrender

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 11: A re-
ional leader of outlawed Purba
anglar Communist Party to-

day surrendered to the Superin-
tendent of Police, Jessore along
with his three accomplices.

Police said, Zafar Sheikh, a
regional leader of the party in
north-east zone of the district
surrendered to the SP in his of-
fice with arms and ammuni-
tion.

The three others who sur-
rendered along with Zafar are
Kismat, Azgar and Harun. They
also deposited their arms and
ammunition.

College student
stabbed to death
at Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, July 11: A
college student was stabbed to
death allegedly by a local youth
at Kalibari in the town Satur-
day, reports UNB.

Police said Monjurul Alam
Liton, 20, a student of Lal-
monirhat Government College,
was stabbed by one Masum
while plaving chess with his
iriends in a shop.
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