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Family Planning Programme in Bangladesh:

To day is world Population Day, the
11th July. This day reaffirms our
commitment fowards population and
development. The year is observed
with a theme "Count-up to the Day
of 6 Billion", It took all of time for
world population to reach 2 billion in
1927- then less than a life time to
arrive at 6 billion. World population
has now doubled since 1960.

The lion share of population growth
in future will be in developing
countries like Bangladesh. The
population of Bangladesh is now
around 12,50 crores which was
about 4.00 crores in 1951.

It is apprehended that the
population of Bangladesh will be 21
crores In 2020 AD. This trend of
population growth will have adverse

impaciqe 0 goopamy, -sacial life;- -

political * arena,* envirdnment,
education, health, nutrition and
empioy-ment of human resources.
Thus, it is imperative to take all
Inttiatives and key actions to limit the
size of the population at the desired
level.

In Bangladesh, significant changes
occured in demographic pattern,
reproductive behaviour,
empowerment of woman and
poverty alleviation during last three
decades. The achievements of
Bangladesh have been acclaimed
round the world. This has been
termed as a 'sluccess under a
challenging environment, when
socio-economic conditions were not
conducive to such a demographic
transition. This happened due to the
continuous commitment of all
Gorvernments' towards family
pianning, parinership of Goverment
and Non-Gowvt  Organisations,
Initiatives of development partners,
proactive role of mass media,
adoption of innc-vative approaches,
availabily of information and facilities
for service providers and above all
dedication of grass-root level
workers. Bangladesh experienced
a significant  sustained fertility
decline over the past 3 decades.
TFR was roughly ‘around 7.00 per

women in 1971 which has now
declined to 3.2 per women.
Similarly, the population growth rate
reduced to 1.6% from about 3% in
1971. Infant Mortality Rate declined
from 150 to 78 per 1000 live births.
Life expectancy at  birth

increa sed to 59.2 from around 40
which was two decades back. CPR
increased to 51% which was hardly
3% in 1971. In order to

reduce the
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An example of achievement
Dhiraj Kumar Nath
Director General, Directorate of Family Planning

mortality and morbidity, 28th May
has ‘been declared as Safe
Motherhood Day. National Poulation

Council has been reconstituted and
B

Green Umbrella Campaign gained
momentum.

In recognition of our effort, the
headquarter of Partners in Popu-
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Executive Director

United Nations Population Fund

MESSAGE

“Starts the Count-up to the Day of 6 Billion

it took all of time for world population to reach 2 billion in 1927
- then less than a lifetime to arrive at 6 billion. World
population has doubled since 1960. Reaching 6 billion marks
a 'success. People today live longer and healthier lives than

any generation in history.

Six billion is also a challenge. Today there are over a billion
young people between 15 and 24 years of age. Their
decisions about the size and spacing of their families will
determine how many people will be on the planet by 2050 and
beyond, Their decisions will also help determine how they live
- in poverty or prosperty; on a green and healthy planet or in a
world devastated by human activities. Good outcomes depend

on good choices.

And good chioces depend on freedom to choose, for women
and men alike, in all areas of life. Reaching 6 billion is not

about numbers. It is about people."

htaive

Dr. Nafis Sadik

lation and Develop-ment, a
collaborative initia-tive of South-
South' co-operation of 14 countries
has been set up in Dhaka.

Yet, there is no room to be
complacent. Our maternal
mortality and morbidity rate
Is 10 times higher than
Malayasia, 6 times higher
than Sri Lanka. The age
structure of population is not
favourable to ensuré sus-
tainable development since
about 42% percent still
remains under 15 years of
age. The GOB has set the
goal of achieving the
replacement level of fertility
..e. Net Reproductive Rate-
one by 2005. For this
purpose, tha. CPR must be

72% and TFR ‘2.1 which"

require massive mobilization
of resources and inputs.

International Conference on
Population and Development
held in Cairo 1994 and New
York's adoption of key
actions, Beijing declaration,
suggested many dynamic
and pragmatic approaches
to contain the population
within the limit. The
reproductive ‘health and
right, gender equity and
empowerment of women,
adolescent and sexual
health, maternal mortality
and morbidity, partnership
and collaboration, and
mobilization of resources are
issues to be addressed
seriously to ensure a desired
population size in a given
period.

The present Govt. with this end in
view, has launched Health and
Population Sector Programme with a
total cost of around 15000 crores.
This largest pro-gramme has been
undertaken to provide health and
family  planning  cove-rage,
particularly for the mother, child and
the poor. Main feature of the
programme is to provide one stop
service through the essential service
package intiative. Pro-gramme has
been faken to establish one
Community  Clinic for 6000
population. The poverty alleviation
and sustainable development have
been integrated with Family Planning
programme.

We hope, Bangladesh will
implementation of its Family Planning
Programme.
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