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Indian troops clear militants
from key battle zone

MUSHKOH VALLEY, India,
July 10: After two months of
heavy ground fighting, Indian
forces pushed Pakistan-based
Islamic guerillas back across
the ceaselire line in a key battle
zone in Kashmir, but suffered
heavy losses in another sector,
reports AP.

Fierce fighting raged Satur-
day morning and Friday night
in Mushkoh Valley, where In-
dia lost 48 soldiers in two days
~ even as Pakistan was asking
Muslim insurgents to help "re-
solve the crisis" in an apparent
call to withdraw,

Indian troops cleared most
intruders from Batalik, the
easternmost of four battle sec-
tors in the Himalayan moun-
tains of Kashmir, and from a
second 'sector, Dras, milita
spokesman Col, Bikram Sing
said Friday.

Indian claims of spectacular
victories in Batalik — capturing
eight mountaintop positions in
less than 24 hours without
losing a soldier — came as Pak-
istan Cabinet's Defence Com-
mittee was meeting in Islam-
abad to ask insurgents for help
resolving the crisis.

It was unclear whether the
rebels retreated from Batalik
in response to political and
diplomatic efforts, or whether
their positions crumbled under
the pressure of Indian fire.

On Friday, top Pakistani
commanders met the leaders of
11 militant groups fighting in
Kashmir to discuss a with-
drawal, a government official

said on condition of
anonymity.
Prime Ministier Nawaz

Sharil is expected to brief his
Cabinet Saturday on the out-
come of his visit to Washington,
where he promised President
Bill Clinton he would take
“concrete steps’ to end the fight-
ing,

Sharif is scheduled to make
a statement in Parliament on
Monday.

In Mushkoh Valley, thou-
sands of paratrooper comman-
does milled about an army base
Saturday. The commandoes
have experience in high-alti-
tude warfare and many of them
were [rom the nearby Siachen
Glacier, where temperatures

routinely plunge to minus 60
Celsius,

An atmosphere of gloom

prevailed in Mushkoh Valley as

79 wounded soldiers were

brought down the mountains on

horses. stretchers and heli-
copters Friday and Saturday,

One of them, Narendra
Singh, hobbled down a snow-
capped hill for five hours, sup-
ported by two soldiers before EE
reached a field medical unit
with a doctor.

"We destroyed three bunkers"
on Point 4875 — known after its

height in meters — in the
Muskhoh Valley, Singh told a
reporter. :

"I climbed on a boulder and
shot three ple. Suddenly 10
to 12 people emerged from be-
hind a rock and fired a machine
gun at us. 1 jumped down 20 feet
and was badly hurt," he said.

Other soldiers said they saw
shell-proof bunkers on the top
of the mountains, One of them,
covered in aluminum sheets
decorated with a crescent, was
used as a mosque by the Islamic
intruders.

Overnight, 155mm Bofors
howitzers fired directly on a
mountain called Rocky Knob
where many intruders were

concentrated. Plumes of smoke
rose from the mountain. "Excel-
lent hit,” an army commander
told a colleague on a field
phone. :

India has divided the 180-
km-wide battlefront into the
operational sectors of Mushkoh
}?iﬂey. Dras, Kaksar and Bata-

1K

It was the first time the Indi-
ans had claimed to reach the
ceasefire line.

'It's now only a matter of a
few days before the last of the
Pakistani intruders are flushed
out — dead or alive," India's De-
fence Minister George Fernan-
des said in a statement.

India says Pakistani troops
are leading 700 to 800 fighters
in Kashmir, a region divided
between the two countries and
claimed in its entirety by both.

But Islamabad says the
fighters are Kashmiri insur-
gents who receive only moral
support from Pakistan.

Spokesman Singh said 639
Pakistani soldiers and more
than 150 Islamic guerillas have
been killed in the fighting since
early May, while 321 Indian
soldiers have died.

Internationals

Soldiers of the Indian Army pose for a picture with the

Indian national flag after they captured back

point 4825

from Muslim infiltrators in the Mushkoh Valley Friday in
the Drass sector of Kashmir. India on Friday claimed the
biggest breakthrough in its two-month-old military
otfensive in Kashmir as all eyes turned to Pakistan and a
peace initiative by Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

— AFP photo
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Lankan President Chandrika Ku

tunga ends Nepal visit : s

maratunga left here Saturday

for her country after a four-day visit to Nepal and a two-day trip
to neighbouring Bhutan, state radio said, AFP reports from

Kathmandu.
Nepal's King Birendra and
ident off at Kathmandu's airpo

(Jueen Aishworya saw the pres-
rt.

KRumaratunga met with leaders of Nepal and Bhutan during
her trip, discussing bilateral and regional isues. including the

conflict between India and
malayan region of Kashmir.

Pakistan over the dispute
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Hostages released in Abkhazia:

All 17 Georgian government officials and journalists held

hostage early Friday were released in the bre

away republic of

Abkhazia, the Inerfax news agency reported, Xinhua says from

Maoscow.

The hostages, including Georgian Health Minister Avtandil

Dzhorbenadze,

Chairman of the Government of the

Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia Londer Tsaav, were seized by
masked gunmen in the Kodorskoye gorge, the only area of
Abkhazia under Georgian control. They were released following
successful negotiations between the authorities and the
- gunmen, Georgian Presidential Press Secretary Vakhtang

Abashidze said.

2 die as jet
A Janker 125 jet plane
Toluca International Ai

crashes in Mexico:

crashed in Mexico City Friday near the
rport, leaving at least two persons dead,

the Civil Protection Direction of the State of Mexico said
.Friday, Xinhua reports from Mexico City. |

The state organisation said that the accident occurred at
05:30 local time, near the airstrip No. 15 of the Toluca In-
ternational Airport. The plane had made a flight of more than
four hours from Los Mochis. in the northwestern state of

Sinaloa.

Iranian leader in Cuba: s e

vice president arrived in La Habana Friday at the head of a
delegation for an official visit aimed at strengthening relations
between the two countries, AFP reports from La Habana.

Hassan Habibi was met at Jose Marti Airport by Cuban Vice
President Carlos Lage, in charge of economic issues on the
communist island. Habibi, 63, was invited to Cuba by Army
Chief Raul Castro, number two man in the island's government
and brother of Cuban leader Fidel. -

Fire damages Kazakstan airport: me

main building of
Almaty has been com

pletel
Saturday. AP !

azakstan's central airport in the capital

destroyed by fire, officials said
reports from Almaty. .

The fire began at midnight Friday, and it took firefighters
five hours to put out the blaze, fire department s?nkesman

Andrei Lavrov said.
Saturday morning.
was caused by li

system of the airport restaurant.

He said overnight flights were de
Lavrov said investigators believe the fire
ghtning, arson or a shert circuit in the electrical

ayed until
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Motorists try to cross flood waters at the

intersection of

Western and Oakey Friday in the central area of Las
Vegas, USA. Cars started floating and drivers were
stranded in the rising waters after record rainfall in the

desert area.

— AFP photo
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Laden’s latest tricks

KUWAIT CITY, July 10: Border
police have arrested an Arab
serving as-'a courier to deliver
forged Kuwaiti citizenship
papers to suspected terrorist
mastermind Osama bin Laden,
newspapers said Saturday, re-
ports AFP.

Police grew suspicious of the
exit stamps in the man's pass-
port as he tried to cross the
western border post of Salmi
into Saudi Arabia on July 3, the
Arab Times said.

Under interrogation, the
man, under a travel ban for
suspected involvement in "sev-
eral cases in Kuwait," said bin
Laden had made a secret visit to
the emirate in 1996 when he
was hosted by a well-known
Ruwaiti family.

He was found carrying forged
citizenship papers with bin
Laden's photograph.

The Arab expatriate, whose
nationality was not disclosed,
had been charged with deliver-
apers lo 4]-year-old
bin Laden, who has been
stripped ol Saudi nationality.

The interior ministry on
Saturday declined to comment
on the reports.

Washington suspects the
Afghanistan-based Islamic
militant of plotting the August
7, 1998 bomb attacks on its em-

bassies in Nairobi and Dar es
i

Salaam, which killed a total of
224 people.

The Saudi millionaire has
also been implicated in the
bombings of New York's World
Trade Center in 1993 and of a
US military housing complex
in Saudi Arabia in 1996.

On Thursay, the United
Stales said a bank in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) had laun-
dered money for bin Laden.

"The government of the
United Arab Emirates has told
us that the Dubai emirate gov-
ernmerit has taken steps to
clean up the bank, the Dubai
Islamic Bank, and to restore its
reputation,” a State Depariment
spokesiman said. '

A US delegation visited the
UAE to voice concern over the
dealings.

The United States has placed
a five million dollar bounty on
bin Laden's head and earlier
this week imposed sanctions
against Afghanistan's ruling
Taliban militia which controls
the area where bin Laden is
slaying.

According to the New York
Times, the foreign minister of
?Egéher G;.],:llh_state. (Qatar. in

ti oil a suspected aide
of Wﬂrﬂ)eTradE Cenﬁ%ﬂ bomber
Ramzi Ahmed Yousef that an
FBI team was on its way to ar-
rest hirnzo 4 2
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An Iranian student demonstrates in
following overnight fierce clashes on
three people were killed and two w
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over the closure of leftist daily Salam.

the centre of Tehran during fresh protests Saturday
the campus of Tehran Univesrity. Iranian papers said
ounded during clashes between police and students

—AFP photo

Minister resigns protesting

- police action
3 Tehran University students killed

TEMRAN, July 10: Iran's
higher education minister re-
signed Saturday after three
Tehran Universily students
were reported dead following
bloody clashes with security
forces that plunged the nation
into political turmoil, reports
AFP.

President Mohammad
Khatami convened an emer-
gency meeting of natianal secu-
rity chiefs to handle the crisis,
sparked by a day of violence
Friday when student protests
over a clampdown on press
[reedom ended in bloodshed.

Fresh demonstrations
erupted Saturday morning as
thousands of students took to
the streets, waving a blood-
stained shirt and chanting
‘Students stand up, your
brother was killed,” "Shamie on
the police," and "End this despo-
tism."”

The Tehran police, whom
witnesses said have closed
down large sections of the capi-
tal, insisted they had only been
carrying out their "legal duty”
by cracking down on the "illegal
gathering™ of student dermon-

strators.

. - Law enforcement forces had
endured repeated “instigations
by a number of opportunist and
adventurous elements,” the
commanders said in statement
carried by the state-run news
agency IRNA.

"The repeated calls by the
commanders of law enforce-
ment forces and the officials
present at the scene inviting the
demmonstrators to stop their il-
legal actions failed and the in-
surgents, insulting the law en-
forcement forces personnel,
entered into clashes with
them," they said,

But one student who asked
not to be named told AFP the
police had "beaten us like lu-
natics."

"The police knocked in the
doors where we were sleeping
and attacked us with tear gas,”
he said,

Television pictures showed
dorm rooms that had been
burned, with windows smashed
and furniture upturned,

Higher Education Minister
Mostala Moin, politically close
to'the maoderate Khatami, ten-

dered his resignation just hours
-after his ministry released an
outspoken statement denounc-
ing the police action.

"The tragic incident of the se-
curity torces entering Tehran
university campus and their
beating up of innocent students
at midnight on Friday ... is not
acceptable under any basis," the
reformist minister said.

"Since the numerous efforts
launched since midnight on
Friday to check the unrest have
produced no result ... I hereby
submit my resignation,” Moin
said in a letter to Khatami.

An interior ministry
spokesman also told IRNA that
t si}ém“ce action was unautho-
ri

There was still no official ca-
sualty toll by midday Saturday
but both the conservative En-
tekhab and reformist Arya pa-
pers said the clashes had left
three students dead.

The leftist daily Kar-o-Kar-
ar, close to trade union circles
ere, said one student had been

“thrown out of a second-floor
window" and that 50 people had
been wounded, ¢

UNSC promises to lift
sanctions on Libya

UNITED NATIONS, July 10:
The Security Council compli-
mented the government of
Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddali on Friday for its coop-
eration in the Lockerbie bomh-
ing case and promised to lift UN
sanctions as soon as possible,
reports Reuters.

But the United States
blocked an effort from six de-
veloping countries, led by
Namibia, to lift immediately
the sanctions, now suspended,
threatening to veto their resolu-
tion,

A compromise was reached
that "welcomed the positive de-
velopments' in Libya's cooper-
ation with Security Council
resolutions, especially the han-
dover of two men accused of the
mid-air bombing of a Pan Am
Flight 103 over the Scottish vil-
lage of Lockerbie in December
1988.

A total of 270 people were
killed. 189 of the Americans.

US representative Peter

Burleigh has said that until the
trial of the two suspects before a
Scottish court sitting in the
Netherlands had begun, Wash-
ington could not lift the sanc-
tions. If the men are convicted,
Security Council resolutions
demand compensation to the
victims,

“Until the trial, at least, has
begun, it would be hard to make
a judgement,” he said. But he
said it would be easier to make a
decision "once the trial is over.”

In practice, it would be vir-
tually impossible to rescind the
suspension of the sanctions. In
order to reimpose them the
council would have to take an-
other vote, which would fail.

The embargoes; first im-
posed in 1992 and tightened two
years later, include an air and
arms ban as well as a freeze on
some financial assets. They
were suspended on April 5 when
Tripoli handed over the two
suspects.

10: The Palestinian leadership
ister Ehud Barak on Saturday

Mideast peace on the eve of a
key [first meeting with Pales-
linian leader Yasser Arafat, re-
ports AFP,

“We're pleased that Barak has
declared his desire for progress
on the road to a 'peace of the
brave," the Palestinian cabinet
and PLO executive commitiee
said in a joint statement after a
meeting in this West Bank
1owTl.

"But we demand that he im-
plements the Wye River agree-
ment and puts an end to

the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
"The Wye agreement was
ratified by the Knesset (the
Israeli parliament), and its full
implementation is a test of the

pressed Israel's new Pritne Min-

o prove he is serious about

[Jewish) settlement building” in

new Israeli cabinet's desire for
peace.” the statement said.

. T'he agreement, signed in the
White House last October, re-
quired lIsrael to withdraw
troops from a further 13 per
cent of the West Bank in three
phases,

But a single withdrawal from
just two percent of the territory
was carried out before former
right-wing prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu froze the
agreement, citing Palestinian
violation of security clauses.

The Palestinian leadership
said Barak's meeting with
Arafat Sunday at the Erez
Crossing between [srael and the
(Gaza Strip would be "important.
because it will allow confidence
in one another to be restored.”

In recent days lsraeli ofli-
ciills have indicated that the
new prime minister would like

Palestinians demand Wye
accord implementation

RAMALLAH, West Bank. July

to skip parts of the Wye agree-
ment and press ahead with so-
called final status negotiations
on a perimanent settlement with
the Palestinians.

A senior aide said Barak told
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak in Cairo Friday that
he wanted to bypass parts of the
accord he judged likely to raise
tensions.

He said Barak preferred to
immediately tackle the thorni-
est issues for a final agreement:
the final status and boundaries
of the Palestinian territories,
Jerusalem, Palestinian refugees
and water sharing.

The lsraeli newspaper
Maariv reported Friday that
Barak may offer to publicly
recognize the Palestinians’
right to statehood if they agree
to forego full implementation
of Wye.

40 Kurdish rebels killed

Turkish troops end
Iraqi incursion

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey, Jul
10: Turkish forces killed 4
separatist Kurdish rebels in a
week-long Turkish military op-
eration in northern Iraqg that
ended on Saturday amid inter-
national criticism, local secu-
rily sources in this southeast-
ernn Turkish province said, re-
ports AFP,

The troops seized a signifi-
cant amount of gpuns and am-
munition and destroyed several
hideouts belonging to Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK] rebels dur-
ing the incursion, they added.

Turkish forces started to
withdraw as of Saturday morn-
Ing., the sources said,

There was no announcement

as to how many troops partici-
ated in the operation that was
aunched last Saturday.

Turkish press reports had
said that some 10,000 Turkish
soldiers had crossed into the
Kurdish-held enclave in a drive
against PKK rebels sheltering in
the region.

The soldiers were supported
by some 1,000 fighters of Mas-
soud Barzani's Kurdistan
Democratic Party, a close ally
of Ankara which controls the
northern Iraqi territory along
Turkey's border. ]

The operation was launched
a few days after a Turkish court
sentenced PKK leader Abdullah
Ocalan, 50, to death on charges
of treason, separatism and
murder in connection with the
PKK's 15-year armed campaign
for Kurdish self-rule on Turk-
ish territory. The incursion
triggered an angry reaction
from Baghdad, which threat-

ened to refaliate if Turkish
troops did not pull out immedi-
ately and unconditionally.

“The Turkish incursion is a
flagrant violation of interna-
tional norms and the principles
of good neighborliness," an
Iraqi parliamentary
spokesman said on Thursday.

Similar calls for the with-
drawal of Turkish soldiers were
issued by the Arab League and
Moscow.

Turkey has carried out sev-
eral cross-border operations in
northern Iraq against the PKK
on the grounds that the power
vacuum in the region facilitates
Kurdish rebels in launching at-
tacks on Turkish territory.

The upland wvalleys and
peaks of northern Iraq have
been controlled by tweo rival
Kurdish factions since Baghdad
lost control of the region after
the 1991 Gulf War,

Ankara rejects accusations
of violating Iraq's territorial
integrity,

"The operation is not di-
rected against the territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq, but against
camps of the PKK. We respect
the territorial integrity of
Iraq,” a spokesman for the
Turkish foreign ministry said
last week.

Some 351,000 people have
been killed in the conflict be-
tween the PKK and Turkish
troops that has also led to alle-
gations of gross human rights
viclations on both sides, staHed
economic activities in south-
eastern Anatolia and triggered
mass migration from the region
to Turkey's urban west.

Obuchi wraps up
China visit

BEIJING, July 10: Havinﬁ
reaped a diplomatic coup wit
an agreement on China's acces-
sion to the World Trade Organi-
salion, Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Keizo Obuchi wrapped up his
visit to China on Saturday and
prepared to head to Mongolia,
reports AP.

Before his departure, Obuchi
held breakfast talks with Vice
Premier Qian Qichen. Details of
the lalks were not immediately
available,

On Friday, Obuchi and Chi-
nese Premier Zhu Rongji for-
malised a deal on terms for
Chinese enitry into the WTO,
bringing Beijing closer in its
13-year quest to join world
trade's rule-making tody.

Obuchi was to fly Saturday
afternoon to Mongolia,

Last of Russian
border guards
leave Georgia

TBILISI,; July 10: Georgia on
Saturday celebrated the depar-
ture of the last of the Russian
border guards there, leaving the
former Soviet republic master
of its own frontiers for the first
time, since 1991, reports AFP.

“The defense of (a country's)
borders by its own troops is an
important attribute for an in-
dependent state," Georgian
President Eduard Shevard-
nadze said during a televised
ceremony in Poti, 350 kilome-
ters (215 miles) west of Thilisi.

Under a 1994 Georgian-Rus-
sian accord, some 1,800 Russian
border troops stayed in position
guarding what had formerly

een Soviet frontiers with
Turkey, and patrollin
territorial waters in the Blac

Sea.

- [

A ‘model presents a 'costume by Japanese stylist 'i"umi
Katsura during a show of the Rome Fashion Week Friday.
The collection was dedicated to the secrets of kimono and

its rites.

— AFP photo
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5 bodies found
so far: KFOR

PRISTINA. Yugoslavia, July
10: A spokesman for the Kosovo
peacekeeping force said Satur-
day only five bodies had been
found so far in what is sus-
pected to be a mass grave near
Ljubenic, south of the western
town of Pec, reports AFP,

Dutch Major Jan Joosten
said that three people had been
found in a village and two oth-
ers had been found in a nearby
well, adding that investigators
continued to search the area
where Italian KFOR troops have
indicated as many as 350 bodies
might be buried.

The village, said to be located
at an altitude of around 1,300
meters {4,300 feet), is in moun-
tainous and mined terrain near
the border with Albania.

Joosten said the investiga
tors were hampered by the diffi-
cult conditions,

Officials from the UN's In-
ternational Criminal Tribunal
for the former: Yugoslavia
(ICTY], which is in charge of in-
vestigating suspected mass

rave sites, could not be reached
or comiment on the number of
victims discovered by its foren-
sic experts.

A mass grave, as defined by
former US senator Robert Dole.
who is chairman of the Interna-
tional Commission for Missing
Persons, contains 12 or more
bodies.

Elton John has

heart pacemaker
fitted

LONDON,; July 10: Singer El-
ton John had surgery Friday to
fit a heart pacemaker after
keeling over on a plane en route
to the marriage last weekend of
David Beckham and Victoria
"Posh- Spice" Adams, the Sun
reported Saturday, reports AFP.

In its Saturday edition, the
paper said John had flown into
London from his home in
southern France for surgery af-
ter tests disclosed he had an ir-

regular heartbeat, =~

The problem was deterted
when he collapsed on a plane as
he flew to Dublin to sing at
Beckham's wedding to Adams
on Sunday, the daily added. .

The tabloid, which normally
has impeccable showbhiz
sources, reported that he was
‘anxious but calm" as he was
driven to a hospital in north
London.

John has reportedly told
friends he is hoping to be back
on the road soon and intends to
be on stage by August.

Earlier Friday, he pulled out
ol two more concerts for health
reasons, and it was thought he
was suffering from a viral ear
infection,

Civil rights
pioneer Farmer
dies in US

WASHINGTON, dJuly 10:
James Farmer, who founded a
civil rights organisation and
led a demonstration for deseg-
regation in 1961, died ina Vir-
ginia hospital Friday, CNN
said, reports AFP,

He died at the age of 79 years
alfter fighting illnesses in recent
years, including bouts of pneu-
monia and complications from
diabetes.

Farmer founded the
Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE] in 1942 and directed its
1961 Freedom Ride, which was
designed to push for desegrega-

“tion on buses and in terminals.

Russia urges US
not to scrap
ABM treaty

MOSCOW, July 10: Russian
Defence Minister Igor Sergeyev
said Friday that scrapping the
1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile De-
fence Treaty (ABM) would derail
the process of the reduction of
;e._ltrategic weapons, reports Xin-

11A.

"If the ABM treahy is repudi-
ated, irretrievable damage will
be done to the process of reduc-
ing the number of strategic of-
fensive weapons." Sergeyev
said.

He said Moscow has repeat-
planned US
national anti-missile defence
system would in effect signify a
US withdrawal from the treaty.

The minister said the ABM
treaty underlines the entire sys-
tem of strategic weapons reduc-
Lion:

New Thai Cabinet

lineup

BANGKOK. July 10: Thailand
named six new ministers and
eight deputies today in a
Cabinet reshuffle forced by res-
ignations and withdrawal of a

arty from the ruling coalition
ut not expected to atfect stabil-
ity or policies, reports Reuters.

The reshuifle involved
changes in less influential min-
istries and, as expected, did not
affect the key portfolios of Fi-
nance, Commerce, Transport &
Communications, Interior, In-
dustry and Defence currently
held by Prime Minister Chuan
Leekpai's majority Democrats



