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law and Our Rights

"All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to equal protection of law"-Article 27 of the Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Che Dinily Star 5

HE concept of freedom of
' information is founded in

international human
rights law and has been
incorporated in the

constitutions of countries, It
developed out of the basic right
to freedom of opinion and ex-
pression enshrined in the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human
Rights (Article 19) which states:
"Everyone has the right to free-
dom of opinion and expression;
this right includes freedom to
hold opinions without interfer-
ences and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas
through any media and regard-
less of [rontiers.” Similar pro-
vision can be traced in the In-
ternational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR),
the European Convention on
Human Rights and Fundamen-
tal Freedoms [(EHR), in the
American Convention on Hu-
man Rights (AMR), etc.

The freedom of information
is an issue which has gained
considerable importance in re-
cent years. At this crucial junc-

ture of time, people feel press-
ing need for more access to in-

formation which has till now
been in the exclusive possession
of the government even though
it relates to the well-being of the
individual or the public at

large. This is one of the greatest

paradoxes of third world
democracy. But the right of the
public to have access to infor-
mation is validly justified on
several grounds. Firstly. in a
democracy the people should
have a right to keep themselves
informed about the functions
and decisions of their represen-
tatives and the government.
Secondly, information gath-
ered by government agencies is
carried out at the nse of the
tax payers and the taxpayers
must have some right to gain
access to that information.
Thirdly, the availability of in-
formation to the public will re-
duce the possibility of the abuse
or misuse of power and will
promote good governance.
Fourthly, access to information
will allow the public to make
more informed decisions about
the body politic including deci-
sions concerning litigation.
Access to information is no
doubt a key issue in the concept
of our Republic. Our Republic is:
"a democracy in which funda-
mental human rights. freedom
and respect for the dignity and
worth of the human person
shall be guaranteed and in
which effective participation by
the people through their elected
representatives in administra-
“tion at all levels shall be en-
sured." In order for the people to
effectively participale through
their elected representatives, it
is necessary that they be aware
of the facts and information re-
lating to the affairs of the Re-
public. If democracy has to sus-
tain, its citizens need adequate
-information about the policies
and affairs of the state. The
right to information is no
longer an elite or middle-class

concern related to the right of

the few to know, or the right of
the media to have information.
This ri%ht is directly related to
survival of the most disadvan-
taged section
dwellers t

om urban slum
al in far-flung

By A H Monjurul Kabir

"Open government laws are not simply for the satisfaction of citizens' curiosity,
they usually derive from the righis of access to records relevant to a legal
interest, and there is a continuing connection between the interest which

a citizen has in how the country is governed and a right of access to records
about government. Such a right of access may be important in disclosing
inefficiency and even corruption."

1

Courtesy: Liberal Times 1999

.

About the Issue

HE right to Information is an issue which has gained

considerable importance in recent years. More and more

people are beginning to feel the need for more access to
information which has till now been in the exclusive
possession of the government even though it relates to the well-
being of the individual or the public at large. |

Growth of democratic values have led to the feeling that
government must be made more transparent and accountable in
order to make democracy meaningful.

To break away from the feudal system in which even now
government is viewed as the lord and master of the common
man, people’'s participation is most important for good
governance, '

The Right to Information is also being viewed as a possibly
potent instrument for minimising corruption and inefficiency
in government.

".....a consensus has evolved among the political parties on
the need to legislate the right to freedom nlpinfﬂrmatinn... The
courts too have, in a series of judgements, declared that the
right to know is a facet of the fundamental right to freedom of
speech and expression .... In the bureaucracy also there has been
an increasing awareness of the importance of openness and
transparency. A consensus emerged in the Conference of Chief
Secretaries, held in November 1996, on the need for an early
enactment of a law on a Right to Information.”

Report of the Working Group on Right to Information and
Promotion of Open and Transparent Government, Government
of India, 1997.

Source: Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI)
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and remote areas. In spite of
huge government efforts to-
wards alleviating poverty, peo-
ple are not able to avail of basic
needs like food, water and
health for sheer lack of infor-
mation about the implementa-
tion. In the case of S P Gupta v
Union of India (1987 Sup
87), the Indian Supreme Court
observes:

constitution

adopted a democratic form of
overnment. Where a society

as its creedal faith, it is elemen-
tary that its citizens ought to
know what their government is
doing. The citizens have a right
to decide by whom and by what
rules they shall be governed and
they are entitled to call on their

one of the

ernment is increasingly
ing in different parts o
world."” »

p. SCC

"Now it is obvious from the
that we have

unempowered.
Towards a Right to

Information Law
"It app

as chosen to accept democracy

Information

Right to [nformation in the context of means two things:

* A right to have access to information held by %’)E

government relating to a legal right of any person. This

information could be in the form of records,
maps, data, drawings, etc.

* A right to be told something which could affect a person's

les, registers,

rights. This means that the government has a positive duty to

%{ive certain types of information without waiting to be asked
or it. This would include information on issues concerning
projects which directly affect the people or the environment,
information on health, agriculture, weather conditions etc.

"In a %erﬂmment of responsibility like ours where the agents
of the public must be responsible for their conduct there can be
but few secrets. The people of this country have a right to know
every public act, everything that is done in a public way by their
public functionaries. They are entitled to know the particulars
of every public transaction in all its bearings. The right to know
which is derived from the concept of freedom of speech, though

-nol absolute, is a factor which should make one wary when

secrecy is claimed for transactions which can at any rate have
no repercussion on public security”

— State of UP vs Raj Narain (Air 1975 SCC 865)

bshalf to account for their con-
duct. No democratic govern-
ment can survive without ac-
countability and the basic pos-
‘tulate of accountability is that
the people should have tnfor- =
mation about the functioning oi
the
cople know how governmernt is
unctioning that they can fulfill
the role which democracy as-
signs to them and make democ-
racy a really effective participa-
lory democracy. 'Knowledge’,
said James Madison, 'will for
ever govern ignorance and a
people who mean to be their
own governors must arm them-
selves with the power knowl-
edge gives. A popular govern-
ment without pop
tion or the means of obtaining
it is but a prologue to a farce or
tragedy or perhaps both! The
citizens' ri
. the true facts, about the admin-

constitution are not different

doms mean and include exp

overnment. It is only if  sion,

of the eight pu

600, para 16]

ular informa-

istration of the country is thus
pillars of a demo-
cratic state. And that is why the
demand for openers in the gov-

row-
Lthe

So access to information is a
precondition to the working of
democracy. This right to in-
formation is more pertinent in
a country like ours where the
vast majority of the population
is illiterate uneducated and so

ears to us that the
concepts of the freedom of
speech and expression and free-
domn of the press as enshrined
in clause (2] of Article 39 of our

" What is Right to )

from what these mean in the
United States, India and other
countries where these rights are
constitutionally guaranteed.
Plainly speaking, these free-
res-
publication, distribution
and circulation of anything and
any idea of any sort subject to
the restrictions that may be
imposed by law for securing any
ses mentioned
in clause (2) of Article 39 of the
Constitution”., [46 DLR, page

From the observalion of our
High Court Division in the case
of Abdul Kader V. Bangladesh
cited above, it is clear that the

k Source: Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) _/

effective and speedy remedy for
them to realise their right to in-
formation.

* There are some colonial
laws under which certain types
of information can be withheld.
Some of the laws which restrict
giving information are:

The Official Secrets Act,
1923,

The Evidence Act, 1872.

The Conduct of Civil Ser-
vants Rules,

Some of the provisions of
the above mentioned laws go
aFainat the democratic system
of government established by
our constitution and must be
changed or removed altogether.

There are several means to
ensure Lhis valued right. Turn-
ing this right from theory to a
living reality can be done

* giving executive orders di-
recting various departments of
the government and NGOs to
gl:_{iw: required and relevant in-
ormation to the people which
largely depends on the continu-
ity of the government policy of
OPENness.

* reforming various existing
archaic to adopt the right 1o in-
formation laws and rules which
is, no doubt a large and compli-
cated process.

* by having one uniform en-
actment which enables people
to get the information as of
right.

A comprehensive separate
legal enactment can ensure
EI:UUIE'S right to information

etter compared to two other
options.

The options may be supple-
mentary to making separate
right to information law. That
is why there is a growing world-
wide demand the national gov-
ernment must make a law
which applies uniformly to the
whole country and sets out a
clear procedure for getting in-
formation.

The last thirty-five years or! .

so have been seen the passage of
[reedom of information legisla-
tion in several countries begin-
ning with the United States in
1966, Denmark and Norway in
1970, Australia and New
Zealand in 1982, Canada in
1983, Greece in 1986, and Ire-
land in 1998, South Africa, the
United Kingdom and India are
now seriously considered access

legislation of their own.

The law commission of Sri
Lanka in its recent 'Report on
Frecdom of Information’ un-
equivocally states: "Sri Lanka
should currently adopt a regime
that clearly defined what iIn-
formation was secret and estab-
lish guidelines in respect of the
exercise of discretion by gov-
ernment officials for giving ac-
cess to other information." It
also proposes a model law ti-
tled "Access to Official Informa-
tion Act'. The Law Commission
of Bangladesh should seriously
consider of joining this global
trend of suggesting formulation
of a Freedom of Information
(FOI) legislation.

FOI legislation breaks with
the often entrenched tradition

t to know the facts,

~ Rightto In

ormation: South Asian P

By Waliur Rahman

erspective

Governance from the vill

While recommending the Freedom of Information (FOI) legislation to the
Commonwealth Law and Information Ministers, we must not lose sight of the
fact that while you suggest safeguard for the whistle-blower, don't forget to
legislate the same for the victims of bureaucratic malfeasance and

political malafides.

the MPs have a righ

NDER the dark shadow of
‘Affaire Kargil', as the
French would say,
hanging over South Asian
region, the Conference
sponsored by the Common-
wealth Human Rights Initiative
on the abﬂve_subgecl could not
have been better-timed.
With a legacy of 3 to 4 thou-
sand years of civilization,
South Asian countries and its

leaders have a lot to answer and .

the answer must be given
sooner than later.

We South Asians have inher-
ited many things from the past
— good, bad and indifferent.
When Lord Clive allowed his se-
curity forces (from majors to
colonels in particular) to extort
bribes from £3000/- to £8000/-
according to seniority, he justi-
fied that in the name of eco-
nomic sustainability. Again in
the name of safeguarding na-
tional security, the British in-
troduced the Official Secrets Act
of 1923. We the South Asians
met'tcu]uu:éy follow them — in
exaggerated form though. the
constitutional provisions of all
these countries to right and ac-
cess to information notwith-
standing. The outcome is pre-
dictable with textbook clarity.

The citizens of all these
countries are the victims. And
the governments are locked in a
vicious circle of bureaucratic
malfeasance, lack of trans-
parency and accountability.

Whereas in Pakistan, the
overwhelming presence of mili-
tary in all major decision-mak-
ing processes queer the pitch in
the growth of democratic insti-
tutions, and therefore, the civil
society. in Bangladesh the
shadow of the military and
quasi-military rule from post-
1975 period to March 1991, had
pulverized the flourishing of
democracy and civil society.

In India democratic institu-
tions have struck roots. Many
vicissitudes notwithstanding,
India marches ahead as the
largest functioning democracy

in the world. But her bureau-
cracy, though functioning bet-
ter than many
with lack of transparency and
in man
Sri Lanka is weighed down in a
civil war situation. Nepal has
started its multi-party demo-
cratic experiment only from
1990. John Mukela's Africa (the
only
outside South Asia, as a part of
Commonwealth
many more miles to go before
we can measure the African
Commonwealth democracies
under a serious and credible
desideratum.

Alrica is in my view an excep-
tion. Mandela's vision on the
art of the possible in democracy
as in diplomacy, would perhaps

be an elfective antidote to the
crocadiles of Yamasukro.

Dr Kamal Hossain and Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan and Ms
Maja Daruwala had set the
stage on July 05 for a fruitful
debate.

information
right, but it was also understood
that there would always be cer-
tain exemptions. Even in the
US the First Amendment has
nine exemptions. But the insti-
tutional morality has an over-
arching superiority over indi-
viduals — including the Presi-
dent. President Nixon would
have never resigned but for the
media disclosures and the leg-
islative courage.
supreme need of transparency
and accountability received a
fresh shot in the arm.

han and Mahfuz Anam put
their fingers in the right place.
When we in Bangladesh take
pride in the constitutional pro-
visions as enshrined in articles Lo
7 and 11 that all
to the
more often than not
the wrong end of the stick.

. is slill hobbled obhan

cases accountability. tried unsuccessfull

other participant from

scion} has

felt humiliated.

Anees Jillani, Fakhruddin
Ibrahim, Nepal's Tapan Bose,

Nelson Mandela's South

Deepika Udagama, opened up
new horizons in quest for ac-
countability

Barrister M Amirul Islam, gihers to prison. | mentioned

International

It was agreed that the right 1o jq1anj jail, 1 was greeted with a
is an inherent

from telling

Najam Sethi's case generated
substantive discussion, al-
though Mr Javed Jabbar, the

cessfully, to sweep the issue un-

Bangladesh took on from me

Here the (g, (ell the truth.

Tania Amir's reference to

in perspectlive. Although na-
Khushi Kabir, Salma Sob-

be held in public glare.

power belongs
ople, the people have
received

Khushi Kabir laid bare the kan-
garnnapnuch of FAP as Salma

told us_ how our
politico-bureaucratic combine
in 1995 to
turn the murder of Yasmeen, a
humble working lower-middle
class woman, into the mere sui-
cide of a prostitute. 'Our the
then Home Minister with his
pliable minions around him
even issued a press release to
that effect.’ The entire nation

Pakistan's Hussain Nagi.

India’'s M D Mistry, Vikram
Khub Chand. Sri Lanka's Ms

and transparency.
Altal Gauhar's Press legislation
of 1963 sent Hussain Naqi, K G
Mustata, Majhar Ali Khan and

about my experience in a recent
Roundtable at
BHSS: when | sought clarifica-
tion from the panel on the ques-
tion of Najam Sethi in a Pak-

silence of the graveyard! Even
well known scholars shy away
the truth, Fortu-
nately at the CHRI conference,

moderator, attempted unsuc-
cder the rug. Hasan Saeed from

and challenged the participants

MIG-29 purchase has to be seen

tional security issues are not
beyond public scruliny, serious
negotiations of any kind cannot

The exchanges on the Right

Information and Media
'reedom drew great attention.
Gazi Salahuddin, Editorial Di-
rector of the Jang Group of
newspapers is by now a house-

hold name in many corners of
the
tured, humiliated. But he did
not yield any
brave journalists in Pakistan,
why democracy seems yet a’'far
cry

the thunder. A
cer, married to a Bengali from
Mymensingh, she has revolu-
tionized the perception of right
to information
and perhaps the whole of India.
She
Mazdoor Kisaan Shakti San-
gathon (MKSS) that with focus
and determination eve
is possible. Harsh Mander is
another 1AS officer who is
fighting a war against lack of
transparency an
ity: and he is winni

cracy was again the target. Good
governance is unattainable; a
responsive and responsible
civil ‘
without a reasonably good bu-
reaucracy. While recommend-
'n% the Freedom of Information
F

monwealth Law and Informa-
tion Ministers, we must not lose
sight of the fact that while you
suggest safeguard for the whis-
tle-blower, don't forget to legis-
late the same for the victims of
bureaucratic malfeasance and
political malafides: in South
Asia, unlike the United States
or Euro
weak and | don't know of any
case yet when newspapers or
government
angladesh have been
for
ing and thus indulging in char-
acter assassination o
— officials or non-officials. As
Nietze said, 'if you look at the
ravine for long, the ravine also
will gaze at you'.

tary of Ministry of Foreign

Institute of Law and Interna-
tional Affairs

resources at their command.

lobe. He was jailed, tor-

ound. With such

in Pakistan?
Aruna Roy, !perhaps. stole
ormer [AS offi-

in Rajasthan

as demonstrated through

rything

accountabil-
to hold people accountab

ng.
At the end of the z;Ely bureau- and money.

society is unthinkable

their jobs without fear or favour.

L Source: Commonwealth-Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) }

Whyit is impoi'tant to havea
Right to Information

Principle of accountability

government is run for the benefit of the public at large
and not for the benefit of one person or a few persons
age to the central level therefore has to
be accountable to the people. People have a right to know what
the government is doing. Just as the elected representatives like
t to get information regarding governance
on behalf of their electorate. the people themselves have the
right te ask about things and
Information will ensure that people can hold public
accouniable on a regular basis, without having to lay the entire
burden on their elected representatives who are themselves
often unable to get the information sought inspite of all the

O URS is a democratic system of governance in which the

get information. A Right to
odies

Principle of participation
Since most governmental works are carried out for the
ple, they must be involved in the planning process and must
now exactly how things are. bein
planning processes and judgement of whether certain plans and
schemes are useful for them or not. people must have sufficient
information about the nature of the projects and programmes.
This will enable them to %:ve their opinion well in time for
required changes or modilications. This will reduce project
costs, and will increase projects outputs, manifold.
Principle of transparency
There is a presumption that everyt
governmerit is done for the public good which means, it is done
to further the objective of public well-being, is done honest!
with optimum benefits from the funds used, However, as we all
know, in recent times, this presumption has been eroded to a
great extent by misuse, misappropriation and also careless use
of public funds. To counter this, it is essential that there should
be complete transparency in all public dealings. This is bound
to bring about a more careful utilisation and application of
funds. Transparency in %uvcmment functioning will also help
e for their mishandling of public time

done. To participate in

hing that is done by the

Most people also feel that the misdeeds of a few are reflected
in the image of the entire system. Transparency would go a long -
way in helping to expose the corrupt and allow the honest to do

_its contents. Often, laws are passed without their

1} legislalion to the Com-

the laws of Tort are  gecret ynless there is good rea-

officials in
penalised

alse and motivated report-

ten refused because

citizens 150k of secrecy.

record is outdated.
The writer a former Secre-
that they
ig Director, B ladesh

concepts of freedom of speech
and expression and that of
press are similar to the ‘princi-
ples as enunciated in the USA
and in India. But the reality is
different. The existing policy of
gaovernance is 'anti-people's
‘right to information.’ It appears
to be that all information in the
possegsion of the government is

son to allow public access. Ac-
cess to information is most of-

* The bureaucracy is still se-
cretive. and self-serving. It
wants to protect itself under the

* The information asked for
is difficult to find because the

system of filing and keeping

* People even do not know
are entitled to get the
information. So if they are re-
fused, they do not insist on
their right. Infact there is no

of secrecy in several countries
and: in doing so, helps empower
the citizen vis-a-vis the state.
Such legislation can be an effec-
tive and powerful aid to the
process of economic develop-
ment not just democracy. En-
acling a new law to ensure pco-

le's access to information has
Eecame the demand of the day.
At the same time we should not
forget another very important
aspect rightly mentioned by
Shri Ajit Bhattacharjea in his
article in the Hindustan Times,
".. Laws and notification are
not enough. Lacking public
awareness and involvement,
laws and rules have little im-
pact. And without committed
grassroots workers capable of
arousing popular awareness.
right to information may re-
main an academic achieve-
ment”. 4 o

mkabir99@hotmail.com

What a Right to Information
Law Should Contain

INCE many groups consisting mainly to jurists, media per-
sons, civil society members have been advocating the issue

strongly over the last few years, there have been suggested
drafts from different quarters, "

* The Press Council of India, under the guidance of the
Chairman Mr P B Sawant drafted a law which was later updated
and changed at a workshop and renamed 'The Press Council-
NIRD Freedom of Information Act, 1997,

* The Consumer Education and Research Council (CERC).
Ahmedabad, under the guidance of Prof Manubhai Shah drafted
a law on the Right to Information.

* The Working Group appointed by the United Front Gov-
ernment, under the Chairmanship of Mr H D Shourie drafted a
law called the Freedom of Information Bill 1997.

' _*The present government of India has also prepared a draft
on Freedom of Information law which is not available. How-
ever, it appears that it is substantially the same as the ‘Shourie
Bill' as the law drafted by the Working Group is better known as.

All the above drafts have their strong and weak points. How-
ever, there are certain things which any Right to Informa-
tion/Freedom of [nfnrmatinn%Transparency Law must contain.
These are: 3 7 ‘

Minimal exceptions

The Right to Information is a Fundamental Right and can be
subjected only to the restrictions allowed by the Constitution.
In drafting the Jaw, care must be taken to keep the exceptions
within the limits prescribed by the Constitution.

The right of access to official /government-held information
should be a wide right. The exceptions to the rule of giving in-
formation must be limited and specific. The law must not con-
tain a long list of exceptions couched in terms general enough to
ensure that all kinds ol information can be refused taking the
heI;l:_vl of the law. This has happened in the case of the Tamil Nadu
Right to Information Act which has all of 22 exceptions. and the
Shourie Draft Bill, which, along with numerous exceptions con-
tains an all-pervasive clause that information can be denied if
its disclosure does not subserve any public purpose. A Right to
Information does not need to disclose any speciﬁ?: need. If a per-
son must show public purpose every time he seeks information,

it would give unlimited discretion to public bodies to refuse in-
formation.

Upgradation of systems
The law should contain provisions for setting up specific
systems for storing and disseminating information and up-
grading the existing systems for enabling easy access. There

must be specific provisions for priority-wise computerisation
etc. of government offices.

Allocation of funds

The law must contain a specific allocation of funds for the

purpose of nperatinnalisin% the Right to Information. Without
this, the law will be a dead letter and will have no effect.

Accountability
A Right to Information law must lay down clearly the prin-
ciple of accountability. That is, it must state specifically as to
who is responsible for providing the information. Penalties
should be imposed on officials. who delay, without any just

cause, the giving of information or refuse on unwarranted
grounds.

Independent forum for appeals
The law should contain a simple and independent procedure
for appeals from refusals to give information. The appellate fo-

rum should be an independent person or institution such as an
Ombudsman.

Duty to inform LS

The law must cast a positive duty on public bodies to inform
the public in case of certain projects and activities which relate
to the public. This envisages giving information without being
asked for it. It must be made mandatory and regular to give out
certain kinds of information on a mandatory basis. This kind
of information would include rules, information on proposed
projects and schemes, and other relevant information which
needs to be given out and updated routinely.

Reasonable fee structure

- The law, if it provides for a levy of a fee for getting informa-
tion must ensure that the fee is reasonable and does not act as a
deterrent for as.}s:it'u;__rl information and does not end up debarrin
information from the disadvantaged groups who cannot affor
the fees. The law must provide for waiver of fees in certain cir-
cumstances and for certain classes of people such as those liv-
ing below the poverty line.

Methods of communication

The law must contain a specific directive for simplification
of oflicial language. Information-giving.should be in a form
which can be easily understood by people. There must be a foctys
on traditional means of giving information. As of now., mosl
information is contained in oflicial gazettes and publicatlions
which are usually unavailable and are of no use to the lay citi-
zens, lgi\ren the low literacy levels. The law should ensure proper
use of the electronic and print media as well as use of conven-
tional methods of communication as per the target group.

Time limit

The law must contain a provision for timely imparting of in-
formation. The concerned public officials should face a penalty
in case the information is not given in time. The time limit
should be reasonable and should not jeopardise a person's
rights. Time limits should be set in order of urgif:ncy and acces-
sibility. Information regarding a person's life and liberty
should be made available forthwith or within the shortest pos-
sible time, say within 48 hours. Information which is available
at hand should also be given in a shorter time. The Shourije Bill

rovided for a period of 30 days with a further period of 30 days
or giwn information. This period seems unreasonable for all
kinds of information.

Protection of privacy
The law must take into account the protection of an individ-
ual's privacy. Personal information held by the government
must Ee exempt from disclosure. However, il disclosure in the
public interest greatly outweighs the preservation of individual
privacy, then disclosure should be allowed.

Application to private bodies

Although, strictly speaking, the Right to Information is for
government-held information, the law must make it binding on
private bodies to disclose certain kinds of informmation which
could affect the public health, etc. This is especially in view of
increasing globalisation and incidents like the Bhopal Gas
Leak in India which claimed many lives and put to irreparable
harm even future generations,

Protection of whistleblowers

The law should give protection to public officials who give
certain exempted information where it is necessary to do so in
overwhelming public interest or to disclose some serious cor-
rupt practice, etc.

.~ Publicity and training
The law must contain a mandatory procedure for ﬁublicistng
nowledge
rcolating down with sufficient speed or impact and therefore
ail to bring about the desired change in the systems.

The Right to Information law must also contain a strong as-
pect of training and orientation of public servants at all levels,
in order to bring about an effective change in the culture.

Source: Commonwealth Human Rjghts Initiative (CHRI)

“About CHRI

ommonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI) is an
Eﬁt:egnatiunal. independent nonprofit organisation
headquartered in India. Its objectives are to promote “if
practical realisation of human rights in the Commonwealth.
educates on human rights issgesdand advocates for greater
uman rights standards.
ad}?lli{efglﬂlel;g ll;i:eﬂ working on the Right to Information as parlli
of its commitment to the values ol freedom of speech an

sion and good povernance. Our work includes:
EXP-IE c?ullecl.ing E%nd isseminating information and material on

the issue;

e educatin le about the issue;
. n:twurkgigzﬂ if;i.l'ith different groups consisting of NGOs,

rs. bureaucrats, media persons, rural and urban ﬂlﬂ::l‘.ﬂd
:-i:g:sentauves like panchs and officials from public bodies;
» promoting debates and discussions o1l the issue; and
« carring this feedback to policy makers.




