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Reform in labour law urged

for speedy disposal of cases

Lawyers, judges and legal ex-
perts at a seminar in the city
yesterday underscored the need
for quick disposal of cases at
labour courts and full imple-
mentation of existing labour
laws,

They said that speedy trial of
industrial dispute cases and en-
suring a peaceful atmosphere in
the country are both necessary
for attracting foreign invesi-
ment,

They observed that without
implementing existing labour
laws fully, formulation of new
laws would not bring any bene-
fit to the labourers. *

Without ensuring a peaceful
atmosphere and proper justice
in the industrial sector, we can
nol expect foreign investment
in the country on a large scale,
they said.

Bangladesh Legal Aid and
Services Trust organised the
day long seminar on “Speedy
trial of labour cases : Obstacles
and Suggestions” at CIRDAP
auditorium. ;

Attorney General Mahmudul
Islam, Justice Gour Gopal Saha
of the high court division, Jus-
tice Habibur Rahman Chair-
man Bangladesh Press Council,
Justice Syed Amirul Islam,

onjurul Ahsan Khan of CPB,
&rrister Shafiq Ahmed, Presi-
dent Supreme Court bar Associ;
ation, Chowdhury Sagwar Ali
President Labour Court Bar As-
sociation. Abdur Razzaq Khan
president Dhaka Bar Associa-
tion, Dalil Uddin Mandal Joint
Secretary, ministry of labour
and man power, Rokiya A
Rahman President Bangladesh
Employers Associations, Ansar
Uddin Sikdar Judge third
labour court, Khandaker
Monirul Huq President Na-
tional Press Club, Abdullah Al-

“impositior

By Staff Correspondent

Noman President Bangladesh
Jatiyvatabadi Sramic Dal were
the main speakers at different
sessions of the seminar.

Four papers were presented
at two working sessions of the
seminar by Abdur Razzaq
chairmman second labour court,
A K M Badruddoza, advocate
Supreme Court Nirmalendu
Dhar and Advocate S A Ali.

Demanding some reforms
and amendments to the labour
laws the speakers said that
there should be a change in the
mentality of the judges,
lawyers, labour leaders and
government officials regarding
implementation of labour laws.

They further said that eight
labour courts were set up in the
country mainly to save the poor
labourers [rom the exploitation
by owners but that did not prove
etfective due to the lengthy pro-
cedures of a trial,

Some times it takes several
years to get a ruling from a
labour court and by that time
the poor labour is subject to lose
most every thing. That's why
the labourers are not interested
to take their cases to the labour
court, they noted.

The speakers also recom-
mended expansion and upgrad-

“ing of Iabour courts, temporary
appointments of judges for
quick disposal of pending cases,

"a~“time limit on

trials Hnd '#thdrisation of the
labour court to execute its ver-
dicts.

Although there are several
provisions including those for
child care centres and working
time limit in the Factory Acts,
hardly any mills and factories
follow those properly, said Ab-
dur Razzaq, President of Dhaka
Bar Association.

“Labour law does not permit

a female worker to work after
eight pm but most of the gar-
ments factories employing

large female workforce make
them work till almost mid-
night” he alleged.

“Before

think how much sincere we are
in implementing the existing
laws.” said Attorney General
Mahmudul Islam.

He said the labourers of our
count
why they can not alford a
lengthy wait for a trial at
labour courts.

“Unless the lawyers and
judges become sincere about
their duties only reforms in

labour laws is not a solution to

the problems of workers” he
cautioned.

Manjurul Ahsan Khan ob-
served that the labour laws in
Bangladesh were much ad-
vanced but those are not being

implemented properly. “Hardly
ten per cent of the existing'

labour laws are being imple-
mented and there is a big gap

between the law and reality” he
said.

He expressed concern over
the recent tendency in the pro-

cess of reforms in the labour"
laws. “MWei are ahoiit to destroy,
the success we achieved through: -

such a long struggle® he noted.

“Cases at labour dourts
should be disposed as soon as
possible said Rokiya Rahman.
She recommended that tempo-
rary appointment be given' to
some judges for quick disposal
of pending cases.

“Labour courts and labour
laws should be updated and they
should not take more than six
months time to deliver a ver-
dict” she said.

Among others, AKM Mo-
jammel Haqg. Abdul Khaleq
Hawlader, Azizul Bari Helal.
ABM Mosharraf Hossain, Mun-
shi Bazlul Basit Aanju, Rehana
Akter Ranu, Anser Ali Khan
Joy, Farhad Hossain Azad and
Abdus Satter addressed the
rally.

Dhaka (AEC-D) for his out- | | Eya s efoado ab 8.

standing contribution in this
field.

The minister said the skill
and knowledge in the field of
NDT have to be disseminated
further for better understand-
ing about the utility of this
technology among the users.

ormulating new
labour laws we will have to
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Pedestrian killed
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SEI’IliIlHI': A seminar on "Socio-economic and
Environmental Impact of Shrimp Cultivation in the South-

pedestrian was run over by a
speeding truck at the bus stand
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Western Regions.” Organiser: Proshikha Institute for
Development Policy Analysis and Advocacy, Research And
Development Collective (RDC) and Nijera Kori. Venue: CIRDAP
auditorium. Time: 10:00 am -5:00 pm.

Rally: Amra Kuri will hold a children's rally in observance

.of World Population Day. Venue: Bangladesh Shishu Academy
premises to Jatiyo Press Club. Time: 10:00 am.

Lecture: A ecture on "Ethics of Bankinig" will be held in
observance of the silver jubilee celebrations of Bangladesh In-
stitute of Bank Management (BIBM). Venue: BIBM premises,
Plot no 4, Rd No 1, Mirpur 2. Time: 10:00 am.

Seminar:

A seminar on ‘“International Strategic

Alliances: Key Issues” will be held. Venue: Room STR 300. North
South University. Time: 10:00 am.

Film Show: DUFS will screen 3 movies on the closing

day of Oscar Film Week '99. Venue: Public Library auditorium.
Time: 10:30 am, 1:00 pm and 5:45 pm. The closing ceremony

will be held at 5:00 pm.

Discussion: phaka University Population Science De-
partment has arranged a rally, debate and open discussion in
observance of the World Population Day. The programmes are
funded by United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Venue:
Rally will be brought out from Aparajeo Bangla, while debate
and discussion will be held at TSC auditorium. Time: 10:00 am,
3:00 pm and 4:30 pm respectively.

traffic point in the town on
Dhaka-Aricha highway today,
reporis UNB.

The deceased was identified
as Kolil Miah, 25. son of Afsar
Uddin and an assistant of a
lawyer in the district court.

Police seized the truck but
the driver managed to flee.

A case was filed with sadar
police. ‘
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UGC, JSPS agree
to extend MOU

By DU Correspondent

The Japan Society for Pro-
motion of Science (JSPS) and
Bangladesh University Grant
Commission (UGC) has agreed
to extend the effectiveness of
the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) for the finan-
cial years of 1999-2003, in a
consultation meeting in Tokyo
on Tuesday, said a DU press re-
lease.

The MOU will be executed by
the concerned authorities. The
revised fields of the MOU cover
all areas of science including
social sciences and medical sci-
ence.

They have also agreed to in-
crease the number of annual al-
location and the period of stay
for Bangladeshi scientists. Ear-
lier, the duration of stay for the
scientists was for few weeks and
as per MOU it would be extended
to one year or more with in-
creased amount of allocation.

Expenses of international
collaborative research of both
Japanese and Bangladeshi sci-
entists will be borne by JSPS
and UGC. The JSPS and UGC
have also agreed to identify the
areas of collaborative research
between Japanese and Bangla-
deshi scientists.

BCL protests
killing of

policeman
By DU Correspondent

Pro-government student or-
ganisation Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) yesterday brought
out a procession on the Dhaka
University campus lo protest
the killing of a police constable
and an old man in the city.

A police constable was killed
in a bomb attack on Wednesday
while a 60-year-old man was

killed during the hartal on

Thursday.

The procession was followed
by a rally at the Aparajeyo
Bangla on the campus at noon.

Addressing the rally the BCL
leaders blamed the BNP and
JCD for the killing,

They also accused the BNP-
led alliance of creating anarchy
in the name of hartal.

The leaders demanded im-
mediate arrest and exemplary
punishment of those involved
in the killings.

Presided over by Bahadur
Bepary, the rally was addressed,
by Ajay Kar Khokan. Sha-
habuddin Farazi, Balaram Po-
dder, Liakat Ali Sikder, Anisur
Rahman, Ashraful Azim Rubon
and Afroja Parveen Popy.
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