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Bitti named

New ITF chief

NOORDWIJK, July 9: The In-
ternational Tennis Federation

Italian
cci Bitti as its new

has appointed

Francesco
president, the ITF said today,
reports Reuters.

Ricei Bitti, 56, and currently

European Tennis Association
Ereaident. replaces Australian

rian Tobin who has stepped
dc;jwn after eight years in the
Jjob,

Sampras will
play in
Davis Cup

BROOKLINE, Jul
Back in January
winter, Tom Gullikson hopped
on a plane for what might have
been the most important mis-
sion of his tenure as US Davis
Cup captain.

Gullikson met with Pete
Sampras and Andre
the top two singles players in

the United States, and probably
the world — who had both been

reluctant to commit to the
team. The captain came away
from his meetin%s empty
handed, but he would eventu-
ally get one of the two.

After balking initially,
Sampras said this sprin? that
he would join the team for its
quarterfinal match against
Australia on July

not to upset those who had been
along from the start.

"“We're very delighted that
he's back on the team." Gullik-

son said last week at the Long-
wood Cricket Club. where the °

first Davis Cup was played 99
years ago. "Obviously, we'd love
to have Andre back. He chose
not to. That's his decision, ev-
erybody can choose to play or
not to play. This is America.
This isn't some communist
country where if you don't play
they take away your passport.”
As it stands, Todd Martin
and Jim Courier will play sin-
gles against Patrick Rafter and
Lleyton Hewitt, and Sampras
and Alex O'Brien will play dou-
bles against the "Woodies"

— Todd Woodbridge and Mark

Woodforde.

But Martin has said he
would gladly step aside to allow
Sampras to play singles, Al-
though Gullikson has been coy.
saying it's a "teamn decision”

that will take everyone's feel-

ings into account, few doubt
that Sampras, fresh off his
record sixt
crown and ranked No 3 in the

world behind Agassi and Rafter,

will play at his strength.

The Australians have al-
ready done some shufﬂul'\lf
their own to replace Mark
Philippoussis, who hurt his
knee in the Wimbledon quarter-

finals against Sampras and was

replaced by Hewitt,

Although it is technically

Australia’'s turn to be the host,
the site was moved in order to

cominerrnorate the first Davis -

Cup, which was p!a?&d at Long-
wood in 1900 ait
Davis Commissioned the cup.

Sydney Games

no so green!

SYDNEY, July 9: Consul-
tants for Sydney's Olympics or-
ganizers have given a court-
room undertaking not to claim
the basketball venue is envi-
rnanentaII}r friendly, reports
AP.

Environmental grou
Greenpeace has taken Eunsull:—’
tants Environmental Planning
Pty Ltd and the Ol
dination Authority (OCA) to
court over chemicals used in the
air-conditioning system at the
21.000 seat SuperDomne.

"They (Environmental
Planning) had made the claim
that green friendly products
would be used in the Superdome
and quite clearly HCFC a ozone-
depleting substance will be used
in the Superdome and that's not
green friendly,” said Greenpeace
ﬂlymc}::ic spokesman Michael
Bland,

Greenpeace say Olympic
guidelines state ozone-depleting
chemical such as HCF‘B 123
should not be used in venues
and want ammonia, a natural
coolant, to be used instead.

“This decision by Environ-
mental Planning to jump out of
the case is a severe blow to the
Olympic Coordination Authori-
ty's case," said Bland.

In a statement to the Federal
Court this afternoon, Envi-
ronmental Planning, a private
company hired to monitor the
impact of Olympic venues, un-
dertook not to repeat the repre-
sentation that "green friendly

roducts would be purchased”
or the Olympic SuperDome.

However, lawyers for the
OCA continue to fight the case
brought by Greenpeace and have
questioned whether the Federal
Court has jurisdiction.

Justice Roger Gyles has
agreed to hear arguments on the
issue in a fortnight.

Double trouble
for Mac, Borg

SYDNEY, July 9: Australia
has asked tennis greats John
McEnroe and Bjorn Borg to Ipa}r
tax twice on appearance fees
last year, reports Reuters.

e pair, and fellow veterans
Henri Leconte and John Lloyd.
had tax deducted from their fees

for a Veterans' Tour of
Australia last year.
But the ftournament pro-

moter, who deducted the tax,
went bankrupt before he could
Pa}r the Australian Taxation Of-
ice (ATO) — which then ap-
roached the players for around
0,000 Australian dollars
(13,300 US) each.

Sydney accountant Bill Bail-
lie, who is representing one of
the players, told Reuters the
ATO could not pursue the mat-
ter outside Australia, despite
sending tax bills overseas. But
he said the issue could come up
again if they visited Australia.

"The guys have told the ATO
to get stufled. They are ignoring
the matter,” Baillie said,

9 [(AP);
~iIn the dead of
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GSTAAD,
Switzerland, July
9: Spain's Albert
Costa reinforced
his title as King of
the Mountains
with a 6-3, 6-2
win over Vince

Friday
quarterfinal
Spadea at the 550,000-dollar
Swiss Open. reports AFP.

Costa, seeded eighth, has
done well at high-altitude
events like Gstaad, winning the
title here in 1996, and fwice
taking the trophy at Kizbuhel,
Austria; the other summer
Alpine event on the ATP Tour,

The 1.050-metre-high
Gstaad clay plays much like a
hardcourt, with balls flying fast
in the thin mountain air. of this
VIP' village. It suits the
Spaniard perfectly.

"l feel comfortable here in
Gstaad,” said Costa. "I love the

Frenchman Arnaud Di Pasquale makes a _
during their second round engagement at the

.......

tournament and I iike the alti-
tude. 1 play with a lot of topspin
and I feel like 1 can control the
ball well."

Spadea. ranked 29th, is the
sole member of the Top 30 not
to have won a tournament title.

His chances against the ex-
perienced Spaniard were bleak
on the day, with Costa hitting
top form in cloudy, somewhat
chilly conditions,

e eighth seed clinched the
first set quickly, then moved
into control with a break of the
American for 2-0 in the second.
Spadea dropped serve to lose,
putting a backhand long to go
out of contention on Costa's
first match point.

‘It may have looked easy, but
I had to fight." said Costa. ™ had
to play my best tennis. The
quarterfinals are never easy, |
was very concentrated and fo-
cussed.”

World No. 28 Costa will

forehand against his

Swiss opponent Marc Rosset

Swiss Open on July 8. Dj Pasquale won 7-5,

—AFP photo

sta storms into semis

compete Saturday for a place in
the final against either sixth-
seeded compatriot Francisco
Clavet or Moroccan surprise
Younes El Aynaoui. who
claimed third seed Marcelo Rios
as a second-round upset vietim.

With the top-four pair of
Gustave Kuerten. holder Alex
Cnrreé]a, Rios and Briton Greg
Rusedski all early victims,
Spain’'s Felix Mantilla is the
highest seed remaining on fifth.

The former 1998 French
Open semifinalist was playing a
later quarterfinal against

Frenchman | Arnaud De
Pasquale.

Italian Andrea Gaudenzi was
facing Ecuador's Nicolas
Lapentti in a battle of unseeded
players.

Costa has won all of his nine
career titles on clay. His last

I_Etiiumph came in April in Esto-
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20 million dollars;

Bosnian International Elvir Bilic
President Lorenzo Sanz at Mad

(R) being presented to the media by Real Madrid
rid on July 7. Bilic joined the Spanish giants for a sum of

—AFP photo

“Klenz (2:17.54) and Canada's

SYDNEY, July 9;
European football
club champions
Manchester Un-
ited will face a
squad of appren
lice Olympians in a two-match
series against Australia in a
tour already marred by legal
threats, reports AFP,

Tour organisers Rivkin En:
tertainment (RE) are threaten-
ing to sue the treble-winning
club if manager Alex Ferguson
and honeymooning midfielder
David Beckham miss next
week's games in Melbourne and
Sydney.

RE hopes the threat to with-
hold two million dollars (1.3
million US) from United might
be enough to coax Beckham to

pean clubs withholding
carried little weight in their
pre-season, as most of the big
Australian names are missing,

shorten his honeymoon with
Victoria "Posh Spice" Adams.

But Soccer Australia's threat
to invoke FIFA bans on Euro-
players

Only two of the side which
started against the World XI in
Sydney last month -- Alex To-
bin and Stan Lazaridis -- are in
the squad to play United at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on

Thursday and three days later

at Sydney’'s Olympic stadium.
Raul Blanco, the Australian

Olympiec and national coach,

has named 14 prospective un-

der-23 Olympic hopefuls in the

20-man squad to take on the

English league and cup champi-

Skoko wi

) f

Players — (backrow

L-R) Mofazzal Hussain and SM Sajjad
— and officials of the Bangkok-bound Bangladesh snooker
team, which ‘will take part in 16th Asian Snooker
Championship. The week-long tournament will begin in
l the Thai capital from tomorrow. -

early
club 24 hours to respond.

RE warns Beckham, Ferguson

ons. |
Mark Viduka, Harry Kewell
and John Aloisi. who would
have headed the Australian
strike force, are missing, gifted
Socceroos Ned Zelic and Paul
Okon are absentees, goalkeeper
Zeliko Kalac is also not coming
and Tﬂnf- Vidmar and Josip
| remain in Europe.

Manchester City midfielder

Danny Tiatto was called up af-
ter returning .o Australia
holiday, while the Petkovic
boys Jason and Michael will
battle with Olympic hopefuls
Joe Didulica and Danny Milo-
sevic for the custodian's spot.

ar a

"Of course it's going to be dif-
ficult -- United is an unbeliev-
able side. but the Australian
boys are ready to face the chal-
lenge head-on," Blanco said
Friday.

Also prepared to take on
United head-on are organisers
Rivkin Entertainment.

RE said it would withhold

the two million dollars, half of
United's fee for the two
against Australia, if Beckham
and Ferguson were missing.

aimes

faxed United
has given the

The compan
Friday an

Beckham was honeymoon-

ing in the Caribbean after mar-
rying Adams, while Ferguson
was due to be knighted at Buck-
ingham Palace on July 21.

Solicitors for RE warned the

European champions would be
in breach of contract if the star
midfielder and manager did not
come,

RE managing director Do-

minic Galati confirmed the
company would sue if that hap-
pened

“'Dﬁr solicitors sent them let-

ters this morning and we have
given them 24 hours to reply,”
Galati said Friday.

"We are paying more money

for Manchester United than
anybody has before and that
includes Alex Ferguson and
David Beckham -- you do not
send a soccer tearn out without a
coach,” Galati said.

I you."

World Student Games |

Jay captures
athletics gold

PALMA DE MALLORCA.
Spain, July 9: Cuba's Yuhislei-
dis Cumba Jay won the first
athletics gold of the World Stu-
dent Games when she took the
shot put on Thursday. reports
Reuters.

Cumba Jay dominated the
competition from the first
round when she launched her
best effort of 18.70 metres. No
one else could get near.

China's Song Feina took the
silver medal with 18.28.

"It was reasonably easy.
There was not much difficulty
for me. After the first round 1
knew there would be no real
challengers.” Cumba Jay, a 23-
year-old physical culture stu-.
dent, said.

Cumba Jay is used to success
and failure in almost equal
measure.

She won the 1993 Pan-
American junior title and last
year took the Caribbean and
Central American crown, her
first major senior title, but
failed to qualify for the finals
of the 1995 world champi-
onships and the 1996 Olympics.

The United States achieved
their first medal outside the
swimming pool when Leigh
Daniel conquered her pre-race
nerves and won the women's
10,000 metres in 32 minutes
58.80 seconds.

Japan's Yuri Kano led for
almost the entire race, regu-
larly signalling for the chasing
group to help with the pace, un-
til Daniel kicked for home with
four laps to go.

Japan's Tomokio Hagiwara
collected two gold medals in the
swimming pool.

Hagiwara, who won the
women's 100 metres butterfly
on Sunday and took the silver
in the 200 backstroke on Tues-
day, picked up the 200 metres
individual medley gold and
swam an outstanding butterfly
leg to help guide Japan to vic-
tory in the 4x100 metres medley
relay.

She clocked two minutes
16.21 seconds to win the 200 in-
dividual medley by more than a
second from Germany's Sabine

Elizabeth Warden (2:18.06).-She
then helped Japan achieve the
third Games record of the meet-
ing as they won the medley re-
lay in 4:09.90 to slice just over
half a second from the mark set
by the United States four years
ago.

The US were second in
4:11.82 and Ukraine third in
4:15.06.

"To be honest we did not ex-
Eect to do so well, although we

ave a lot of fast people. I'd call
it almost a perfect team. We are
really looking forward to the
Pan-Pac¢s now," Naoko Imoto,
who swam the anchor freestyle
leg, said.

United States-based Imoto,
who studies at Southern
Methodist University, said that
Japan had felt confident from
the outset that they could win
and had not seen any credible
challengers in the field.

American Cara Lane;, who
won the first swimming gold of
the Games on Sunday in the 800
metres freestyle, completed a
distance double in the 1,500,

Williams to make
Fed Cup debut

WHITE PLAINS, New York,
July 9; Venus and Serena
Williams will make their US
Fed Cup debut this month, join-
ing Monica Seles and Mary Joe
Fernandez on the team that will

lay Italy on July 24-25, US of-
Ecials said Wednesday, reports
Reuters.

[taly, first-round winners
against 1998 champions Spain,
will host the US team in An-
cona. The United States beat
Croatia 5-0 in the first round.
"It's great to have a team com-
posed of veterans and rookies,"
said US captain Billie Jean
King in a statement issued by
the United States Tennis Asso-
ciation.

"Our Fed Cup veterans, Mon-
ica and Mary Joe, have been
loyal to Fed Cup and have pro-
vided much glory for the United
States. | couldn't ask for better
rookies then Venus and Serena
and [ am glad that they are
playing Fed Cup for the United
States. -

Venus Williams is ranked
fourth in the world; Seles is
ranked fifth, Serena Williams
is ranked 12th and Fernandez
ranks 33rd.

Dokic disagrees

SYDNEY, July o7 Australian
tennis player Jelena Dokic has
dismissed a claim by John
McEnroe that Martina Hingis
tanked her first round match at
Wimbledon, reports AP,

Dokic, 16, beat the then No 1
Hingis 6-2, 6-0. While Dokic
was reaching the quarterfinals,
where she lost to American
Alexandra Stevenson, Hingis
was sunning herself in Cyprus
with boyfriend Ivo Heuberger.

Dokic insists Hingis, who
later lost the top ranking to
Wimbledon winner Lindsay

Davenport, was trying her
hardest.
"1 think she played really

well in that match,” Dokic said.
"I've played with her a few times
and practiced with her and I
know what she's like and what
she plays like."

"From my ‘mini of view |
played quite well and so did she
and | think it was one of the re-
ally good matches of the tour-
nament.”

The Yugoslav-born Dokic
was signed up Thursday to help
promote tickets for next year's
Sydney Olympics.

"Tennis players look at
and slams as the top s to
lay in but I also think things
ike Fed Cup and the Olympics
are just as important,” said Do-
kic.

"Especially having the
Olympics in Australia, itll be a
great thing having the crowd on
your side and everyone behind

o
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American Nanceen Perry (R) sprints
World University Games at Mallorea on .J uly 8.

the pack during the 200 metres final of the
Perry won the gold. —AFP photo

ahead of

ATP reserves the right

r - B GSTAAD, Swit-

¥ <zerland, July 9

The ATP refused

to allow the Swiss

Olympic Commi-

e ttee (SOC) to con-

duct surprise dope tests on

Swiss players, saying on

Wednesday they alone were re-

sponsible for testing, reports
Reuters.

The incident, which occurred
after first-round play at the
Swiss Open on Tuesday. has
sparked a bitter argument be-
tween the two sports bodies,
both claiming the right to test
players.

In a press statement the SOC
said it believed the position of
the Gstaad organisers and the
ATP was wrong legally and po-
litically in the current doping
climate.

At's our law. our position
and our right to be able to con-
trol every Swiss athlete when-
ever and wherever we want,”
said Fred Ernst. chief of doping
controls for the SOC. "The posi-
tion of Gstaad and the ATP is
that it isn't our right."

A controller from the SOC
arrived at the ritzy. Swiss resort
on Tuesddy evening and told
tournament organisers he was
there to conduct unannounced
tests on Swiss players, includ-
ing 1992 Olympic champion
Marc Rosset, Roger Federer,
Lorenzo Manta and George
Bastl.

He was denied access to the
players by tournament director
Jacques Hermenjat, on the

rounds that it was an ATP
Association of Tennis Profes-
sionals) tournament. Organis-
ers said the ATP which runs the
men's tour, had its own testing

and the SOC had no right to
conduct tests at such events.

"The tournament is sanc-
tioned by the ATP and subject to
ATP rules and testing." said
Zeljko Franulovic, ATP execu-
tive vice-president of Europe.
‘There's no need to have tests
done by other agencies.

‘It could be quite confusing,
You could have local clubs com-
ing down and testing. You can't
let anyone just test whenever
they want,

"One programme is enough
and we think our testing is the
best in the world.”

The ATP and Gstaad orgarn-
isers also argued that there were
N0 proper security or facilities ager-and promoter Vlad Warton.
to conduct such sensitive tests, A win in Las Vegas would
which could have left the re- itch Tszyu into mandatory de-
sults open to dispute. anse against another Mexican,

"There was just one gentle-  Julio Cesar Chavez.
man and a bag." said Hermen- Warton said today that con-
jat. "When we test on the Tour test could take place within 90
we make sure the proper facili- days of the Tszyu-Gonzalez
ties are in place, that there is

| clash with the new Sydney Su-
proper security and escorts for perdome a likely venue.
the players.”

Tszyu, whose record stands
al 22 wins, including 18 by
knockouit, one loss and one
draw, was scheduled to fight
" rGobnzalez for the vacant WBC ti-
tle last November.

The Mexican withdrew with
a b injury and Russian-born
Australian Tszyu captured the
title with a #fth round sloppage
of Cuban Djobelys Hurtado.

Promotional problems pre-
vented three attempts to hold a
Tszyu-Gonzalez bout.

While King owns a 50 per
cent stake in Gonzalez, Warton
was adamant there would be rio
problems, particularly since
the American promofer was
keen to work with Tszyu on an
ongoing basis,

“They say they have the best
testing? Every federation savys
they have the best testing in the
world but if so then why do we
have so many problems?"

T'szyu-Gonzalez
bout Aug 21

SYDNEY, July 9: Kostya

- Tszyu will make the first de-

fence of his World Boxing

Council super lightweight title

against Mexican Miguel Angel

Gonzalez at the Las Vegas
Hilton on Aug 21, reports AP,

The card will be co-promoted

by Don King and Tszyu's man-

‘1 think there was concern
about how these tests were being
conducted."” £ evri -

Hermenjat said an agree-
ment might have been reached
if the SOC had informed Gstaad
organisers of their plans.

But the SOC said it did not
intorm federations it was com-
ing, believing such notice would

defeat the purpose of unan-
nouriced tests,

‘We don't give warnings, we
do all our testing by surprise.”
said Ernst. "If you announce
you re coming what's the use?

‘Now we will have to take
measures to make sure this does
not happen again.

US sprinting ace Maurice Greene (R) winning the men's 100 metres of the
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Golden League

meet at Rome on July 7. —AFP photo
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