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Traffic Turmoil in Old Dhaka

Traffic turmoil has been a

rennial phenomenon in Old

haka. Among the factors re-
sponsible for this is the rising
trend, as in other parts of the
city, in the density of its
dwellers, combined with its
predominant character as a
commercial area. Almost all
the ground floors of the build-
ings, old and new, in the area
have non-residential character.
Even the maze of lanes and by-
lanes connecting the main
roads have almost the same
characteristic.

" The network of the main
roads comprises, among others,
the Nawabpur road, the south-
ern portion of North-South
road, Patuatuli stemming from
Sadarghat, Mitford road, Moul-
vibazar, on the one side and the
Naya Bazar, Bangshal road,
Nazimudin Road, Kazi Alauddin
Road, roads around City
Corporation Building, etc, leav-
ing aside the zones on the
north-east sides of Nawahi)ur
road. This is not a complete
scenario of the roads in which
heavy traffic, both wvehicular
and estrian operate.

e most galling thing about
the road traffic in this area is
that none of the roads within
-the ambit of this area is free
from heavy traffic congestion.

Some months ago, the prime

minister passed through
Nawabpur road to perform a
foundation-laying ceremony of
an administrative unit in the
District Court Complex, further
down the Nawabpur road. Since
at that time during her vis#t, all
roadside petty business estab-
lishments, hawkers and other
causative elements for road
congestion were cleared by the
traffic authority, the same road
presented a quite different look.
That road appeared somewhat
broad, leading many to wonder
how such a broad road can be
made to look narrow with the
clutter of random growth of
petty businesses and hordes of
hawkers along the route,
Nawabpur road is meant for
one-way vehicular traffic. But

Citizens' rally at
Osmany Udyan
today

By Staff Correspondent

A ‘citizens rally' will be held
in the city’s Osmany Udyan to-
day protesting felling of trees
and demanding retention of the
green spot there.

Prominent citizens will ad-
dress the rally, to be organised
by the ‘Movement for Protect-
lng 11,000 Trees at Osmany
Udyan'. Its Convener Prof Dr
Sirajul Islam Chowdhury will
preside over the rally, gegin-
}m‘ng at 4:30 pm, said a press re-
ease,

By A S M Nurunnabi

this measure of traffic control
does not save that road from the
abnormally heavy congestion
from early morning till late at
night. The road starting from
Sadarghat through Patuatuli
towards Mitford is similarly
meant for one-way age, but
this measure is vitiated when
rickshaw traffic from the side
lanes along the route merges
into the supposedly one-way

assage, thereby largely en-
ﬁam:mg the enormous burden

of congestion.
Besides the locust-like pro-

liferation of operating rick-

shaws, most of which are be-*

lieved to be without proper li-
cence, and which are mainly re-
sponsible for clogging the
movement of road traffic, an-
other big impediment in the
traffic flow is the stationa
trucks before shop fronts load-
.12% and unloading goods of
various descriptions, mainly CI
sheets, MS rods, sanitary mate-
rials, items of hardware, etc.
This seems to be particularly
true of the stretch of North-
South Road which is lined with
shops dealing in such materi-
als. For access to the big whole-
sale Moulvibazar market, quite
a good number of trucks ply on
the Mitford Road carrying sup-
plies to that market. When such
trucks remain engaged in un-
loading their consignments and
also for loading consignments

~ for various destinations, that

road undergoes horrid traffic
jams, It often takes hours to
pass through the heavy jam.
This is the normal picfure in
that area and also on the North-
South Road day in and day out.

Other main roads in old
Dhaka are similarly bedeviled
by traffic jams all the time.
When the rickshaws crawl for-
ward on these roads, back to
back, their progress is often
blocked by passing trucks and
another kind of vehicle named
push-carts and cycle vans
which have also Ltely in-
creased in number for their
utility in carrying small loads.

Observers feel the congested
traffic situation all over old
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while factories of Riders Keds,
Rose Knitting and Rose Fashion
are housed at different floors of
the building.

The fire caught machines
and raw materials like gar-
ments and rubbers used by the
factories. Huge smoke also en-
gulfed the building and its pe-

riphery.

The first and the second
floor that house a shoe factory
and a garment factory were also
partially damaged by the fire,
sources added.

The extent of damage in the
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Dhaka can be somewhat eased
if the traffic police personnel
are more alert in tackling the
trucks when loading and un-
loading on the main roads in
that area. Perhaps fixed hours
for operation of such trucks af-
ter peak traffic hours, possibly
late in the evenings may help in
reducing the suffering of people
travelling by rickshaws when
caught up in the bottlenecks
created by the trucks.

There is a long-pending pro-
‘posal for shifting the Dghl;ka
entral Jail to Kashimpur in
Joydevpur district. If that pro-
ject can be implemented with
all expedition, it will release a
big chunk of land for suit-
able utilisation in the interest
of relieving the terrible conges-
tion in the old part of the city.
But the worrying aspect of the
thing is that there is no know-
ing when the Central Jail could
be actually shifted on comple-
tion of the project. In the mean-
time, the chronic problem of
congestion . will be further
heightened with the swelling of
city population with concomi-
tant rise in the number of vari-
ous kinds of transports. The
situation in such contingencies
may be quite horrendous.
Traffic situation in some
other parts of the old city, such
as Saydabad, Farashganj areas
around Tipu Sultan Road has
already turned desperate owi
to maddening operation o
trucks, buses, push carts etc.
amidst the heavy assemblage of
people engaged in various occu-
pations.

Some suggested that con-
struction oi fly-overs at suit-
able points may help tackling
the multifarious problems be-
devilling life in the old parts of
the city. But such projects look
ambitious in the context of our
economic condition. It seems
that, for the present, we are
fated to live with the existing
state of things. Only our greater
determination to improve
things with our existing re-
sources seems to be our remain-

ing hope.

| Garments factory fire

incident could not be estimated
immediately.

Joydevpur police station and |

Fire Brigade sources said Papia
fell down on the ground when
she tried to climb down from
the rooftop of the five-storey
building of Rose Knitting Ltd
with a rope.

However, there were contra-
dictory statements about Ale-
ha's death. A number of injured,
undergoing treatinent at DMCH,
said that Aleha and Papia died
in-‘the same way. But some oth-
ers at the hospital said Aleha
died in stampede.

Aziron, who was injured in
the incident, said that when the
news of fire broke out, a large
number of workers started run-
ning down the staircase, only
exit from the building, resulting
in a stampede. '

"Some others went to the
rooftop and tried to get down to
the ground by using ropes. But
most of them, including me and
Papia; got hurt when we fell
a:lﬂj-.:irn on the ground," Aziron
said.

Hartal victim

identified

By Staff Correspondent

The 60-year old man who
died during Thursday's hartal
in the city is Abul Hashem
Fakir, the Imam of a mosque at
Shyampur.

Hashem died from head in-
H:ries he sustained after being

it by brickbat at around 11 am
at College Gate. ' _
He hailed from Hiron,

Gopalganj, and was living in

Jurain. He was serving at Is-
lambagh Jame Masjid.

Seeing his photograph in
different daillies, people from
his locality went to the Dhaka
Medical gﬂllﬂgﬂ Hospital yes-
terday and identified him.

The bndf' of the victim was
taken to Islambagh. It will be
sent to his willage today,
sources said.

Meanwhile, a case was
lodged with Mohammedpur
thana but no arrest was made in
this regard till filing of this re-
part last night.

3 of a family
killed in road

accident

‘SHERPUR, July 9: Three
members of a family were
killed and six others, including
a lormer municipal chairman,.
injured in a tempo-truck colli-
sion at Tarakandi in. Sadar
thana on Dhaka-Sherpur
highway tonight. reports UNB.

The victims were identified
as Baishakh 30, brother of for-
mer chairman of Sherpur
Paurasava Abdur Razzak, Raz-
zak's wife Helena 35, and
daughter Puthi 13,

Police said the accident took
place at about 8.30 pm killing
Baishak on the spot and injur-
ing all the eight passengers of
the tempo.

Helena and Puthi succumbed
to their injuries on way to hos-
pital. The six others were ad-
mitted to Sherpur Sadar Hospi-
tal.

Razzak along with his fam-
ily: members were returning to
the district town . from
Narayankhola of Sadar thana
after attending a family fune-
tion.

Demonstration

From Page 1
will ‘alse hold rallies and bring
oul processions at 4 pm, said a
press release.

Meanwhile, Kotwali thana
unit of Jatiyatabadi Sech-
hashebak Dal yesterday held a
protest rally at Ahmed Bawani
Academy and later bro
a procession protesting filing of
‘false” cases against city BNP
convenor Sadek Hossain Khoka
and others. ' '

The procession paraded dif-
ferent roads, including Bangsal,
English Road, Siddique Bazar
and Nwab Yousuf Market, and
chanted slogans against the
government.

Kashmir

From Page |

crucial for an orderly with-
drawal of the Mujahedeen. In-
dia alleges the Mujahedeen are
backed by Pakistan army regu-
lars, but Islamabad denies this.

Nor did the statement men-
tion any contacts between the
Directors General of Military
Operations in India and Pak-
istan to discuss a ceasefire, a
step which the experts say
would be the first Erhase of any
orderly withdrawal.

Opposition Leader in the House of Commons William Hague called on
Sheikh Hasina at her hotel Suite in London on Thursday,

— PID photo

ht out .

Experts and officials have
agreed on private sector partic-
lpatinn in generation of power
or increased production, but
questioned the "donors' pres-
sure” for "vertical separation”
of the electricity management
and feared that it would create
further difficulties for the
troubled sector, reports BSS.

"We do not have any dis-
agreement on increasing the

eneration through [PPs
independent power plants), but
we are afraid if the donors' pro-
posals for unbundling the inte-
grated power management is
appropriate right now," PDB
chief Quamrul [slam Siddiqui
told a day-long discussion on

Wer sector relorms, organised

y the Engineers Institution in
the city yesterday.

The Power Development
Board (PDB) chairman feared
that instead of modernising the
PDB, its segregation in line
with the donors' suggestions
would cause problems in coor-
dination am? that it would
“only protect interests of for-
€ign companies in the long
rumn.’

"It {the separation) could be a
good system for the developed
countries, but we have to see our
perspective and national inter-
est first," he said. "The control
of the trade union Mafia and

Family business

From Page |

contrary to objective journal-
ism.

The sources termed the news
stories baseless, motivated and
mere figment of imagination as
the prime minister's son Joy,
who studies in the United
States, had neither gone to Lon-
don nor has any plan to do so
during the Prime Minister's UK
visit. |

"There is no scope to create
confusion by publishing such
imaginary stories on the prime
minister's wisit," the sources

should refrain from employing

such guesswork.

Transfer of op

From Page |
tor, withdrew its operations
from Bangladesh on July 1 as it
sold all its concerns in the
country to Shell without any
prior knowledge of the govern-
ment. Most of Cairn’s local of-
ficials are now working in
Shell Bangladesh Ltd,

Sources said that Cairn was
desperate to obtain an "ap-
proval” of transfer of Operator-
Shiﬁ by July because of its deal
with Shell. *That is why it has
spent millions of dollars be-
hind a lobbyist to get the ap-
proval by hook or by crook by
July,” said a former official of
Cairn.

“The whole procedure was a
mockery of the PSC, which is a
very complicated and big con-
tract,” commented another gov-
ernment official,

“If it was done properly, it
would have taught Petrobangla
how to handle a PSC within its'
guidelines and not by skipping
procedures,” he added, “Now, as

| they suspiciously skipped the

procedure, we can raise the
question whether high officials
of Petrobangla, Energy Min-
istry and Law Ministry took
any bribe.”

A represerntative of an oil
company said that the PSC
must have a system thruu[gh
which a company can transfer
its: shares and operatorship.
“The Cairn-Shell case was giv-
ing the energy sector people a
real experience and we hoped
that a normal system for
transfer of operatorship could

be devised. But now it appears

that there had been some irreg-
ularities in the government de-
cision,” he commented.

An expert explained that un-
der Clause 31 of Cairn’'s PSC,
the operator could only
“assign” part of its block to an-
other :::um}mny with the prior

Petrobangla.

He said the procedure to "as-
sign a third party" must comply
with the PSC terms and the PSC
operator must provide
Petrobangla with a report on
the technical and financial ca-
pability of that company and
the "deed of assignment”,

Shell oil did not enter into
blocks 15 and 16 as an "as-
signee’. Instead, it purchased
Holland Sea Search’s share in
early '98 and as Holland Sea
Search (HSS) was an original
signatory to these PSCs, Shell
entered the scene as a
‘purchaser” of HSS shares.

Shell had sought
Petrobangla’s clearance as a
“partner” in blocks 15 and 16 in
March '98.

"At that time, Petrobangla
sought opinion from a number
of its legal experts. The legal
advisors gave various opinions.
But they all said that the PSC
had no room for a "purchaser”.
It has room for "assignments,”
they said, according to the

- SOUrCes.

In late 1998, Cairn came up
with another problem. It sold
20 per cent of its concerns in the
country to Shell Oil without
Petrobangla's permission and
warnted to make Shell a “joint
operator” in the two blocks.

Petrobangla again sought
opinion from legal advisers.
But the legal advisers saw "no
way to split operatorship under
the PSC terms and conditions”.

Finally, on February 11,
Cairn again came up with an-
other problem. It wanted to
transfer "full operatorship” to
Shell as it sold all its concerns
in Bangladeshi to the oil giant
(again without prior permission
of Petrobangla).

‘This time, the legal advisers
said that Cairn could transfer
its nlperatnrship to Shell. but it
would have to follow a certain
procedure. First, Shell would

eratorship

have to "formally” become an
‘assignee” in the two blocks and
then Cairn could apply for
transfer of operatorship to
Shell.

But complications increased
as Shell did not seek
Petrobangla’s permission to be-
comie an "assignee" in blocks 15
and 16 but only wanted its sta-
tus to be upgraded in the PSC as
a "Purchaser” of HSS shares.
None of these deals had any
prior approval of Petrobangla.

"Then, Petrobangla sought
Law Ministry's guideline in this
regard. It sent a letter to the En-
ergy Ministry {which forwards
letters: to the Law Ministry),
specifically pointing out Shell's
involvement in the PSC for
Block 16 only and sought Law
Ministry’s guideline on how to
deal with, Shell-Cairn which
did not take prior approval for
operatorship transfer and how
the Law Ministry would explain
the status of a "purchaser” in
the light of the PSC,” one source
elaborated.

When the Law Ministry sent
its Tapproval®™ letter to
Petrobangla late last month,
Petrobangla authorities became
"puzzled" as it contained no an-
swer to its queries, the sources
said,

Later Petrobangla decided to
go by its legal advisers' advise
and told Shell Oil that it should
submit a letter seeking
Petrobangla's approval to be-
come an "assignee” of Cairn
with retrospective effect from
early "98.

Accordingly. Shell submit-
ted an application and
Petrobangla made several pa-
pers to make the oil giant an
‘assignee” in the two blocks
with retrospective effect.

“Finally the Petrobangla
Board approved the transfer of
operatorship in an amazing
speed,” said a source.

said, hoping that all concerned .

power theft and increased rev-

enue collection could be the ap-

propriate answer to the ploy."
Advisor of the former care-

| taker gﬂverﬂment Prof Jamilur

Reza Chowdhury also opposed
the proposal for the "vertical
separation,” saying donors of-
ten suggest measures as a "quick
fix" solution to problems.
. Chowdhury, who was in
charge of energy ministry in the
interim government, pointed to
the "unhealthy trade unionism
backed by political and official
atronage’ as the main reason
or inefficiency and system loss
in the sector.

He, however, said once a
policy was adopted, it should
not be disturbed at the imple-
mentation stage, rather a read-
justment could correct the pol-
icy.

Dhaka Eléctric Supply Au-
thority (DESA) chairman Shar-
fuzzaman Bhuiyan said despite
the crying need for reforms in
power sector, the management

Experts, officials agree on pvt power plants

Donors' proposals for separation of
power management questioned

of electricity still demanded the
government control.

"It is now clear that the way
the DESA was formed in early
1990s was not a correct process
as it failed to achieve its objec-'
tive,” he admitted. Lack of ac-
countability due to "uncon-
trolled trade unionism"” still
remained a major problem in
the sector, he said. ‘

The Polity Statement on
Power Sector Reforms, which is
being implemented since 1997,
said, "the responsibilities for
generation, transmission, and
distribution of electricity are

integrated and vested with the
same utility i.e. BPDB. This
makes it difficult to identify the
areas of poor performance and

take necessary corrective mea-
surers.,”

The statement su ed seg-
regation of power generation,
transmission and distribution

components under separate
companies. |

Do it, if you are sincere
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cases-against them before their
rehabilitation.

Jesmin said the owners of
the buildings had stopped elec-
tricity and water supply to the
brothels two days ago to force
the sex workers to give up their
profession.

She demanded of the build-
ing owners to return the money
paid to them earlier as 'advance’
against house rent.

Taslim Mia said, *We have
taken all responsibilities of the
sex workers until their rehabil-
itation”; He also assured that
the money paid as advance
would be returned.

The ADM assured the sex
workers that they would be re-
habilitated under the pro-

gramme for capacity building,
poverty alleviation and sus-
tainable livelihood for socially
disadvantaged women and
children.

He mentioned the Prime
rMinister's announcement of a

* TK two crore fund for the reha-

bilitation of repressed women
and children.

Many sex workers burst into
tears when Badal spoke of their
sub-human life.

Later, special prayers were
offered for the wellbeing of the
sex workers. But they refused to
perform * tauba’ { solemn oath
not to indulge in sin) when the
Imam asked them to do so. They
said they would perform 'tauba'
only when they would be reha-
bilitated properly. |

Khaleda

From Page 1

Begum Zia said the ruling
Awami League has long been
involved in various conspira-
cies and caused many murders
in a pre-planned way, later
blaming the Opposition for
those.

“Now they (AL) are engaged
in a dangerous game and trying
to create a situation of con-
frontation between the police
and the people,” she said,adding
hired goons of the ruling party
are involved in Wednesday's
murder at Zero Point. “Filing
of false cases against an un-
specified number of BNP lead-
ers and workers clearly proved
that they (AL) have committed
the crime.”

The BNP chief said the gov-
emment is trying to destory the
image of Sadek Hossain Khoka
MP as he will be her party's
candidate for the post nip Mayor
in the Dhaka City Corporation
elections. *Filing - of case
against Khoka is part of the
government's blue-print to use
the police force against him,"
she added.

Filing of murder case
against BNP MPs MK Anwar,
Amanullah Aman and Naz-
imuddin Alam, JCD leader
Habib un Nabi Sohel and Ward
Commissioner Chowdhury
Alam is alsg aimed at keepi
them busy with false cases an
to harass them.

The opposition leader said
that newspaper reports and
eyewitnesses' description
clearly proved that the murder
of police constable was a pre-
planned one because it took

lace near the Awami e of-
ice. The BNP procession had
teminated near the Golap Shah
Mazar much before the killing,
she claimed.

AL presidium
meets today

A meeting of the Awami
League Presidium will be held at
7 pm today at Awami Founda-
tion office, Dhanmondi. a party
press release said yesterday, re-
PRD RO, '

Rohingya
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But uncertainty and diffi-
culties on the of the UNHCR
to keep on providin sub-
sistence ration also cloud the

Mmr:ofthc:refu%eeﬂ' | :
After spending some 100

million dollars since the Ro-
hingyas had started crossing
into Bangladesh, UNHCR now
finds it difficult to run its pro-
mine, sources in it said.
UNHCR is considering a
number of options to relieve it-
self of the burden of guarantee-

- ing:ration to the refugees,

They said they are planning
to reduce the refugees’ depen-

dence on aid. The plan includes
making the refugees revise
kitchen garden, ultry and
nursery to help afiorestation of
the areas where they des

the virgin forests in Cox's
Bazar. Besides there would be
stress on healthcare and educa-
tion.

"These skills would eventu-
ally help the refugees to work
back at home when they are
repatriated, which is our ulti-
mate goal. and at the same time

-getting out of a long time habit

that had its psychological im-

pact of living on guaranteed ra-

tion," one source said.

- Medical Colle
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