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From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, July 8 10ne young woman of village Ra-
sulpur in Nasirnagor ?gmﬁ committed suicide recently by

herself.
sources, husband of the victim, Rina

to her
Begum,20, had been missing for five . Nobody knew his
absence t be the cause of her com-

whereabouts. His
mitting suicide, But actual cause of her death is yet to be as-
cerlained. Postmortem of the body was done at Brahmanbaria

Modern Hospital.
5 killed in road accidents
From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, July g Five persons were killed and 20 others
mntajncdinjuﬂmltlnl?fm separate road mishaps recently on the

national hway.
In the first incident a r bound t coach while

m thro Palashbari knoc a child and later
a electric pole near Palashbari post office. The
victim, Mahfuzer .9, rushed to ur Medical College Hospi-

tal where he succombed to his injuries. On the same

y in an-
other road mishap four persons were killed when a

bound

truck loaded RCC electric poles turned turtle. A total 14
cloth traders of district were trave on board the ill-
fated truck.. Of them four persons named Gafur, 40, Md

Ali, 35, Abdus Sattar, 44, and Abdul Quddus, 50, died on the
spot. -

Man killed in road mishap
From Our Correspondent .y ”
KISHOREGAN.J, July 9 A bi-cycle rider was recen
when he was run mrﬂ?' by a speeding truck on Kishoreganj-
Chamtaghat roatl near Karimganj madrasaa at Karimganj

thana uarters.
Pulilf:a&m:: raald. Kamrul Islam, 21, of village Gopinath-

thana ri bi-cycle when he was run
E;%%bﬁﬁ tﬁ.ﬁ.aHe g::d instantly. Later on
police seized the ‘

MADARIPUR, July 9 Bangladesh Rural Development Board
under its Productive Employment Generation Project (PEP)
distributed Tk 2.90 crore as loan among the poor during the
1998-99 fiscal, reports UNB.

Poor ple, including women of Shirkhara, Bahadurpur,
Dudhkﬂmalikapur. Rasti, Ghatmaghi, Pearpur Jhoudi and
H]maﬁur unions in the sadar thana received the loan.
were also given toilet slabs and hand-driven tubewells free of
interest under the programme in order to help improve the
environment.

Workshop on health care held

MADARIPUR, July 9: A training workshop on mother and
child heath care and f g sponsored by the district
information office was recently at the office of the Thana
Nirbahi Officer, Kalkini under Madari district, reports BSS.

Fifty persons including school teachers and Imams of
mosgues cipated in the training. The participants were in-
formed of the various programmes of the government for the
control of po‘pulaunn boom. They were requested to play their
roles in the family pl activities in their respective areas
" in the greater interest of the nation.

1373 families get wheat

CHUADANGA, July 9: A total of 494 tonnes of wheat was dis-
tributed under the normal VGF programme among 1,373 desti-
tute families of 30 unions of the four thanas of Chuadanga dis-
trict in the last financial year, reports BSS.

Ac to an official source, of the total wheat, 99 tonnes
was distributed among 275 destitute families of six unions un-
der Ch sadar thana, 214 tonnes among 595 families of
13 unions of , 115 tonnes among 320 families seven
unions of Damurhuda and 66 tonnes 183 families of four
unions of Jibannagar th?‘na:.d"['he I;ilatﬂct}] rtlichi; and dis&u&mﬂ
management department istributed the wheat among
destitute families under the vulnerable group feeding pro-

gramme of the government.

Eyes of Sarbahara man gouged

BARISAL, July 9: people gouged out the eyes of mem-
ber of Sarbahara Lﬁrty in village Baishari of Banaripara thana
recently, reports UNB.

Police said a mob caught Avi, 28, when he was passing
through the village and Fn out his eyes. He was engaged in

collec

terrorism and illegal tol tion in the area. Avi was under-
going treatment in a hospital here.

Two get life term
SATKHIRA, July 9: A court here recently sentenced two peo-
ple to life term in nﬂmchargenfklmpmgayuungglﬂand
s

selling her to pimps in India, :
Acc awser and Akbar kidna
m her house at vill sold

to prosecution,
Latifunnesa, 22, Kadamda

her to pimps in India on June 17, 1998, hearing nine wit-
nesses and examinjnﬁ records, Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Anisur Khan found them guilty of human
trafficking and handed down the verdict.

911 TR schemes implemented

MYMENSINGH, July 9: Nine hundred eleven schemes under
Test Relief (TR) programme against an allocation of 1.653
tonnes of wheat were implemented in the ten thanas of the dis-
trict by between July 1, 1 and June 30 this year, reports BSS.

According to an official source, out of the total schemes, 182
were in sadar thana for 342 tonnes of wheat, 111 in
for 180 tonnes of wheat, 132 in Trishal for 222 tonnes of wheat.

83 in Phulpur for 172 tonnes of wheat, 110 in Muktagacha for

120 tonnes of wheat, 47 in Fulbaria for 183 tonnes of wheat, 67
in Nandail for 140 tonnes of wheat, 152 in Iswargonj for 196
tonnes wheat in Bhaluka for 24 tonnes of wheat and 23 in
Gourlpur for 74 tonnes of wheat. The schemes included con-
struction and reconstruction of roads and embankments. re-ex-
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Mass awareness needed to

fight arsenic contamination

From A Correspondent

KUSHTIA, July 9: Mass
awareness is the urgent need of
the hour to nt arsenic con-
tamination in drinking water
in rural areas of the country
and the findings of Ramkrish-
napur village model can help
fight the contamination.

Speakers at a seminar held
here recently observed the view.
The seminar was organised
ointly by the Ministry of

ealth and Family welfare and
the Kushtia Folklore Research
Institute,

Dr Anwarul Karim, Director
of Folklore research Institute,
presented keynote paper, which
was the outcome of his inten-
sive research of impact of ar-
senic on soico-economic and
cultural life of the villagers of
Ramkrishnapur under Bhera-
mara thana of the district.

Presided over by Deputy
Commissioner of Kushtia Ab-
dus Salam, the seminar was ad-
dressed, among others, by Di-
rector of Bio Chemical Cenetre
of Dhaka University Professor
Kamaluddin Ahmed, Vice
Chancellor of Islamic Univer-
ﬂ% Professor M K:geauddi::}.f

uty Porgramme Manager
Ministry nfgll:lea]th and %ﬁ:mly
Welfare AZM Iftikhar Hussain,
World Health anisation
resentative Abu Daud, UNICEF
representative Barkatullah,
Civil Surgeon of Kushtia Sadar
Badruddin, Executive Engineer
of PHE AFM Reza Hussain, Is-
lamic University teachers
Makhulukur Rahman and Ghi-

asuddin, Farm Mana t of-
ficer of GK Project dullah
Siddique and Shahidur Rah-

man of an international NGO.
Professor Kamaluddin in his

address congratulated Dr An-

warul Karim for his findings at

the Ramkrishnapur village
about arsenic contamination
and said his findings will be
much useful for the policy
ers in the government in
mitigating arsenic contamina-
tion.

Professor M Kayesuddin
while commenting on the re-
search of Dr Anwarul Karim
said that the findings about ar-
senic contamination can pro-
vide a new approach to the mit-
igation of arsenic contamina-
tion in Bangladesh,

AZM Ifikar Hussain said a
study from a remote area ma
also present information whic
can be of real use. "We cannot go
back to pond culture any more.
We must find out alternative
source for safe water including
tubewell”,

Abu Daud of WHO and
Barkatullah of UNICEF ex-
pressed hope that the findings
of Dr Anwarul Karim at a re-
mote village can provide a new
approach to arsenic mitigation

ENIDAH: Unscrupulous woodcutters are utn ring te wayside rees, which ar

s R

looked after by the government agencies. This photo was taken recently from, Chhatabhara

ﬂ
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Kushtia highways,
roads in bad shape

From Our Correspondent

KUHSTIA, July 9 Roads and
highways in the district are in
deplorable condition due to
lack of proper maintenance.

The poor condition of the
highways has been attributed to
excessive pressure of vehicular
movement and incessant rain.
The roads have developed in-
numerable big and small pot-
holes.

The highways are Kushtia-
Jhenaidha, Kushtia-Meherpur,
Kushtia-lshwardi, Kushtia-
Bheramara-Mohiskundi-
Pragpur, Kushtia-Meherpur and
Kushtia-Alamdamga-
Chuadanga roads.

About five hundred trucks
and buses ply daily on the roads
which connect port city Khulna
with the northern region of the
country. But lack of proper and
timely maintenance of the

roads and rough driving on the
roads have made them ex-

- tremely hazardous.

The owners of buses, mini
buses and trucks of Kushtia
district recently held a joint
meeting with Shihabuddin
Ahmed, President of their or-
ganisation, in the chair and
discussed the poor condition of
the roads.

They said these roads and
highways are quite unfit for
plying any vehicle.

€ speakers present at the

meeting also said if the roads
are not repaired by Roads and
Highways Department immedi-
atcar. their the vehicles owned
by them will stop plying.

It is a general practice that
after rainy season authorities
concerned take up the repair
work but in Kushtia no step was
taken in the previous year.

Because of the poor condi-
tion of the roads and highways
accidents occurring nowadays
on the routes.

Recently an accident was oc-
curred due to a big pothole on
Kushtia-Bheramara road,
killing a helper of the ill-fated

bus.

Discussion on
- Madhusudan

. KESHABPUR, (Jessore), July

91 Speakers at a discussion

meeting held in Keshabpur
thana shad auditorium on
Jums; 29 to mark ll;e 125 death
anniversary of Michael
Madhusudan Dutta paid trib-

utes to the greatest epic and
Flayiﬁn'ight of the Ba.ngia litera-
ure,

BSS.,
Organised Madhusudan
scussion was

ﬁcadﬁ. the
Brem over by poet Khasru

arvez, president of the
Academy.

- Two girls1 receive acid
injuries in Mymensingh

From Aminul Islam

MYMENSINGH July 7: Two

young girls were exposed to acid
injuries in the district recently

“in ate incidents.
E;%e victims were identified

as Momena Khatun, 25, daugh-
ter of Aftab Uddin of Village
Joydarkhali under Gafar
thana and Khadeja Khatun, 14.
daughter of Abu ar Siddique
of village Chak Radha Kanai
under Phulbaria thana.

Momena Khatun received
acid injuries at the dead of
night recently when she was
sleeping at her house with her
younger sister Mina Akhtar, 13,
and niece Kakon, 8.

According to police and
family sources, one Rabbani.
son of Falan Daptari of village
Shaheed N : al}emthrew
acid on her through w.

Rabbani wanted to marry

Mina, sister of the victim. But
Mina refused him.

Later angry Rabbani threw
acid throw window to ‘take re-
venge on Mina'. But Momena,
who was sleeping in her sister
Mina's room, received fatal in-
jury. But Mina and Kakon for-

‘tunately esca

ped injury.
Critically injurgd Momena
was rushed to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital
{(MMCH).
A case was lodged with
Gafar,

police but none was
yet to be arrested.

In another incident, Hira
Mia, son of late Abdul Hakim,
along with his associates al-
legedly threw acid on the
teenager when she went out to
ris nd to the call of nature at
nignt.

According to police and vic-
tim's family sources, Hira pro-
posed the girl. But the proposal
was rejected by the victim and
ﬁ;&r family members, ‘angering

m',

Hira threw acid on her to
‘take revenge’, neighbours said.

Khadeja was rushed to
MMCH in critical condition.

Hira and Moffazal were ar-
rested for their alleged in-
volvement in the incident.

Earlier, Md Shahidul Islam,
brother of the victim, filed a
case with Phulbaria thana in
this connection.

increasing in Moulvibazar

MOULVIBAZAR, July 9: De-
spite government efforts to en-
sure education for all by the
Em‘ 200, the number of child

bourers in the tiny town is in-
creasing in an appalling rate,
reports UNB.

Officials attributed the ris-
ing trend of child labourers to
migration of poor families to
the town, :

They said the poor families,
rendered hormneless by natural
calamities, continued to move
to the town in search of livings.

According to a survey con-
ducted by an NGO, 90 per cent
minor boys of these ﬂnatinzg
families, aged between 8 and 12,
are working as hotel boys,
rickhawpullers and day labour-
ers. '

The survey showed that
many young girls of these desti-
tute families are also engaged in
anti-social activities, giving a
rise to the number of floating
sex workers,

Local people have urged the
authorities concerned to take
necessary measures for rehabil-

‘hazard to public

itation of these poor people,

Another says: Unplanned
and indiscriminate dumping of
garbage and cattle slaughtering
in the town have Ezsed a serfous

‘ alth,

‘Witnesses said butchers
slaughter cattle anywhere they
like and leave behind its
wastes.

There is also a large number
of bread and biscuit factories,
restaurants and tea stalls in the
town which are emitting thick
smoke everyday causing air
poilution while "engineering
workshops alongside roads are
blamed for sound pollution.

As the municipality authori-
ties have failed to set up ade-

uate number of bins around
the town, the townsmen con-

tinued to dump their kitchzn”

arbage everywhere polluting
the environment,

Local elite urged the munici-
pality authorities as well as the
non-government organisations
to come up with a programme to
make the people aware about

the environment.

Another report adds: The
weather and soil of the district
are most suitable for large-scale
cultivation of jackfruit, accord-

iNrg(;n a survey conducted by an

The survey showed that
there are six lakh jackfruit
trees in the district, producing
some three crore fruits on an
average every year,

But the jackfruit orchards in

the district are not well planned
the surv?r said.
It said jackfruit production
could be made double in the
district by planting trees in an
organi manner and provid-
ing the growers with proper
training and equipment.

On the other hand, growers
are being compelled to sell jack-
fruits, at throwaway prices for
lack of marketing and storage
facilities. _

They urged the authorities
concerned for providing them

roper training and thus give a
goos[ to jackfruit production.

Smuggled goods worth Tk 50 lakh
recovered in Joypurhat

JOYPURHAT, July 9: A joint
team cum%rising Anti-smug-
ing Task Force, BDR and po-
Ce In a six-hour drive in fron-
tier panchbibi bazaar recovered
smu goods worth over Tk
50 lakh Monday night, reprots

Ac on a tip-off, the team
launched the operation all 11
E)m and recovered two truck-

aded sm ed goods, includ-
ing onion. The smugglers fled
the scene leaving behind the
trucks sensing the arrival fo the
team.

Deputy Commissioner Abu
Naser Ahmad, BDR commander
LT Col Abdul Khaleque, Addi-
tloanl District Magistrate Du-
lal K Shaha and ASP Moham-
mad Shajahan conducted the
anti-smu drive.
posnes e bETE, Tt

e i Custo
ms

g .
In a ate anti-sm
drive by BDR on Fanét ibi-
Hilli road, Panchbibi-Joypuhat
:zgv &cll"l:::ld Jnypttlrrhgt rail station
contrabands
about Tk 50,000. =

BSS from Chuadanga sa :
Smuggled Indian uning Wnrﬁ

ed Indian onion and recoverd
000 kg of onion worth taa
1,.91.900
The trucks were also confis-
catd but nobody was arrested in

Bridge at
Agoiljahara
inaugurated

AGOILJHARA (Barisal), July
9. = Chief Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah has said the govern-
ment attached top priority to
road development as the coun-
try's progress is not possible
without a sound communica-
tions system, reports BSS.

Addressing the opening
emony of a bridge at Joab
here on Saturday as the chief
guest. the Chief ip said the
present government has spent
remarkably through the Zila
Parishads, Local Government
Department and the Road and

CEr-

HiFhwaya department for de-
ve

oping the country's road
network,

Presided over by Deputy

this connection.'Earlier the
BDR jawans recovered 107 gas
cilinders from the border areas
of Chuadanga district. The gas
cilinders were being smuggled
to India. The value of the gas
cilinders is taka 3,42, 400.

The foreign made gas cilin-
der is generally used in re-
fragerator and air-coditioner.

Another UNB report from
Tangail ﬂcﬁa: A special tribul-
nal in the district ahs sentenced
two people to six year's regorous
imprisonment (RI) and another
to three years' Rl for smuggling
Indian '

zira' (cumin seeds) into the
country,

Of the convicts, Ashrab Ali
and Rabi Karmaker of Porabari
village in Sadar thana were
awarded six yvears' Rl and fined
Tk 1,000 each, in default, to suf-
fer another six months in
prison.

The other convict Abdul
Matin of Patualipara village of
the same thana, was sentenced
to three years' Rl and fined Tk
2,000, in default to suffer six
months more in prison.

According to the prosecution

programimne. area under Kaliganj thana of the district. — Star photo
s 'UNDP programme
NllIIIbeI‘ Of Ch]].d labourel's for sex workers’
rehabilitation

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 9:
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) will im-
plement a Tk 10 crore rehabili-
tation programme for the sex
workers of four red-light areas

in the country including the
Tanbazar-Nimtoli brothel,
Deputy Commissioner Office
sources said. -

. _Under the project, “UNDP
Capacity Building for Poverty
Alleviation and Sustainable
Livelihood of Socially Under-
privileged Women" , the sex
workers will be given medical
treatment and vocational
training,

The project, to be imple-
mented through the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare of the
government, will be operated by
a local committee comprisin
deputy commissioners and civi
surgeons of respective district

and UNDP and NGO representa-
tives.

25 houses, five
shops gutted
1n 2 dists

From Staft Correspondent

A total of 25 dwelling houses
and five shops were gutted in
two devastating fire incidents
in Mymensingh and Jamalpur
districts within a week.

. UNB from Mci,'mensingh re-

ports: Some 25 dwelling houses
were gutted at Shakua village in
Trishal thana on Thursday.

Police and witnesses said the
fire originated from the house
of Shah Abdul.

The 'loss was estimated at Tk

“five lakh.

Hafez Ruhul Amin Madani
MP and Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Rafigul Islam visited the
affected area.

Another report from Ja-
malpur says: Five shops at
Pigna Bazaar in Sarishabari
thana were gutted last week.

Witnesses said the fire origi-
nated from a lamp in the shop
of Akhter Ali on the night of
June 12. Valuables worth about
Tk 10 lakh were gutted.

Local people put out the blaze
after one hour of hectic efforts.

Reign of terror
in Rowangchhar,
Bandarban sadar

thanas

BANDARBAN, July, 9 As law
and order situation in two

-Department), Tk 59.5

"I‘lc_§.77 crore land dev tax

remains outstanding

FENI, July 9: Land devel
ment tax totalling Tk 2.77
corore remained otustanding in
the district till June, reports
UNB.

Distict Revenue Department
soruces said the major portion
of Tk 2.70 corre were unpaid by
government., semi-government
and autonomous organisations
as well as other institutions. Of
this, only Tk 8.17 lakh ahve
been realised. .

Of the remaining Tk 61.64
lakh outstanding with ordinary
farmers, Tk 46.16 lakih were
realised.

The Revenue department
filed 139 cases to relise the un-
paid land development tax.

Unofficial soruces. hwoever,
alleeged that the caes filed by
thedepartment were agaisnt
small landwoners and farmers,
but no legal or departmental
actions were taken against the
government and other institu-
tional defaulters.

Outstanding amount of land
development tax includes Tk
1.35 crore (Raod and Highways
lakh
(water development Board), Tk
42.99 lakh (BDRJ, Tk 6.31 lakh
(T&T). Tk 4.99 lakh (LGRD), Tk

2.95 lakh (Fisheries and Live-
stock). Tk 2.35 lakh (POwer De-
velopment Board), Tk 2.25
(Health), Tk 1.15 lakh (Power
Development Board), Tk 2.25
(Health), Tk 1.15 lakh (Police).
and Tk 84,729 (forest Depart-
ment).

The Revenue Department
sources said the major portion
of Tk 2.70 crore were unpaid by
government, semi-government
and autonomous organisations
as well as other institutons. Of
this, only Tk 8.17 lakh have
been realised,

Of the remaining Tk 61.64
lakh outstanding with ordinary
fillj:mgrs* Tk 46.16 lakh wee re-
alised.

The Revenue department

| filed 139 cases to realise the un-

piad land development tax.

Unofficial soruces, however,
alleged that the cases filed by
the department were against
small landowners and farmers,
but no legal orde ntal ac-
tions were taken against the
government and other institu-
tioanl defaulters.

Outstanidng amount of land
development tax includes Tk
1.35 crore (Raod and Highways
Department), Tk 59.59 lakh

(water Devclngmt Board), Tk
42.99 lakh (BDR), Tk 6.31 lakh
(T&T), Tk 4.99 lakh (Power De-
velﬂ]:bmt:nt Board), Tk 2.25
(health), Tk 1.15 lakh (Police),
and Tk 84,729 (Forest Depart-
mer_r]_r%.

e Revenue Department
also filed a case I!:st the lo-
cal Press Club for the outstand-
ing tax money. the Press Club
authorities started paying the
dues in installements. but the

Case against the club was not
withdrawn.

Foundation of
rest house in
Rangamati laid

RANGAMATI, July @
Chairman of the Chittagon
Hill Tracts Development Boar
(CHTDB) Bir Bahadur MP on
Wednesday laid the foundation
of Raj Bonobihar Rest House
here, reports BSS.

Speaking on the occasion he
said that the rest house will
play a significant role in
preaching Buddhism and con-
ducting research on the
Buddhist culture and heritage.

Vice-Chairman of CHTDB
Tara Charan Chakma, member,
implementation of CHTDB
Mohammad Abdul Aziz and
high officials of the board were
present at the function.
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