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J 1| How many matches have begg
scheduled for the World Cup 9

, 40 A4l 42
2 | Pakistan beat New Zealand in th

semnifinal by -

9 wkts 10 wkts | 53 runs

3| How many wickets did NZ bowler
Geoff Allott capture in the World

Cup
18 2] 20

4| Saqlain Mushtaq scored his
hattrick against which country?

Kenya | Zimbabwe | Bangladesh

9| "How many runs did Minhazul
Abedin score in the World Cup

120 140
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SPORTS TALK

Lance Klusener
(South Africa all-rounder)
"We didn't lose the game; we

were just beaten on a technical-

ity. It hurts but there is nothing
you can do about it.”
About the second semifinal

between Australia and South
Africa at the World Cup.

Div I soccer
- L] L)
Siraj hits

]
hattrick

A fine hattrick by Sirajud-
din guided East End Club to
snatch a facile 4-1 victory over
Dhaka Wanderers' Club in the
Keya First Division football
league at the Mirpur Sher-e-
Bangla National Stadium yes-
terday, reports UNB.

It was the second win for
East End in their third league
outing and the first defeat for
Dhaka Wanderers in the same
number of engagements.

East End have secured six
points after beating Wari Club
3-1 and lost 0-1 to the Muslim
Institute while Wanderers re-
mained at four points beating
Shantinagar 3-2 and drew
goalless with Wari,

Siraj struck thrice in a row
in the 7th, 10th and 18th min-
utes to complete the first hat-
trick in the First Division
league while Monir added one
more goal in the 78th minute
for winners.

Echo netted the consolation
oal for the old horse Dhaka
anderers in the 70th minute.,

In the day's other match,
Shantinagar Club defeated
Agrani Bank Club by a solit
goal at the same venue in the af-
ternoorn.

Masud (junior] netted the
all-important goal for Shanti-
nagar Club in the 45th minute.

No matches of the Metropo-
lis Premier and First Division
leagues will be held today.

Corretja
withdraws

GSTAAD. Switzerland, July
7: Defending champion and
second seed Alex Corretja of
Spain was forced out of the first
round of the Swiss Open on
Tuesday due to injury. reports
Reuters.

Corretja withdrew at 3-4
down to Ecuador's Nicolas
Lapentti in the upeninﬁ set after
re-injuring abdominal muscles
he strained last week during the
semifinals of the Spanish
championships.

The world number eight said
later he expected to be back on
court next week in Stuttgart.
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Premier Division engagement yesterday.

Striker Alfaz Ahmed scored
one goal in each half to give
favourites 'Mohammedan
Sporting Club a comprehensive
3-0 victory over Fakirerpool
Youngmen's Club in the lone
Kaya Premier [ootball league
match at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium yesterday.

The naticnal forward, who
is now in a devastating form,
led the way for Mohammedan's
third win in the league when he
shot the black and whites into
the lead in the 36th minute with
a powerful right-footer.

The dapper striker and the
linchpin of Mohammedan's
(wo wins in their three previous
games then fed his partner in
the up-front Rakib Hasan for
the second goal at the stroke of
the short whistle.

An ever improving Alfaz,
who started his career as a de-
fensive midfielder but eventu-
ally turned into a fine scorer by
his own right, completed the
Fakirerpool rout scoring his
second goal during the injury
time.

His second goal was a class
act from a class player. After
being fed by Motiur Munna deep
inside the Fakirerpool box, Al-
faz dodged past as many as
three Fakirerpool defenders
and then swivelling wonderful
on his left foot he chipped the

“ball into the upper right-hand

side of the far post with an im-
maculate right-footer.

e,

Alfaz fazes Fakirerpool

Sports Reporter

It was Alfaz's fourth goal in
the league, which made him the

joint top-scorer in the league

along ‘with Muktijoddha’s
Nigerian forward Effiene.

With this victory Mo-
hammedan joined Muktijoddh
at the top of point table. Both
have collected 10 points from
four outings.

But the outcome of yester-
day’s match hardly reflected
Mohammedans' supreme dom-
inance over the mediocre

FOIF A 55

Fakirerpool outfit. It would
have been a more resounding
victory for the popular Moti-
jheel outfit had not their expe-
rienced winger missed as many
as three sitters in the second
half.

Rakib was only to be blamed
to muff up an opportunity of
scoring the hattrick when the
national forward headed a mi-
nus from Anwar straight to the
hapless Fakirerpool custodian
Khairul in the 7 1st minute.

Rakib got another chance
eight minutes later when Alfaz
set him up with a neat square
‘pass inside the Fakirerpoll box.
But Rakib's thunderous right-

. Youngmen's Fakirerpool custodian Khairul thwarting a Mchammedan attempt during their

— Star photo

footer ricocheted off the cross-
piece,

Rakib paid the price of hit-
ting the ball as hard as possible,
instead of placing, for the sec-
ond time when he spoiled an-
other chance in the 83rd
minute, shooting straight to
Khairul who tipped the ball
over the bar for a corner.

Although Fakirerpool were
mostly confined to their own
Zone against an aggressive Mo-
hamimedan; they however got a

e €W OpeNings in the second half.

Fakirerpool got their best
opportunity in the match when

|striker Jalal (sr) came up with a

spectacular volley shortly after
the lemon break. But his effort
was denied by the metal-work.,

[t was Fakirerpool's third
deleat in four games. They got
their only point against Aba-
hani in the previous match,
which ended in a goalless draw.

Yellow card: Jala (sr) of
Fakirerpool

Team

Mohammedan SC: Ponir,
Faisal, Kamruzzaman Selim,
Jahangir Patwari, Monwar
Munna, Ruhul Amin, Motiur
Munna, Anwar Hossain,
Rashedul Hasan (Askar Babu),
Rakib and Alfaz.

Fakirerpool YMC: Khairul.
Ibrahim, Nazrul Islam, Mintu,
Anupam, Tofazzal, Nasiruddin,
Ashraf [(Tawhid), Delwar,
Aminul (Jalal jr} and Jalal sr.

Referee: Ibrahim Nesar.

SYDNEY, July 7
(Reuters): Aus-
tralian cricket
authorities are
looking at conti-

L o4 ngency plans for
next summer's home series with
India and Pakistan because of
the conflict in Kashmir.

India and Pakistan are both
scheduled to aﬁﬁa}r three Tests
each in Australia before joining
the host-nation in a triangular
limited-overs series.

But with the Kashmir con-
flict escalating, the Australian
Cricket Board (ACB) has been
forced to look at other options
for the one-day series in Jan-
uary and February.

ACB chiel executive Mal
Speed said on Wednesday:
"We're reviewing it on a daily
basis and we're seeking advice
from foreign affairs. (But) given
the situation, we are looking at
other options."

Political pressure from In-
dia and Pakistan has already
forced the cancellation of the
annual one-day tournament be-
tween the two countries held in
Canada each September.

Indian cricket star Sachin
Tendulkar said in New Delhi on

Friday that while the two coun-
tries were fighting "it's very
hard to go out there and play on
a cricket field".

His remarks came after for-
mer Indian captain Kapil Dey

| demanded that India should not

play Pakistan even on neutral
territory.

At least two former Pak-
istani captains have also called
for an end to cricketing rela-
tions between the two countries.
Intikhab Alam and Javed
Miandad both said that India
should have the courage to pull
out of the tri-nation one-day
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MALCOLM SPEED
series in Australia early next
year.

"But they can't dare do that,
The Australian Cricket Board
will hold them by the scruff of
their necks;" Javed said.

If there is a change to the
1999-2000 Australian summer
schedule, the most likelv solu-
tionn would be for Australia A to
replace either India or Pakistan

World Series in Kargil crisis

in the limited-overs competi-

tion.

“The other option is not to
have a triangular series, but in-
stead go head-to-head against
either India or Pakistan,” Speed
said,

The only other country
available to fill in as a re-
placement at that time is Sri
Lanka, but they have already
toured Australia this year and
will also host the Australians
in August and September.

The ACB are expected to rat-
ify that tour on Monday after
reviewing security arrange-
ments.

"The decision whether the
securily measures are appro-
Eriate is up to the ACB directors

ut it was a successful mission,"
Australian Cricketers' Associa-
tion president Tim May said.

'l was satisfied with the
steps that have been taken and
are being taken but at the end of
Eléﬂday we will be guided by the

Hrbaty
humbled

BASTAD; Sweden, July 6:
American Jeff Tarar;]gu upset
top-seed Dominik Hrbaty of |
Slovakia 6-1, 6-2 on Tuesday,
in the opening round of the
325,000 dollars Swedish Open
tennis tournament, reports AP,

Change in fixture

Sports Reporter

. Bangladesh did not lay
their last league match of the
Asian Youth Cricket Champi-
onship yesterday as there was a
change in the fixture before the
tournament got started. But the
irony was that the news of the
change never reached Dhaka by
the tour manager until yester-
day.

As per earlier reports from
the Bangladesh Cricket Board
(BCB), B&nﬁladesh were sched-
uled to take on United Arab
Emirates (UAE) yesterday, but
Kutubuddin Aksir, manager of
the Bangladesh team, said that
it would be held today. He how-
ever did nol provide any details
about the change in the fixture

earlier. It was learnt that the
revision had been done before
the start of the championship.

Bangladesh will take on
Papua New Guinea in the semi-
finals at Kalang ground in Sin-
gapore on July 9. The defending
champions moved into the
semifinals with two straight
wins from Group A and without
playing their last league match
against UAE.

According to Aksir, a vice-
president of the BCB,
Bangladesh emerged winner
from Group A with four points
while UAE, who have earned a
point from an abandoned
match against a defeat, have a
chance to finish at par with
Malaysia provided that they
beat Bangladesh today:.

Meanwhile, Papua New
Guinea finished second from
Group B behind surprise-setter
Nepal, who topped the Igru:»u on
better net-run rate after }I:::)nth
finished their campaign with
four points,

Agragami lift
McDowells Cup

From Our Correspondent

CALCUTTA, July 7: The Mc-
Dowells Gold Cup, the first
football tournament of the sea-
son ended on Tuesday with
Tollygunge Agragami winning
the title. They defeated East
Bengal 6-3 in the tie-breaker.
Both teams were locked 2-2 at
the end of the scheduled 90

minttes.  Extra time {ailed tao |

break the deadlock. This tour-
nament was won by Muktijod-
dha Club of Bangladesh last
year,

Agragami earlier defeated
Mohun Bagan in the semifi-
nals.

Al the Yuba Bharti Kriran-
£an it looked smooth sailing for
them as they took a 2-0 lead be-
fore the breather. Srikantha
Dutta scoring twice ca italising
on defensive errors ]I::‘w East
Bengal central defenders Ak-
shay Das and Chanchal Bhat-
tacharjee. However, aided on by

- some innovative wing play by

substitute Supriya Dasgupta.

East EEHE&] bounced back after
the breather.

Schools h'ball

Ansars and VDP High regis-
tered a massive 18-1 victory
over Kamalapur Shere-e-
Bangla Railway High in the
10th Bata schools boys hand-
ball tournament at the Outer
Stadium handball ground yes-
terday. reports UNB.

The winners dominated the
first half 9-1.

Motin scored seven and
Mansoor five for the winners
while Sajib netted the consola-
tion goal for the losers.

In other fixtures of the day,
Shaheed Nabi High and BAF
Shaheen School won their re-
spective matches at the same
venue, |

Shaheed Nabi defeated Blue
Birds Academy 14-3 after lead-
ing the first half 8-2,

Zubaid and Schel scored
four each for the winners while
Monwar, Sumon and Almas
netted one each for the losers.

Maracana, Murumbi
World Club meet
venues

LOS ANGELES, July 7: FIFA
confirmed Tuesday that Rio de
Janeiro's legendary Maracana
Stadium and Sao Paulo's Mu-
rumbi Arena will stage the in-
augural FIFA World Club
Championship next January,
reporis AFP.

Blatter said the new eight-
team tournamer . (o be staged
from January 5-14. would be a
huge success and said it was
proving popular with television
channels.

Meanwhile, Blatter said
Tuesday that he understood the
disappointment of fans of Eu-
ropean champions Manchester
United after the English club
withdrew from the English FA
Cup to compete in the Brazilian
tournament,

Blatter said, "I understand
the disappointment of the
Manchester United fans. It is
certain they will not see their
team compete in the English
Cup but it is the confederation,
in this case UEFA — which en-
ters the team of its choice.”

Champions of the six FIFA
confederations (UEFA, Oceania,
South America, North/Central
America/Caribbean, Asia and
Africa) will compete in the
event.

Real Madrid, as reigning
world champions, are also in-
vited as are the Brazilian
champions (as representatives
of the host nation).
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File photo of former Sri Lanka

Sanath Jayasurya.

Exit Arj

'
!

COLOMBO, July 7
(Reuters/ Inter-
net): Sri Lanka on
Wednesday appoi-
nted Sanatha Jay-
asuriya as captain
in place ol Arjuna Ranatunga
who has been severely criticised
following the country's dismal
performance at the World Cup.

Sports Ministry officials
also said that Mahela Jayawar-
dene would be vice-captain in
place of Aravinda de Silva.

But Siddath Wettimuny,
head of the selection committee,
told that Ranatunga and De
Silva were retained in the pool
of players from which the
squad would be selected for the
forthcoming triangular series
in Sri Lanka against Australia
and India and the following
three-test series against Aus-
tralia,

Sri Lanka's new panel of se-
lectors agreed on the names af-
ter talks with Ranatunga, who
returned home on Monday after
an extended holiday abroad.

Officials said Ranatunga's
talks with the selectors had
been "friendly and cordial” but

~details of the discussions were

not immediately known. Ear-
lier, officials had suggested that
Ranatunga should step down on
his owmn,

Ranatunga, 35, played in Sri
Lanka’s inaugural Test in 1982
against England in Colombo.

lna, enter Sanath

He has been captain since 1990
and the high point in his career
came when he led Sri Lanka to a
shock victory in the 1996 World
Cup.
Nicknamed wvariously as
Napoleon, The General, or Cap-
tain Cool, Ranatunga was re-
garded as an intelligent strate-

ist and a clever middle-order

atsman but admitted after the
recent Cup debacle that none of
his tactics worked.

Wednesday's sacking was the
latest chapter in a miserable
year for Ranatunga.

He vowed never to return to
Australia after the most recent
Muttiah Muralitharan 'throw-
ing" scandal, which led to
Ranatunga getting a suspended
ban after walking his team off
the field.

Ranatunga has been under
inicreasing pressure to ste
down following his team's fail-
ure to reach the second round in
the recent World Cup in Eng-
land.

Sri Lanka have lost 18 of
their 25 one-day maltches
played since October,

The burly Ranatunga in an
open letter to Sri Lankan
cricket fans, expressed regret
over his team's defeats and said
his future as captain lay in the
hands of the selectors.

"What I do wish to say is that
it my firm belief that I do have a
few more years of cricket left in

.....
..........
..........
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me and if my Services are
wanted I am willing to repre-
sent my country in whatever
capacity,” he said.

Jayasuriya, 30, took the
1996 World Cup by storm as an
opener whose explosive batting
brought a fresh dimension to
one-day cricket.

A left-hand batsman and
useful spin bowler, Jayasuriya
holds the world records in one-
day cricket for the fastest half-
century (17 balls), the highest
number of runs in an over (30)
and shares the mark for the
Mosl sixes in an innings (11)
with Pakistan's Shahid Afridi.

Jayawardene. 22, a right-

hand batsman and medium
Face bowler has played some
ine mnings since his inclusion

in the Sri Lankan team.

He was the find of Sri
Lanka's tour to Australia.
SQUAD
Sanath Jayasuriya

[captain), Mahela Jayawardena
(vice captain], Arjuna
Ranatunga, Aravinda de Silva,
Roshan Mahanama, Hashan
Tillekeratne, Romesh
Kaluwitharana, Chaminda
Vaas, Marvan Atapattu, Pro-
modya Wickramasinghe, Mut-
tiah Muralitharan, Upul Chan-
dana, Nuwan Zoysa and Eric
Upashantha, plus 16 players
Irom the Sri Lanka A team cur-
rently touring England.

COLOMBO, July 7
[AFP): When
Shane Warne
lashed out at his
.Sworn enemy Ar-

el P PO

--— juna Ranatunga,
the Sri Lankan skipper who is
also known as Napoleon and
Captain Cool remained gung-ho
and hit back hard.

But two months after the bit-
ter exchange of insults at the
opening of the World Cup, the
coveted tournament is turning
out to be Sri Lankan Napoleon's
Waterloo.

Since Sri Lanka's early exit
from the first round and the
failure to defend the country's
World :Cup won against Aus-
tralia at the finals in 19986,
Ranatunga has been under fire
at home. .

From the most successful
captain, he went overnight to
being the most disgraced skip-
per despite an impressive nine
years as the head of the Sri
Lankan team.

Official figures show that
Ranatunga led Sri Lanka in 193
one-day matches. He has won
89, lost 95 with eight ending in
no result and one tie.

What Shane Warne wished
for Sri Lanka at the opening of
the World Cup came true today,

"Ranatunga might be a
shrewd, experienced leader, but
his batting is not what it was
and he is terrible in the field,"
Warne said:. "Frankly, Sri
Lanka — and the game overall —
would be better off without him.

"Yes, there is plenty of ani-

mosity between Ranatunga and
myself. T don't like him and I'm
not in a club of one."

There had been growing calls
for the sacking of Ranatunga

since Sri Lanka's dismal and

unimpressive showing at the
World Cup and Ranatunga's re-
fusal to accept responsibility
for the debacle.

Ranatunga, speaking after
his reigning champions had
lost the opening match of the
World Cup to England, said :
"I'm not really worried what
they say. It shows more about
Shane Warne and Australian
culture rather than about me
and our culture,

"We have a culture that is
2,500 years old — I think we all

know where they (Australians)

come from.”

Ranatunga was more sub-
dued as Sri Lanka was knocked
out completely. '

In a statement addressed to
"all cricket-loving public of Sri
Lanka”, Ranatunga expressed
his "profound regret to you all
for the debacle of the Sri
Lankan team” and said he ac-
cepted responsibility.

But, when he returned home
Monday after an extended stay
overseas following the World
Cup, he asked airport authori-
ties to provide him with extra
security fearing attacks from
angry fans. However, there were
[one,.

He said hjs team's best was
simply not good enough. a point
repeated by team manager
Duleep Mendis.

Two Iragis — Shamir Jasim Abbas (L) and Mazin Abdus
Sattar — who signed for Mohammedan, enjoying the
Mohammedan vs Fakirerpool match at the Bangabandhu

National Stadium yesterday.

— Star photo

An icon falling fast

However, Ranatunga also
made it clear that he wished to
stay on in the team: "What 1 do
wish to say is that il is my firm
belief that [ do have a few years
of cricket left in me and if my
services are wanted I am willing
to represent my couniry in
whatever capacity.”

Ranatunga had appeared in
the last 25 one-day matches the
country played and scored an
aggregate 584 to make him the
highest scorer.

However. there are many
who share Warmne's opinion of
Ranatunga and want him com-
pletely out of the team although
Ranatunga will play as a top or-
der player at next month's tri-
angular tournament against
Australia and India.

Even the state run Daily
News — which had been an ar-
dent supporter of Ranatunga —
turned against him after the
Cup debacle. "Ranatunga should
not only forsake the captaincy,
but quit (the team) altogether.”
the paper said recently in a
commentary by its senior
writer Saadi Thawfeeq.

"Toe have him in the team
would only make life overbear-
ing for the ensuing captain.”

“The Daily News suggested
that among other players who
should be shown the door were
Aravinda de Silva, Roshan Ma-
hanama, Hashan Tillekeratne,
Romesh Kaluwitharana and
Pramodya Wickremesinghe.
But selectors retained all of
them. _

The paper said former coach
Dav Whatmore, who groomed
the side to win the 1996 World
Cup, was ousted because he tried
to build a young team after that
victo Ranatunga was re-
ported to have had differences
with Whatmore.

For many, Whatmore's re-
entry was a sure sign that
Ranatunga is on his way out.

Dokic, Gaze
to promote
Sydney tickets

SYDNEY, July 7: Tennis star
Jelena Dokic and basketball
player Andrew Gaze are the lat-
est Australian sports stars
signed to promote tickets for
next year's Sydney Olympics,
reports AP.

The 16-year-old Dokic shot
to prominence by reaching the
Wimbledon quarterfinals last
week and is likely to be Aus-
tralia's leading light in the
Olympic women's singles com-
_petition next year,




