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Why This Hartal?

three other co-travelling political parties,
have called today's hartal. Their officially citeq
reasons for it are indeed so many that one cannnﬁ;
be too sure where the focus lies or indeed how to
separate  the.chaff from the grain. It reads like

the budget, 'conspiracy' to give transit and gas to
India,
‘Idetﬂrinratlun in law and order, higher prices and
| corruption in government. Longer a government
stays in office its list of sins grows bigger and
bigger in the opposition eyes, so that an escalation
of protests to pin a government down on new
issues is to be naturally expected. We have nothing
‘its failures; in fact, we welcome it as a sign of
it is the choice of the medium that we find not only
atrociously expedient but also tyranically
imposing on the rights of the citizenry.

It is a pity that we have to remind this to the op-
position so soon after they themselves had realised
the irrationality of hartal and set a pattern of us-
ing alternative avenues for agitation. Begum Zia
and other top leaders of her party taking cog-
nizance of a growing public appreciation for BNP's
gradual switch-over to hartal alternatives like ral-
iies, processions and sit-in demonstrations pub-
licly swore by a continuation of the process. The
opposition’'s standing with the people improved
considerably when they showed signs of opting out
of frequent hartal calls.

Unfortunately they seem to have all but reverted
back to square - one without allowing the hartal
alternatives to yield them maximum political div-
idends that was round the corner.

Only a month ago they went for a dawn-to-dusk
hartal following the announcement of the budget
-and they are resorting to it again on the issue of
taxes, some of which have been waived by the gov-
ernment. We stood by the opposition when the rul-
ing party rejected all the two hundred amend-
ments moved by the former,

There will be no dearth of public and media sup-
port for the opposition now if it shows considera-
tion to the citizens by applying utmost discretion

in calling hartal and being creative with their poli-
ti

" Good Work, Keep It Up

ruling party terrorist of Chittagong has been

_ ested by police in Dhaka Tuesday morning.
The dreaded A Z M Nasir, a former central
committee vice president of Bangladesh Chhatra
League, was wanted in seven criminal cases
including that of a triple murder in which a doctor
was killed at the Chittagong Medical College in
1993. Nasir reportedly was also implicated in the

double murder at the Islamia College in 1995. But
he was so powerful that he avoided arrest until the
police apprehended him on Tucsday.

Speculations have it that on last Sunday terror-
ists of Nasir group attacked Mogaltully area and
fired around 250 rounds of ammunition. Though
there was no casualty, what nudged the authorities
into action was the use of the modern assault rifle:
AK-47. The arrest, however, may have come as a
sequel to intra-party rivalry or some other reasons
best known to the party stalwarts. This arrest must
have had a soothing effect on the nerves of the
peace-loving people of Chittagong. But no sooner
had Nasir been picked up than 'godfathers’' in the
party scurried around to have the notorious terror-
ist released. It is strange that he was not arrested
during the BNP rule in connection with the triple
murder he committed then. He was alleged to have
struck a bargain with the then ruling party stal-
warts. We live in a society where our representa-
tives sacrifice the interest of the people they repre-
sent in lieu of transient personal and party gains.

We strongly support the Home Minister in his
drive against the terrorists and urge him to act
more by the dictates of his conscience. We will be

badly disappointed if the culprit gets away before
he is taken for trial.

Community Policing
.IN the early hours of Tuesday, a gang of twelve
broke into the residence of the dean of the law
faculty of Dhaka University, manhandled him and
1is son, and looted jewellery and other valuables
worth around six lakh taka. The university cam-
pus, hitherto perceived as a protected territory,
seems no less vulnerable than other residential
enclaves. Disconcerting it is though, the underly-
ing message is that the extant law enforcement Sys-
2”4 18 either inadequate or inefficient to protect
the citizenry. On both counts, the issue démands

~serious rethinking, beyond an iota of doubt,

Over the last few months, despite much-hyped
Ppolice activities, crime has steadily been on the
rise. Households in the absence of their male
members during working hours are becoming tar-
gets of daylight robbery. In some areas of the capi-
tal, the residents have hired round-the-clock ser-
vices of private security guards. Brittle it may
seem, this rather localised version of community
policing has paid dividends. Given the inadequacy
of preventive policing, the drastically deteriorat-
ing law and order situation demands a comple-
‘mentary protection mechanism and, we believe,
community participation holds the answer. In-
stead of expecting police protection day in and day

out, residgnts should themselves devise ways to
beef up security of their neighbourhood. The com-

council levels to combat

crime in cooperation with
1:.11#-_ police force.

Ilh

quite a litany of protfests: tax burden imposed by

subservient defence purchase policy,

against the opposition grilling the government for

vibrant opposition playing its legitimate role. But |

| Mmunity can be organised at the ward and union_
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are at a loss to understand why the BNP and! |

i g HE energy experts of
I Bangladesh are convinced
that in the light of existing

and future demand and supply
of natural gas, its export is out
of question. We need all the gas

—for our domestic consumption.

Gas export is too serious a busi-
ness to be left to the experts.
Ultimately, it should be a polit-
ical decision and the current
unanimous opinion boils down

. to a big No. The Prime Minister

has already said No and in a
rare display of unity, no export
is the option supported by the
Leader of the Opposition as
well.

The yes party seems to be the

foreigners only. The multina-

Export of Gas: Yes or No

If the existing anarchy in national economic management continues, government will be forced to
close down KAFCO, PDB and Petrobangla since government will run short of money to cover the
losses or pay the mountain high subsidies.

nughlly for long 200 years. It is
therefore not unnatural for a
lay man to conclude that for-
eigners would like to suck us
dry of natural gas and make
tons of money in the process.
We would be left high and dry
with no indigenous energy re-
source of our own. What are we
going to do then?

Moreover, we have to pipe
the gas to India — too big a
neighbour to deal with. Once
there is a pipeline across the

tional oil companies, interna- Li:brder. they would pump away

tional donor agencies and ims.

ortant aid giving countries
Fike .United States, United
Kingdom, the Netherlands etc.
All of them, in one voice are
saying, yes, Bangladesh must
export natural gas in order to
generate foreign exchange earn-
ings in particular and building
up capital base for economic
growth in genéral.

Why the national and the in-
ternational views are opposite
to each other? Of course, the
decision of the sovereign gov-
ernment is final but it ought to
be based on firm as well as con-
vincing grounds. Neither emo-
tion nor political expediency
should dominate the vital na-
tional interest. On the other
hand, composition of the yes
party tends to give rise to the
East India Company syndrome.

It may be recalled that the
infamous East India Company
nriginally came as simple
traders bowing down to the
wishes of the Moghul rulers.
But they quickly changed their
colour and exploited us thor-

HE United States
Secretary of State -

Madeleine  Albright,
“Secretary of Defence William
Cohen and Natiohal Security
Chief Sandy Berger spent some
sleepless nights starting June
12. That was the day the Rus-
sian soldiers appeared, like un-
invited guests, via Bosnia and
Belgrade, at the Pristina air-
port. The United States and
NATO were devastated. They
had spent billions of dollars,
put at risk the life of so many
airmen, alienated world opin-
ion, damaged relations with
China and Russia, only to find
the Russians crashing their vic-
tory party!

More important, the allies
did not really know what Rus-
sia was up to. After all, they
had been assured that Russia
would not take unilateral ac-
tions. Even after the troops
took over the Pristina airport,
Foreign Minister Ivanov cate-
gorized the incident as a "mis-
take", ‘emphasizing that the
soldiers would withdraw. Of
course that was not a mistake,
and the Russian soldiers did not
withdraw. They stayed put until
the Helsinki accord gave them
some role at the airport. The
Russians were so confident of
their staying power that they
did not bother to maintain a
supply line for the soldiers at
the airport — suicidal for a
military operation. The British
soldiers, in charge of that sec-
tor, had to keep the Russians
alive with food and water, until
NATO allowed 200 Russian sol-

diers with supply vehicles to re-

inforce them.

The Russians continue to
surprise NATO. Last week, Rus-
sia flew a bomber close to the
air space of Iceland, before be-
ing escorted out by American
planes. What alarmed the
Americans’ is that the Ameri-
can mainland is within the
range for Russian missiles from
Iceland. Finally, Russia once
agam tried to airlift thousand
ol soldiers to Kosovo, unilater-
ally, before details of their de-
ployment had been worked out.
And once again, America had to
persuade Hungary, Romania
and Bulgaria not to let the Rus-
sians over-fly their air space.

The main reason why Amer-
ica and NATO are to erating
such Russian heavyhandedness
is because they know that Pres-
ident Yeltsin is on his last leg,
With every Russian humilia-
tion in Kosovo, the military
and the communists are getting
stronger. The Western allies
want to see Russia through this
dire economic strait., with IMF

_economy finally turns around, .

~all of it — much more than their
‘quota.

We canneot stop them.

ar i d powerful
%%ycﬂn%m:n%ﬁ g?e l‘ﬁ?t based
on usual bilateral relations. At
the same time, the fear and
suspicions are lurking behind
the minds of many citizens of
this country. Why not solve the
problem by avoiding it? If there
is no head, there will be no
headache (a popular saying in
Bengali). We may pursue a
headless course of inaction, In
fact we are doing so at the mo-
ment. The energy experts of
the country wish to put some
head into it and rationalize on
the ground that we do not have
enough gas to export. According
to them, it is not even enough to
meet our own requirements for
the next 20 years. According to
a report published in the daily
sangbad, dated 3 July, 1999,
925 million cubic feet (mef) of
natural gas is currently being
supplied from 44 gas wells, By
next year, the demand for gas
will increase to 1235 mef while
the possible supply will be 1000

mcef only. The deficit will be
235 met.. Given the lpresent re-
serve of gas, supf)l}r of gas at the
rate of 1000 mcf per

possible until the year 2015 and
the deficit would increase to
2800 mcf.. Therefore, until we
have been able to meet this
deficit, export of gas cannot be
justified. :

On the other hand. the World
Bank expert is of the view that
if we exporl two trillion cubic
feet (tcf) of gas to India during
the next 20 years, export earn-

ay will be

more so because earnings from
garments may not increase or it
may even decrease. The local
experts do not seem to appreci-
ate the looming foreign ex-
change constraint and they still
hold out that we do not have
enough gas to export.

However, there seems to be
very little opposition to export
of gas based products, like urea
fertilizer and liquid natural gas
(LNG) which unlike gas export
through pipeline can be sold

anywhere, in the world market.

- | WI ndow on Asia

ings would amount to Taka
2,500 crores or half a billion
dollars per annum, It is neces-
sary to increase such earnings
on two grounds within next few
years: [ﬁ our garments exports
would face stiff competition af-
ter 2004 due to withdrawal of
quota under WTO rules; conse-
quently expansion of the indus-
try would be "hindered: and,
even for increased domestic
consumption of gas, payments
in dollars should be made to
multinational oil companies,
responsible for developing the

s fields. Where are the dollars
or such payments? Our foreign
exchange reserve position, cur-
rently at 1,500 million dollars
is not adequate for the purpose;

The limitation, if any, of a sin-
%Iee monopoly buyer would not

there. But experience so far
with the lone export oriented
fertilizer factory called KAFCO
has been very bitter. According
to the minister for industries,
instead of earning foreign'ex-
change from abroad we are los-
ing heavily from the facto
and it is likely to continue till
the doomsday. This further
strengthens the East India
Company syndrome.

e CO experience con-
firms the view in the public
mind that the battle of Plassey
was lost because of collabora-
tors who were sons of the soil.
Such Mirzafars are not in short
supply in our country today

LETTER FROM AMERICA

who would be willing to connive
and adopt any means whatso-
ever to offer natural gas to the
foreigners on a silver (if not
gold) platter. The national in-
terest will simply be, slaugh-
tered. The primary objective of
KAFCO was to pioneer the de-
velopment of fertilizer export
industry and attract more in-
vestment in such gas based fac-
tories. But where are the mil-
lions of dollars of either export
or investment? Our foreign ex-
change position remains dis-
mal.

The problem is much more
deep seated than the simple yes
or no to export of gas. If KAFCO
proved profitable, the foreign
exchange situation would have
become as bright as gold by this
time. If system loss in electric-
ity was reduced to 20 per cent
then additional generating ca-
gacity would have been funded

y the World Bank which has
not disbursed a single cent since
1991 for this purpose. If subsi-
dies paid to loss ridden public
enterprise could be reduced by

20 per cent and 40 per cent of

the amount thus saved invested
for exploration and drilling of
natural gas, then such invest-
ment would have amounted to

Taka 500 crores by this year. If

non-performing loans were re-
duced by say 50 per cent, addi-
tional investment by private

business enterprises would
have ensured a higher rate of

domestic utilization of natural
gas than what is being esti-
mated by the energy experts of
the country today. Perhaps the

Those Adorable Serbs!

Dr. Eq._khruddiq Ahmed writes from Princeton

It is worth remembering that, there were ground troops in Kosovo that aided the Allied victory —
Kosovo Liberation Army. The Serbs would hunker down, making them invisible to the Allied bombers.
It's only after the KLA engaged them in baitle that the Serbs had to come out of their bunkers, and

expose themselves, their tanks and heavy artillery to the eager NATO bombers.

loans, so that when the Russian

the country will be in the west-
ermn camp.

In the short term that por-
tends trouble for the allies in

"Rosovo. Russia is in Kosovo 1o

do exactly the opposite of what
the Allies want to do. Russians
will only encourage Serbian
intransigence in Kosovo. That
will not sit well with the Koso-
var Albanians, who now con-
stitute 95 per cent of the popu-
lation of Kosovo, and who may
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take up arms against the Rus-
sian contingents. In the recent
East. the Kosovo Albanians

ave taken out ads in American
newspapers to warn the Allies
that Russia is not an honest
broker. Further, they have fur-
nished evidence, including
'bodies of dead Russian soldiers,
that the Russians have been

ﬂghtin% the Kosovars alongside
the Serbs!

As far as the Albanians are
concerned, the Russians will be
fighting a proxy battle on be-

- — —_— e ek

half of the Serbs. To put it in
another way, the Serbs are hop-
ing to get back through Russian
peacekeeping what they lost on
the battle field. -

And what about those
adorable Serbs? They, almost
to a man, still insist that the
reason for®Albanian exodus
from Kosovo was NATO bomb-
ing! Even after watching hun-
dreds of hours of CNN coverage
of Serb atrocities and mass
graves in Kosovo, they refuse to
concede that the Serbs did any-
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thing wrong! As the Americans
like to say, "There is a sucker
born every minute!” The Ser-
bian Orthodox patriarchs,
many of whom had supported
the indicted war eriminal
Milosevic and had no use for
Albanian sufferings, are now
urging NATO to protect the
Serbs in Kosovo.

In a Press conference, after
his return form visiting Koso-
var refugee camps in Macedo-
nia, President Clinton reflected
on his earlier meeting with

. L

...............

question of exporting gas would
not have arisen at all or export
of gas would have been consid-
ered on the basis of substan-
tially higher levels of proven
reserves — made possible by the
desired levels of domestic (and
not foreign) investment. The
government would then be at
the command post — seekin

the best possible deal that the
nation deserves.

The reluctance in the public
mind to export gas is the off-
shoot of bad governance. The
major use of gas will always be
for generation of electricity. If
the system loss remains at the
notorious level of 40 per cent
and if only 60 per cent of the
electricity bills are collected.
then how the gas bills will be
Faid, either to Petrnba%gla or
oreign oil companies? e sad
conclusion is that due to mon-
umental inefficiency of public
Sector agencies, we are even in-
capable of using the natural gas
ourselves,

If the existing anarchy in
national economic manage-
ment continues, government
will be forced to close down
BAFCO, PDB and Petrobangla
since government will run
short of money to cover the
losses or pay the mountain high
subsidies. As a result govern-
ment may start printing money
and run the risk of a runaway
inflation.

What would then happen to
us? We would return to our
Erimitive glories using

erosene, firewood and cow-
dung. After all, vast majority of
our population still do that.
Why we should bother about
petty  middle class aspirations?
Back to the basics. It would be
wonderfully friendly to the en-
vironment all around.

Milosevic in Paris. The reason
for western intervention in
Kosove was the lesson they
learnt in Bosnia, he said. Ac-
cording to Clinton, Milosevic
denied any link with Serbian
extremists in Bosnia, and
promised good behaviour.
Upon his return, "he would do
the whole thing all over again
in Kosovo!" Answering a ques-
tion from a Serbian reporter, as
to why Serbia will not receive
-aid, President Clinton could not
hide his anger: "The Serbian
.people have to come to terms
with Milosevic. If they believe
that it is all right to kill 10,000
people, drive hundreds of thou-
sands from their homes be-
cause they are ethnically differ-
ent, to rape ten-year old girls, it
is up to them. But, I don't think
it is all right, and I am not go-
ing to give Serbia one red cent
until they change their be-

haviour!”

One has to stretch the limit
of . incredulity to imagine
Kosovo remaining a part of Yu- .
goslavia even after Milosevie.
Unfortunately, because of Eu-
ropean Islam-phobia, the West
is going through that motion. It
18 worth remembering that,
there were ground troops in
Kosovo that aided the Allied
victory — Kosovo Liberation
Army. The Serbs would hunker
down, making them invisible to
the Allied bombers. It's only af-
ter the KLA engaged them in
battle that the Serbs had to
come out of their bunkers, and
expose themselves, their tanks
and heavy artillery to the eager
NATO bombers. And it's only
after such losses became heavy,
that Milosevic capitulated.

Encouragingly, America is
now grooming 30-year old chief
of the KLA, Thaci, to run Kosovo
democratically. Through
Thaci's intervention, the KLA
turned over their weapons to
NATO, up to NATO's satisfac-
tion. The peace accord that
ended the bombing stipulated
that the KLA had to be "demili-
tarized," but not "disarmed.”
This too is bizarre. What got the
Kosovars (and the Bosnians) in
trouble in the first place is the
fact that they did not have
arms! Here is hoping that
America has better sense than
to hand over their hard-won
prize to the enemy on a silver
platter. William Safire of The
New York Times asked an army
officer whether he would like to
make a distinction between
‘demilitarized" and "disarmed".
The soldier . replied, "No
Thanks!", or did he say. "No
Tanks!"

In search of
leadership
oir, 1 congratulate Dr, AH
Jaffar Ullah of New Orleans,
USA. on epotising very pre-
cisely and politely the political

situation and administration
of our country. | also thank the

- DS for publishing such valuable
“I- and worthy opinion on June 25,

1999 without fear, favour or ill
will towards anybody in the
greater national interest.

We are atraid we are moving
towards a catastrophe due to
lack of competent leadership in
our country. From 1991 to date
we have practically seen and
experienced the BNP govern-

ment led by Begum Khaleda Zia '

and 1now the current AL govy-
ernment led by Sheikh Hasina.
Dr Zaftar Ullah has rightly
quoted Dr. Wajed Mia, former
Chairman Bangladesh Atomic
Energy Commission and the
husband of PM Sheikh Hasina
wlho has said "My half-educated
wife is not fit go povern.... she is
running the administration in
a free style and that is the rea-
son why the whole country is in
such a mess”. The learned
writer has,also correctly quoted
Dr. Wajed Mia that "The other
woman who ruled Bangladesh
with iron grip from 1991
Lthrough 1996 is 'quarter educat-
' What we find in our Jatiya
Sangsad is both AL and BNP
MPs simply engaged in diatribe
using obscene"and unparlia-
mentary language
.other wasting |
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.against each -

public nioney at the cost of un-

told sullerings of the people.
Don't we have any intelli-

gent, sincere and capable lead-

“ersin AL and ENPpsthe two ma-

jor political parties of our coun-
try?

We strongly feel that it is
imperative that the leadership
of both AL and BNP may be
peacefully and democratically
handed over to educated and ca-
pable hands. :

O.H. Kabir
6. Hare Street, Wari.
Dhalca-1203

Spoiled by success?

Sir, We just heard about our
Home Minister "foaming” his
mouth at the Parliament while
narrating the success (?) of his
government. Let alone a "suc-
cessful government”, can any-
one feel that there's a govern-
ment in this country at all? The
answer is 'no’ if one looks at re-
cent happenings. The latest is
the barricade on the Dhaka-
Chittagong hiﬁhwa /railway b
Jute Mill workers for an indd}:
inite period starting from 29
Jurne,

It e:ventuall?' became a "no
man’'s road” for almost two
days. To top it off there was a
dawn to dusk hartal-call for
Chittagong on 30 June which
was withdrawn at such late

- hours of the previous night that

there was a communication gap
and it was almost like hartal on
that day. - i :

. Who gave the hartal-callers

the right to play with people's
lives in the manner that they
did? Has the government really
been successful in ensuring that
the people can go about their

day-to-day lives smoothly and
peacefully?

An Anxious Obseruver
Chittagong

Ph.D.

Sir, Recently there has been
a controversy about the stan-
dard of Japanese Ph.D. degree.
Some people have raised ques-
tionns about the quality of the
doctorate programmes in
Japan. This kind of argument is
not new, as we remem in the
'70s and '80s, some people
questioned the standard of
Ph.D. degrees from Soviet
Union and other East European
courntries,

This is a serious issue, for.
these degree holders are joining
the universities and teaching
our students. [ would admit that
US degrees are of higher stan-
dard and valued all over the
world. The problem is not that
many Bangladeshi students can

ualify and afford American

egrees.Whereas the students go
lo Japan on scholarships. The

rerequisites are easier there.

0 why discouraging students
who can at least go to Japan and
earn a higher degree?

The good side is that those

_degree holders are coming back

‘and joining the universities of
Bangladesh, The US graduates

' usually do not want to return to

the country. We can see from
some prestigious departments
in the country like Computer
Science, Pharmacy, Electrical
and Electronics and Architec-
ture. How many US doctorates
are there? Should we not appre-
ciate the Japanese doctorates
who are coming back and
teaching? 1 request the Ameri-
can degree holders, who are
mainly criticising the Japanese
ones, not to embarrass them for
their hardly earned degree and
noble work, Rather if you want,
go back and serve the country.

A. A. Hasnat Mohammad
Jamaica, New York. LISA

Kashmir problem

Sir, India insists on bilat-
eral discussion with Pakistan
onn Kashmir issue, But it is not a
bilateral issue. India. Pakistan
and Kashmir, all three are in-
volved in the matter. Moreover
bilateral discussion could not
solve the problem during the
last fifty years.

India being a powerful state
insists on bilateral discussion
only to force Pakistan to accept
the solution on its (India) own
terms. India even does not want
to recognise that the Kashmiris
too have a say in the matter.

What India wants is to kill

time on the plea of bilateral -

discussion, and in the mean-
time reduce the Muslim popula-
tion.

AFM Moeenul Islam

- Chittagong.

e " ar s

Above comparison

sir, The War of Liberation
is such an event which cannot
be compared with anything,
The Muktijuddho has got a dif-
ferent feeling, The feeling
cannot be described or ex-
pressed, Its altogether differ-
ent. The joy or sorrow during
the Liberation War is com-
pletely different from normal
joy or sorrow.

Unfortunately nowadays
there is a tendency to com
everything with Muktijuddho
as one likes which is not only
unfair but also a crime.

Muktijuddho must be kept .

above everything else.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka-1000

Prayer-rooms in

the five-star hotels

Sir, The two five-star hotels
in the city do offer many
amenities for the convenience
and comfort of their guests. As a
result, these hotels have become
thg centre point of many impor-
tant seminars, conferences for
all descriptions.

However, people who attend
these meetings, find it difficult
to say their prayers due to lack
of prayer-rooms.

One of these hotels has al-
ready made provision for this,
and the nu r of people using
the facility would justify its re-
quirement.

But the other one is yet to of-
fer such facilities. Such ‘re-

quirement cannot be overem-
phasized, and it doesn't demand
a fortune to make such provi-
sion. Lot of people will be bene-
fitted, if such an initiative is
taken by the hotel authorities.

A. Islam
Mohammadpur
Dhalka

VCD virus

oir, Almost all the DU hall-
dwellers are nowadays: are
spending a lot of time everyda
in watching Hindi and Englis
lilms aired from the VCD clubs.
For examiple, in our Jasimuddin
Hall two Hindi movies and one
English movie are shown
everyday. As the TV room of our
hall is in the ground floor and
just on the opposite side of our
dining room. all the students,
therefore, have to pass it. After
taking meals or while returning
to the rooms, they want to have
a glance at the TV and naturally
they are trap{)ed by those
movies and Hindi songs as well,

In one sitting they pass
hours together.

Most of the students residing
not only in DU halls but other
dormitories of different educa-
tional institutions are also suf-
lering from this VCD virus, If
our future nation builders waste
their valuable time in such a
way, we will have no hope left
then.

Kamal Uddin.
Department of English
231, Kabi Jasmu&' in Hall

| Dhaka University.



