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Dahlin hangs
up his boots

STOCKHOLM, July 6: Swe-
den's international striker
Martin Dahlin said on Monday
he was being forced to quit soc-

be of a severe back in- giants Real Madrid and
G2 NECaLiee Barcelona are both in the chase
jurxf'::ﬁlneﬁimt?nr;]ast elbow to sign rising Brazilian star

la my last game and scored
%yyﬁfst goal," g]ll'ﬂi'llin told re-
porters with a smile.

Earlier this year Dahlin
joined German first division
club Hamburg SV on loan from
English side Blackburn who
were relegated from the premier
to the first division at the end of
last season.

Dahlin said he first sus-
tained the back injury during a
practice session two years ago
at Blackburn.

The 31-year-old was one of
Sweden's most successful strik-
ers, scoring 29 goals in 60 in-
ternationals,

Kowalski
won't be
rushed

GOLD COAST, Australia,
July 6: Australian triple
Olympic medalist Daniel
Kowalski won't be making a
premature return to the swim-
ming pool after shoulder
surgery, his coach Denis Cot-
terell said today, reports AFP.

Cotterell said Kowalski was
planning to resume training b
October but admitted it woul
depend on the strength of the
SwiInmer's recovery.
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past a Peruvian defender during their Copa America fixture on July 5.
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HOT TO HANDLE: Paraguay's exciting youngster Roque Santa Cruz (L) tries to go

—AFP photo
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chase for
Ronaldinho

MADRID, July 6: Spanish

Ronaldo Gaucho, it was reported
Monday, reports AFP.

The 19-year-old Gremio
striker is known as Ronaldo
Gaucho, Ronaldinho or
Ronaldo Assis to avoid confu-
sion with his more famous
Brazil team-mate Ronaldo, who
plays for Inter Milan in Italy,

Madrid sports paper As,
closely linked with Real, says
Real are poised to bid for the
striker, who scored a brilliant
%ual in Brazil's Copa America 7-

win over Venezuela,

Real president Lorenzo Sanz
said: "There are means of mak- -
ing him come."

Meanwhile, Barcelona paper
Sport claimed the player would
like to play for Barca - where
his namesake played.

Ronaldo Gaucho said: "I am
sure that Barca would be a great
opportunity because Romario,
Ronaldo and Rivaldo all played
there."

Sport maintains that the
Nou Camp giants would be
equally keen to secure the ser-
vices of the player.

Troussier
fairly
satisfied

Passarella arrives for

ey ¥ i b

LUQUE, Paraguay, July

6:
Uruguay coach Daniel Pas-
sarella has arrived in Paraguay
Monday as his team prepare for
their crucial Copa America
Group C match with his former
team Argentina on Wednesday,

reports AFP.

Passarella, who skippered
Argentina to World Cup victory
in 1978 and coached them in
last year's World Cup in France,
was appointed coach to Uruguay
in May - but he has left team
matters in the hands of youth
coach Victor Pua for the dura-
tion of the Copa.

Uruguay's 2-1 victory over
Ecuador Sunday night lifted
them above Argentina, beaten
3-0 by Colombia. into second
place in Group C - the so-called
Group of Death.

With neither side yet guaran-
teed a place in the quarter-fi-

ir Plate derby

nals the Uruguay v Argentina
match could see either team
eliminated although both could
still go through with Colombia
as the best two third placed
teams will also progress.

The Battle of the River Plate
countries is significant for
many reasons, Both teams,
with 14 wins each, are a
record 15th Copa America title.

Their geographical proxim-
ity - on opposite sides of the
River Plate - always makes this
a local derby.

But Passarella's presence
adds extra spice even if he will
only be watching from the
stands as he observes his new
charges before deciding his pol-
icy for the 2002 World Cup qual-
ifying campaign on which his
success or lailure will be judged.

He remains a national hero
in Argentina ever since leading
his native country to their first
World Cup triumph on home
soil back in 1978.

The Uruguay Football Asso-
ciation (AUF) had to rely on the
generosity of sponsors to put to-
gether the package that per-
suaded Passarella across the
River Plate to coach the "Ce-
leste” (Sky Blues).

Uruguay, ranked only 74th
in the latest FIFA standings.
are the fallen giants of world
football and have failed to
qualify for the last two World

"I'm just going to wait until chances of the first half both  goal PEDRO JUAN CABALLERO, Cups.
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he’ll work with up here." Cot- he thought the experience of

terell said.

"I don't think we'll know
anything for a while."

The surgery on Kowalski's
chronic shoulder has cost the
Atlanta Olympics 200m and
400m bronze and 1,500m silver
freestyle medalist a place in the

Benitez shot over from close
range after the Peru defence
failed to pick him up at a free-
kick.

Next Hugo Ovelar, in acres of
space, lailed to take advantage
after springing the offside trap.

Just one minute after the in-

Earlier a 1-1 draw ensured
Copa America’ guests Japan
finished bottom of group A and
also consigned Bolivia to an

early exit as their points haul of

two will leave them as the worst
of the three third-placed teams.
The draw gave Japan their

playing in the Copa America
would stand his team in good
stead when they co-host the
2002 World Cup with Korea, re-
ports AFP.

The Frenchman remained
upbeat even 1huugh Japan had
finished bottom o

umph against Brazil in Rio de
Janeiro's legendary Maracana’
Stadium in front of a world
record crowd of 199,584 and
Passarella has been given the
task of building a team capable

of beco a world force a%‘a.m
with qualification for the 2002

- A with hi
i PEDRO JUAN CABALLERO, terval 17-year-old Santa Cruz first point of the tournament d : Eroup tournament his top priority.
e : - their last match g
gigne;tig:t (é%alﬁlg.iunshsps " bataguay.July 6 A late goal ™ came the closest yet' when he but tﬁﬁir overall poor perfor- am‘tlhlBuI]-jaJival? a]sg I;ﬂi?zingltaed 5 Fua has put his faith in

It also threw into doubt his
plans to compete in the 2000
Olympics after returning to the
Gold Coast earlier this year to
rejoin Cotterell’s squad after a
five-year abserice.

Cotterell said he was posi-
tive about Kowalski's future and
suggested that when he returns
to the pool they may have to
work out some "novel” training
technigues.

SOCOG says
Sorry

SYDNEY, July 6: Sydney
Olympics organizing president
Michael Knight has apologized
to American and Japanese
schoolchildren axed from the
opening ceremony but says the
decision won't be reversed , re-
ports AP.

About 1,300 Americans and
200 Japanese marching band

from the world's costliest
teenager Roque Santa Cruz saw
hosts Paraguay beat Peru 1-0 to
top group A although Peru also
make the Copa America quar-
ter-finals following the earlier
elimination of Japan and Bo-
livia, reports AFP.

PARAGUAY-PERU

Santa Cruz, who left Olimpia
Asuncion for German champi-
ons Bayern Munich in May,
rounded Peruvian keeper Oscar
Ibanez in the 88th minute for a
classy finish and his third goal
of the tournament.

It was a result that Paraguay
deserved alter creating the bet-
ter chances ‘and dominating the
second half.

However, Peru made the bet-
ter start with playmaker
Roberto Palacios at the hub of
some impressive early moves,

He nearly scored himself and
also set up a good chance for
Claudio Pizarro.

Then Santa Cruz failed to

hurled himself at a cross and
saw his header come back off
the angle of post and crossbar.

Then on the hour Henitez
produced the miss of the night -
possibly the miss of the tour-
nament - after he fired over
from point blank range after
Ibanez failed to hold a shot.

As Paraguay turned up the
heat defender Delio Toledo
brought the save of the night
from Ibanez.

Benitez was finally with-
drawn but Santa Cruz again
tested Ibanez with the Peruvian
again proving equal to the chal-
lenge.

Paraguay were dominatin
second halt play after the brea
but then Peru's Andres Mendoza
missed a glorious opportunity,
sidefooting over from 10 yards.

Then as the ball richoteted
around the Peruvian penalty
box the ball again hit the
woodwork with a defender ap-
pearing to get the final touch.

mance will turn up the heat on
their under-pressure French
coach Philippe Troussier,
charged with turning them into
a competitive team by the time
they co-host the 2002 World Cup
with Korea.

Within a minute Bolivia had
forced a freekick and Erwin
Sanchez's shot was well held by
Japanese goalkeeper Seigo
Narazaki.

Japan looked at their most
dangerous from setpieces and
their Brazilian-born star Wag-
ner Lopes just failed to get on
the end of a freekick when he
was well placed to score.

Narazaki again came to the
rescue for Japan when he did
well to parry a long distance
shot from Bolivian striker Vic-
tor Antelo.

After 27 minutes Sanchez -
dubbed Platini for his freekick
grﬂwess - curled another dead

all just over the bar.
Then Jaime Moreno pro-

giving them their only point of
the campaign.

Troussier said: “The Copa is
over for us and I think the re-
sult tonight justifies our elimi-
nation."

The Frenchman pointed out -
his team had not had much
Ere aration but admitted more

adp been expected from Japan,
who were invited to compete as
guests in the South American
championships.

Troussier, who coached
South Africa in last year's
World Cup, was the subject of

Brazilian stars ﬁun&ldn (L) and Rivaldo during practice

in Foz de Iguazu, Brazil on July 5.

—AFP photo

youth for the Copa while Pas-

sarella has until now remained
in the Uruguayan resort of
Punta del Este preparing his
World Cup offensive,

Pua has produced highly
successful youth teams with
Uruguay and this will be the ba-
sis on which Passarella will
build his side,

AUF officials have con-
firmed Passarella will attend
the game in Luque that could see
either his new team or his old
outfit consigned to an early
flight home.

criticism by the Japanese press
even before the Copa America
and his team's poor perfor-
mances here will not ease the
pressure on the man charged
with turning Japan into a cred-
ible world force by the 2002

World Cup.

Blake passes

stars Gabriel Batistuta, Hernan
Crespo, Juan Sebastian Veron -
and Claudio Lopez, who were
less than enthusiastic about

Diego on the attack

started the Copa by beatin
Ecuador 3-1. Palermo score
two goals in that match.

Argentina must beat

J 8 joining the squad. Uruguay if their remaining
members were booked:to play control the ball when well Tempers frayed as Paraguay duced a anI:gnt run to the by- ﬁrst test And Maradona blasted the match'to be guaranteed a place
at the opening ceremony for piaced-int Paraguay's first'real continued to push and at one line only to misplace his cross current ‘generation of intérna-  in' the 'quarter-finals although
next year's Summer Games on toray, ’ point a brawl nearly ensued. with two Bolivian colleagues NEWPORT, July 6: James tionals, for in his view, lacking

Sept 16. After a local outrage,
SOCOG dropped the foreigners
and has nﬂgred a compromise
deal.

Twenty American and
Japanese band leaders are in
Sj,rdsrgcy this week to be briefed
Il?r OG chief executive Sandy

ollway on the compromise
worked out with World Projects
Corporation president Bill Lutt,
who's responsible for assem-
bling the band,

SOCOG wants the children to
perform at prominent Sydney
sites like the Opera House and
Darling Harbour during the
Games, although they would be
excluded from Olympic venues
including the opening cere-

munﬁ.
The coordinator -of the
Southern California school
marching bands, Roy Anthony,
has described the compromise
as "unacceptable" and legal ac-
tion has been threatened
against SOCOG.

‘It's Obviously as Japanese
kids it's still the trople don't get
way of these kids having a fan-

Peru continued to outpass

Then Santa Cruz sprung the
offside trap to produce the only
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well positioned.

Lopes again showed his
aerial strength forcing a good
save from goalkeeper Jose Car-
los Fernandez.

Then, with the interval
looming, Bolivia were reduced
to 10 men when Oscar Sanchez
was dismissed for a scything
tackle on Toshiya F‘uljita.

Sanchez was reluctant to
leave the field departing the
field some two minutes later.

sSeven minutes after the in-
terval Erwin Sanchez again had
the chance to demonstrate his
freekick prowess and this time
he did not disappoint, -

As the Japanese wall disinte-
grated Sanchez, who plays for
Portuguese side Boavista,
whipped in a low curling shot
that Narazaki got a hand to but
could not prevent from giving
Bolivia a 1-0 lead.

Despite their numerical su-
periority Japan lacked pene-
tration and were reduced to

speculative long range shoot-
ing.

Blake made an auspicious pro-
fessional debut, rallying to de-
feat former Wimbledon finalist
MaliVai Washington 1-6, 6-3, 6-
4 in the first round of the Hall
of Fame Tennis Champi-
onships, reports AP,

Blake, 19, who reached the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association final as a Harvard
University sophomore before
pro three weeks ago,
blamed nerves for his rough
first set Monday.

"Alter the first set, 1 told my-
self to stop werrying and have
fun." Blake said. "Going into the

match, 1 had so many thoughts
going through my head."

Blake, who competed in the
lournament, sponsored by
Miller Lite, as an amateur last
year, said one of those thoughts
was his opponent.

"He's been a role model of
mine my whole life. The first
set 1 think [ was a little tight be-
cause of who he is."

Washington's appearance
was his first of the year and his

furnin

the necessary pride in the na-
tional colours.

"There is no time for. holi-
daying or saying one is tired.
People are right to get at those
who aren't playing in the Copa
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BUENOS AIRES, July 6: Ar-
gentina's former World Cup-

winning skipper Diego
Maradona on Monday blasted
the side's weak showing at the
Copa America, but defended
Martin Palermo after the
striker missed a hattrick of

LR

penalties against Colombia, re-
ports AFP.

Smarting from his country's
3-0 hammering by the Colom-
bians late Sunday., Maradona
told Argentine radio that the
lwo-times world champions
were losing their pre-eminence
in the game "after fighting so
much to rise so high" in days
when he was terrifying the best
defences around.

But the controversial 38-
year-old absolved Palermo
from any blame,

Boca Juniors' Palermo, at-
tracting huge interest from a
host of Spanish clubs, became
the first Argentine interna-

they could still qualify as one of
the best third-placed teams if
they lose the Battle of the River
Plate.

Ironically Uruguay's new
coach is another Argentinian
legend Daniel Passarella, al-

thuu]%h he is letting youth team
coach Victor Pua take charge of
the team for the Copa as he EEI'E-
pares their World Cup qualify-
ing campaign.

Bridging
Old Firm
rwvalry

GLASGOW, July 6 (AFP): The
foreign influx of stars to
Rangers and Celtic has had a
useful off — field spinoff as well
as on-pitch benefits — growing
friendship between the players
of the Old Firm rivals.

Celtic's Swedish striker
Henrik Larsson and Rangers'
Italian forward Giovanni Van
Bronkhorst already spend
plenty of time socialising in

. But then a rash challenge af- | first on grass since losing the i ; i ;
- lional to miss three spot-kicks each other's company.
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Knight said he hoped the | & . e B way. o ycar olll Washington At lcast fip had the guisand e kelsis;

bands did not attempt legal ac-
tion to have SOCOG honor its
nrlginal contract,

1f we have to go to court we
would strenuously defend our
position but I don't believe

Bolivia's Marco Etchevey (R) and Shigeyoshi Mochizuki
of Japan are locked in an aeri

their Copa America
Paraguay on July 5, -

al battle for the ball during
clash at the Rio Parapiti Stadium in

—AFP photo

As the stadium filled up with

Paraguay fans for the match
with Peru that would follow
this fixture Japan seemed to
take heart from the partisan
backing of the home fans.

acknowledged that his career is
at a crossroads, He said he
would determine his tennis fu-
ture after seeing how his knee

responds to a busier summer
schedule.

courage to ask to take them,"
said Maradona.

"Ralther than blame
Palermo one has to ask who is
running the Argentine set-up
(coach Marcelo) Bielsa or

America, '
"Enough of this nonsense
that 'my toe hurts or my head
hurts', The pride of each and ev-
ery one of them is at stake," said
Maradona, in clear reference to

Kharine spoke to Kanchel-
skis before moving after seven
seasons at Chelsea and received
a glowing report.

In fact, Kanchelskis main-
tains there is only one draw-
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