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Sharif's Bold Move

T some grave political risk, Pakistan Prime
AMinister Nawaz Sharif has agreed in his talks
with US President Bill Clinton to take concrete
steps to restore the Line of Control between India
and Pakistan in Kashmir. The main burden of
Sharif's commitment being the pull-out of forces
that had crossed the LoC and occupied the strategic
heights on the Indian side, he has obviously stirred
the hornet's nest domestically as well as among the
Kashmiri militant groups. The Pakistan People's
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami have already been ex-
tremely vehement in their criticism of the Sharif-
Clinton agreement while Laskar-e-Taiba and
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, two of the four militant
groups said to be fighting Indian troops in
Kashmir, have stressed the point that the accord
would have no impact on the battle-field. We re-
alise that Nawaz Sharif might have difficulty sell-
ing it to his people; and particularly to the army,
the latter having historically enjoyed not only a
position of primacy in Pakistan but in this specific
case also there has been a surmise that it might
have apprised Prime Minister Sharif of the
'incursion on a post-facto basis'. If that is what
happened then it would take some doing to assuage
Pak army's feelings on the question.

All sorts of epithets are being hurled at him on
his return from Washington, such as, he has com-
mitted a 'betrayal' to the people's cause or to the
Kashmiri aspirations and that he has ignomin-
iously buckled under US pressure. But to our un-
derstanding, Nawaz Sharif who could not have
been blinkered to such spiky reactions at home be-
fore he sat to sign that joint statement with Presi-
dent Clinton still went ahead. And that is where he
emerges as being his own man — desperate may be
for a solution but sagacious, too.

The democratic and liberal forces in Pakistan
whom Sharif had alienated earlier on must still
come forward to help him with his initiatives to
defuse tension along the Line of Control in Kash-
mir. The opposition political parties will be actu-
ally deemed to have reinforced the process if only
they eschew the temptation of making a political
capital out of Sharif's delicate situation. We are
also hoping very much that the army will act with
equanimity in deference to the two-thirds major-
ity Nawaz Sharif commands in Pakistan parlia-
ment today.

India is urged by us to see that Nawaz Sharif's
initiative does not go in vain. Whatever the nu-
anced interpretation of the Sharif-Clinton joint
statement it cannot quite drown the fact that
Nawaz Sharif has provided good basis for resolu-
tion of the latest conflict in Kashmir.

- Making Light of the Visit

JHILE the very rationale behind sending large
delegations on official visits has been often

- questioned, the composition of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's 65-member entourage

for the four-day official visit to the United
Kingdom has certainly added a new dimension to
the whole debate. As if inclusion of as many as
nine of her relatives in the contingent was not
enough, the government had to resort to bracketing
them in the category of eminent citizens. Even her
infant grand daughters enjoy the designation. All
this tends to make light of a high level visit.

Even on her trip to New York in 1996 to address
the United Nations General Assembly some of her
relatives were included in the state delegation, so
were they on her previous visit to the UK in 1997 to
attend the Commonwealth Summit. Ironically, it
is Sheikh Hasina herself who had unleashed a
scathing criticism on the size of government dele-
gations when she was the Leader of the Opposition
in the parliament.

In our view, a country like ours, which is strug-
gling to alleviate poverty, should, by no means,
plan such extravagant visits. By the foreign minis-
ter's own submission, there is no definitive bilat-
eral agenda for the visit. The prime minister will
pay a courtesy call on her British counterpart Tony
Blair to discuss matters of mutual interest apart
from the joint inauguration of the Bangladesh
Festival in London. There will also be an invest-
ment promotion conference. To say the least, the
‘occasion hardly demanded such a large delegation.
We wculd expect the prime minister and her gov-
ernment to be circumspect on this in future. We
cannot fail to notice also the planned duration of
her stay in UK. The prime minister's absence for
ten long days is bound to be acutely felt amidst the
pressing domestic agenda she is leaving behind.

Government Still Sleeping?

TRANSPDRT owners have totally shut down
road communication in the northern and

southern parts of the country, A 72-hour strike
has been called by the Truck Owners' Association
«~ press their 8-point demands which include
withdrawal of enhanced taxes on various types of
vehicles, tyre-tubes and spare parts. They have
called a further 48-hour strike on 13 and 14 July.
The higher levies had come in for criticism and the
transport owners duly ventilated their grievances
closely on the heels of the budget announcement.
But nobody responded to the situation in good time
as a result of which almost two-thirds of the
country have now come to a standstill. Newspaper
reports have it thatthousands of passengers and
huge quantities of perishable commodities that
included foodstuff and vegetables are stranded in
various districts. The strike has paralysed
mobility in 49 districts.

The Communications Minister reportedly
blamed the striking transport owners for not in-
forming the government before going into action.
But is it not the responsibility of the ministry con-
cerned to keep tab en such matters? This paper has
in the past suggested formation of a task force for
solving such problems. We reiterate the stand for
the third time in a row. |
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" RITING early in 1957,

the late Professor

Reith Callard,. in his
Political Study of Pakistan,’
concluded that "if repre-
serntative ggw:rnment col-
lapses, it will be because its legs
are not strong enough to sus-
tain its own body .... Pakistan,
by its constitution, is publicly
committed to the operation of
democratic institutions. It is
too early to say whether those
institutions are likely to ma-
lure’,”

This is how Herbert Feld-
man opens the first book of his
trilogy, covering the politics of
Pakistan -- "Revolution in Pak-
istar:  1958-1962". The second
book is 'From Crisis to Crisis:
Pakistan 1962-1969', and the
third, The End and the Begin-
ning: Pakistan 1969-1971".

Feldman lived with the
times and based his narrative
largely on evidence collected as
events occurred. He arrived in
Karachi in 1947 with the
hordes from across the border.
He was well connected, having
married Nishat, the daughter of
Liaguat Hayat Khan. Sir
Sikander's elder brother, and
was thus able to observe at close
quarters the strange and convo-
luted politics as practiced in
this country. We read Feldman:

1962-1969: Al the begin-
ning of August 1965 it became
clear to the world that the situ-

ation in Kashmir was no longer

normal. Unusual military ac-
livily was going on, including
Indian operations in the Kargil
area, in Azad Kashrmir. It ap-
peared that India considered
that the Srinagar-Leh road,
linking India to Ladakh, was
threatened and had acted ac-
cordingly. The Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations ad-
dressed a request to both coun-
tries to cease operations across
the cease-fire line, a request

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

Zero Minus Fifty-two

To those who hold that the Vale of Kashmir has to be a part of Pakistan, despite the desire of the
Kashmiris to be independent, and to those who feel that we can achieve this end by sending in
freedom fighters, we say, this is an expensive exercise in futility.

which met with a negligible re-
sponse from bolh.” {(From Cri-
sis to Crisis’)

"His [Altaf Gauhar's] promo-
tion in September 1963 .., .. to
be the civil head of the Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting placed him in
close connection with Ayub
Khan ..... He became almost at
once a member of the small top-
level group which advocated a
forward' policy with respect to
Kashmir, and there is no doubt
that he was a member of the in-
timate coterie which vigorously
pressed such a policy on Ayub
Khan. The others, including
Zultfikar Ali Bhuitto, and the
late Lt General Akhtar Malik,
were not civil servants ...... Al
the time of hostilities between
Pakistan and India in Septem-
ber 1965, Altaf Gauhar became
VETY prominent in promoting

and guiding a markedly aggres-
sive war-time propaganda in
which pro-Peking sentiments
received emphasis.” ((From Cri-
sis to Crisis’ Appendix 1).

1969-1971: "It is evident that
Palit's suggestion was an un-
successful attempt to conceal
the real explanation. So brief a
period had been imposed on Au-
rora because India was relying,
no doubt by prior arrangement,
on the Soviet Union's veto in
the Security Council. It was
plain that once hostilities be-

an in earnest the issue would
e raised in the United Nations,
and India intended that there
should be no interruption in the
fighting until its purpose in
East Pakistan had been

achieved.

"But while the Soviet Union
could, by means of the veto,
hold the ring, it could not do so
indefinitely, and the swift cap-
ture of Dacca, even if not the fi-

nal destruction of Niazi's army,

was necessary. The Soviet
Union exercised its veto three
times, thereby providing time
for General Aurora to encircle
Dacca and force a surrender. It
was accomplished in twelve
days and was no mean feat of
arms. Had he not succeeded, the

olitical situation might well

ave become adverse for India.
Further, if Yahya Khan and his
advisers had been relying on
China, or the United States, or
the Security Council, they were
cruelly deceived.” (The End and
the Beginning’)

"Perhaps the most interest-
ing event at sea was the appear-
ance in the E‘-ag of Bengal of a
task forece sent by the American
Seventh Fleet comprising the
aircraft carrier Enterprise,
with nuclear-armed Phantoms,
an amphibious attack ship, a
uided missile frigate, dock-
andi% ships, and supply ves-

sels, The United States govern-
ment explained that the pres-
ence of this force was to facili-

tate the evacuation of such
American citizens as remained
‘in the newly declared state of
Bangladesh, but whether those
citizens were present in such

numbers as to require so

formidable a squadron;
whether they desired to leave,
and whether they were in any
real danger seems extremely

by Harun ur Rashid

doubtful. It is evident that the
American ships were sent to
remind the Soviet Union, then
occupying a dprnminent posi-
tion in the drama, that the
United States was not indiffer-
ent to events in this theatre of
war and had not lost interest in
the sub-continent. As il hap-
ened, India declared a cease-
ire and the American force
steamed without oslentation

towards other waters.” (The End
and the Beginning)

"[t was learned that the
United States had informed
Pakistan that if India contin-
ued the war on the western
front, they would give all mate-
rial help and support, but that if
India declared a cease-fire,
Pakistan would have to accept
it. The Soviet Union is under-
stood to have informed India
that, after taking Dacca, a
cease-fire must be declared.
Since, as it appears to me, India
had no other intention than to
do exactly this, the two super-
powers, each according to its
owtl logic, made their respective
contributions to crystallizin
India’s purposes.” (The End a
the Beginning) 5

Now we come to May 1999
when the Indians discovered
the presence of a few hundred
well-armed, well-trained Mu-
ﬁ;hidten entrenched on the

imalayan heights of the
Drass-Kargil sector on their
side of the LoC. The Indian
army, caught napping, was em-
barrassed and its government,
as weak and fragile as is ours,
reacted as it did. Let us believe

China’s Attitude towards Kashmir Situation

There is a view that Kosovo war might have an impact on China’s attitude towards the right of
self-determination by the Kashmiris in the disputed territory. China’s response to Kashmir dispute
appears to be guided by its own perspective of the likely situation in Tibet and

Taiwan and Pakistan needs to acknowledge this fact .

Pakistan Prime Minister's
brief visit to China at the invi-
tation ol his Chinese counter-
part signalled to others the
manifestation of the close bi-
lateral lies between the two
countries. This is more so when
Pakistan is fighting a low-key
local war with India in Kash-
mir,

China’s relation with Pak-
istan has always been friendly
and rmmutually beneficial to their
strategic interests in the back-
ground of India’s attempt to
dominate the South Asian re-

gion. It is acknowledged that it

is in the interests of both Pak-
istan and China to restrain the
influence of India in this re-
gion,

To both the countries it
makes political and strategic
sense that no one country
should dominate this region. In
geo-political strategy it is de-
sirable to mainlain a balance of
power in the region. Pakistan
played this role with the assis-
tance of external powers to bal-
ance India's military power.

Pakistan never accepted In-
dia’'s military superiority,
partly because of the Kashmir
territorial disputle. Further-
more there is a perception in
Pakistan that India's assis-
tance in the birth of Bangladesh
was to weaken Pakistan vis-a-
vis India. After 1971, Pakistan
appears to have become more
alert and sensitive to ensure
that India does not become mil-
ilarily superior to Pakistan. Tit

for tat nuclear response from
Pakistan attests to this mili-
tary balance.

Since the Kashmir flare-up
from May last, China, Pak-
istan’s traditional ally, ap-
peared to have kept neutral po-
sition and issued statemernts to
exercise restraint for boih
sides, China's position appears
to be disappointing for Pak-
istan. Pakistan wanted vigor-
ous and robust support from
China on this vital issue at this
poiril ol time,

China did not call for a Se-
curity Council meeting at the
UN Lo discuss the Kashmir sit-
uation which potentially
threatens peace and security in
the region. Instead, China , ap-
pears lo listen to the story of
both sides and the visits of both
India’s and Pakistan's Foreign
Ministers (o China are in-
stances inn point. Some political
analysts bhelieve that China
musi be relishing this listening
role from both India and Pak-
islarn.

A question arises as to why
is China behaving this way

when its traditional ally Pak-
istan needs its support ?

China appears to look at the
Kashmir issue from its own
perspective. The core issue in
the Kashmir dispute is Lthe right
of the exercise of self-determi-
nation by the Kashmiris to de-
cide the linal status of the terri-
tory. Although the exercise of
self-determination is a funda-

mental right enshrined in the
UN Declaration of Human
Rights, many countries inter-
pret it otherwise and perceive it
as a cause for disinlegration of

. the national unity and cohe-

siornl, There is a view in some
countries that under the guise of
sell-determination, new na-
tional borders are created
within the existing established
boundaries and the right of the
exercise of self-determination
could trigger instability in a
country. Kosovo is an instance.

Many political analysts be-
lieve that China appears to be

. uncomiortable with the issue of -

the exercise of right of sell-de-

termination by the Kasmiris in

the disputed territory.” There is
a lurking fear that if it is ac-
cepled in Kashinir, then it could
be applicable to the people in
Taiwan and Tibet. This appears
to be China's concern in the
Kashmir issue and could be the
reason for its being cool and
neutral in the present Kashmir
situation.

Another reason could be
that China wishes to mend its
relations with India. China re-
alises that in the next century
India and China have to face
the might of the US in a unipo-
lar world. Both have common
strategic interests to reduce the
influence of the superpower .
the US, in Asia and if China
and India come to an under-
standing on each other’s role in
Asia, it will be beneficial to

both of them,

After NATO's attack on Yu-
goslavia, no country could be
certain to what extent the lead-
ers of a country could do or take

actions with their nationals in .

respect of their human rights
within the national boundaries.
The barrier of domestic
jurisdiction appears to have
withered away under the new
international norms of human-
itarian laws. . A new world or-
der seems to emerge in which
the concept of “just war” is in-
corporated. :
China's opposition to NA-
ATQ's wir against Yugoslavia

-appears to restom the gence
'DP the new world nrdesn’}%rﬁm ig *

a suspicion that any action by
China against the wishes of
Tibetan and Taiwanese people
could provoke a war-like
response from the West and this
trend lo many countries,
appears to be uncomfortable
and goes against the
sovereignty of a nation.

There is a view that Kosovo
war might have an impaet on
China's attitude towards the
right of self-determination by
the Kashmiris in the disputed
territory. China’s response to
Kashmir dispute appears to be
guided by its own perspective of
the likely situation in Tibet
and Taiwan and Pakistan
needs to acknowledge this fact .

The writer, a Barrister, is
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-
sador to the UN. Geneva
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Don't get confined

Sir, The intellectuals and
women organisations of
Bangladesh only see the events
of 1971 and 1975. They do not
say anything beyond 1971 and
1975. To them murders and
crimes 1mean the events of
1971 and 1975. Now murders
and heinous crimes are being
committed on women and
children (some of them worse
than 1971) and women are
publicly being humiliated both
inside and outside the Jatiaya
Sangsad. Our so-called intel-
lectuals and women organisa-
tions (except for one or (wo)
mysteriously do not utter a
single word as they do not
have the courage to do so.

I fervently urge the intel-
lectuals and women organisa-
tions to wake up and not to
confine themselves only to
1971 and 1975. See what is
happening nowadays. Please
vehemently protest against all
sorts of crimes., Come forward
and help to make our country
a happy Bangladesh.

Igbal Ahmed
Dhaka- 1000

"Stain on

Parliament"

. o=ir. Thank you very mueh
lor the thought-provoking edi-
torial under the above caption
publislied on June 30, 1999, The
DS appeared to be very much
anguished but a bit surprised by
the vwnmannerly and vulgar
outbursts of the Prime Minister,
We. the unfortunate onlookers
ol the political happenings [and
altended  bickerings!) in
Bangladesh especially since the
last three vears or so are all
wilh the DS whien it has rightly
poinited oul that 'by doing that
she (Sk. Hasina) has lowered
not only the sanctity of the
highest forum ol elected repre-
sellatives but also the prestige
of her office.

In fact, a culture of vulgarity
and violence has recently been
gerniinated on the sacred soil of
Bangladesli by the very people
pledged-bound to eradicate

these illggtrom the society. As

Lar as 1 Catl remnemmber. the DS
Fnad o few athiers. on) haove thine
a1ud again nuplored the Prione
Minister io be caretul about her
bebiaviour and wlterings.

[ think. the members ot Lhe
parhiwnent need o soul-search.

An Agonized Cilizen
DHickeer

'Genetically

engineered seeds'

Sir, The letter published in
the DS on the 24th June enti-
tled, 'Genetically engineered
seeds’ is canfusing. € point
that the author is trying to
make is not at all clear. On the
one hand he talks about geneti-
cally engineered seeds killing
butterfly populations, and on
the other, about the World
Trade Organisation; and lastly
about sclentists moving away
from the supreme creator.

I would like to put the issue
of genetically engineered seeds
on the proper perspective, since
our subject deals with the mat-
ter. The genetically engineered
crop in question is transgenic
maize which produces an insec-
ticidal protein taken from bac-
teria that has been reported to
cause death of hutterl{:;es. This
is not of butterflies in general
but one particular species only.
The reason for producing and
growing insecticidal corn
plants is so that these would
not succumb to the insect called
corn borer which can destroy
the whole maize crop popula-
tion. Before the advent of ge-
netic engineering technology.
farmers used to spray their
crul)s with the Bt protein to con-
trol these corn borers. If any
particular butterfly species is
also killed by the Bt protein, it
would also die and would have
nothing to do with genetic engi-
neering. What happens is that
whereas any spray of toxic pro-
fein is washed away by rain in
the case of ordinary plants,
transgenic plants have been de-
signed to produce the toxic pro-
tein all the time — leading to
noticeable reduction in the but-
terfly population in question.

All scientists now have to do is
design plants to cause expres-
sion of the toxin protein only
upon wounding or some other
stimuli. The research ad-
vancements are at such a stage
that the latter can easily be
done. This was not the case
when the transgenic plants
above were produced at first.

Therefore when there are
problems with a certain prod-
uct, these have to be anaFysed
and solutions found out, It
would be extremely foolish on
our part to label ﬁenetic engi-
neering as evil and have noth-
ing to do with it. Actually pesti-
cide use is much more danger-
ous, because as we have found
out to our immense misfortune
that leaching of pesticide into
the environment has caused a
lot of damage to our fish popu-
lation and other organisms. But
farmers find it difficult not to
use pesticide in order to protect
our rice crop which is essential
for our survival. Awareness has
increased however and efforts
are now being made at inte-
grated rpest management.

As for moving away from the
creator, genetic engineering is
no such thing. Man is simply
using his intelligence to try and
add or subtract a few genes into
one organism for the benefit of
mankind. These genes are al-
ready present due to the bene-
faction of our supreme creator.
Crop genetic engjneering can be
easily compared with breeding

of better crops, with the differ- .

ence that the former has over-
come barriers of cross-species
compatibility and is more pre-
cise. If the human population
had not increased so much, the
present agricultural scenario of
vast tracts of land planted with
one or two types of high yield-
ing varieties of crops would not
have existed. The latter situa-
tion has resulted in encourage-
ment of pest growth to uncon-
trollable levels leading to pes-
ticide application. Pesticide use
saved our crops but caused
damage tc the environment.
Controlled genetic engineering,
particularly in the case of crops
is an environment-friendly
technology, one in which the

%nvernment needs to encourage
urther research, investment
and growth to solve major prob-
lems afflicting our crop popula-
tions. Only then we would be
able to stand on solid ground
and be able to understand, pro-
tect, counteract and even use Lo
advantage, any decisions of
WTO or commercial giants like
Monsanto, which could affect
us adversely. -

Zeba I. Seraj (Ph.D.)
Professor
Dept. of Biochemistry, DU.

Income-tax on car

Sir, Income-tax is a tax on a
person in relation to his in-
come. The possession of a car
does not necessarily create any
income, rather it presupposes
expenditure on the car, as it is
not an -income generating in-
strument when it is used for
personal purpose or for family
purpose. Now-a-days, posses-
sion and maintenance of a car
is not a luxury but a necessity .
and "its maintenance cost is
lower than the cost of con-
veyance by rickshaw, scooter
etc., if it is maintained and
driven by the owner or by his
family members. Many middle-
class — even lower middle-class
— people have purchased cars by
taking loans from banks as it
has become a burden to bear the
increasing cost of conveyance
by rickshaws etc.

Does the Finance Minister
think that persons having cars
are all rich people? If they earn
any income exceeding the ex-
emption limit they will have to
pay income tax on their in-
come, but why income tax on
car? It is a clear deviation from
the basic principles of taxation.
If the government wants to ex-
pand tax-base to increase in-
ternal resources, there are
fields which the government as
well as the people know and
that should be in a logical, legal

and proper way.

M Nurunnabi
Kajla, Rajshahi

i

our side of the story. We do not
know who the infiltrators are.
we do not know who armed and
trained them, we do not know
how they managed to scale the
heights and occupy vantage-

oints. We know they are

ashmiri Mujahideen enﬁaﬁed,
gnt-

in Jehad, local freedom-

ers from Indian occupied
Kashmir, continuing their
fight to deliver their brethren
from Indian oppression and
occupation. The Indians are at-
tacking them. We have nothing
to do with them, yet in the in-
terest of peace, we would like a
cease-fire and to talk to the In-
dians via the back door, the
side door, or the front door, and

“in the interest of humanity at

large we are seeking the help of
the international communit
to bring about an honourable
way out of the impasse. In the
bargain, we would like back
some of the territory of Azad
Kashmir and Jammu in the
Siachen area lost to the Indians
many years ago. The Kashmir
issue has to be globalized and to
prevent the use of nuclear
weapons we expect the global
powers to step in and ensure
that peace prevails, on our
terms, in the region and the
world at large. Now, let us not
believe the big wide world's side
of the story.

Credit goes to the Pakistan
army for its tactics and strate
and for the accomplishment of
a tactical -manoeuvre which
took over six months of prior

Elanning, reconnaissance, the

igh-altitude acclimatization

and intense training of the in-
filtrators, and the supply of
sgecia] equipment. Presum-
ably, this operation was given
the OK by the prime minister

despite reservations from cer-
tain quarters. He probably as-
sured the army that as soon as
vantagepoints were secured our
subtle diplomacy would come
into play. The world powers
and our allies of the Ummah
would stand by us, and we would
end up better than when we
started.

Strife-torn Europe is tired
and does not want another war
on its hands. America has just
won a war without bringing
home one single body bag. No
mean achievement. If a war can
be stopped by merely tightening
the economic screws, the tight-
ening should start. This would
be the cheaper option.

Now, the Ummah in
Ouadadougou has not sneezed,
the Chinese have not coughed,
America is enjoying the long
4th of July weekend, Europe is
busy watching Wimbledon, and
Big Boris is ill and, having suf-
fered the Taliban in
Afghanistan, does not want to
look our way. OQur emissaries
are running round the world
like headless chickens whilst
our men and brothers are dying
on the heights.

To those who hold that the

. Vale of Kashmir has to be a part

of Pakistan, despite the desire
of the Kashmiris to be indepen-
dent, and to those who feel that
we can achieve this end by send-
ing in freedom fighters, we say,
this is an e sive exercise in
futility. If we want the Vale we
will have to fight for it and we
can only embark on " a fight if
there is a reasonable chance of
winning. To embark, we must
be strong. powerful, and equal
in all res to the adversary.
This might happen after fifty
years, starting as of now, of
sustained good governance.
What is fifty years in the life of
a nation?

For the present everything
possible must be done to get out
of the mess, claiming we have
won and letting .India do the
same. .

Art
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Can You Hear Me?

the strangest sight — a man who was not talking into a

I was walking down Fifth Avenue the other day when I saw

cellular phone. No one walks in New York without a

telephone stuck to their ear.

I asked him, "Is anything wrong?"
"No," he said. "The airline I was calling put me on hold, and

alter 50 minutes my battery

died on me.”

'Does it bother you to walk down Fifth Avenue without talk-

ing to someone?"

‘It's no fun, but everyone else is talking so they don't notice:
From now on I'm not going to leave the house without an extra

battery."

The cellular phone has become so much %p art of our culture
t

- that' medical sciéntists aré experimenting

implariting one -

in a person's ear at birth. The phone companies would pay for

the implants.

All communication between
the phone. '

people with then take placé over

"You have to be home by 10 o'clock.”

11I1m E.D

. Ma, I'm in a dead spot. I can't hear you."

"If you're not going to marry me | wish you would tell me over
- the phone like an honest person, instead of to my face like the

rat you are."

What makes it so essential for

eople to carry a cellular

phone is, if a car his them, they can a?wa}rs call 911.

The weirdest thing

. : you can see in New York Cit
without a cellular phone. The odds are he is either

is a person
m Wiscon-

sin or North Dakota. It is not that they don't have phones there,
it is just that they think it's bad manners to talk and chew gum

at the same time.

I hope 1 will never see another person walking down Fifth
Avenue wijthout a cellular phone in his ear. It was enough to

make a grown man cry.

By arrangement with Los Angeles Time Syndicate and UNB.

OPINION

| Building_ Construction
~ Rules

M.B. Huda

Reference is made to the
roundtable transcript on ‘How
Environment Friendly Is Our
Building Construction Rules?’
published in the DS; Thanks to

all the participants and the or- -

ganizers for i n_tifymﬁ such an
important issue for the atten-
tion of the city dwellers. YEP
forum has put forward a num-
ber of recommendations. Some
of these directly relate to the
activities of RAJUK. YEP,
members also expressed their
opinions to form an advocacy
group Lo mobilize public opin-
ion to protect the interest of the
city dwellers.

We are aware of the role of
RAJUK in city development ac-
tivities. In this respect several
write-ups and news were pub-
lished in the DS in the recent
past. Thanks to the chairman
of RAJUK who has confirmed
that 80 per cent of the con-
structed buildings have violated
Building Construction Rule,
What a pity!

I want to peint out that only
RAJUK cannot be held respon-
sible for this. One may ask.
why? This is simple. Many of
these constructed buildings
have RAJUK-approved draw-
ings but these drawings were
not followed during the con-
struction time. Owners of these
buildings have violated the
Building Construction Rules,
Well, one may argue that why
RAJUK did not take action in
time. This is an issue which
should be referred to RAJUK for
explanation. In reality many of
these are covered up by the par-
ties concerned for their own in-
terest which surely is an of-
fense.

As professionals, the role of
architects, engineers and plan-
ners is to carry out their job
from the inception till comple-
tion. Let us not forget that these
professionals play a very im-
portant role J}uring planning
and construction stages. The
present rule says, any buildin
more than four storied hig

must be designed by an archi-
tect. A client may seek the ser-
vices of the professionals at
various stages of design and
construction. ’

Many buildings which have
violated the Building Construc-
tion Rules were supervised by
the professionals. How does one
justify this type of practice by
these professionals? Are they
doing their job? Why can't the
professionals disagree with
clients whenever there is a vio-
lation and bring this to the no-
ltice of the authority concerned
or professional bodies. What
about professional bodies like
Institute of Architects, Institute
of Planners and Institute of
Engineer's. These bodies cer-
tainly have a role to play.

Bangladesh National Build-
ing Code was prepared by a
multi-disciplinary team of ex-
perts like architects, engineers,
planners, scientists, research
workers from university facul-
ties and other professional
practitioners. The document is
a gulde to regulate all building

works of various nature — from
residential to commercial, in-
dustrial buildings to hospitals,
recreationals, parking garages
etc. | wonder wﬁ}r after so much
of effort by the professionals
and bureaucrats, the document
could not be made effective
since it was published in 1993,
Where has it gone wrong?
Unfortunately we have
failed to make our law makers
understand the importance of
it and I think an advocacy
roup should be formed imme-
iately to motivate them and
finally get it passed by the Par-

liament,

I strongly feel that for the
greater interest of the country
the government should give
recognition to professional
bodies, like the Institute of Ar-
chitects to control the activities
of its member architects and
the architecture profession of
this country,




