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US President Bill Clinton (R) walks with Pakistan
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Minister Nawaz Sharif (L) outside Blair House following
their nearly three hours of talks on ways to end fighting

in Kashmir.

Clinton and Sharif agreed that "concrete

steps will be taken" to restore the Line of Control
between Indian and Pakistan-held Kashmir. — AFP photo

NEW DELHI, July 5: India
has seen no sign yet of a with-
drawal by infiltrators on its
side of the military control line
with Pakistan in Kashmir, and
is continuing with its military
offensive there, a defence offi-
cial said today, re Reuters,

"There is no change on the

ground, Our operations are con-

tinuing., There is no change in
our military posture,” the offi-
cial said.

Pakistani Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharif and US President

Bill Clinton issued a joint
statement in Washington on
Sunday which said that “"con-
crete steps will be taken for the
res]tnratinn of the Line of Con-
trol.”

India, which launched a
massive air and ground offen-
sive against the hundreds of in-
filtrators in northern Kashmir
last month, said it could not
comment immediately on the
agreement.

‘It will take time to get down
to the ground level," the defence
official said, referring to a pos-
sible. withdrawal b}i' the mili-
tants, which New Delhi says are
largely made up of Pakistani
army regulars. "l can't see it
happening in the next hour."”

The ‘army said on Sunday
that it had won a major victory
against the guerillas, taking
Tiger Hill, which commands a
vital stretch of highway.

However, a milit official
in Kashmir said on Monda
that some ridges of Tiger Hill
had yet to be wrested from the
infiltrators and troops were
continuing efforts to take them,

He said artilery fire was
continuing across several sec-
tors of the Line of Control. the

ceasefire line drawn in 1972 af-
ter the last of three wars he-
tween the nuclear-capable ri-
vals.

Meanwhile, a leading Is-
lamic militant group today dis-
sociated itself from Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's

ement to defuse tension in
Kashmir and said it would not
withdraw from the region.

"Pakistan may withdraw,
but the Mujahideen (Holy War-
riors} will not withdraw," Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed, Chief of
Lashkar-e-Taiba and head of
the Markaz-ud-Dawa-wal-Ir-
shad organisation, told Reuters.

Saeed said Sharif did not
s?eak for his organisation, one
of several which have captured
strategic heights in India
Kashmir, in his talks in Wash-
ington with President Bill Clin-
ton.

"Pakistan should not accept
any responsibility on behalf of
the Mujahideen because those
peaks are not in Pakistani
Army or Pakistan government
hands, but in our hands,” he
said. "This is our work after 10
years of sacrifices. He has no
right to assume responsibility,

"And if he (Sharif] does that
he would lose his trust as people
are fully behind the Mu-
Jahideen. This will become a
problem for him politically. It
is quite obwvious that Nawaz
Sharif was unable to truly rep-
resent his people in Washing-
ton." ;

A joint US-Pakistani' state-
ment said “concrete steps”
would be taken to restore the
Line of Control dividing Indian
and Pakistan-held Kashmir to
wind down the worst military
standoff between India and
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Attacks continue as

Pakistan
decades.

AFP adds: The Indian army
is battling to advance on a new
front in Kashmir where armed
Muslim infiltrators stand be-
tween its forces and a strategic
ﬂacier, military officials said

onday.

Senior commanders in
Batalik, 57 kilometres north of
Kargil, said troops were attack-
ing in several sectors to flush
out what they say are Pakistan-
backed militias and clear a way
to the Siachen glacier.

They said a 16,000-foot peak
near Batalik was recaptured
overnight Saturday in fierce
fighting that inflicted heavy ca-
sualties on both sides.

India launched a massive
military offensive on May 9 to
push back the guerillas who had
set up mountain-top bunkers on
the Indian side of the Line of
Control dividing Indian- and
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir.

The initial thrust of the
campaign was near Drass,
where troops on Sunday took
the strategic Tiger Hills which
overlooks the Srinagar-Leh
highway.

The road is a lifeline for
Indian troops fighting in
Kashmir and on the 23,000-foot
(6,969-metre) high Siachen
glacier. .

‘Drass was our first prior-
ity,” said one military official.
"Now the operations will focus
more on the Batalik sector,

"Compared to Drass where
the sides are steeper, the
Batalik ridges are sheer and
higher, so that any advance, es-
pecially through snow, is diffi-
cull,” he said. -
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Activists of the Communist Par
they brandish anti-war placards

against the current conflict in

part of the US.

spokesman said air strikes had
been carried out on Monday on
unspecified targets around
Batalik. :

During its last war with
Pakistan in 1971, India wrested
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ty of India - Marxist-Leninist (CPI-ML) shout slogans as
during a demonstration Monday. The CPI-ML protested

Kashmir, and what it deems as growing intervention on the

control of the Turtuk region
and in 1984 and 1987 occupied
commanding heights on the
Siachen glacier, forcing the ri-
val Pakistani army to camp on
exposed ground on the icy

— AFP photo
wasteland.

"The infiltrators are in
Batalik to perhaps avenge the
Turtuk humiliation and our
successes on the Siachen." the
official said.

.Russian forces attack
gunmen in Chechnya

MOSCOW, July 5: Russian
forces on Monday killed "a
large number" of Chechens
when its helicopter gunships at-
tacked gunmen near the sepa-
ratist republic’'s border with
Russia, reports AFP.

‘We are delivering strikes
without waiting until they at-
tack us. What happened this
night firmly confirms this."
Interior Minister Vladimir
Rushailo said in remarks
broadcast on private NTV tele-
Vis10m.

Rushailo’s comments came
after a Kremlin meeting with
Russian President Boris
Yeltsin,

"We noticed a group of 150-
200 gunmen armed with auto-
matic weapons, who clearly
planned to attack our border
checkpoints,” Rushailo said.

“We used helicopters and
mortar fire. The gumsnen ssuf
fered losses. As far as we can
tell through interce
dispatches a large whole num-
ber of them were killed."

| tweeniw .
i Chechen rebels.
ed radio @

Rushailo's announcement
came a day after Russian troops
fired on Chechen rebels. The
Chechen government then
threatened to retaliate,

He said interior ministry
troops at 6:00 a.m. (0200 GMT)
sent a squadron of helicopters
to attack a group of Chechen
ﬁFh ters stationed at the border
of Russia's Dagestan region,

Russia previously said it had
set up unit of 17,000 troops near
the border with Chechnya, with
which it fought a 21-month that
according to estimates claimed
some 80,000 lives.

The conflict ended without
the main issue of the small re-
public's status being settled.

Chechnya claims full indepen--

dence from Moscow, although it
has not been recognised by any

eountry in the world,

Skirmjfshes are frequent be:
ussian troops and

Last month, seven Russians
were killed and 15 injured in a
night of border fighting.

"~ Suharto told the ANTevee

Suharto files
case against
Time magazine

JAKARTA, July 5: Lawyers
for Indonesia's former Presi-
dent Suharto today lodged a
multi-billion-dollar defama-
tion lawsuit against Time mag-
azine for an article that said he
had amassed a $15 billion for-
tune during his 32-year rule.

"We have handed over the
documents at 10 O'clock this
morning and now we are wait-
ing for the date when the trial
can begin,” lawyer Juan Tam-
pubolon told Reuters by tele-
phone.

Meanwhile, former In-
donesian president Suharto
said Monday he had no choice
but to file a multi-billion-dol-
lar lawsuit against the US mag-
azine Time after it accused him
and his family of sitting on a
fortune.

"It was not only an insult but
415 slander, It was not only fe
that has Been slandered but also
the Indonesian nation."
pri-
vate television channel,

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak (R) toasts with his
Foreign Minister designate David Levy (L) and other
guests during the wedding of Levy's daughter Orly in
Petah Tigva Sunday, ‘For Levy, it was a dav of double
celebration as he way appointed by Barak to serve again
as foreign minister, a post he held under two right-wing
governments and now again under the Labour leader.

— AFP photo

UN worried about holding
E Timor referendum

DILl, Indonesia, July 5:

Anti-independence militiamen

in East Timor ambushed UN po-
lice officers and stoned their
helicopter, prompting the world
body to question Monday
whether a plebiscite on inde-
pendence could proceed as
planned, reports AP,

The confrontation between
militia members and UN staff
on Sunday followed an assault
on a relief convoy in the town of
Liquica, some 25 KM west of the
territorial capital, Dili.

The confrontation was the
most serious challenge to UN
authority in East Timor by
militias vehemently opposed to
the holding of the referendum.
UN staff were attacked and
threatened in other towns last
week.

Indonesian officials an-
nounced that Liquica's police
chief was replaced Monday and
said more Indonesian police
would be sent to East Timor to
beef up security.

In Jakarta, military com-
mander Gen. Wiranto pledged
that the security forces will pro-
tect UN personnel. "Security is
being guaranteed by the Indone-

=

sian authorities, and the police
and military will ensure it,"
Wiranto said after a meeting
with jailed East Timor guerilla
leader Jose Alexandre "Xanana"
Gusmao and visiting Nobel
Peace Prize winner Jose Ramos
Horta.

The plebiscite will deter-
mine the future of the former
Portuguese colony that was in-
vaded and annexed by Indone-
sia in the mid-1970s,

Citizens of the half-island
province are to choose between
remaining part of Indonesia as
an autonomous region or full
independence.

Violence has escalated in the
mornths since plans for the bal-
lot were announced.

Meanwhile, the latest attack
ot international humanitarian
workers by militiamen opposed
to a referendum on indepen-
dence for East Timor raises
fresh concerns about whether
the ballot can go ahead, UN spe-
cial envoy Jamsheed Marker
said Monday,

‘We're very concerned.”
about the attack, Marker told
Australian Broadcasting Corp.
radio.

e . .

UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Sadako
Ogata gestures as she talks with an ethnic Albanian
refugee boy, Monday in the refugees camp in Stenkaovac,
about his return to Kosovo. Ogata was to accompany a

convoy of refugees back to Pristina.

— AFP photo

BlaSt H]ls 1 in Istanbul: o person was

killed and 24 wounded, five of them seriously, when a bomb
placed in a rubbish bin in an Istanbul park exploded Sunday
evening, the NTV television news channel reported; AFP says

from Ankara.

Road accident kills 29 in Cameroon:

Twenty-nine people died and many others were injured when
two minibuses packed with passengers were in a head-on colli-
sion Sunday some 20 km north of Yaounde, the Cameroon gen-
darmerie said, AFP reports from Yaounde. O

CHENNAI, July 5: AIADMK
supremo Jayalalitha last night
admitted that she had made a

rave error by having an al-
iance with the BJP in the last
elections and assured minori-
ties that she would never again
commit the same mistake,

‘It was io make amends for
my mistake that [ brought down
the BJP government and I can
assure you that I will never
again have any truck with the
BJP in future,' she said, ad-
dressing the "Muslims" right to
live conference nr?axﬂsed by the
Tamil Nadu Muslim Munnetra
Kazhagam (TMMK] here.

Lambasting the
Karunanidhi government in
Tamil Nadu for harassing in-
nocent Muslims in the name of
conducting searches for extrem-
ists, Jayalalitha said her party
would be at the forefront of the
struggle of secular forces to de-
feat the DMK-BJP combine in
the Lok Sabha elections.

The TMMK's conference,
with the twin objective of unit-
ing political parties opposed to
the BJP-DMK front and raising

the demiand for reservation for
Muslims in education, em-
ployment and legislatures, was
attended by representatives of
all major parties baring the
CPI(M) and those in the DMK
front, -

Tamil Maanila Congress
was represented by the opposi-
tion leader in the assem {J}r. 5
Balakrishnan, who avoided
sharing a Flatfc-rm with Jay-
alalitha by finishing his speech
much before she arrived on
stage.

Jayalalitha utilised the op-
portunity to categorically deny
and old allegation against her
that she had sent AIADMKmen
to participate in the 'kar seva’ at
Ayodhya that led to the dernoli-
tion of the disputed structure
there in 1992

Terming it gs a lie often re-
peated by her detractors, she
said she had taken a neutral
stand at the national integra-
tion council meeting in Novem-
ber 1992 by urging the leaders
gathered there not to see it'as a
Ram Janma Bhoomi vs Babri

Joining coalition govt was
a mistake: Jayalalitha

Masjic” issue but rather (0 find
ways to protect the interest of
the minority while respecting
the freedom of the majority.

Regarding the demand raised
h[‘,; the TMMK at the conference,
she said she would work to-
wards creating a consensus
among political parties to fulfil
these demands.

The demands, articulated in
the form of resclutions, in-
cluded 20 per cent reservation
for Muslims in the Lok Sabha,
13 per cent in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly and local bodies, 20
per cent in central government
employment and 13 per cent in
state government service, public
and private sector undertakings
and in higher education.

TNCC President
vanam K Hamamurthﬁ. CPl
State Secretary R Nallakannu,
Indian National League leaders
Ibrahim Sulaiman Sait and M
A Latheef, Dravidar kazhagam
general secretary K Veeramani
and leaders of smaller parties
in the state participated in the
conference.

Tindi-

Russia, NAT

MOSCOW, July 5 : Russia and
NATO have removed all "obsta-
cles” in the way of the deploy-

! ment of Russian peacekeepers

in Kosovo, the Russian Defence
Ministry said in a statement
Monday. reports AFP.

“The results of the talks will
aillow the effective and fruitful
military participation of Rus-
sia in KFOR." the defense in-
istr:,r said,

“The sides confirmed that
there are no obstacles to the de-
ployment of Russian peacekeep-
ing forces to Kosovo."

The statement added that
Kosovo's Pristina airport was
ready to receive Russian planes
carrying troops eflective im-
mediately.

"The negotiation process be-
tween Russian general chief of
staff and NATQ about the pres-
ence of Russian forces in a

1., Kosoyg peace mission is com-

plete.”

Although Russia and the
United States clinched a deal in
Helsinki last month on the de-
ployment of 3.600 Russian

R

TeSOIVE TOW OVer peace force

iroops in KFOR, new disagree-

meints had surfaced over the

presence of the Russian contin-
gent.

Some 120 paratroopers thai
were to fly to Pristina on Sun-
day remained at a military air-
port in lIvanovo., east of
Moscow, as Hungary, Bulparia
and Romania continued to deny
them permission to enter their
air space.Hungary, a NATO
country, and the two other
states, refused to grant Moscow
clearance to overfly their terri-
tories after consulting with

NATO, wwhich Insisted that de- '

tails on the role of the Russian
pecekeepers had to be worked
out,

The Helsinki agreement
provided for the deployment
othe Russian troops under
NATO command in the US,
Frerich and German sectors of
Knsovo as well
Pristihia alrport.”

- Reuter adds; A NATO
miiitary’ delegation was in
Moscow today seeking an
eleventh-hour deal to end yet

as near the

another stand-off between Rus-
sia and the West that blocked
the deployment of Moscow's
main HKosovo peacekeeping
contingent.

Their aircraft were loaded up
and ready for take-off, but Rus-
sia's peacekeepers remained
grounded at home over the
weekend by the latest row over
the role they were to play in
Kosovo.

Russia has only a few hun-
dred iroops in the Serbian
province, holed up at the air-

ort in the provincial capital
ristina, which they seized un-
expectedly just hours before
NATO rolled into Kosovo on
June 12,

Sunday was to see the be-
ginning of a deployment that
would bring the total up to
3,600, still far less than NATO's

lanned 50,000 but enough to
;:g.'q a significant presence on
the grvund. i
ut Washington persuaded
Romania, Hungary and Bul-
ﬁaria to close their air space to
ussian troops on Saturday.

LONDON, July 5 : British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
Menday sought to win the cru-
vial support of Morthern lie-
s Protestant unionisis fon
his peace Liucprint, which Lhe
have so far branded a betrayal,
reports AFP.

After making a statement to
the British parliament on the
plan, Blair may meet members
of the province's key Ulster
Unionist Party {(UUP) at Down-
ing Street to urge them to back
the’l%an, his office said,

e British government was
encouraged by Sunday's unex-
pectedly trouble-free Protestant
parade through Portadown,
west of Belfast, where security
was boosted to stop violent

| clashes between marchers and

Roman Catholic residents.

The pro-British unionists,
who form the majority in the
province, now have two weeks
to back the plan, as does their
chief rival, the political wing of
the IRA, Sinn Fein. Without
such support, the plan col-
lapses,

Almost as soon as Blair and
his Irish counterpart Bertie Ah-
ern unveiled their so-called
"Way Forward" for the embat-
tled province on Friday, it was

Blalr seeks Protestants’ support

‘assailed by senlor unionists

who said the two premiers had
peen deceived by Sinn Fein
reader Gerry Adams.

whéy Jrsl Beresvel B (s
plan whick asks them to aban-
don their leng-held demand
that the Irish Republican Army
(IRA) lays down its armns before
unionists form a power-sharing
government with Sinn Fein.

Under the plan, Unionists
would set up a power-sharing
government with Sinn Fein on
July 15. Only after this would
the process of disarming the
IRA begin.

Critics point out that not
only are unionists being put in
the unenviable position of
making or breaking the peace,
but they will be pushed out of
power if the government is sus-
pended should the IRA renege
on the plan.

Not s0, according to Blair,
who Monday teld unionists
that they could continue with
the pﬂWEr-Ehﬂﬂn%i government
and remain in the assembly
without Sinn Fein.

"It is not merely that they
can ¢ on without Sinn Fein.
It will be absolutely ciear that
the defaulting party is Sinn
Fein," the prime minister said.

The Countess of Wessex is
all smile as she returns to
work, Monday at her PR
firm R-JH Communications
in London after her wedding
and honeymoon to Prince
Edward. Edward~-Sophie
returned to their new home
at Bagshot Parklast week."

— AFP photo

Taiwan,PNG set up

diplomatic ties

TAIFPEI, July 5: Papua New
Guinea and Taiwan forged full
diplomatic links here Monday,
officials said.

Taiwanese Foreign Minister
Jason Hu and his PNG counter-
part Roy Yaki signed a joint
communique here after a day of
talks, reports AFP.

"The governments of the Re-
public of China (Taiwan)} and
Papua New Guinea have estab-
lished full diplomatic ties ef-
fective today in accordance
with the international law," the
communique said.

It added Taiwan "is soon to
open the embassy in Port
Moresby”, the capital of Papua
New Guinea, and swapping am-
bassadors would "strengthen
friendly and cooperative ties
between the two states",

Greens threaten to
quit Schroeder's

coalition govt

BERLIN, July 5: The junior
partner in Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder's center-left coali-
tion threatened to walk out
Monday unless the government
finds a way to speed up plans to
wean Germany off nuclear
power, reports AP.

Leaders of the environmen-
talist Greens Party, who are to
meet with Schroeder on the is-
sue Wednesday, called the quick
closure of Germany's atomic
power plants a make-or-break
issue for the B8-month-old
coalition.

DPRK may abandon plans
to conduct missile test

SEOUL, July 5: North Korea
showed signs of abandoning
plans to conduct a second mis-
sile launch during US-North
Korea talks in Beijing late last
month, a South Korean news-
paper reported today, says
Reuter.

Dong-A Ilbo quoted an
unidentified South Korean gov-
ernment official accompanying
President Kim Dae-jung on a
visit to the United States as say-
ing he heard the news from a
senior US official at the summit
between Kim and President Bill
Clinton on Saturday.

"There were positive signs,
during the recent US-North Ko-
rea talks in Beijing, that North
Rorea may suspend its plans to
test-launch a missile," the Ko-
rean official quoted the US offi-
cial as saying.

The US official declined to
disclose details, such as what
North Korea was demanding in
exchange for abandoning its
plans for a missile launch, the
paper said.

North Korea sent shock-
waves across the region last Au-
gust by test-firing a new long-
range rocket that soared over
Japan and into the Pacific. Py-
ongyang said it was launching a
satellite, which US defence offi-
cials later confirmed,

Reports from the United
States and Japan over the past
month have suggested North
Korea was preparing to launch a

newer version of its Taepodon
missile, whose range coul
reach the US western shores.

US envoy Charles Kartman
et Nerth Korean Vice Foreign
Minister Kim Kye Gwan in Bei-
jing on June 23 and 24 to dis-
cuss a wide range of issues, al-
though neither side has re-
vealed the content of the high-
level talks,

Dong-A said South Korean
Foreign Minister Hong Soon-
young, responding to the report,
said North Korea might be re-
strained if warned by both the
United States and South Korea.

But the US officials involved
in the Beijing talks believed
there was still a fifty-fifty
chance North Korea may fire
another missile, Hong said,

Meanwhile, Japan's Kyodo
News said on Saturday North
Korea has completed prepara-
tions to fire another ballistic
missile.

In a report from Beijing, Ky-
odo reported that a North Ko-
rean diplomatic official told a
visiting former Japanese
diplomat that North Korea was
ready to test another missile.

Yasushi Akashi., a former
UN undersecretary-general, was
told of the plans by a Japanese
section chief in North Korea's
Foreign Ministry. Akashi made
the remarks at a news confer-
ence in Beijing, following his
visit to Pyongyang,

Orange marchers parade near Portadown Sunday. Some
15,000 members of Northern Ireland's Orange Ordere
marched to a towering iron wall barring them from a
Catholic street, handed in a letter of protest, and
promptly turned around.

— AFP photo

Congo rebels
capture Mobutu's
hometown

KIGALL July 5: A leader of
rebels fighting in the Demo-
cratic: Republic of the Congo
said on Sunday his troops had
caplured the hometown of late
dictator Mobutu Sese Seku in
the far north of the country.

Jean-Pierre Bemba, who
heads the Congolese Liberation
Movenient (MLC), told Reuters
five rebel battalions had on
Saturday encircled and cap-
tured Gbadolite, a jungle town
1150 km north of the capital
Kinshasa on Congo's border
with the Central African Repub-

lic (CARJ.

Lankan troops
kill 10 Tigers

COLOMBO, July 5: Govern-
ment troops shot dead at least
10 Famil Tiger guerillas while a
soldier and a civilian died in
guerilla attacks in fresh fight-
ing in northern and eastern Sri
Lanka, officials said today, re-
ports AFP.

Soldiers confronted a group
of fighters from the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) at Gajabapura Sun-
day and killed four of them, the
Defence ministry said in a
statement,

It said six more Tiger gueril-
las were shot dead by troops in
two other clashes also on Sun-

day.



