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by Dr Khalilur Rahman

Building a Societ; for All Ages

If we genuinely want to mean active nﬁ-uge for all, we have to think of an old rickshaw puller, an
old farmer or an old worker and even an old retired clerk. We need to seriously consider their old

age well-being. These people have not even tasted their lives durin

ot been utilised [ully because of paucity of opportunities.

have n

HE United Nations is
marking this year as the
International Year of

Older Persons with the theme
“Towards a society for all ages".
In 1991, the UN General Assem-
bl}\lr eed on a set of principles
which state, among other
things, that older people should
have access to adequate food,
water, shelter, clothing, social
and legal services and health-
care, through the provision of
income, family and community
support and self-help; that peo-
ple of all ages are encouraged to
take steps to ensure greater
health and well being in the
later years for themselves and
for their communities.
Nine years prior to the UN
General Assembly agreed on
these principles, the World As-
sembly on Ageing adopted the
Vienna International Plan of
Action on A%leing. This plan
outlined the challenges and op-
portunities for development
‘posed by increasing numbers
‘and opportunities of older peo-
ple. It recommended measures
that can address issues that af-
fect older dpeaple* These are
health and nutrition, social
participation, economic secu-*
rity, housing. environment,
consumer protection, research
and education.

WHO and Ageing

UN Bodies and voluntary or-
ganisations are undertaking
expert group meetings and pub-
lic events to promote age-inte-
gration and counter social ex-
clusion in light of the UN Inter-
national Year for Older Per-
sons. As a UN Specialised
Agency, WHO is also taking step
in promoting active ageing. To
mark this international year,
WHO Ageing and Health Pro-

mme is initiating the Global

ovement for Active Ageing.
This is a network for all those
who are interested in moving
policies and practices towards
active ageing. The Global
Movement will be inaugurated
by a global walk event — the
Global Embrace, on 2 October
this year following celebration
of the UN designated Interna-
tional Day of Older Persons on
1 October. This is an around the
clock around the world event to
which all countries are invited.
It is designed to inspire, to in-
form, to promote health and to
provide enjoyment and good
company. It will link local pro-
jects to a global community of
similar concerns and to people
all over the world.

The theme of the World
Health Day (7th April} this year
“Active ageing makes the differ-

ence’, recognises WHO's com- '

" mitment to this important is-

sue and is the reflection of its
commitment to prnmutin%fm-
tive ageing. To add, the -
second World Health Assemb gv
held in May this year note

with appreciation the success-
ful 1999 World Health Day
campaign which focussed
global attention on the benefits
of healthy lifestyles throughout
the life span in order to remain
healthy and active for as lo

as possible in later life. It call

upon the WHO Member States to

. spheres of life, includin

- ing their so-c
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show greater concern and to
take appropriate steps to carry
out measures that ensure the
highest attainable standard of
health and well-being for the
growing numbers of their older
citizens.

Our Side of the Story

Ageing is not a diseases but a

normal process and dynamic
process of life. 1t is in fact the
inevitable alternative to pre-
mature death. Yet, one can pre-
vent or delay many of the dis-
apling conditions that often ac-
company ageing thm:]gh regu-
lar, moderate physical activity.
In opposition, a sedentary
lifestyle certainly puts one at
risk lor reduced functional ca-
pacity. The concept of active

aﬁeing also goes beyond the
physical domain.
The unfortunate part is that

whenever we talk of older per-
sons in our country, we tend to
mean only those older persons
who had always been better off
throughout their lives, We talk
about their well being during
their retirement age, we advo-
cate to engage them in different
in the
policy-making level of the Gov-
ernment and in nation build-
ing. Nowadays most of these
people are rather far better off
than what they have been dur-
ed active age be-
fore retirement. Most of them
get lucrative salary from the in-
ternational organisations,
NGOs ete. Doubtless, there is no
harm in it. For the greater in-
terest of the country, we need to
benefit from their life-long ex-
periences and knowledge.

The reason for my mention-
ing this is that while we talk
about this group of older per-
sons, we very oiten forget mil-
lions of older persons who had,
even during their youth, to
struggle for their livelihood.
-This group of millions older

people most of them suffer from

minimum basic needs for their
survival, Our enlightened soci-
ety do not think considerably of
them, they think only of those
who are already better off, who
have their own capabilities to
engage themselves even without
patronising from any quarter.

I saw a number of write-ups
in a number of our national
dailies on the occasion of this
year's World Health Day (7th
April} wherein most of the writ-
ers spoke for only this privi-
leged group of older persons to-

. severely from

ing makes the difference. Pict Courtaly—WHﬂ

tally forgetting the group of
older persons who need the help
most. In deed, I decided to write
this piece just to voice my con-
cern for these people. If we gen-
uinely want to mean active old
age for all, we have to think of
an old rickshaw puller, an old
farmer or an old worker and
even an old retired clerk. We
need to seriously consider their
old age well-Being. ThHese people
have not even tasted their lives
during their youth: their poten-
tials have not been utilised
fully because of paucity of op-
portunities. We are unable to ex-
tract potentials of these people
when they are even young, able
to contribute to the society. The
melems of unemployment, il-
iteracy and other social vices
always hunt them,

It was for the first time in
our country that the Govern-
ment introduced pension
scheme for the older s in
last year's budget. It was a bold
and time needed step. Our Gov-
ernment deserves sincere ap-

reciation for this decision.
nquestionable, we have severe
resource constraints. It is not
easy for the Government to ex-
and sbcial safety net. Support
om the private sector, inter-

national community and oth-

ers, is needed to supplement
Government's efforts in this re-

The old-age issue is inextri-
cably linked to social progress.
it heavily depends on the capa-
bility of countries. A country
like ours striving to provide ba-
sic needs to the population,
Government has hardly any re-
source to devote to this particu-
lar problem. We can perhaps
still do better even with the ex-
isting resources through their
efficient use. In doing so, we can

and the scheme that can

e care of well of poor

“older persons. This special

group of people really suffer
unger, diseases,
housing, clothing and overall
social insecurity, We need to
look into these issues.

To address this, we need re-
sources. Unfortunate fact that
ODA to deve]npln% countries is
continuously declining. Com-
mitments made by donor com-
munity at various interna-
tional fora have not been trans-
lated into reality. The interna-
tional community needs to
perform their duty and fulfil
their pledges if they really be-
lieve in WHO the slogan "Active

& their youth; their potentials

ng makes the difference".
Vhen a country severely suffers
from necessary resources to be
devoted to the youth, it is not
easy at all to do some thing bet-

- ter for her older generation.

That is why it is also our duty to
remind the donor communit
of their responsibility antf
commitment towards poor

countries. In all international

fora, we need to keep this issue
alive and up.

Addressing ageing problem
is certainly a big and much
talked about issue now in the
developed countries. In this
group of countries, older people
are often viewed as a homoge-
neous grnuE who no longer con-
tribute to their families and so-
cieties and may even be a bur-
den. The scenario is not too dif-
ferent in developing countries.
Certainly, these people are bur-
den for their families since so-

. clety hardly takes care of them.

In developed countries, these
people have, however, their so-
cial security — guarantee for
food, house and health. In de-
veloping countries only a very
few older people have these
minimum basic facilities.

The most important for us to
reflect on what we are doing or
are able to do even for our active
work force before they get older.
Due to inadequate opportunities
and basic care, they are already
like older people even at their
young age. Poverty is still
rampant, people are yet to af-
ford very minimum basics.
What we need to make our de-
velopment partners understand
is that we need more assistance
for our poverty eradication, for
ensuring basic amenities and
for overall .economic develop-
ment. If we can do this, we
would be able to do something
meaningful for all groups of our
older population.

Likewise, it is not the time
only to look back. We equally
need to reflect on the present
and to the future. We should not
make ourselves isolated from
the ongoing efforts of the inter-
national community for the
older people. We n to associ-
ate ourselves with the UN and
other Organisations' ro-
grammes designed for the older
people. In keeping with the in-
ternational programmes for
older persons, Dhaka city au-
thority may also consider cele-
brating the Global Embrace in
co-operation with the Dhaka

UNDP and WHO Offices in a be-
fitting manner. Ministries of
Health and Family Welfare and
Social Affairs can also be in-

_volved in sLﬁ':cessftﬂI}F organis-

ir;ﬁ this event. As we know, lo-
cal commuilities are an impor-
tant factor to promote any so-
cial event. This walk even is no
exception to promoting health

ageing. It can provide a usefu

occasion for health care work-
ers, concerned activists and
Fnlic}' makers to initiate dia-
ogue with the general popula-
tion on healthy ageing.

The writer is Counsellor in
the Bangladesh Permanent
Mission, Geneva. Views ex-
pressed in this article are
writer's own.

Privatisation: A One-point Action
Plan for the Sugar Industry

by Willium Morrison

_ The evidence from around the world is that the sugar industry flourishes in countries where it has been trans-
Jerred to private ownership such as Malaysia, South Africa, Brazl. It is those countries where the state stI_H holds
a commanding position, such as India, Cuba, and Bangladesh, that the industry is in Iﬂng—tem:: decline.

has shown that state at-

tempts to restructure state-
owned industries before pri-
vatisation rarely solve old
problems and usually create
new problems. The private sec-
tor, driven by the need to in-
crease productivity and make
profits, is the best judge of how
industries should be restruc-
tured. Not so says the inter-par-
liamentary Task Force on the
future of Bangladesh's sugar in-
dustry submitting a 70-point
action plan to resuscitate the
sector under government
control,

INTERNATI'DNAL' experience

The Task Force has been
charged with putting together
an action plan for turning
around the state-owned sugar
ingustry. The facts are sober-
ing.

The Bangladesh Sugar and
Food Industries Corporation
(BSFIC), the umbrella under
which the state-owned sugar
mills sit, has suffered an aggre-
gate net loss of Taka 140 crore
over the three-year period be-
tween fiscal 1996-97 and fiscal
1998-99. This loss is a sharp in-
crease on the losses from the
previous three-year period
Wwhich stood at Taka 55 crore.

As losses have mounted the
roduction of the sugar mills
as fallen by nearly 50 per cent

since the early 1990s,

The drop in production is
due in part to a rapid rise in im-
ports of sugar (above board and
smuggled). The rise in imports
is the result of two factors. The
first is that Bangladesh's sugar
mills now cannot produce
enough sugar to meet domestic
demand — the annual deficit
stands at 150 thousand tonnes.
The second factor is that
Bangladesh's sugar industry is
deeply uncompetitive: it is
cheaper to buy foreign sugar in
the international market than
it is to buy domestically pro-
duced sugar.

Finally, despite a theoretical
liberalisation of the sector un-
der the government's Industrial
Policy, there have been no ma-
jor private sector investments
in the sector. Hidden and open
subsidies to state mills, price
controls and a tangled web of
regulations make the sector
deeply unattractive to the pri-
vate sector. So the current
deficit is made up by purchasing
sugar from foreign companies.

Can the government buck
this downward trend?

- manning

The solutions tabled by the
Task Force include a 40 per cent
reduction in manpower, tighter
control of corruption and pil-
ferage, stopping illegal payment
of overtime allowances, reduc-
ing Inefficiency and curbing
trade union activism.

But the problems for which
these solutions are proposed are
not specific to the sugar indus-
try. Mismanagement, corrup-
tion, low productivity and over-
are symptoms of state
ownership all over the world. If
a doctor wants to cure an illness
he must look nd the symp-
{oms and treat the root cause.

The Government must con-
sider whether the state, with its
long record of mismanagement,
is qualified to undertake the
task of implementing a 70-
point restructuring plan. There
is a real alternative, a one-
point action plan: to transfer
the responsibility for restruc-
turing — through the process of
privatisation — to the private
sector. Privatise first and let
restructuring follow.

This is best practise. The ev-
idence from around the world is
that the sugar industry flour-
ishes in countries where it has

been transferred to private

ownership such as Malaysia,
South Africa, Brazil. It is those
countries where the state still
holds a commanding position,
such as India, Cuba, and

‘Bangladesh, that the industry is

in long-term decline.

© Aclear s from the gov-
ernment that it intended to pri-
vatise the mills and planta-
tions would kick start private
sector investment in the sector
as investors saw an end to spe-
cial treatment for state Is
and the begnln of real com-
petition in the industry.

Following privatisation, the

‘private investor will have a real

incentive to tackle misman-
agement, corruption, low pro-
ductivity and the other symp-
toms of state ownership. Only
then will the decline in produc-
tion and turnover be halted.

The bottom line is that the
state has had its chance to cre-
ate a successful sugar industry
and failed. It is time to hand
over to the private sector,

The writer is Policy Advisor
(Economic), Adam Smith Insti-
tute, London and Consultant,
Privatisation Board,
Bangladesh.
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Liberation and Beyond uunon
(The Daily Star is serialising extracts from the book through exclusive
contract with University Press Limited (UPL), publisher of its

Bangladesh edition).

War and the Birth of
Bangladesh

Commission in London to convey to Mujibur Rahman that

India would like to lay on a special Air India or Air Force
flight to bring Mujibur Rahman from London to Delhi and then
to take him on the Dhaka. Significantly, Mujibur Rahman
refused this offer. He said he would fly back on a special "British
Overseas Airways" aircraft. The signal was obvious and logical
from his point of view. He did not wish to return to Dhaka in an
Indian aircraft which would symbolise his dependence on India
and would be interpreted that he was under Indian influence. He
chose to travel by a British aircraft to assert his capacity for
independent decision-making: and also to indicate his
inclination to establish independent links with other countries
beginning with the UK whose colonial influence still affects the
sub-conscious of sub-continental political classes, Mrs. Gandhi
and the Indian leadership were a little put off by this rejection of
the facilities which m:%m:j offered.. .

Mujibur Rahman’ Tasm

port early in the morning at 7:30 am on January 9 and was re-.
ceived by Mrs. Indira Gandhi and the entire Indian Cabinet.
From Palam he moved to the Army Parade Ground in the Delhi
Cantonment, nearly a hundred thousand people thronged the
ground. Mujibur Rahman and Mrs. Gandhi addressed this public
gathering. Mrs.Gandhi was moderate, thoughtful and analytical
in her speech. She expressed her happiness and satisfaction at
Bangladesh's liberation and especially at Mujibur Rahman's re-
lease. Mujibur Rahman was deeply emotional in his speech of
thanks, a major portion of which was drafted by Farooq Ahmed
Chowdhury who was wearing several hats in the emerging forei
office. He was Director General in charge of South Asia_ and he
was the chief of protocol. He was also functioning as Special As-
sistant to the Foreign Minister. [ still recall the very pertinent
inclusion of an ancient Hindu scriptural chant in Farooq Ahmed
Chowdhury’s draft speech. He made Mujibur Rahman "in-tone"
the prayer "let Bangladesh travel from untruth to truth, from
darkness to light, from death to immortality." It was a sponta-
neous flight of literary and spiritual feeling 'in which Faroeq in-

[ :INDER instructions from Mrs, Gandhi, we asked our

 January
‘diplomatic relations between India and Bangladesh and also to

“within days of the creation of a new coun

d at the technical area at Palam Qlir--

Y BT e Vi

.1 ' "There were
¢  and Ms. Ghosh coped with the situation with equanimity and

. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman stopped over in Delhi for about

three hours and then flew to Dhaka accompanied by his Fnre:ign
Minister, Abdus Samad Azad, and a number of Bangladeshi offi-
cials and politicians who had flown in to Delhi to receive him.
Mujibur Rahman arrived at Tejgaon airport in Dhaka around
2:30 pm and was received by acting President Nazrul Islam,
Prime Minister Tajuddin Ahmed and the Indian representative,
AK Ray. He was taken in a procession through the city. Nearly two
million delirious people welcomed his return home. He assumed
office as President the same afternoon as he had remained the
designated President of Bangladesh since the first day of the es-
tablisiiment of the Mujibnagar Government. In his public state-
ments he affirmed that Bangladesh would make a new g
as a member of the international community and would have no
rancour or prejudice. He declared that he wished to have good re-
lations with all countries of the world and he hoped that the in-
ternational community would be sympathetic towards the needs,
concerns and aspirations of the new state of Bangladesh.

s,

- pendent State an

—

| Foreign Minister Abdus Samad Azad flew back to Delhi on
11 afternoon pri to discuss the establishment of

initiate negotiations on economic and technical assistance ur-

gently by his country. A

There was speculation as to who would be India’s first head of.
mission in the newly created Bangladesh. It was politically im-
portant and high profile. It was glamorous and fessionally
challenging. The assignment would begin at a historical time,

try. Politicians like
former Education Minister Triguna Sen and even Siddharatha
Shankar Ray, then Chief Minister of West Bengal, had rr:purtedlg
indicated an interest in this assignment. On the advice of P
Haksar, her Principal Secr . Mrs. Gandhi however decided
that the first Indian Ambassador/High Commissioner should be
somebody who would have no personal interest in the assign-
ment. He would be detached. and a senior person. He would have
high professional competence. It was therefore indicated to the
B adesh Forei inister that the appointment of the first
ambassador would be delayed by about two months but thal India
would send an head of mission and open an embassy by the
middle of January. Among the professional foreign service offi-
cers there were reports that AK Ray could be appointed as the am-
bassador. Other names which were the rounds were those
of RD Sathe, Joint Secretary in cha.rﬁc of the economic aspects of
the war, and SK Singh who looked after external publicity during
the war. Ultiinately DP Dhar, TN Kaul and PN Haksar took the
considered decision that the person to go as the first acting head
of mission should not be so senior as to feel bad about not being
confirmed in the post. He should also not be too junior because
they wished the person to continue as the deputy chief of mission
when a regular ambassador was posted, Haksar and Dhar's choice
fell on me. Dhar took me to Mrs. Gandhi for a very brief meeting
as far as I recall on January 12. I was hesitant about the -
ment because | had only thirteen and a half years of service and
had just been promoted as a counsellor. Despite the thrill I felt
there was trepidation. When Mrs. Gandhi asked me how I felt
about the appointment. I said | was deeply grateful and proud for
the trust being shown in me. Then [ said I was too junior in rank
.to go and function as the acting head of mission. DP Dhar turned
to me and asked what rank should I be holding. 1 said the mini-
mum rank should be that of a Minister. Mrs. Gandhi smiled at me
sardonically said: "Dixit, you are Minister from now onwards.' Go
to Dhaka as instructed.”

I was given the local rank of Minister and I had the appoint-
ment letter in my hand on the night of January 12. | was asked to
proceed to Dhaka on January 17, 1972. | was also asked to choose
a team of officers who would constitute the diplomatic and ad-
ministrative staff of the embassy. I requested for SK Lambah
(Now Ambassador to Russia). Ramesh Mulye (Later Ambassador
to Syria and the Philippines) and Ms. Arundhati Ghosh, Deputy
Secretary in the Calcutta Branch Secretariat, who went on to be-
come India's Ambassador to South Korea, Cairo and Geneva.
Most of my requests were accepted, but Foreign Secretary Kaul did
not approve of Mulye's going to Dhaka for whatever reasons. I al-
ways regretted his not being posted to Dhaka.

I arrived in Dhaka on the morning of January 17 accompanied
by Lambah and Ms. Ghosh. Since there were no b facilities
in the just liberated city we carried two sacks of Indian curren
to meet initial ses. The former residence of the Deputy Hi
Commissioner in Dhaka was in a shambles because of the war. |
was authorised to take up residence in the Inter-continental
hotel in Dhaka. my coll es stayed in the Circuit House. I went
to the office of the former uty High Commissioner which was
located in the slum area of " n Bagicha"” in Dhaka city by the

 Side of a mosquito ridden pond. The building was full of cobwebs

and dirt.
spiders and miosquitos making miserable. Lambah

t aplomb.

I presented my Letter of Commission as Minister in charge of
the Indian Diplomatic Mission on the afternoon of January 17 to
the Foreign ster of Bangladesh. I was given an appointment
to call on Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on the morning of January
18. I was received with great courtesy and warmth by these two
leaders despite my comparative youth and lack of political sta-

‘tus. The Indian diplomatic mission commenced functioning in
Dhaka from the forenoon of January 18. An amusing event re-
lated to the opening of the diplomatic mission was the publica-
‘tion of two photographs which appeared side by side, as far as |
can recall, in the newspaper, Bangladesh Observer. One photo-
%raph showed me presenting my Letter of Commission to the

angladesh For Minister, and the other was about a senior
UNHCR official looking into a ravine where the bones and skulls
of a large number of people killed just before the war ended, lay
scattered. The caption under my photograph said: "Ul official
viewing skulls and bones of victims of the Liberation War," while
the caption for the other photograph read; "Foreign Minister of
Bangladesh receives head of the Indian Diplomatic Mission JN
Dixit."

Mujibur Rahman assumed active charge of the Presidential
office on January 9 itself. He retained the entire Mujibnagar Cab-
inet and announced that the Bangladeshi legislators elected dur-
ing the 1971 elections would constitute the first Parliament of the
new country. Bangladesh was formally established as an inde-

became a member of the international com-
munity. | commenced one of my most interesting and function-
ally challenging diplomatic assignments.

(Continued)

UK). without the authority of
the US Congress and the UNSC,
has also started the disembow-
elin
banded in distress as the Euro-
pean Union); paving the way for
the US corporations and the in-

]

HE bleeding of Kosaovo, led
and 'Natoized' by the sole

Might is Right?

by A Husnain -

- global conflicts are deep and
'wide, with no theoretical solu-

super-power (and stooge

of a weak Europe; (now

What is wrong with Iraq for the sustained
punishment by the West? The moral danger is
of staggering proportion, where no arbitrators
would be tolerated. Might has become
right; take it or leave it, Conscience has

.- tions or options in sight. Look-
ing at the picture nearer home,
it appears that the same power-
ful coterie is obsessed with a

uick solution of the Kashmir
ispute, to provide a seamless
regional trade border for the
multinationals, to control the

dustry to commence the big
business of reconstruction: but
not the rehablilitation of the
ethnic refugees (the human
losses cannot be quantified).
The noted Orientalist, Ed-
ward Said, analysed brilliantly
the implications in his com-

menta (DS, June 23). He
should be knowing what he is
saying — he commands that

much respect for his studies on
Orientalism. -

Two notorious objectives
have been achieved, using the
terrorism of remote-controlled
violence through stratospheric
bombing: the ensuing business
contracts for the physical re-
construction of the shattered
infrastructure in Yugoslavia
(plus a Yankee foothold in Eu-
rope), which will last for at

| least a decade; and the chu

up of the human factors relat

{4 to the millions of refugees af-

been desensitized.

fecting the borders in the area
(the problems will increase, not
decrease).

The Balkans has once again
been turned into an unstable
condition (both the Great Wars
had had its innocuous begin-
nings here). The human dust
will never settle — it is a great
diversionary occupation for the
European administrations
(except for what is separated by
the English Channel).

Edward Said has rightly ac-
cused the US of sophisticated
terrorism of the worst magni-
tude, and demanded the trial of
President Clinton as a war
criminal.
Kosovo now is irreversible: the
consequences, good or bad, will
follow in the deplorable se-
quences. A great crime has been
comimitted against humanity,

The situation in .

' starting with the war of gél_m-

cide in Bosnia. The White civi-
lization is fighting for its very
existence (some talk about the
virtues of secularism, which
glitters only in black and
white).

Some basic issues have
cropped up: the very definition
of war has been torn asunder;
and, secondly, no country any-
where is safe from the arbitrary
judgement of the lone super
power, misusing power in large
or small doses. What is wrong
with Iraq for the sustained pun-
ishment by the West? The
moral danger is of staggering
proportion, where no arbitra-
tors would be tolerated. Might
has become right; take it or
leave it. Conscience has been
desensitized.

At the

millennium, the

market of one billion con-
sumers during the 21st century.

The dispute has lasted half a
century, and cannot be 'allowed’
to continue indefinitely [the
interested quarters are saying
indirectly). It should surprise
none if conditions are created
stealthily for enforcing the old
UN Resolution. It might mean
one day of employment of UN

eacekeeping force in the af-
ected area, to bring about a
‘peaceful’ solution. The situa-
tion is such that no option can
be ruled out. Once the super-
power is intested or obsessed
with something, the situation
goes out of local control. -

Another potential hot spot is
closed Myanmar, where the ea-
gle is circling., Further devel-
opments will not take long to
emerge. Till then, the fingers
can be kept crossed.
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. WHICH SIDE ARE

| MAY BE
QUT OF MY

MIND. JAMES,
BUT IF IT COME
TO A CHDIEE

DIS1.8Y ABIA FEATURES




