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PM leaves for
London

Prime Minister- Sheikh
Hasina left Dhaka last night for
London on a four-day official
visit to the United Kingdom at
the invitation of British Pre-
mier Tony Blair, reports BSS.

After conclusion of her offi-
cial visit, the Prime Minister
will stay back till July 14 to at-
tend several functions to be or-
ganised by Bangladesh expatri-
ates living there.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad, LGRD and Coop-
eratives Minister Zillur Rah-
man, Finance Minister Shah A
M S Kibria, Education Minister
A S H K Sadique, Civil Aviation
and Public Works Minister
Mosharraf Hossain, Mayor of
Dhaka Mohammad anif,
State Minister for Shipping
Mofazzel Hussain Chowdhury
Maya were, among others, at
the airport to see her off. :

The Prime Minister is ex-
pected to return home on July

15.

Festival in UK:
Bangladeshis

express concern,
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladeshi community in
Britain has expressed concern-
over the inclusion of 'a
Bangladeshi firm as a major
patron ol Bangladesh Festival
beginning in London by keeping
it at bay, BBC Radio said last
night. '

The festival is organised by
Arts World Wide to promote
Bangladeshi culture abroad.

Organisers said total budget
for the festival was four lakh

ound sterling, of which one
akh pound has been raised
through sponsorship deal. A
Bangladeshi business concern,
Beximco. will alone pay 40,000
ounds while Cairn Energy and
Shell will pay 12,500 pounds
~each. Bangladesh Biman will
provide tickets to the tune of
about 35,000 pounds to fly in
some guests from Bangladesh.
Besides; some local organisa-
tions have contributed to the
festival coffers. BBC Radio in
its Bengali Service said.

Quoti British media re-
ports, it also said concern was

See Page 12 Col 2
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India to continue fighting: Militants reject Sharif-Clinton accord

ISLAMABAD, July 5: Mili-
tants fighting. Indian rule in
Kashmir and Pakistan's main
Islamic opposition group today
rejected Islamabad's agreement
to restore peace on the Kashmir
Line of Control as a betrayal,
report agencies,

The Pakistan People's Party
(PPP), led by former prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto, and an-
other opposition group called
for a parliamentary debate on
the agreement Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif made with US
President Bill Clinton in talks
on Sunday in Washington.

"Nawaz Sharif has let down

the army, the mujahideen and
has dashed the hopes of 140
million people of Pakistan. He
will not escape from this,” said
Munawwar Hassan, acting head
of the Jamaat-e-Islami party.

"This is total surrender” he
said, "Starting from today, we
are launchiné a campaign
against Nawaz Sharif's betrayal
and tomorrow we will observe a
nation-wide black day or
protest day”,

He called on Pakistanis to
observe a complete strike
throughout the country and to
Jjoin allies and public meetings
which he said would continue

until Sharif was removed from
power.

"We are also making ar-
rangements for a suitable recep-
tion of the prime minister
whenever and wherever he re-
turns”.

Hassan spoke hours after
Sharif met Clinton and an-
nounced that the forces that
had crossed the Line of Control
would pull out of the strategic
heights they occupied in north-
ern Kashmir,

After meeting for nearly
three hours, Clinton and Sharif
issued a joint statement in
which they said they had

‘agreed | .. that concrete steps
will be taken" to restore the
Line of Control between Indian
— and Pakistani — held Kash-
Tiir.

Clinton and Sharif "share
the view that the current fight-
ing in the Kargil region of
Kashmir is dangerous and con-
tains the seeds of a wider con-
flict,” the staternent said,

"They also agreed that it was
vilal for the peace of South Asia
that the Line of Control in
Kashmir be respected by both
parties, in accordance with the
1972 Simla Accord.” which
ended India and Pakistan's last
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BNP Chairperson Begum Khaleﬂﬂ Zia addressing a public meeting at Paltan Maidan in the city's yesterday.
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Bills passed amid opposition walkout

£

Time for city corpn, upazila
elections extended again

Jatiya Sangsad passed five
bills yesterday extending once
again the deadlines for holding
City Corporation and Upazila
Parishad elections, amid a
couple of opposition walkouts.

The first walk-out was
sta[ged in protest of the Chair's
refusal to an opposition de-
mand for a division vote' in the
House, while they staged the
second walkout protesting the
Chair’s refusal to allow the op-
position members to speak on
their proposed amendments on
amendment bills.

Earlier, the opposition
members demanded that the
elections to the city corpora-
tions and the upazila parishads
be held simultaneously with the
parliamentary polls under a
non-party caretaker govern-

ment.
Deputy Speaker Abdul

— Study Iin the —

USA

BRING DOCUMENTS AND MEET WITH ADMISSIONS
OFFICERS FROM ACCREDITED UNIVERSITIES.

IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE IF QUALIFIED

Universities Located in Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, lliinois,
Indiana, lowa Kansas, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi.
Missouri, Montana, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon,

Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Texas and Virginia.

FREE SEMINAR-EXHIBITION

* How to choose the right university.

* How to make application for admission.
How to get maximum transfer credits.
How to get a student visa.

* How to get financial aid/ employment.

Accounting, Advertising, Architecture, Art, Biology, Business, Chemistry,
Communications, Computer Science, Education, Engineering, Environment,
Fashion,. Finance, Health, Intemational Studies, Graphic & Design, Hotel
Management, MIS Marketing, Music, Pharmacy, Photography, Poittical Science,

Psychology, Sociology, Theater; Travel...
Study Including MBA, other graduate programs and WOMEN'S COLLEGE.

... And MANY, MANY MORE Fields of

4 PM THURSDAY 8 JULY 1999
WINTER GARDEN, DHAKA SHERATOix HOTEL.

If there’s any inconvenience on that day then the
seminar will take place at 7:00 pm instead of 4:00 pm.

By Staff Correspondent

Hamid chaired the sitting of the
House thal witnessed passages
ol five bills in less than two
hours.

However, the original dead- -

line for holding elections to the
country's four city corporations
was April 4 this year. The gov-
ernment got-the laws concerned
amended to extend the deadline
in March 15 last. According to
those amendments, election to
the Dhaka City Corporation
was due by October 29, Chit-
tagnng City Corporation by Oc-
tober 6, Rajshahi by October 1
and Khulna by September 29.

The fresh extension of the
deadlines yesterdaﬁ rovided
another 90 day for holding the
mayoral polls. As a result, the
cily corporation polls will now
be held Iia-:atw.na.:n December and
January next.

The Upazila polls were due
by July 30, The amendments of
the law yesterday extended the
deadline by another 150 day.

Argum% for extending the
deadline lor city corporation
elections, Local Government
and Rural Development Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman said fresh
demarcation of the wards of the
corporation was necessary to
implement the new provision

" for direct election of the female

commissioners in the reserved
seats. "Besides, the voters’ lists
have to be updated.”

For the Upazila polls, the
minister argued that July is not
a suitable time lor holding polls
as lar as climatic condilions
are concerned, "If the deadline
is extended for another 150
days. il would be easier to hold
the elections in the dry season.”

Forty-one opposition mem-
bers belonging te BNP and
Jitiya Party moved separate
mtions to elicit public opinion
or. the bills before their pas-
sade.

Two ruling party MPs - Ab-
dul Latif Mirza from a Sirajganj
ccnstituency ‘and Shajahan
Kivan from a Madaripur
co stituency - also joined the
D]:Jpasitinn in the demand for
eliciting public opinion. Of
them, Latif Mirza took floor to
‘withdraw® his motion. while
Shahjahan Khan left the House
at the direction of his party
whips.

While arguing for sending
the bills for eliciting public
opinion, the opposition MPs
said it was essential specially
when a couple of Treasury

See page 11 Col 7
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- Truck owners in

Chittagong call
48-hr strike
from July 13

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 5: All
Kinds of vehicles except rick-
shaws and private cars were off
the roads and highways here
due to a 24-hour strike enforced
by the truck owners from 6 am
today.

Road communication in
greater Chittagong remained
snapped and transportation of
goods was hampered due to the
strike.

Truck owners of  greater
Chittagong called the strike
demanding withdrawal of en-
hanced income tax, 25 per cent
additional tax on vehicles and
VAT imposed on spare parts.

Port sources said delivery of
goods to and from Chittagong
port was suspended today due to
truck strike.

Consequently, huge cargo
waiting  for delivery from the
port sheds remained stockpiled
causing space congestion, the
sources added.

UNB adds: Leaders of the
Truck Owners' Association at a
press conlerence at the local
press club in the evening called
lor another 48-hour strike from
July 13. :

They also threatened an in-
definite strike from July 15 of
their demands were not met
within the period.

war,
Senior US officials; who
spoke on condition of

annn}rmit!\_rl. stuﬂped short of
saying Sharif had acknowl-
edged his government was be-
hind what it has called an infil-
tration of Muslim militants
across the Line of Control into
Indian territory. )
But US officials have made
plain that they regard Pakistan
as having instigated this latest
round of fighting over Kashmir,
and they indicated after the
talks Sunday that Washington

now expects to see a Pakistani
withdrawal.

"Our position has been that
the forces that are across the
Line of Control need to be re-
turned to the Pakistani side "
said one senior official. "Our
understanding is that there will
be a withdrawal of forces . . . we
wart to see ]:lmsltivf: steps taken
at a very early time."

At one point durin
mrﬂ:tjnﬁ Sunday at Blair House,
and official guest residence
across the street from the White
House, Clinton spoke also for
L0 minutes by phone with In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Be-

hari Vaipavyee,
jgcgrpage 11 Col 6
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Purchase of *Indian Migs, lorries’

Plot to destroy Armed
- Forces, says Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has said there is an
apprehension of Indian attack
on Bangladesh due to its geo-
graphical location.

"We want friendship with
all. but we will not tolerate if
any one attempts to interfere in
our internal affairs. The patri-
otic people of Bangladesh will
protect every inch of this land
even at the cost of their last
drop of blood if anybody attacks
us,’ said the Leader of the
Opposition in Jatiya Sangsad,

Addressing a mammoth pub-
lic meeting at Paltan Maidan in
the city yesterday, she said the
present Awami League govern-
ment has taken all prepara-
tions to make Bangladesh's
Armed Forces chained by India
through the purchase of MIG-29
fighters from Russia and Ashok
Leyland lorries from India.

Blasting the government for
its defence purchase policy, Be-
gum- Zia said it has hatched a
deep rooted conspiracy to de-
stroy the Armed Forces and
purchase of those military
equipment is part of that con-

—a

spiracy. "The policy of the
Awami League government is to
strengthen our defence by mak-
ing friendship with India," she
added.

The BNP chief announced a
three-day Dhaka-Mymensingh
Road March beginning on July
29 to drum up support for the
current anti-government agita-
tion.

She also announced a coun-
trywide demonstration pro-
gramme on July 16 to protest
dishonouring’ of Prophet
Hazrat Mohammad (SM) by the
Prime Minister and a ‘plot to
stop madrassah education' in
the country.

Criticising the government
for purchasing MIG-29 fighters
from Russia, Ashok Leyland
lorries from India and navy
frigate from South Korea at
‘higher prices', she said the air-
craft (MIG-29s) are now jointly
manufactured by India and
Russia.

On the purchase of lorries
for the Army, she said even the
Indian army does not use those

See Page 12 Col 7

h Bangladesh energy sector

Institutional malaise
main problem: WB

World Bank Vice President
for South Asia, Mieko Nishi-
mizu, said that institutional
and governance problems are at
the core of the chronic deficie-
ncies in Bangladesh's enerpy
sector, said a World Bank press
release yesterday.

Nishimizu discussed the en-
ergy sector with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, State Minister
for Energy Rafiqul lslam;
Leader of the Opposition Begum
Khaleda® Zia, senior govern-
ment officials and trade union
leaders during her recent visit
to Bangladesh. She was accom-
panied by Fred Temple, World
Bank Country Director for
Bangladesh, and Alastair McK-
echnie, the World Bank's en-
ergy sector director for South
Asia during her meetings.

The World Bank expressed
concern about the implications
of the weak financial perfor-
mance of BPDB and DESA,
which could double these organ-
isations’ drain on the govern-
ment budget. While only 15 per
cent o households in
Bangladesh have public elec-
tricity supply. the government
currently spends as much keep-
ing the power sector afloat as it
spends on health and family
planning. Financial’ losses are
in large part due to theft and
non-payment of electricity

Free flow of informati
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Barrister Amir-ul Islam, Vice-chairman, Bangladesh Bar Council, speaking at a South Asia

workshop on 'Right to Information' at a local hotel yesterday. Maju Daruwalla, director of
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI), Justice Habibur Rahman Khan,
Chairman Press Council, and Dr Kamal Hossain, an eminent lawyer, are also seen in the

picture,
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a must

Workshop in
city told

By Special Correspondent

Right to information is an
integral part of life. Govern-
ments should lift all restric-
tions on flow of information to
ensure and promote partic-
ipatory democracy, maintain
transparency and accountabil-
iy.

FThis was stated by partici-
pants at an international
workshop on 'Right to Infor-
mation'. The three-day work-
shop. organised by the Delhi-
based Commonwealth Human
Rights Initiative (CHRI), began
at a city hotel yesterday.

Human rights activists and
groups, lawyers, media persons
and NGO representatives from
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan ,
Sri-Lanka and India are partic-
ipating in the workshop.

Among others, Dr Kamal
Hossain, a noted lawyer and
Chairman of Legal Aid and Ser-
vices Trust, Barrister Amir-ul
Islam, Vice-chairman,
Bangladesh Bar Council, Justice
Habibur Rahman Khan,

See Page 12 Col 4
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bills. Only about 85 per cent of
the public sector's generation

capacity is in service, and only

60 per cent of the electricity
generated is actually paid for,
the press release pointed out.

In the World Bank's view, an
mstitutional malaise underlies
the chronic problems in supply-
ing electricity and recovering
costs in Bangladesh. There are
fundamental issues related to
the role of government in the
sector and the incentives for fi-
nancial discipline and effi-
ciency. The World Bank offi-
cials pointed out that key ele-
ments of successful reform pro-

See page 11 Col 8
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Dhaka's call
Stop fighting,
resolve Kashmir
1ssue through
dialogue

Bangladesh yesterday once
again asserted that India and
Pakistan stop fighting each
other and sit together to settle
the problem centring Kashmir,
reports BSS.

"We have told them earlier.
and telling it again that prob-
lem could be resolved only
thmu%h negotiations and not
by fighting,” Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad told news-
men at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

He said "we are against this
type of fighting that is being
waged by the two neighbours.”
‘Let the two countries be per-
suaded by any means to sit and

" solve the problem,” he observed.

The Foreign Minister was
talking with journalists after
he inaugurated the Internet Web
"Site at his office.

Azad said it is not
Bangladesh alone, but also the

See Page 12 Col 1

Jesmin buried

Man who performed
last rites fears

people's wrath

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 5:
Jesmin was buried as an
‘unidentified person™ at the
Masdair graveyard in the town
at around 8 this morning.

Only five or six people who
worked at the graveyard per-
formed the last rites before the
burial of the 22-year old girl.
Non-governmental organisa-
tion Tanzim Association ar-
ranged the burial after receiy-
g request from police and the
hospital authorities. sources
said.

Unidentified assailants
killed Jesmin who was a sex
worker in the early hours of

- -5ee Page 12 Col 3

Bullet-hit Feni
JCD activist
succumbs

From Our Correspondent

FENL July 5: AJCD activist,
who was shot by opponents in
Daganbuiyan thana on Sunday,
died at Noakhali Sadar Hospi-
tal today.

The victim was identified as
Sheikh Ahmed, 18, son of Ab-
dul Haq of village Sekanderpur
under Daganbuiyan thana.

Police and witnesses said, a

ang of armed youths attacked

heikh Ahmed at a tea stall at
Tulatoli Bazar Sunday after-
noon.

He was rushed to Noakhali
General Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to bullet injuries at
around 4 am today.

However, UNB quoting local
sources said Sheikh Ahmed was
shot -‘when he went to the bazar
to attend a meeting convened
by the local elite to form a ter-
rorisim’ resistance comimittee in
the wake of terrorist activities
of two local factions of Chhatra
League.

District unit of JCD blamed
ruling party backed Chhatra

League for the killing.
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