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CPD dialogue in city told

Population issue should be a

Population issue should not
be viewed merely as a matter of
fertility reduction, but should
be placed on a broader socio-
economic perspective to under-
stand its impact on society,
speakers al a dialogue on popu-
lation said yesterdm}

“"Population policy should be
studied holistically as part of
the broad development agenda,”
said Prof Rehman Sobhan at a
dialogue: Population, develop-
ment and urbanisation: the
emerging issues — organised by
the Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD) in the city, yesterday.

He said population is not an
issue of fertility reduction. but
it has a profound impact on the
labour market, as well.

Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya,
executive director of CPD, while
inaugurating the dialogue said
the dimension of population
studies like the structure of de-
mographic changes and its im-
plications for economic re-
structuring need to be brought
in the public domain.

These issues will set the
agenda for a UNFPA study
- launched by the CPD.

Prof Mustafizur Rahman,
Research Director of CPD, said
the current population policies

-national and local level

By Staff Correspondent

are narrowly focused and these
need to be broadened since pop-
ulation and development pro-
cess are interrelated. He said
pula-
tion issues have to be taken up
for study for an understanding
of the implications.

Prof M Ataharul Islam of
Statistics department of Dhaka
University, presenting the
keynote paper on population,
development and urbanisation
said the relationship between
population increase and eco-
nomic growth can be explained
to a great extent by the human
capital accumulation factors
like education, health and nu-
trition.

He said in view of the limited
agricultural land, the only op-
tion left for the country is to
improve agricultural produc-
tion through massive techno-
logical transformation.

The improvement in human
capital accumulation factors
can reduce the rate of popula-
tion growth and can provide
necessary impetus to improve
economic growth.

Prof Nazrul Islam of the De-
partment of %engraph}r and en-
vironment ol the Dhaka Uni-
versity, presenting a second
keynote paper on migration,

part of broad dev agenda

urbanisation and development
in Bangladesh said the main
cause of urban migration is ru-
ral push, which are mostly eco-
nomic in nature, :
He pointed out that while

-migration benefits migrants

and their families, not all mi-

grants necessarily experience
upward economic mobility,

Prof Islam also said adop-
tion and implementation of a
comprehensive urbanisation

licy and improvements of ur-

an management within a local
government system are essern-
tial for the country's sustain-
able future.

He said urbanisation process
must be decentralised so that a
few cities like Dhaka or Chit-
tagong do not have to take the
pressure of the migrant popula-
tion,

Later. in the open discussion
speakers said better linkage be-
tween major cities and rural ar-
eas can reduce the pressure of
migration as people will then
travel from rural to urban cen-
tres and go back home.

They also said proper health
care and education must be pro-
vided to migrant people so that
they can be functionally more
efficient.

10 injured as
BCL factions
clash in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 4: At
least 10 persons were injured in
a gunfight between two rival
factions of Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) on Agrabad com-
merce college premises this
morning, police and witnesses
said,

The injured were rushed to
Chittagong Medical College
Hospital and private clinics.

Police said the gunfight be-
tween the rival factions erupted
at around 7 am over control of

the college cargt\s and its sur
: rﬁymﬂiﬁgtﬁk;‘i" bl s

The gunfight continued fo
an hour and rocked the entire
Agrabad commercial area. Both
the groups used sophisticated
arms and blasted cocktails, po-
lice added.

The clashing groups fled the
scene sensing police presence
on the spot.

Power generation
in 2 Raozan
units suspended

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 4: Power
generation in the two units of
Raozan power plant remained

suspended following tripping of |

the National Grid line at Feni at
about 10 last night, PDB sources
said.

Consequently, Chittagong
came under the grip of 100 MW
loadshedding today, they said.

Chittagong received around
220 MW against its requirement '
of 320 MW,

The requirement was met
from plants at Kaptai and
Shikalbaha.

Resumption of power genera-
tion at the two Raozan units
will take time, they said.

Dhanmondi Lake
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year to March next year. As per
the originally plan, the project
was supposed to be completed in
June this year. DCC is now
awaiting opinion from Vitti
Sthapati Brindo Ltd, the con-
sultant of the project, for ex-
tension of time. Sources said, it
has been verbally agreed be-
tween the DCC and the contrac-
tor that the project time would
be extended till December next
year.

Several vital components of
the project can not be imple-
mented due to encroachment on
about 4.5 bighas of lakeside
land by 29 encroachers. The

work is particularly being
hampered due to encroachment
by 16 of these "offenders’ who
Ar= now lobbying with the min-
l£" " concerned to buy the en-
croached areas, the sources
said.

The Chief Engineer of DCC
had fixed "time and date" on
numerous occasions to evict the
encroachers but nothing has
been done. In the latest devel-
opment, the Executive Engineer
of DCC wrote to the Public
Works Department’ Executive
Engineer Circle-2 on June 28 to
take immediate action to evict
the encroachers and ensure
implementation of the project.

“The DCC has the mandate
to do thfafb but they do not
want to take the responsibility
because the offenders are very
influential persons,” said a

System loss costs
BGSL Tk 23 cr

CHITTAGONG, July 4: Bakh-
rabad Gas Systems Limited
(BGSL) has incurred a loss of Tk
23.07 crore (2,30 million) as a
section | of corrupt 'officials
showed inflated system loss,
reports UNB,

The money was misappro-
priated showing a system loss
of about eight crore cubic feet
natural gas from fiscal 1993-94
to 1997-98, it was revealed in an
audit report.

After the audit report, BGSL,
one of the country's biggest gas

2%
investigation to track down the.
officials involved in the
forgery.

"But the process of investi-
gation was stopped within one
week due to pressure from an
influential quarter,” said an of-
ficial wishing anonymity.
BGSL authorities, however, de-
nied the allegation.

The forgery was revealed
from documents, including pur-
chase and sales registers, meter
reading register, bill and cus-
tomer lasers of Chittagong,
Chandpur and Comilla regions
of BGSL. |

The report said that 79.58
million cft gas was wasted as
system loss due to mismanage-
ment, administrative ineffi-
ciency and negligence of duty.

It also expressed dissatisfac-
tion for not taking punitive
measures against the frauds
during the last five years.

Sources said gas is supplied
to consumers through 7 TTS in
Comilla Zone, and through 10
high pressure, 20 intermediate

pressure and live medium pres-
sure pipelines in Chittagong
Zone.

In Comilla and Chandpur
zones, BGSL incurred a loss of
Tk 63.19 million due to excess
system loss of 21.79 million cft
gas at the rate of Tk 2.90 per cft.
The normal and admissible
system loss in the process of
distribution is 2 per cent.

In Chittagong Zone, BGSL
incurred a loss of Tk 154.75
million for excess system loss
of 53.37 million cft gas. This

maount was estimated without
ng into account of gas sup-
plied to major subscribers, in-
cluding KAFCO, CUFL. KPM,
210-megawatt Raojan and 60-
megawalt Shikalbaha power
plants.

Besides, BGSL has sustained
a nel loss of Tk 12.83 millions
because of 4.42 million cft gas
which was not shown in sales’
register.

The audit report further said
that BGSL has incurred huge fi-
nancial loss as the total sale
was shown much lower than the
purchase by the subscribers.

Besides, the dishonest em-
ployees resorted in somes cases
to meter tampering.

The audit report said that
riser points of many industrial,
commercial and household
subscribers had not been closed
despite disconnection of lines
in Chittagong Zone.

The subscribers in collusion
with dishonest employees have
been using gas through setting
up bypass lines, resulting in
huge loss to BGSL.

DCC source.

2 snatchers held

from city bank
By Staff Correspondent

Two members of an organ-
ised gang were arrested while
trying to snatch Tk 3 lakh from
a client at a foreign bank
branch at a shopping centre in
the city's Shantinagar area
yesterday,

Police identified the arrested
as Abdul Huq, 40, son of Ja-
maluddin and Igbal, 25, son of
Abdul Akbar. Police also recov-
ered the snatched money.

According to police, one
Amanullah from Hasnabad un-
der Keraniganj thana came to
ANZ Grindlays Bank housed in
Karnaphuli Garden City in
Shantinagar area to deposit the
money at about 11:45 am.

A gang of three snatched the
money when Amanullah was
filling up some necessary pa-
pers at a corner.

When Amanullah cried for
help. a patrol of Ramna police
and a sergeant of Siddheswari
police box rushed to the spot
and arrested the two after a lon
chase while the other manag
1o escape.

Former N'ganj JCD

president expelled

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), student
wing of BNP, has expelled its
former president of Narayan-
anj district unit Abu Al Yusuf
an Tipu, reports UUNB,

JCD cancelled his prima
membership for his link wit
ruling party MP Shamim Os-
man and anti-organisation ac-
tivities, said JCD press release
last night, :
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Ghastly!

By Staff Correspondent

A woman day-labourer suc-
cumbed to burn injuries at
DMCH yesterday after a gang of
miscreants poured acid on her
female organ at her shanty in a
slum near Nawabganj Park in
the city in the early hours Sat-

urday.

Tﬁe victimm was identified as
Rashida, 30, wife of Shamsu
Mia, hospital sources said.

Lalbagh police said they
heard about the incident but
could not give any details.

The miscreants, numberin
four, entered her shanty an
tried to rape her. Failing, they
poured the acid, hospital
sources said. The acid was
poured allegedly by Khalek, one
of the four.

Rashida, mother of two, used
to lead her life by preparing
brick chips in Lalbagh area.
Rashida’s husband deserted her
a few years ago.

Rashida was admitted to
DMCH in a critical condition.

The body was sent to DMCH
morgue for autopsy. None was
arrested in this connection till
filing of this report last night.
No case has been lodged, Lal-
bagh police said.,

Jesmin
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ted that they know about
Jesmin's identity but certified
her body as "'unclaimed’ one.

Narayanganj thana OC said
they sent a wireless message to
Swarupkathi thana in Barisal
where Jesmin's relatives live.
The OC, however, said that they
were yet to get any reply from
there. : ‘

The OC said that Jesmin's
identity was known from her
affidavit when she took to the
profession a few years back.

A report was published in

The Daily Star on Sunday re-
Earding e problem of Jesmin's
urial as authorities of all the

Fravcyards in Narayanganj re-
used to bury her because of her

| background of a sex worker.

PM discusses

reform plans
with World
Bank VP

World Bank Vice President
Mieko Nishimizu called on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her Sangsad Bhaban office
yesterday, reports UNB.

They discussed various re-
form programmes undertaken
by the government for overall
improvement of the people as
weﬁ as the development pro-
grammes of the government.

Reforms in the banking and
power sectors, and steps for
consolidating democracy also
came up for discussion during
the meeting. ;

Hasina informed the World
Bank official that the govern-
ment gives utmost priority for
institutionalisation of democ-
racy, a prerequisite for devel-
opment.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned her government's reform
programmes for poverty alle-
viation and power generation
as well as in health, education
and other sectors.

Referring to some reforms in
the power sector, Hasina said
the past re%imf: could generate
only 1700-1800 megawatt
power every day. "But after we
took over the reins of adminis-
tration we permitted the private
sector for generation and dis-

- tribution of power and are get-

ting good results."”

e World Bank Vice Presi-
dent congratulated the Prime
Minister for successfully tack-
ling the massive floods in 1998.

orld Bank Resident Repre-
sentative Frederick T Temple
and the Bank's Energy Sector
Director, Alistair McKechnie,
were present at the meeting.

WB vice president
calls on Khaleda

Visiting World Bank Vice
President for Asia-Pacific Re-
gion Mieko Nishimizu called on
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday and discussed
prospects of gas export, reports
UNB.

Political and economic is-
sues also came up for discussion
at the meeting that lasted more
than one hour up at 29 Minto
Road.

BNP Chairperson told the
World Bank official that after
proper survey of proven gas re-
serves and evaluation of the
domestic requirement for the
next 30 years, the government
should consider its export.

Party spokesman briefing
the newsmen said Begum Zia
made clear BNP's stand or the
issue, :

Nishimizu who is in Dhaka
for a week is already aware of
the political situation and func-
tioning of Parliament as she
witnessed the proceedings of the
House,

The incident of stripping on
the street of a BNF woman
leader by police during hartal
on May 11 was also narrated to
the World Bank official.

BNP spokesman said
Nishimizu expressed concern
over the police atrocities which
she herself observed during her
stay in Bangladesh,

World Bank country director
Frederick P Temple, former Fi-
nance Minister Saifur Rahman,
BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan and M M
Rezaul Karim were present at
the meeting.

4 killed as buses
collide in
Bakerganj

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 4: Four peo-
ple were killed on the spot and
12 other injured in a collision
between two passenger buses on
Barisal-Patuakhali highway
near Bakerganj bus stand at
about 10-15 am this morning.

The dead were identified as
Abul Hossain, 45, Anil Sikder.,
;g Jabbar Mia, 38 and Shelim

Of the injured, seven were re-
leased after first aid while five
others — Zahid, 15, Abdul
Barek, 46, Prof. Mohasin Alj.
43, Haider Ali, 30, and Abdul
Haq, 30 — were admitted to
Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medical
College Hospital.

Bakerganj thana seized both
the buses, but the drivers man-
aged to flee,

Sharif
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the key to durable peace and se-
curity in South Asia.”

Another report from Delhi
says, Indian authorities have
seized a North Korean ship on
its way to Pakistan and recov-
ered tools used in making mis-
siles, reports said today.

The Hindustan Times said
the ship, the Ku Wol San owned
by Puhung Trading Crop. of
North Korea, docked in the
western Indian port of Kandla
on June 25 and unloaded sugar
loaded in Bangkok.

The captain had said the
ship was sailing to Malta with
177 tonnes of machinery parts.

Suspicious Indian officials
who boarded the ship, however,
found "precision machinery
tools used in missile produc-
tion" and machines "used for
production of missile nozzle
cones and body structures.”

Also seized were three so-
phisticated electronic weighing

| machines.

Jute, textile workers threaten

48-hour strike, barricade

Industrial workers of state-
owned jute, yarn, textile and
sugar mills yesterday threat-
ened a 48-hour country-wide
strike, barring Dhaka, coupled
with rail-road barricade on Au-
gust 2 and 3 to press their de-
mands. *

The strike will be enforced
from 6 am on August 2 while the
barricade will be enforced on
both the days from 6 am to 5

| 8§18

z The five-point demand of the
workers and employees include
cancellation of the privatisa-
tion process; an end to trans-
formation of the privatisation
board into a privatisation
commission but to abolish-the
privatisation board; cancella-
tion of privatisation of
Nabarun Jute Mills and other
state-owned jute, textile, yarn
and sugar mills: withdrawal of
the list prepared for privatisa-
tion of mills; restarting closed
mills; take-over of privatised
mills which private owners
failed to run; establishing new
sugar and textile mills; mod-
ernisation of mills; immediate
announcement and implemen-
tation of {ifth wage commission
award; payment of overtime,
dearness allowance, payment of
all relevant benefits of Taka
425 wage scale; house rent, free-
—

By Staff Correspondent

dom fighters increment, festi-
val bonus, permanent ap-
pointment of master role em-
ployees working against vacant
posts.

The programme and de-
mands were announced by Abul
Bashar, convenor of the jute-
yarn-textile and sugar mill
workers'-employees action
council at a press conference at
the Workers' Party office, ves-
terday.

The leaders said that poor
workers have been deprived of
their due minimum wage while
the government is allocating
thousands of millions of taka
for bureaucrats, ministers and

arliament members in the new
udget.

They categorically blamed
the government for its delay in
imp ementtn% the minimum
wage board for mill workers
and employees.

Leaders demanded immedi-
ate implementation of interim
wage for workers and employ-
ees of jute, yarn, textile and
sugar mills in accordance with
the agreement signed between
the government and the action
council in 1997.

They also criticised the pri-
vatisation process of the gov-
ernment prescribed by the
donors including the World

Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

Leaders termed the privati-
salion process as a means to
cripple the country's industrial
sector and to make it a happy
hunting ground for fake en-*
(repreneurs.

The press conference was
addressed among others hy
council leader Shahidullah
Chowdhury, Lutfor Rahman,
Hafizur Rahman Bhuiyan,
Igbal Majumdar, Z M Kamrul
Anam, Shah Alam and Abdul
Malek.

Earlier, the council had ob-
served a 48-hour token strike in
the four sectors on June 29 and
30 to press home their demand
for implementation of the
agreement signed with the gov-
ernment,

The leaders threatened the
%ﬂvemment that they would go
or a bigger and intensive
movement if the strike fails to
make the government respond.

They called upon the gov-
ernment to form a probe com-
mittee with representatives of
workers to investigate into the
reasons of industrial loss.-

"All corruption. irregulari-
ties and wastage should be
identified properly and action
should be taken accordingly.”

| another leader said.

AL “satisfied’ over foreign policy

Long debate, opposition absent

With the opposition benches
empty, the Jatiya Sangsad ves-
terday expressed salisfaction
over the . foreign policy pursued
by the government of Sheikh
Hasina.

The parliament expressed
the satisfaction following a
long debate over a motion
moved by Treasury Bench
member Nurul Islamn Nahid..
Seventeen members from the
Treasury and Opposition
benches took part in the debate.

Immediately before the reso-
lution was put to vote by the
Speaker, the opposition mem-
bers staged a walk out, protest-
ing what they said violation of
the J5S Business ‘Advisory
Committee decision by the
Treasury Bench. "The Sangsad
was supposed to hold a general
discussion on the foreign pol-
icy. But the Treasury Bench has
moved a resolution expressing
satisfaction over its policy,”
said BNP whip Mashiur Rah-
man while announcing the
walkout.

The Treasury bench mem-
bers claimed that the govern-
ment had been persuading a
pragmatic policy based on a
principle ~ Friendship towards
all; malice towards none -
adopted by Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman in 1972.

Contesting the Treasury
Bench claim, the members of
the opposition BNP said that
the government had been per-
suading a foreign policy sub-
servient to India. According to a
BNP legislator, the principle of
Sheikh Hasina's foreign policy
is 'friendship towards one and
malice to none’,

Moving the resolution,
Nahid told the House that the
main objectives of Hasina's
foreign policy were to promote
across the world the image of
the country as a sovereign and
independent state and secure
foreign co-operation in the
country's social and economic
development.

Arguing that the Ganges wa-
ter sharing treaty with India
and Chittagong Hill Tracts’
agreement with the PCJSS and
solution to the Rohynga prob-
lems were outstanding
achievements of the foreign

By Staff Correspondent

policy, Nahid called on the op-
position to thank the govern-
ment.

Foreign Minister Abdus
Samad Azad who wound up the
debate said the government was
pursuing a ‘positive foreign pol-
icy’ and it did not believe in sit-
ting on problems. “As a result,
we have succeeded in resolving
the Farakka problem within
six months of taking power and
establishing peace in CHT
where there was a war like sit-
uation for years”,

Azad said. "As a result the
couniry is now receiving a
minimum of 35,000 cusecs of
Ganges water during the lean
season, while the amount came
down to nine thousand cusecs
during the BNP rule.”

The Minister said that the
entire world has praised the
government for the CHT treaty.
"The peace treaty has brought
the prime minister the UNESCO
peace prize. The UNESCO award
has substantially promoted the
image of the nation around the
world.”

Replying to an opposition
criticisin that the loreign min-
Istry was insensitive towards
the sufferings of the
Bangladeshi labourers abroad,
the minister said, the govern-
ment had only the other day re-
solved problems of 1.5 lakh il-
legal Bangladeshi residents in
Malaysia.

Announcing that
Bangladesh will be voted to the
UN Security Council as a non-
permanent member, very soon,
the Foreign Minister said it in-
dicated the success of the gov-

ernment’s dynamic foreign pol- -

iey,

However, the BNP lawmak-
ers claimed that the govern-
ment, especially its foreign
ministry, was busy satisfying
India. They said that the gov-
ernment had failed to meet its
constitutional obligation to
support the oppressed nation-
alities fighting against the In-
dian ruling class lor treedom.
In this regard, some BNP law-
makers observed that the gov-
ernment should support those
fighting for independence in the
north-eastern zone of India. A

_ Jatiya Party MP criticised the

overnment for arresting ULFA
eader Anup Chetia.

Referring to another consti-
tutional provision that obliges
the state to consolidate and
maintain friendly relations
with the Islamic countries, the
BNP legislators also criticised
the government for its silence
over the Indian repression
against the Kashmiri Muslims
fighting for self-determination,

Rejecting government
claimms of success in signing the
Ganges’ water treaty with India,
the opposition said the treaty
had rather legalised the ille-
gally built Farakka barrage on
an international river. They
also criticised the government
lor "giving in to the Indian in-
sistence to exclude Nepal from
the issue and failing to secure a
guarantee clause in the treaty.'

About the CHT treaty, the
oppoesition said the agreement
had degraded the Bangalis liv-
ing in the area to second class
citizens. Some of them ex-
pressed surprise over the Trea-
sury bench claim that the CHT
agreement was a result of its
foreign policy. “"How come the
government consider the treaty
signed with Shantu Larma a
loreign policy success,” asked
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury.

In a bid to substantiate its
observation that the main ob-
jective of the government's for-
eign policy was to protect In-
dian interests, the Opposition
relerred to the faect that the
courntry had refused to vote for

Japan, a lrusted development
partner. i the UN security
council elections ‘only to ap-
pease India’.

JP member Zinnat Hossain
observed that the government
should try to reach a consensus
on various issues relating to
loreign policy through thread-
bare discussion in the House.

Others who took part in the
debate included Water Re-
sources’ Minister Abdur Raz-
zak, State Minister for Foreign
Affairs Abul Hassan Chowd-
hury, BNP lawmakers Maj
iretd] Akhtaruzzaman, Abu
Hena and Gazi Mohammad
Shajaham
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the note of dissenl or the
dissenting members should be
allowed to give their opinions.
Sengupta opposed it and said

that the report contained the

‘note of dissent’ and he men-
tioned it during his presenta-
tion. There is no scope at this
stage to make any statement on
the report, he added.

The Speaker then read out
from Rule 211 and gave the rul-
ing that there was no scope for
any member of the Committee

‘except its Chairman to speak on

the Bill at that stage. He how-
ever said that the opposition
members would be allowed to
speak on the Bill when it would
be considered by the House to-
day,

At this, BNP, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami members
led by Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
of BNP staged a walkout at
12:23 pm. They, however, re-
turned to the House after five
minutes.

The Bill sought to enhance
the monthly remuneration of
MPs to Tk 10,000 from Tk
6.000, to be effective from July 1
this year.

The bill also proposes: A
member shall be entitled to re-
ceive a daily allowance at the
rate of Tk 400 and conveyance
allowance at the rate of 100
for each day he attends the sit-
ting of parliament or meetjn%ﬂuf
a Committee or any other offi-
cial duty in parliament and the
allowances prescribed under
this clause shall only be ad-

_Opposition stages

missible where the presence of
member is supported by record.

The opposition members of
the Committee in their note of
dissent had said that the bill
was not “harmonious” with the
Constitution and it was humil-
iating for an MP to receive al-
lowances by signing attendance
registers.

They said the provision was
‘against law and justice” and
disgraceful for members of par-
Hiament, It undermined the
sovereignty of the House, they

said,

They
pointed out that no secretary,
chairman of any corporation,
managing director of any state-
owTIle bank draw their
salary/allowance by signing
the attendance register.

The members in their note of
dissent said that the Standing
Committee in its meeting on
July 2 unanimously decided to
recommend abolition of the
Clause.

But the Chairman called an
emergency meeting of the
Committee on July 3, cancelled
the unanimous decision to
abolish the Clause and proposed
to send the Bill to the House in
its original form, they said.

Earlier, reports on seven
other bills were placed in the
House. Chairman of the Stand-
ing Committee on the Ministry
of LGRD and Cooperatives Ab-
dul Mannan presented the
Dhaka City Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 1999, the
Chittagong City Corporation

walkout

(Amendment) Bill, 1999, the Ra-

jshahi City Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 1999, the
Khulna City Corporation

(Amendment) Bill, 1999 and the
Upazila Parishad [Amendment)
Bill, 1999,

The bills sought extension of
time for elections in the city
corporations by 90 days.

Two BNP members of the
committee -- Mohammad
Shahjahan and Mohammad
Helaluzzaman Talukder Lalu =«
gave 'note of dissent' on the
bills: They said, as the city cor-
poration polls influence the
Jatiya Sangsad elections, these
should be held under a care-
taker government to ensuring
free and fair polls.

They also said the Upazila
and Jaliya Sangsad elections
should be held at the same time,

The Speaker and Deputy
Speaker (Remuneration and
Privileges) (Amendment] Bill,
1999, ‘also placed by Suranijit
Shengupta. proposed enhance-
ment of the monthly remuner-
ation ol the Speaker to Tk
21,500 from Tk 13,500 and that
of the Deputy Speaker to Tk
20,000 from Tk 12,000, to be
effective from July 1, 1999,

Khandaker Asaduzzaman,
Chairman of the Standing
Commitiee on the Ministry of
Establishment presented the
Members of Bangladesh Public
Service Commission (Terms
and Conditions of Services)
(Amendment) Bill, 1999,

foermer
Moazzem Hossain, Taheruddin
Thakur, K M Obaidur Rahman
MP, and Nurul Islamm Manzoor,
ex-lieutenant colonels Syed Fa-
rook Rahman
Shahriar
former majors Bazlul Huda and

Tofail's nephew held

Hartal called in
Bhola today

BARISAL, July 4: A tense
situation is prevailing in Bhola
town after the arrest of an "in-
fluential person” allegedly for
assaulting a policeman, reports
UNB.

Supporters of Moniruzza-
man Monir, said to be a nephew
ol Commerce and [ndustries
Minister Tofail Ahmed, have
called a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
the town tomorrow demanding
his unconditional release.
Monir was a candidate in the
last pourashava election.

Police said they arrested
Sarwar, an associate of Monir,.
on various charges on Saturday
night. Monir rushed to the
scene, assaulled a sub-inspector
and took Sarwar away from
them.

A case was filed against 10
people including Monir who
was arrested later.

Police lobbed tear gas shells
following a chase and counter-
chase as the protestors held a

rally and brought out a proces-
sion in the Lown.

Additional police were de-
ployed in the town to avert fur-
ther clashes.

Fugitive arrested

after 13 years

By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested an
absconding accused who was
earlier sentenced to death on
charge of murder,

He was identified as Syed
Mohammed Ali alias Lalu, 40,
son of late Syed Abdur Rashid
of Mirpur.

According to Mirpur police
Lalu spent 13 years as fugitive
in neithnuring country and
recently came back. Selimn, an-
other accused in this case, was
awarded a similar punishment
earlier.

Meanwhile, another accused
charge sheeted in three cases
was arrested yesterday.

BNP rally at
Paltan Maidan
today

BNFP will hold a public meet-
ing at Paltan Maidan in the
city today at 4 pm to protest
what it said anti-people budget,
the conspiracy to sell gas and
give corridor to India, reports
LINB.

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
meeting,

Flood

From Pave |
Eastern Hill basin registered
tall, improving the [lood situa-
lion of the areas.

In the Brahmaputra basin,
the Dharla at Kurigram rose by
38 cm and was flowing 25 cm
above the danger level. The
Surma, however, receded at its
all points including Sunamganj
by 13 cm but was still flowing
20 cm above the red mark at
Sunamganj point.

During the period, 67.0mm
“significant” rainfall was
recorded at Faridpur. 54.0mm
at Khulna. 40.0mm at Moul-

vibazar and 39.0mm at Pan-
chagarh.

A report from Manikganj
adds: Swelling Padma and Ja-
muna rivers burst their banks
amidst heavy monsoon rain
devastating homes and crops
alnnﬁ their courses in
Manikganj, Rajbari and Pabna
districts.

Officials and villagers said
hundreds of people had been
rendered homeless and crops in
vast tracts of land washed away
by flash floods and erosion of
riverbanks in a fortnight now.

The erosion-affected thanas
are Daulatpur, Shibalaya, Hari-
rampur and Ghior of Manik-
ganj, Pangsha thana and Goa-
landa thana's embankment in
Ra{)bari and Sujanagar thana in
Pabna.

In the worst-hit Shibalaya
thana a number of homesteads,
Jafarganj bazaar, Dhublia
Primary School, a mosque and
a temple have been devoured by
the turbulent Jamuna during
the last three days,

'Besides, a vast tract of land
in Geradia, Gangadia, Dbublia
and Jafarganj area of Teora
union in the thana was engulfed
by the river,” the UP chairman
said.

Jail killing case

From Pave 1
cipal accused, was hiding
abroad. However, Ali was not .

charged in the case as the prose-
cution said that they could not

lrace him during the investiga-

tions.

Eight of the 2] accused —
ministers Shah

and Sultan
Rashid Khan and

Khairuzzaman — appeared on
the dock under heavy police es-
cort. The rest of the accused, all
former army personnel, are ab-
sconding.

Special Publie Prosecutor
serajul Huq led the prosecu-
tion, while the defence was rep-
resented, among others,
Mahbubur Rahman, Sharfud-

~din Khan Mukul and Abdul Ma-
jid Munshi.



