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World Population Data predicts

Bangladesh to be 7th most
populated nation by 2010

Bangladesh. presently
holding the ninth position in
the status of world population
with its 124.7 million people.
will seize the seventh position
in 2010, reports UUNB.

According te 1999 World
Population Data Sheet received
here yesterday. the country's
population will reach 150.2
million in 2010 with the cur-
rent 1.8 per cent annual growth
rale,

The data sheet of US-based
Population Relerence Bureau *
[PRB] estimated Bangladesh's
population at 177 million in
2025 showing a bit better shift-
ing to the eighth position.

The PRB annual report,
however, did not mention the
position of any courntries ac-
cording to their density of popu-
lation.

At present. some 2,260 peo-

© ple live ;Tn:r square mile in

Bangladesh, a country of 55,588
square miles area.

According lo the report the
population of Bangladesh will
be doubled in 38 years time with
current 1.8 per cent growth rate.

The births of child per 1000
population are 27 whereas the
deaths per 1000 are only 8. On
an average the life expectancy
of men is 59 years and women
BB years, the report added.

The total fertility rate of the
country is 3.3 per womern.

The data sheet showed the
statlus of 1{:ﬁ 20 countries ac-
cording to t
in 1999, 2010 and 2025.

The top four positions
presently held by China, India,
the United States and Indonesia
would remain same till 2025
with their increased number of
populations,

No change in temp

Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely at most places over Chittagong. Barisal and
Khulna divisions and at many places over Dhaka. Sylhet and
Rajshahi divisions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Moderately heavy falls is also

Chittagong and Khulna divisions

said.

expected at places over Barisal,
uring the period. Met Office
)

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

country.

The country’'s highest temperature 33.2 degree Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Rajshahi and Chuadanga and the lowest 23.2

degrees at Teknaf and Satkhira.

The sun sets in the city today at 6:50 pm and rises tomorrow at

5.16 am.

Maximui and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
i1 some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage

Max Min Morning Evening

Dhaka 30.3 26.0 89 88
Chittagong 31.7 240 85 83
Rajshahi 33.2 255 85 95
Khulna 31.0 24.6 90 98
Barisal 30.2 24.2 94 98
Sylhet 31.7 24.8 88 80
Cox' s Bazar 304 258 86 92

Beating at BLRI

Condition of injured JU
students deteriorate

By JU Correspondent

Condition of two students of
Jahangirnagar University [JU)
who injured their eyes in an at-
tack by some unidentified per-
sons on June 15 at Savar dete-
riorated further.

The two students. witnesses
said were beaten up in the
Bangladesh Lizestock Research
Institute [(BLRI} area on the
evening on June } en they
went to collect tolls from a
jackfruit leasee, Abul Khaleque.
The on duty guard at the gate of
BLRI said Abul Khaleque acting
on previous information had
briefed local people staying in
the area about the two students.
Later, when the people saw the
two students, they swooped on
them with bamboo-sticks. They
also cut their eye-lids and fled
the scene,

But, BCL leaders denied that
the two students had gone there
to collect tolls. "They went to
have a walk,” BCL JU unit pres-
ident Nuruzzaman Shaikh told
the journalists immediately
after the incident.

Kamol, one of the two in-
jured, has lost his left eye while

e

the condition of his other eye is
critical, his relatives said. He
had an operation on his eyes at
Islamia Eye Hospital. He was
later transl’::rredp to BIRDEM
hospital as both his kidneys are
not w-:;nrkinfg. He is a second year
student of Department of Eco-
noudcs.andia resident studernt
of Shaheed Salam Barkat Hall.

The other injured student,
Shafiq Hasan Munna, also a
second Iyear student of Depart-
ment ol Geegraphy. is now in a
critical condition. Both of his
eyes are severely injuries, and
he is now getting treatment at
Suhrawardi Hospital. He is
likely to lose normal eyesight,
sources informed. He is a resi-
dent student of AFM Kamalud-
din Hall and an active worker
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL}, JU unit, with condition
of anonymity, some students
said he is one of the 13 accused
in the Ananda Murder Case of
October '97.

A case (43/15.06.99) was
filed with Savar thana under
section 323 and 825 of the penal
code.
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M A Kashem
elected new

chairman of NSU

foundation

M A Kashem, a founder life
member of the North South
University Foundation has
been unanimously elected the
new Chairman of the Board of
Governors of the Foundation at
its 7Lth annual general meeting
held recently for a period of two
years, says a press release.,

North South University
Foundation is the founder of
North South University, the
first private university of the
country. :

Kashem is a renowned in-
dustrialist of the country. He is
the Chairman and Managing
Director of Mutual Group of In-
dustries,

He is the former President of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries and founder Chairman
of the Southeast Bank Limited.
a leading bank in the private
sector.

Kashem was a member of the
Syndicate of Jahangirnagar
University during the period of
1987-90.

He is also associated with
various social and philan-
thropic organisations and es-
tablished many religious and
educational institutions.

Besides, M A Hashem. AB M
Kamaluddin Khan and M Masi-
hur Rahman have been elected
as the Vice-Chairman and Be-
najir Ahmed as the Treasurer of
the Board of Governors of the
Foundation.

Tense situation
in Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, July 3: Re-
cruitment of new labour sarders
by retrenching the old ones at
the BCIC buffer stock godown at
Mahendranagar here created a
tense situation in the area, re-
ports UNB.

Locals are apirehendjng
clashes between the feudin
groups as the newly recruite
and the retrenched labourers
are preparing to occupy the
godown tomorrow, on the first
day of the current fiscal year's
fertiliser delivery.

It was learned that the con-
tractor had recruited new
labour sarders replacing the
previous ones who have been
working there since its incep-
tion.
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JCD's call to
oust 'autocratic'

government
By DU Correspondent

Leaders of Jativatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), the student
wing of opposition BNP yester-
day urged the student commu-
nity for a vigorous countrywide
movement to oust the "auto-
cratic” government.

in front of the DUCSU Building
of Dhaka Universily organised
to welcome the freshers of the
university and to press their 12-
point demands,

Condemning the DIJ author-
ities for allewing Bangladesh

to stay at the halls, the JCD

remnoving the BCL 'terrorists.’

Addressing the rally, JCD
vice-president Monjur Elahi al-
leged that the ruling Awami
League since assuming power in
1996 began their repression on
the JCD activists through ar-
rests and filing of false cases
against them.

It's nothing but a deep-
rooted conspiracy of Awami
League government to destroy
the JCD activities from the
country,” he alleged. He urged
the AL government for immedi-
ale stoppage of repression on
JCD activists.

JCD's 12-point demands in-
cluded immediate release of all
arrested JCD activists, removal
ol BCL terrorists from the resi-
dential halls and rehabilita-

halls.™ S v

Among others, Monwar Hos-
sain Rana, A B M Mosharraf
Hossain, Sultan Salauddin
Tuku, Manir Hossain. Mosia-
fizul Islam Mamun and
Asaduzzaman Asad addressed

& procession on the campus,

They were addressing a rally

(Chhatra League (BCL) terrorists

leaders urged the authorities to
take immediate steps to reha-
bilitate the JCD activists ousted
from their respective halls, by

tioh of ousted ' JCD men to theis:

Seminar on anthropology_

begins at JU

By JU Cnrrespnﬁdent

A two-day seminar on dif-
ferent issues of anthropology
began at Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) yesterday.

The seminar has been organ-
ised by the Department of An-
thropology of JU with financial
support Irom Ford Foundation.
It is being held at the seminar
room of the Central Audito-
ritina.

Split into four sessions, the
seminar is designed to cover
different issues of recent an-
thropology including 'Studying
Anthropology in Bangladesh
Characleristics and Perspec-
lives of Fieldwork.' 'Introducing
Ideas of Class and Gender and
‘Contemporary Thoughts: De-
velopment, Environment and
Health.

In the first session yester-

| day, three different papers were

presented on the study of An-
thropology in Bangladesh. Prof
A K M Zehadul Karim, Chair-
man of Anthropology Depart-
ment. Rajshahi University pre-
sented the keynote paper on
“The Development ol Anthro-
pology in Bangladesh: An Ex-
ploration.” Kazi Afzal Ahmed
and Nazrul Islamn, two lecturers
af Shahjalal Universily of Sci-
ence and Technology, jointly
presented their papers on "The
problems of Studying and
Teaching Anthropology in
Bangladesh.” Sayeed Ferdous
and Mirza Taslima Sultana of
JU jointly presented papers on
"Evolution of Texts: Tendency
of Changing Anthropology in
Bangladesh."

Among the discussants were
Prof Tajul Islam Hashemi, Di-
rector.of School of Humanities

and Liberal Arts of Independent
University, Dr Hossain Zillue

Rahman, Senior Research Fel-
low, BIDS; Prosanta Tripura,
Chairman of Anthropology De-
partment of JU and Dr Farzana
Islamn of Anthropology of JU.
Prof S M Nurul Alam coordi-
nated the first session.

In the second session de-
signed Lo discuss on 'Character-

istics and Perspeclives of
Fieldwork,' Siddiqur Rahman
of JU Anthropology Depart-
ment presented keynote on Ap-
plied Anthropology: Research
Methodology and an Analysis.”
Prol 5 M Nurul Alam presented
his paper on “"Nativising An-
thropology: New Direclions and
Trends in Anthropological
Fieldwork." Prof Imdadul Hagq
of Sociology Department of
Dhaka University presented the
keynote paper on "Fieldwork in
Social Research” while Monju-
rul Mannan presented his paper
on "Engaging Deshi Anthropol-
ogists in Development: A Reflec-
tion on Current Practice.”

Dr K M Ashraful Aziz of
BRAC, Dr Hossain Zillur Rah-
man, Prof Helaluddin Khan
Arefin and Dr Shahjalal dis-
cussed the topics of the second
session and Prof A K M Zehadul
Karim coordinated the session.

A number ol teachers and
students participated in the
open discussion aflter the pre-
sentation of the papers.

BT to donate
computers to
schools 1n Sylhet

British Telecommunica-
Lions [BT), a leading telecom-
municalions provider in the
world, will donate personal
computers (PCs) to schools and
colleges in the country’s Sylhet
region. reporis BSS.

The beneliciaries of the do-
nations will be schools in
Bishwanath, Balaganj, Beam-

bazar. Gopalganj, Nabi fani,

Maulvibazar and Jagannathpur
areas of Sylhet division,

The PCs will be used by stu-
dents between the ages of 14-18
to gualify for the national cur-
riculum on computer studies for
higher secondarv and senior
secondary standard.

This initiative from BT will
greally benefit the Sylhet coms-
imunity, the press release said.

the rally which was followed by ‘
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Journalists of APB, a BEXIMCO media-owned news agency, observed a token hunger
strike at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday in support of their various demands.
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JS body calls for
implementation
of projects to
protect Ashugan;
port

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Water Re-
sources Ministry yesterday
called for implementation of
the projects for protection of
Ashuganj port, Bhairab power
tower and such other vital in-
stallations from river erosion
on priority basis, reports UNB.

The committee meeting with
Abdul Momin in the chair dis-
cussed the projects for river
training and protection of vital
areas and towns from river ero-
sion included in the current
year's budget.

It suggested the government
to take adec?]uaie steps for pro-
lection of flood prone areas
Irom flooding.

A report of the sub-commit-
tee that inspected the CERP
works of Kolapara thana of
Patuakhali district was placed
in the meeting.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzaque, M Anwarul [s-
lam, MA Bari, Sharfuddin Ah-
mad, Oli Ahmed. Harun-al-
Rashid, Dr Habibur Rahman
and Golam Siraj were present
in the meeting,

Tk 38.85 crore
BAU budget

MYMENSINGH, July 3: The
Finance Committee "of the
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity (BAU) has forwarded
with recommendations a budget
of Taka 38.85 crore to the Syn-
dicate for approval for 1999-
2000 fiscal year, reports BSS,

The Finance Committee in a
meeting under the chairman--
ship of Vice-Chancellor Dr
Muhammad Hussain prepared
the budget for 1999-2000 fiscal
year in accordance with the
ceiling fixed by the University
Grants Commission (UGC).

According to the press re-
lease issued by the treasurer.
Md Idris Ali, of the total income
Taka 36.35 crore, will come
[rom the University Grants
Commission as government
allocation while Taka two crore
will be generated from the uni-
VErsity's own resources.

Ot the expenditure, Taka
30.75 crore has been proposed
lor salaries and pensions for
teachers, officers and employ-
ees, Taka 3.10 crore for educa-
tional assistance and Taka five
crore for maintenance and
othier expenditures.

APB newsmen
observe token.
hunger strike

Leading intellectuals, chair-
man Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Information
Ministry and journalists of the
country yesterday expressed
their solidarity with the news-
men of APB news agency, who
staged token hunger strike at
the National Press Club to

‘protest against whimsical ac-

tions of the employers, reports
BSS.

APB unit of Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ) organised the
9 AM to 5 PM hunger strike to
press their demands. The de-
mands of the aggrieved journal-
ists include immediate reopen-
ing of the news agency, with-
drawal of orders transferring
four journalists to non-jour-
nalistic job, payment of four
months’ arrears and upholding
the dignity of the journalists,
DUJ press release said.

Representatives of different
prolessional groups, speaking
on the occasion, cautioned BEX-
IMCO authorities, the owners
of the agency, against their evil
design. Journalist union lead-
ers declared that the country's
journalist community would
resist the mischievous plan of
the owners of APB to make "non
Journalists” out of the journal-
ists. :

They described the efforts of
the owners of the news agency
to rob journalists of their pro-
lessional identity as "terrorism
of sorts” and resolved to resist
such designs. They called for
reunification of the union to

rolect the dignity of the pro-
ession.

Dhaka-Calcutta bus service wo

n't lure away

more patients, local doctors say

Medical specialists in
Dhaka do not feel that a larger
number of people will go to In-
dia for treatment with opening
ol Dhaka-Calcutta direct bus
service, reports UNB.

Reliable sources indicate
that about 85 per cent of total
visitors from Bangladesh to
India go there for medical
treatment, and it is suspected
widely that the number might
increase with direct bus service.

Asked about the rcasons for
such large numbers of patients
going to India, some top special-
ists in Dhaka agreed that pa-
tients, especially those suffer-
ing Irom heart ailments and
Kidney problems, do not get sat-
isfactory treatment in the coun-
Lry.

However, they do not wholly
agree that the patients prefer
ireatment in India in appre-
hension of 'wrong diagnosis'
and lack of proper care by local
doctors here,

The specialists gave differ-
ent views over the cost of treat-

iment in Dhaka and Calcutta: .

All of them however admitted
that pressure of a large number
of patients and inadequate
salary in hespitals compel the
specialists to entertain the pa-

| tients in their private chamber.

The doctors admitted that
there are incidences of wrong
treatinent due to wrong diagno-
sis. The trend of wrong diagno-
sis i1s much higher in rural ar-
€as compared to urban areas.
one specialist said.

But most specialists do not
agree that they would lose their
patients with opening of bus
service between Dhaka and Cal-
cutta.

"Many patients who used to

o to India once or lwice a year
or treatment are now taking
treatment from local specialists
as they lind similar treatment
here as in Calcutta or Madras,”
Dr Harun-ur-Rashid said.

Dr Rashid, a reputed special-
ist of Nephrology and Kidney at
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, said pa-
tients are actually reluctant to
go India as one needs to go there
several times for treatment of a
single ailment. "After going
there twice or thrice, i)ﬂtients
prefer local specialist," he said.,

The kidney specialist said
some 20 to 25 patients in total
go to India each year for kidney
transplantation.

Prof MA Zaman, Director,
National Institute of Cardio-
vascular Disease (NICVD) said
lack of confidence on the spe-

cialists of the country is simply
because of their private prac-
Lice.

"The poor salary ol govern-
ment doctors mandate them to
engage in private practice to
improve -their earning, whereas
doclors in Calcutta private hos-

pitals get 15 to 20 times higher a
salary.

'TKEI’E_FUI'E they {Indian doc-
tors] don't undertake any pri-
vate practice. One can't really
compare the salary and the
number of patients between
private hospitals in India and
government hospitals in
Bangladesh”, he said.

In Dhaka, majority of the
patients gel free treatment in
government hospitals and
number of patients is so high
that doctors are to make hurry.
In view of this situation a pa-
tient can't have real confidence
and satisfaction with our spe-
cialists. Moreover, there is lack
of adequate supporting services
like nursing and technical
help”, Dr Zaman observed.

Prof KMHS Sirajul Haque,
Chairman of Cardiolo De-
partment at BSMMU said
Dhaka-Calcutta bus service
would not cause decline in his

practice. "Whether bus service
operates or not, those who wish
Lo go to Calcutta would still go”.

He said a vested quarter is
engaged in campaign to create
confusion among people and
distrust in Bangladeshi doctors.

Prof Haque rather hoped
that "the bus service would fa-
cilitate heart patients from As-
sam, Tripura and West Bengal
to come to me."

Dr ABM Abdullah, Assistant
Professor of Medicine Depart-
ment at BSMMU observed that
more Bangladeshi patients
might travel to India following
the cross-country bus service.
"One may think of seeing a doc-
tor for consultation while going
there for a different purpose”,
he said.

About the allegation of poor
attention to patients by local
doctors, Dr Abdullah said it is
not true in case of all special-
ists. "Sometimes specialists be-
ing over worked after attending
hospital and classes cannot
give proper alttention to pa-
tients," said the young Assis-
tant Professor.

ICVD Director Dr Zaman
said the treatment cost is
cheaper in Bangladesh than in
Calcutta.

The cost of a bypass heart

&

surgery in Dhaka is Tk 40,000
to Tk 50,000 while it is Tk
1,50.000 to Tk 2,00,000 in In-
dia. Similarly, the cost of En-
gioplastic Eur%farkyais Tk 15,000
to 20,000 in D compared to
Tk 90,000 in India.

But Dr Abdullah of BSMMU
said the treatment cost is com-
paratively low in India as lo-
cally manufactured equipment
is used there. Besides, import
duty on instrument, equipment
and reagent is nominal there.

Asked what steps should be
taken to change the attitude of
the patients inclined to go Cal-
cutta, Prof Rashid said, "We
have to raise the national ﬁ;f:l‘
ing. The quality of education
should be increase. Students
and teachers' politics should be
prohibited completely.”

He suggested stoppage of pol-
itics by nurses and Class Ill and
Class [V employees as they have
important role in ensuring bet-
ter medical service.

Prof Zaman felt the need for
more hospitals in both public
and private sectors to rcfliluce
pressure on the doctors. "Pri-
vate hospitals must grow up to
raise the standard of treatment
and facilities compared to ser-
vices available in the neigh-
bouring country,” he said.
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country of this region can com-
pare with India in any sector.

Speakers suggested that
transit modality of this region
can be held involving all the
SAARC countries. Besides.
Myanmar and China should
also be included in the frame-
work because the countries are
not too far away from
Bangladesh.

any alleged that India ba-
sically wants to ensure military
supply safely to its north-east-
ern region through Bangladesh.
India needs the corridor mainly
for military and political pur-
poses not for economic or any
other benefit of the people of
Bangladesh.

They said the globalisation
theory is effective among coun-
tries, who have equal %evr:] of
social, economical and politi-
cal development.

Taking part first in the dis-

cussion, Dr Abdur Rab said the

I «hanged route of the Asian

Highway is complétely against
the interest of Bangladesh and
it would only protect the inter-
est of India.

"We should not accept the
new transit route in the interest
of our national security, entity,
sovereignty and economic ben-
efit.” He suggested formation of
a national committee to formu-
late the modality of transit.
wide-ranged discussion in par-
liament and a decision on the
basis of national consensus.

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed said
the geo-political and geo-eco-
nomic importance of
Bangladesh has increased sub-
stantially since the end of the
cold war and strategically
Bangladesh has been identified
as an important enclave,

He said there may be many
major incidents in the Pacific
Region in the near future be-
cause of cooperation and con-
flict among the countries. In
this context, Bangladesh is in a
highly sensitive location.

The former Dhaka Univer-
siéy vice-chancellor said pro-
viding transit can only be dis-
cussed if India fulfils three pre-
conditions. Elaborating the
preconditions, he said India
should first give up its aggres-
sive attitude towards its neigh-
bours and build friendly rela-
tions on the basis of mutual re-
si)ecL and India should resolve
all long standing conflicts with
its small neighbours.,

India should also allow
Bangladesh and Nepal to use the
l5-minute corridor from
Banglabandha to Kakarbhita,
He said this route was opened
on September 1 1997 but was
E]E}SEEF after the movement of
three trucks within 15 minutes
due to India’s attitude.

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed said
India should allow Bangladesh
to connect itself with Nepal,
Bhutan, Pakistan and China
through India to build confi-
dence. After this, Bangladesh
can think of providing transit

“Yfacility to India. Moreover,

ited between two countries and
it should be within a multilat-
eral trade framework.

He said there should be a
provision so that the countries
can directly contact, build rela-
tions and linkages. It should
not be via or through India. He
observed that India wants to
grab the opportunity which was
created for Bangladesh.

MK Anwar MP in his speech
questioned India’s attitude to-
wards Bangladesh and said In-
dia's behaviour towards us is
not at all friendly.

Citing the example of re-
strictionn on the use of “Tin
Bigha" corridor, India's denial
to sit for dialogue on Talpatti
issue, construction of barbed
wire around the border, gradual
increase of BSF atrocities, arms
and training to tribal insur-
gents for two-decades and non-
implementation of agreement
regarding the sea boundary, he
said these issues do not indicate
a friendly relation between In-
dia and Bangladesh.

The BNP leader said Indian
proposal for transit is purely a
proposal for corridor. More-
over, there are threats from the
seven-sisters to attack
Bangladesh il India gets the
corridor from us.

Former army chief and
Awami League MP KM Shafiul-
lah said our main concern is to
protect our sovereignty and all
should keep vigil so that our
defence is not affected by any
means.

On the transit issue he said,
"We can think of transit if it
brings benefit to us, but we don't
need to think if it is for corridor
purpose or not. We must take
our decision on the basis of our
national interest." s

He said it will not be wise fo
Bangladesh to proceed towards
other issues or think new ones
until the solution of the
Pangladesh-wepal transit af-

air.

Former deputy prime minis-
ter Jamaluddin Ahmed said,
Transit cannot be confined
within two countries and it
should be on a regional basis so
that everybody can benefit from
it. The transit should be
chalked out considering geo-
political, social and economi-
cal aspects.

‘Being a minister [ could not
g0 to my own country’s land due
to the Tin Bigha corridor. The
Indian authority didn't allow
me to cross a little land to meet
Bangladeshis, I had to cheer the
people standing in Patgram,” he
said, while questioning the
goodwill of India.

He said India and Sri Lanka
signed a bilateral free trade ac-
cord despite SAPTA, but it could
not see the light for long as In-
dia denied access to Lankan

S.

Jamaluddin said basically
there is no economy in the
seven-sister states and per
capita income of those states'

eople is less than 100 US dol-
ars. So what is the potential
there ? Who will benefit ? India
should first remove all existing
problems with its neighbours,
especially with Bangladesh.

He said transit cannot only
be between India and

Bangladesh and it should be

Aransit facility cannot be lim- .

News e e
' Delhi seeking corridor

among India, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan,
Myanmar and China with the
objective of economic uplift-
ment and transportation of the
people of these countries.

Past-army chief and BNP
leader Mahbubur Rahman said
India needs the corridor for its
own economic, political and
military interests. It mainly
wants safe transportation of ifs
militar suppl through
Bangladesh in the name of.
transit. He ruled out giving cor-
ridor to India for the security
interest of Bangladesh.

Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI) pres-
ident MH Rahman said, in
principle, nobody is against
transit but there is difference
about its modality and tmple-
mentation. "We have to decide
on transit on the basis of our
geo-economic and national se-
curity concerns. Transit and
port facilities can be given to
anyone if it does not hamper
our economic interest and state
security.”

Hé said corridor cannot be
given to India in the name of
transit and it cannot take place
between two countries. The

modality should be prepared on
a regional basis and as a pre-
condition of transit India
should allow Bangladesh to use
its all enclaves without any re-
striction.

Abul Kalam Azad MP of the
ruling Awami League stressed
the need for minimum consen-
sus on national issues and said
transit should be on the basis of
multilateral modality, but not
merely between two countries.

He said all, irrespective of
party and opinion, should unite
on the question of sovereignty
so that our sovereignty can't he
affected. "As a citizen my main
cornicern is whether our inde-
Eendtnce and sovereignty are

eing considered while taking
any important decision that re-
lates to national interest.”

"It is very unfortunate that
we are sharply getting divided
day by day. Even academicians,
intellectuals and technically
sound people often give their
views on vital issues depending
on their political identity. This
is very dangerous for the na-
tion,” he said and urged them to
give correct views considering
national interest, first,

BNP leader Oli Ahmed MP
said there is no mention of
transit route through Tamabil
both in the Asian Highway of
ESCAP and Tranc- Asian Rail-
way of UN, Both the UN and
ESCAP proposed the transit
route through Chittagong-Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf to Myanmar. The
main conception of Asian
Highway is to establish capital
to capital links, connections to
major industrial belts, connec-
tions (o main seaports and
connection to main roads and
railways. ;

He said BNP. when it was in

- power, catégorically told Tndia

that Bangladesh will not pro-
Vide corridor facility to India
and completely ruled out the
proposal. He said the India-
Bangladesh-India route came
up for debate after the Awami
League came to power.

Oli Ahmed said transit
through Tamabil route is not at
all viable from any perspective
because the distance will in-
crease by at least 114 miles, and
moreover transit by this route
is extremely risky.

He said the discussion on
transit issue during the BNP
regime was held between ES-
CAF and the Roads and High-
ways Department only and it
was never put at any higher
level or in the cabinet. “No min-
ister can give the permission of
corridor or transit to anyone
because it's a highly sensitive
issue,” he said responding to
allegations that he gave per-
mission for transit.

Prof Talukder Moniruzza-
man said big and powerful
countries are imposing man
illogical formulas on small
countries in the name of global-
isation. The transit issue in
Bangladesh is such an imposi-
tion by India. Globalisation
should be held on the basis of
equity.

“We shall not have the tran-
sit ... Bangladesh will be ai-
tected if it poes with India, ei-
ther on transit or corridor,” he
said and advised all not to
compare Europe and globalisa-
tion with Bangladesh and the
region,

Former fnreign secretary
Reaz Rahman said India has
been looking for a corridor
through Bangladesh after its big
set back in the war with China
in 1962,

“India’s main threat is
China not Pakistan. The north-
eastern region is very crucial
for India because from a geo-
political and military émrspec-
tive and that is why India is ur-
gently trying to settle the issues
in its seven-sister states,” he
said and added that transit is
very important for India but
not for Bangladesh.

The meeting was also ad
dressed. among others, by St
Abdul Hannan, Obaidur Rah-
man, Aminul Islam, Reazuddin
Ahmed, Amanullah Kabir, Jus-
tice (Retd) Habibul Islam
Bhuiyan and Dr Aftab Ahmed.

Rangunia Thana
Bhaban opens

CHITTAGONG, July 3: Min-
ister for Home. Post and
Telecommunications Moham-
mad Nasim said here today that
a huge number of outlaws and
terrorists were surrendering in
response to the call of the gov-
ernment as it has launched Je-
had (crusade) against the terror-
ists to ensure peace and security
of the common, reports BSS.

"As we have no weakness in
dealing with the terrorists, we
are striving hard to stamp out
terrorism without fear and
favour,” the minister said this
while inaugurating Rangunia
Thana Bhaban, some 48 km off
here this afternoon.



