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Response Mechanism

Y IFE in all the 16 districts of northern

t ngladesh, out of 64 districts we have in the

country, has been rendered miserable by a road
transport strike. After a 48-hr standstill enforced
by the transport workers and owners until
yesterday morning, no sign of mitigation could be
seen on the horizon, far less on the ground. Panic
has spread all around that as per their previous
announcement the strikers are set to continue with
the standstill 'till such time as their 14-point
demands are not met.' This is one time too many
that they have hit the warpath with, we don't know

ministries they seem to be unconsciously up
against. No front ministry can be readily
identified as a possible messiah. And look at the
plight of non-combatants, the people at large, who
are willy-nilly caught in the crossfire. The law and
order situation has exacerbated as physical force is
being applied by picketers to prevent other modes
of transport from plying. Extortionism is on a
wily kind of rise as mastaans ask their price for
allowing folks to hazard a ride on auto-tempo
while train tickets are being sold on the
blackmarket making hay while the sun shines,

Now, let's go into the nature of the strikers' 14-
point demand and the efforts made so far by the
governnient to address them. On a closer scrutiny,
the demands attract the responsibility of not
merely the transport ministry as the front min-
istry but also operatively other ministries such as
the home and finance to name the obvious two.

The way the authorities are trying to handle the
crisis at the eleventh hour sounds ludicrous, to say
the least. Rajshahi Divisional commissioner's of-
fice said on Friday that the transport workers and
owners had not responded to their call for talks.
Now the possibility is being explored to move the
matter up to the higher level. We would not be sur-
prised if it should land up at the PM's office sim-
mering hot on the plate.

So, we reiterate our earlier suggestion for a task
force always in readiness to apply a reality check,
play a trouble-shooter's role, where necessary; and
ensure fulfilment of promises made to the demand-
ing parties. We have in mind a credible response
mechanism working in tandem with line min-
istries, and perhaps as part of the PMO.

A Problem Named
Telephone

news agency has reported that some 13,000

elephones in the north-eastern part of the city,
both digital and analogue, have been posing prob-
lems to their subscribers. Out of this number,
around 500 to 600 are said to be constantly out of
order, while the rest give routine irritations like
cross-connections and "ghost sounds". This is not
the first time that such a report has seen the light
of the day. This paper had published similar re-
ports a number of times in the past, and followed
them up as well with editorial comments high-

lighting the plight and frustrations of the sub-
scribers who regretted having bought this 'trouble’
with their hard-earned money,

Over the years much has been heard about
digital exchanges being installed in small
municipal towns in the country as an example of
improved telephone system. But large areas of the
capital itself reel under the analogue exchange, a
technology well on its way out. In many parts of
the city cables were laid as far back as in 1993 for
converting all analogue numbers into digital ones
to step into the improved and efficient technology.
Accordingly, the whole of Uttara Model Town and
selected areas of the city came under digital
technology free of additional charge from the
subscribers. But there are thousands of subscribers
in this very metropolis who have not been that
lucky. Many of them paid around twenty thousand
taka for conversion of their analogue numbers
into digital ones. Even a portion of Dhanmandi
Residential Area south of Road 5 has not come
under automatic conversion. This is not fair at all.
If some areas of the city could get digital, why other
areas should not get the same facility? We strongly
feel that all taxpayers should be treated equally

- when it comes to extending state-run facilities and
services to people.

What a National Zoo!

AS if life in the cages is not cruel enough, the
nmates of Mirpur Zoo are now subject to

utmost maltreatment. Stale food and lack of

-

attention seem to have become the order of the day.
Sudarshan the African lion, one of the oldest
nmates at the zoological garden, breathed its last
a ‘ew days back. In line, it appears, are a few more,
especially the old ones. The Royal Bengal Tiger
with an injured paw; the lonely ostrich, which lost
its mate few years ago; or the deer carrying a nasty
wound — all appear in the wait for the death knell,
3{) reported a leading Bangla-language daily Satur-

Scary sequence of deaths at the zoo raised wide-
spread suspicion of foul-play. Intense media cov-
€rage, ascribing mysterious deaths of Sultana, the
five-month-old baby elephant, four tigers, the gi-
raffe, the orang-utan, the camel and the dolphin to
negligence of the authorities, triggered off a rather
knee-jerk reaction from the ministry of livestock
and fisheries. The curator and three more officials
were fired. Ministerial intervention seems to have
ended with the disciplinary measures but condi-
tions at the zoo remain largely unchanged.

Against this backdrop, plans for the zoo's silver
jubilee celebrations sound no less than a cruel
joke. Incredible it is though, the zoo people have
not been able to bring out a brochure all these
years. By the: curator's own admission, although
there are 2000 employees on the pay-roll not
Everyone is foi.ind on duty. A drastic change in the
-administrative set-up and immediate improve-
ment of con ditions are needed badly. If the

a‘uthorities ca nnot ensure these they better close :

th € Zoo, and | let the animals go back where they
bel)ng and die in peace.
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HE profession of weavers
Tuf facts into fiction, and

fiction into facts, gained
prominence in this country in
the good old days of Ayub Khan,
back in the 60s,

To emphasize their super-
loyalty to their masters they
adopted stereotype measures
as the nationalisation of
newspapers, promulgation of
oppressive ordinances, imposi-
tion of black laws, planting of
informers in press offices, re-
taining columnists and letters-

to-the-editor-writers (the count

today is 80), purchasing jour-
nalists (commonly known as
'lifafas'), purchasing editors
and thus control of a publica-
tion. The unpurchasable are
harassed and wted in var-
ious ways, one favourite bf;in%
the filing of false cases agains
them. In the Punjab the current
saying is 'Kharido nahi to kaso’
(if you cannot buy, beat). Rec-
ommended reading for those in-
terested is Zamir Niazi's tril-
ogy: 'The Press in Chains,' 'The

Press Under Siege,' 'The Web of

Censorship." What he has
recorded has never been con-
tradicted. The maximum harm
done by our weavers of lies is
the bolstering of our leaders’
euphoria by convincing them
that they are the be-all and end-
all, the State embodied. They
encourage these megalomani-
acs to destroy, to rob, even to
maim and murder.

. Our roll of honour of notable
weavers includes, but is not
limited to, Altaf Gauhar (Ayub),
Maulana Kausar Niazi and
Nasim Ahmed (Bhutto) Lieu-
tenant General Mujibur Rah-

“man {(Zia )] Husain Haqgani

(Nawaz 1 and Benazir II), and
now Mushahid Hussain.

Altaf, a civil servant, in the
service of Ayub Khan, dealt
with his master's challenger,
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, so nastily,

Weavers of Lies

Ardeshir Cuwas_jee writes from Karachi

Mushahid further disgraced our judiciary with the lies he told eabout the storming of the Supreme
Court. He told the world that the Chief Jusfice of Pakistan, Sajjad Ali Shah, was not sacked by
his government but by his fellow judges. He omitted to say that it was the government
which had instigated the judges to rebel.

that one of the first thing that
Bhutto did when he
grab power was to arrest Altaf
on the charge of possessing an
old copy of 'Playboy,’ a forged
passport, and half a bottle of
whisky. He was unduly ha-
rassed for months on end.
The Maulana was used b

~ Bhutto to appease and pacify

his brethren, the maulanas and
maulvis. He bought and sold.
He was most useful when the
Arab Sheikhs visited. He made
their stays comfortable, pro-
vided them with the recreation
they sought, and conversed with
them in their own language.
Maulana Sahib was a relatively
oor man when he joined Zul-
ikar, but when he left office he
had managed to amass a small
fortune.

Nasim Ahmed was a profi-
cient flatterer, good at butter-
ing-up those that needed verbal
buttering. He also constantly
sought approbation. On one of
my Islamabad visits, he invited
me to a party he hosted in hon-
our of local, foreign, and visit-
ing journalists. Taking me
aside, he asked how I thought he
was doing, how I rated his per-
formance. Keeping a straight
face, I told him he was doing
brilliantly. Happy to hear it, he
beckoned some of those around
us to Luin us. Come and listen to
this, he told them. This man is
no flatterer, hear what he has to

-

say about me. And he handed

the floor to me.
Brilliant, yes, 1 said to
Nasim. You have welded the na-

ed to

. Haqgan

tion into one. No one, just no
one, believes one word uttered
on PTV or on Radio Pakistan,
or printed in one of the govern-
ment newspapers, or uttered in
public by Bhutto. Infuriated, he
addressed me in Urdu. | had no
business to say what I had said
in the presence of foreign jour-
nalists. It was traitorous. I had
ridiculed the State. Soon after
this incident I was arrested
without any charge, sent to jail
for 72 days, and released still
not knowing why I had been ar-
rested. There was some specula-
tion by men who had been at
Nasim's party that I had to be
taught a lesson for my
‘traitorous’ utterances.

Mujibur Rahman was a good
harasser of publications that
displeased his master Zia.
'Mussarat,’ the PPP mouthpiece
was his particular target. He
had 140 newspaper men ar-
rested and jailed. including
Nisar Osmani and Mazhar Ali.
He also encouraged Zia to
change the penal code, making
the writing of truth an offence.

After Zia's heavenly flight,
democracy was reborn in Pak-
istan and we had Tweedledum
and Tweedledee, Benazir and
Nawaz Sharif alternating at the
top. both adding to our woes.
During Nawaz | and Benazir [I
the most prominent weaver and
damage-doer was Husain
i. From 1988 to 1990,
Husain was Punjab Chief Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif's Special
Assistant, becoming his Press
Assistant when Nawaz became

Prime Minister in 1990, until
in 1992 he was sent off to Sri
Lanka as High Commissioner,
As soon as Nawaz was forced to
step down, Husain joined Be-
nazir's camp and from 1993 to
1994 was Secretary to the Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting, until Benaazir
also shunted him out to head
the House Building Finance
Corporation.

Husain was born and
schooled in Karachi, went to
Karachi University where he
was a Jamaat student leader.
He then became a professional
journalist and for some years
was with the 'Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review," both in Hong
Kong and here in Pakistan, un-
til he was picked up by Nawaz.
After his experiences with both
'leaders’ he claims he is a chas-
tised man, who has learnt a lot
and who now recognises both as
being marginally as bad as each
other. He writes columns for
various newspapers, both in
English and in Urdu and all
largely critical of this govern-
ment. He has formed his own
political party, the United
Democratic Front. He consid-
ers himself capable, with the
necessary help, of climbing up
the greasy pole and leading the

140 millions to glory.

Brittle and paranoiac as it
is, this government for some
mad reason considers him to be
a threat, possibly because it
thinks he has armed himself
with copies of compromising
documents picked up during his

days of officialdom. He is now
tied to the rack. The govern-
ment has not denied that its
dirty-tricks brigade kidnapped
him in the middle of the night,
had him beaten up, kept in soli-
tary confinement, initially in-
communicado, but now under
judiciai cust in a safe house
near the Rawal Lake. His cuts
and bruises have been brought
on record, his bail applications
have been rejected. Ostensibly
he has been charged with cor-
ruption, embezzlement, and the
squandering of government
wealth. Could he even remotely
have s?uandered one-hun-
dredth of what has been squan-
dered by Benazir or Na
Governments in our country
are known to be vicious and Hu-
sain can expect little help from
our ‘independent judiciary,’
many members of which are to-
tally ignorant of the value and
importance of liberty, of the
fact that a writ of habeas corpus
cannot be rejected, and that ev-
ery man is due his rights., If
there is an understanding judge
around, who has suo moto pow-
ers he should help, give him
bail and get him out. Mushahid
Hussain claims to be a pro-
foundly educated man, but his
association with Nawaz Sharif
seems to have washed away all
his qualifications. He is re-
sponsible for Haqqani's
predicament and for all the
troubles faced by Najam Sethi.
The government has also not
denied that Sethi was abducted
in the middle of the night by its

LETTER FROM AMERICA

dirty-tricks men, beaten up and
kept in solitary confinement.
He at least has been released,
without any charges having
been made against him as none
could be proved. Now free, he
has been banned from leaving
the country and is facing 28 in-
come tax cases. The systematic
income-tax-cases harassment
is a hangover from the Bhutto
days. Sethi would do well to re-

fer to the White Papers com-

piled by Burney, 'Misuse of the
Instruments of State Power' and
'‘Misuse of the Media." With this
vicious government, Najam
may suffer. All we can do is to
stand by him and help as much
as we can. One of the worst
mistakes cocky Mushahid has
made is to have sought to stand
trial in the BBC televised court
of 'Hard Talk'. He cut a sorry
figure in front of his griller,
Tim Sebastian, and ed to
successfully disgrace our na-
tion. We have him on tape, and
this is one tape he will never be
able to claim is doctored.

In the service of his master,
he makes a pretence of believ-
ing what the world does not be-
lieve about the present Kashmir
flasco. His performance may
have made us lose whatever
residual sympathy we had from
a few quarters in the world.

Mushahid further disgraced
our judiciary with the lies he
told about the storming of the
Supreme Court. He told the
world that the Chief Justice of
Pakistan, Sajjad Ali Shah, was
not sacked by his government
but by his fellow judges. He
omitted to say that it was the
government which had insti-
gated the judges to rebel.

Having done such a tremen-
dous Luh on 'Hard Talk,' we can
only hope and expect that in
appreciation of his service to
the nation his tool, the valiant
PTV, will show to the people
how well its wielder performed.

Steve Jobs, Bill Gates and the Internet Revolution

Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton

S the new millennium ap-

proaches, and experts

draw up the list of the
most important inventions of
the twentieth century, the In-
ternet will rank near the top.
Seven years ago, it was a strug-
%]E to send e-mail to Australia,
or instance, from America.
These days, with the explosion
of the Internet, e-mails have be-
come the communications tool
of choice -worldwide.

Apart from its speed and low
cost, the major advantage of
the e-mail is that unlike a tele-
phone conversation, two per-
sons do not have to be con-
nected at the same time. One
may send an e-mail to a friend
or family in Bangladesh in the
morning from eastern USA,
and hope to receive a reply be-
fore the end of the day. Thanks
to the Internet and the web-

sites, we are all truly connected. |

For information on anything
or anyone on earth, we can visit
their website; even the Vatican
and the Pope maintains a web-
site. It is a pleasure, every

- morning to be able go online

and read the day's copy of "The
Daily Star!”

It all began probably in
1976, when Berkeley's Steve
Jobs and Steve Wozniak de-
cided to build a "personal” com-
puter. "The Big Blue" Interna-
tional Business Machine (IBM),
with their mammoth main-
frames dominated the world
computing in those days. Steve
Jobs was a product uﬁhe Hip-
pie counter-culture; he belonged
to a Hare Krishna group and
had made a ritual visit to India.
To him, corporate giant IBM
represented the enemy. He
wanted to do something, any-
thing to harm IBM. Since IBM's
only interest was the eorporate
mainframe computer, Jobs
went the opposite way.

Steve Wozniak was the engi-
neer who built the first com-
puter in Steve Job's garage in
1976. At a trade show in San
Francisco, they received several
orders for their new computer,
Apple. It was then that Woz-
niak realized he could not sell
his computers. He had worked
for Digital Equipment Corpo-
ration (DEC) a few years ear-
lier, and the contract he signed
stipulated that they had the

Internet is the supreme manifestation of the information superhighway.

-Eis the

future. Unless we

embrace it wholeheartedly, get on the superhighway and start moving with it, Bangladesh will
only fall further behind.

first crack at his inventions.

With trepidation, Wozniak went
to DEC and gave a demo of his
“personal computer.” and asked
it they were interested. Barely
able to suppress their contempt,
the DEC chiefs ridiculed him:
"Tell me, Mr Wozniak, what is a
person to do with your personal
computer?”

Freed from the contractual
obligations to DEC, Jobs and
Wozniak were nevertheless, ex-
tremely suspicious when a ven-
ture capitalist wanted to invest
a quarter million dollars in
their garage operation. "What's

the catch?" they asked. Of

course there was none. Even
Jobs and Wozniak were not
fully aware of the revolution

they were about to unleash on
the world!

Apple was lucky. They did
not invent the mouse or the
concept of windows. They
bought it for next to nothing
from Xerox. Xerox was not a
computer company, and over
the objection of scientists who
developed it, gave their tech-
nology away to ApFln::. Instead
of typing several lines of com-
mand, as IBM machines re-
quired, the mouse allowed the
users to simply point at a bar
and click. The concept of sim-
ply clicking at a bar and the
opening of a window of applica-
tion was revolutionary in com-
puting. Xerox management
could not suppress their laugh-
ter as they gave the house away:
"You need our mouse to run
your computer?”

The world’s first truly "per-
sonal"” computer, Apple, took
off like %ang, busters. First came
Apple IlI, then Lisa, named for
Jobs' flower child. (For a long
time Jobs denied paternity.
However, as the head of a major
US corporation, he insisted
that his illegitimate daughter
not be n "Arusha” or "Ravi
Shanker." "Lisa" was his choice
for his. daughter's name and
Apple's next computer. Hap-

pily, daughter Lisa is now a
member of Jobs family.) With
the introduction of the Macin-
tosh in 1984, Apple computer
became synonymous with per-
sonal computing, capturing 30
per cent of the market.

As Apple became more pow-
erful, Steve Jobs lost sight of a
basic business tenet. Specifi-
cally, he forgot about Sony's ex-

perience with Betamax. Origi-
nally. in the late 1970s there
was only one system for the
VCR - Sony's Betamax. With
very clear pictures, Betamax
was far superior to anythin%’ in
the market (even today Holly-
wood films are shot on Beta-
max). However, determined to
dominate the market, Sony re-

“ fused to licence the technolo

to others. Frustrated, a few
other * companies got together
and launched an inferior prod-
uct — VHS — and flooded the
market. Today, Betamax is

dead, and VCRs run only on
VHS.

For someone like the writer,
who grew up using IBM work
stations, the simplicity of Ap-
ple was astonishing! Their op-
erating system was an order of
magnitude better than IBM's.
All Steve Jobs and Apple had to
do was to licence the technology
to others and there would be

only one operating system in -

the world today - Apple's. But
he did not.

This provided an opportu-
nity for a Harvard dropout
named Bill Gates, born the
same year as Jobs, 1955.
Whereas Jobs concentrated on
building computers — hardware
— Gates interest was in writing
the instructions that ran the
computers -software. Bill Gates
had other interests too, that did
not quite impact his working
life — Playboy magazine and Go
Go dancers. :

Setting up shop for his com-
pany. Microsoft, in Albu-
querque, New Mexico, Gates
went to IBM and told them he
had a sysiem for running their

"The PSC report"
Sir, The editorial bearing

the above mentioned title pub-
lished on JdJune 27, 1999 has

drawn my attention. It was
ironically termed the statistics
of the percentage of successful
students of various educational
institutions in the 18th BCS
exam as ‘'interesting'. It ironi-
cally said that "the PSC.....
painstakingly calculated the
percentage of Dhaka University
candidates appearing in the ex-
amination......". It should be
mentioned that, in the age of
computers it is not a painstak-
ing task to calculate the per-
centage. Also, the PSC, did not
calculate the percentage of the
Dhaka University students
only, it also calculated the per-
centage of students of other
universities as well.

According to the editorial,
"since Dhaka University is the
largest of all, it can be assumed
that the largest number of stu-
dents appeared from this uni-
versity and therefore they are
expected to qualify for the
largest number of posts” Yes, it's
true. But 'number’ is not the
main factor, merit should also

 come into consideration as the
BCS is the toughest of all exam-
ination in the country. If 'num-
ber' has been the only standard
for success, then the people
from China, India and
Bangladesh would have been in
the leading positions in all the
affairs in the world since these

o

son to their land size.
there are other universities in

_Bangladesh which are almost

largest num- .
of ;population in compari--
ven .

ain,”" Why the revelation
" Now, one can ask a
counter question, so what is the
problem? One has to start for
the first time and PSC has done
so. Although this revelation
should come much earlier and
we hope PSC will continue such
revelation in future.

At last, it was written: "so
what is the hi% deal in pointing
out a particular university as
the top in a particular examina-
tion belittling other institu-
tions in an unequal competi-
tion?" This comment is self-
contradictory by itself. As it
was mentioned that the compe-
tition is unequal which clearly
indicates that the Dhaka Uni-
versity is superior than any
other general universities in
the country let alone those issu-
ing E][;ruf:ssiunal degrees. So,
Dhaka University's position as
the top among the others is not
unusual and the question of 'big
deal' and ‘belittling others
should not arise at all. .

SM. E etur Raheem
Applied Stlatistics
I i B0
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International
Conference Centre

Sir, Currently, a spate of
controversy is going on coun-
trywide regarding the construc-

tion of Bangabandhu Interna- .

tional Coniference Centre in
Osmani Uddyan by felling
11,000 trees. Various quarters,
especially the environmental-
ists have been continuously

Eressunsing the government to
uild the conference centre
somewhere else.

In my opinion, there is no
need to necessity construct such
a massive conference centre
spending crores of taka only to
host Non-Aligned Summit.
Such expense has to be consid-
ered as misuse in the context of
a poor, developing country like
ours. On completion of the NAM
summit, this luxurious confer-
ence centre will come to no use
excepting some occasional
seminar-symposia. But the gov-
ernment will have to spend a lot
of money for its maintenance
and pay salaries and al-
lowances to its staff-members.
Therefore, instead of construct-
ing this international confer-
ence centre, the NAM summit
can be housed constructing a
huge structure of wood and
bamboo in any open place
around Dhaka city covered with
and decorated by mat, carpet,
cloth, paper etc. This will in no
way tarnish the image of the
country and the government. It
can be mentioned here that the

first NAM summit had been-

held in Bandung, Indonesia in

the year 1955 where there had

not even been a standard lava-
tory which caused displeasure
of many including Jawaharlal
Nehru — the then Prime Minis-
ter of India — one of the leading
architects of the NAM. But for
this the international image of
Indonesia had not been irre-
trievably tarnished.

Md Abdul Jabbar

Institute of Social Welfare and.
Research

University of Dhaka.
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‘much to

computers — Disk Operating
System (DOS). Gates lied, he
did not have DOS. Nevertheless,
upon receiving IBM's contract,
he relocated to his hometown,
Seattle, Washington, and
frantically looked for an oper-
ating system. He lucked out,
and bought a system from a
tiny Seattle computer company
for fifty thousand dollars. That
remains Gates' trademark: to
grow through acquisition, not
invention.

Gates kept on pestering Steve
Jobs for some work for ' Mi-
crosoft. Jobs ignored him. Until
one day Gates revéaled that he
was working for IBM. Natu-
rally, that drew Jobs's atten-

tion. "But | would rather work
for you," Gates said rather mis-
chievously. Jobs gave Gates
Apple's system to work on. A
year later, Jobs summoned
Gates. "People tell me you are
copying our system for some-

thing called Windows?" Ever
the shrewd pacifier, Gates ex-

plained in great detail that
what he was doing had nothing
to do with Apple's operating
system. Once again, he was ly-
ing.

g‘ll.F.F’]'uEn Microsolt's Windows
came out and flooded the mar-
ket, and it was clear to everyone
that it was a poor imitation of

Apﬁle‘ﬂ system, Jobs is supposed
to

ave told Gates, "Our system

is better.” Gates is suc]qust:d to
have replied: "It does not
matter!” alluding to Sony's
Betamax fiasco. Apple Comput-
ers sued Microsoft for patent
infringement and lost - it is too
ect the jury of ordi-
nary people to understand the
intricacies of computer operat-
ing systems, and to convict the
American icon, Gates. ‘
Steve Jobs autocratic ways

were too much for the company
he co-founded with Steve Woz-
niak. In 1985, he was fired. But
Apple went nowhere. Its mar-
ket share dwindled down to 3
per cent, as Bill Gates and his
Windows took over the world.
In 1997, Jobs was back at the
helm of Apple. This time, con-
ceding that the battle with Mi-
crosoft was lost, he made peace
with Gates. Extracting a

romise. not to renew Apple's
ailed suit against Microsoft,
Bill Gates agreed to invest 150
million dollars in nonvoting

Apple shares. 'The tragedy is'

.that Apple's 1985 operating
system is ‘still better than Mi-
crosoft's Windows 1997!

Personal computers at every
home made the Internet revolu-
tion possible. With Bill Gates’
IBM clones looking more and
more like Steve Jobs' Apple, the
processing speed, memory and
communication capabilities of
personal computers increase
continually. Current personal
computers have the capabilities
of supercomputers of a decade
ago. And the capabilities of per-
sonal computer software in-
crease each year.

The Internet grew out of data
sharing by students and Pro-

fessors in the US Universities
through modem, via the main
frame. Soon hospitals and US
government agencies adopted
the good idea for their use. In
no time, it became a world wide
web (WWW) phenomenon,
Technicaﬁ}'. the Internet is a
networked collection of more
than a million computers. In-
ternet connects hundreds of
different types of computers
and computer programmes
from thousands of sources.
to the success of the Internet is a
sel of standards that define the

interconnection of computers
and networks and permit ap-
plications such as electronic
mail (e-mail) and electronic
publishing. The Internet spans
multiple vendors, national
boundaries and regulatory
regimes, making the exchange
and sharinﬁ of information
throughout the world as easy as
a piece of cake.

The Internet has trans-
formed American work place
over the last five years. Em-
ployees send memos to each
other electronically. Although
this may give the impression of
a paperless society, it is not
quite so. People keep hard
copies of memos, and since a
click of a mouse can print hun-
dreds of pages of documents, the
use of paper has actually gone
up. For faster connection to the
Internet, most people like to
\use their computer at work.

The fear ot corporate Amer-
ica, as it flooded offlices with
personal computers over the
last ten years, was that employ-
fcsdwnu]d wastehtlmedduwn‘
oadin rnogra and other
smut gsp?he_v,?gsugfe}é the Net.
That was true for a while. Now
employees spend most of their
Net time buying and selling
stocks and other merchandise
over the Net, and becoming
quick millionaires. Internet
commerce has exploded. Com-
panies like the Internet search
engine Yahoo.com, book seller
Amazaon.com and auctioneer
e-Bay are worth more than
companies like Xerox. In fact.
the joke in the business circle is
that any company with a name
that ends in dot com (.com) is a
winner! Market forecasters say
that Internet companies are
now where Microsoft used to be
ten years ago.

Internet is the supreme man-
ifestation of the information
superhighway. It is the future.
Unless we embrace it whole-
heartedly, get on the super-
highway and start mcrvinF with
it. Bangladesh will only fall
further behind.

Fifty Years Old, or Older?

As a citizen who had
watched [as an adult) the birth
of Awami League, 1 have been
going through some of the con-
tributions in the press on the
occasion of the 50th anniver-
sary of this historic political
party. Now it is the ruling
regime for the last three years
for the second time since inde-
pendence. How does it rate?

Its return to power had many
ups and downs, saéapin energy
in the background of frustra-
tion and sulfering. It was not
easy, and that too after a lon
interval (the lead is margina
compared with the next compet-
ing party). My first impressions
are not very optimistic.

The rustiness and the
flushed passion show. One has
to get out the city's traffic jam to
be on the highway, to get the
bearing of one's journey. The
party has chosen to live in the

t, and focus on this theme to
the current generation/s who
are now adults. Political zeal
and passion have to be curbed
as selling points, when compet-
ing with patriotism, which is
apolitical. The rate of adapt-
ability to any campaign has to
be carefully gauged, as the times
are sensitive, and the general
political awareness and sensi-
tivity are high.

years of pending pub-
licity is enough (in the first
g}:m]: as any overdose tends to
repulsive and irritating. Wh
do we have too much politics
(the AL is not the only culprit).
Life is more than politics, and
the latter is technical, as also
professional; hence the masses
are not directly and acutely in-
terested in the direct blunt mes-
sages, through a direct medium.
The subtle approach has to be
carefully planned to pay divi-
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dend.

It is like the air we breathe,
How many bother about the
complex technicalities in-
volved? Politics should work
from and in the background,
and not dragged to the forefront
and the centre stage. once the
dust has settled down. Space
must be for other activities. The
people must be given the choice
to choose options. The attrac-
tion of democracy is the avail-
abilily of options. But even to-
day the political dust has not
yet settled, hence the: political
parties have to beat the drums;
generating a lot of noise.

For how long? This is an in-
ternal question for the politi-
cal parties and the politicians

. to respond to, for offer the na-

tion the benefits of good poli-
tics. We have to look at the po-
litical roots, and the flowering
of the tree, before counting the
flowers or [ruits. Both the
oliticians and the citizens
ave a common question; what
is the return on the investment?
The economy of life works at all
levels, with or without the
benefit of awareness.
The best option for a citizen
is the development of an envi-
ronment to be able to enjoy neu-

trality (a product of freedom).
He need not carry any flag. But
the style these days is the covert
attempt to hand over a flag to
every citizen. Why the whole
population has to take an active
part in politics? Sometimes the
identity has to be diffused — it
exists; that is enough. There
should be no pressure (power
lies in not using it).

The main accent should on
the present realities. and future
development of the country.
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and not on the party (lower pri-
ority). This stage is an elusive
one in the emerging nations,
because there are many changes
at the foundation phase of the.
growth of a nation. The struc-
ture cannot come up when the
foundations are shifting. The
curing time has to be allowed
for. Any leadership must recog-
nise the limitations of the cur-
rent circumstances, before is-
sues, political or otherwise, are
placed or forced on the public
agendas.

The LDCs do not have en-
lightened electorates. The latter
suffer from several weaknesses

over-population, illiteracy,
and marginal living arcund the
poverty line (impoverishment).
They are not interested in polit-
ical monitoring, assessment,
evaluation: and setting up
judgement values, as the strug-
gle for existence becomes the
prime motivation. The envi-
ronment for better politics is
therefore missing, to the cha-
grin of the political workers.
All of us are working in
cramped environment. Muscu-
lar cramp is a medical sickness;
it does not mean that political
cramp does not exist.

Political impatience might
be damaging to the nation. It
might result in the misuse or
over-use of power. Sometimes
too much is expected from the
electorate, causing misfires.
Idealism and vision have to be
finely tuned for survival in to-
day's fast changing world.
Stagnation or mobility? Rigid-
ity or dynamism?

One last observation: let us
have it in smaller doses; be-
cause first we have to build up
«the capacity; first for the
known, then for the unknown
equations.

-




