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Opposition yet
to finalise
road march
programme

Opposition alliance is yet to
finalise theé schedule for its
proposed road march, reports
UNB.

A meeting of the liaison
commillee comprising BNP,
Jatiya Party., Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Oikya Jote yesterday
discussed the issue but could not
fixed a date for the propose
programime.

"The question of current
monsoon rain-and flash flood
came up for discussion. Further
consultation will take place to
decide whether it would be ap-
propriate to take up the pro-
gramme like road march which
involves both manpower and
money,” a liaison committee
member told the agency.

Sources, howeéver, said that
as the movement has slowed
down for discontinuation of ag-
itation programines, some pro-
grammes would be taken up tlo
gear up anti-government
movement. . :

As part of the programmes
the olgpusitinn may. lay Eieﬁ? to
TV Bhaban and the Home Min-
istry.

The liaison committee will
sit on Monday to finalise the
next course of action. )

BNP will hold a public meet-
ing at Paltan Maidan tomor-
row. Party chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will address the
meeting.

See Page 12 Col 3
Kibria seeks aid
from donors for

power, energy
sectors

Finance Minister .SAMS
Kibria has sought financial as-
sistance from the donars for
development of the country's
power and energy sectar, re-
ports UNB. o

He made the call in a meet-
ing between the government
and the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank on ener
and power sector in the N
gnnference room here yester-

ay. 4
oo Ms Mieke -Nishimizw - Vice-

President for South Asia region
of the World Bank. led the Bank
team at the talks. :

State Minister for Energy,
Power and Mineral Resources
Prof Rafiqul Islam was presefit
in the meeting that discussed
problems and present situation
of power generation, transmis-
sion and distribution in the
courntry.

The donor-government meét
also focused on the steps to be
taken on immediate, mid-term
and long-term basis to resolve
the problems.

"Power is very crucial for na-
tional development of
Bangladesh," said Kibria giving
a resume o various steps taken
for improvement of the sector.

Following unusual system
loss the donors had once put off
funding the sector to press for
necessary reform to get rid of
the power theft and streamline
Its management.

Later, a meeting on finan-
cial-sector reform in
Bangladesh was held there. In
the meeting, the Finance Minis-
ter briefed the team about the
present status of reform pro-
grammes in the sector,

Country Director of the
World Bank Frederic Temple,
Resident Representative of ADB
Phiphaphat Suphaphiphat,
ERD Secretary, Finance Secre-
tary, Power Secretary, NBR
Chairman and Governor of
Bangladesh Bank attended the
meeting.

— Inside Today
Article

Weavers of Lies

by Ardeshir Cowasjee
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Law and Our
Rights

Law reforms in the
light of international
human rights norms:

and Of judges and

justice
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World Bank sets 'borderline'

No pvt sector project

The World Bank has asked
the government not to pursue
any power project with a capac-
ity ol more than 1330 MW in the
privalte sector, saying that the
country could not afford further
power generation in the sector.

The "borderline” for private
sector power generation was set
at a meeting between visiting
World Bank Vice-president
Mieko Nishimizu and the Sec-
retary for power on Wednesday,
sources said.

The "borderline” was set as a
"basie condition” for a 600 mil-
lion dollar WB loan, promised
earlier for a series of unidenti-
fied power projects.

In addition, the WB has im-
posed some other conditions for
the loan, to be disbursed over 12
years.

By Sharier Khan

However, the government
may ignore the WB condition,
the sources said.

“World Bank did not give us
any loan since 1991 and it has
virtually no role in the power
sector in the couniry. Now, it is
not offering us anything grand.
A loan of 600 million dollars
over a period of 12 vears will
not help us bring about any
meaningful change in the grim
situation. Why should we listen
to the World Bank?" said an of-
ficial.

The 1330 MW borderline
means, WB supports the three
barge-mount power projects
leach having 100 to 110 MW ca-
pacity), the 450 MW Megh-
naghat project, the 360 MW
Haripur project and the 100 MW
Baghabari project, the sources

over 1330mw capacity

said.
"It also means that the.

“World Bank does not unso-

licited power projects under the
Western Region Integrated Pro-
ject (WRIP) pursued by Unocal
and another by Marubeni,” the
official said,

The WB calculated that the
country was loosing 0.5 per cent
GDFP every vear due to power
crisis, The DESA and PDB in-
curred a loss of 150 million dol-
lars in 1998,

Besides the 30 per cent
chronic system loss in the
power sector, lack of invest-
mert is responsible for the pre-
vailing grim situation, the WB
Says.

"We'll need more than 600
million dollar investments in

See Page 12 Col 7

The Gynaecology and Obstet-
rics Depariment of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital has
only one set of operation in-

sirnument against a requirement

ol at least 15.

Doctors in most cases keep
emergency delivery patients
wailing due to lack of required
number of caesarean operation
sets that consist of at least 22
instruments. Without the
equipment, the operation is not
possible, they maintained.

Dr Farhana Dewan, a senior
consultant with the depart-
ment, said, "We deal with at
least 15 caesareans (operations)
a day. The patients have to wait
until the single set is ready for
use.”

L caesarean 1s a process by

DMCH obstetrics dept in hambles
15 caesareans a day,

one set of instrument!

By Naimul Haq

which babies are taken out
from the uterus by cutting the
walls of abdomen.

She added: "If we had an-
other set or two, the operation
for the next patient in line
would not have to be delayed.
Just imagine what would hap-
pen if, in case, the instruments
were not in place for use. Pa-
tients would either die or con-
linue to suffer.”

The poor condition of the
instruments and the obstetric
operation theatres was visible
during a wvisit to the hospital
vesterday,

Doctors said they had to take
the risk of operating upon
emergency patients without
having the instruments prop-
erly sterilised.

only

There is no diathermy ma-
chine, one of the most essential
apparatus to check bleeding
during labour. The overhead OT
lights had not been working
properly. Water supply was ir-
regular. Several doctors and
nurses said that they often had
to keep reserve water just in
case,

The two operation theatres
were also inan unhygienic con-
dition. People were wandering
around in the “sterilised zone”
next to the operation theatre.

The corridor floors were in a
shambles with water seattered
all over the floor. There was no
lrace of cleaners around,

“We just put the instruments

in boiling water, but ideally tl'u:_-l

See Page 12 Col 4

Contoversy over death
. of an accused

By Staff Correspondent

A young man drowned in
Mirbagh fheel in the city ves-
terday while trying to escape
arrest, police said.

The viclirn was identified as
Shah Mohammad Tuku, 25, son
of Abu Taher.

Local people, however, al-
leged that Tuku fell into the
Jjheel when a police man kicked
him.

Denying the allegation, po-
lice said that Tuku, an accused
111 a number of criminal cases,
jumped into the jheel when they
were about to arrest him.

According to a number of lo-
cal people, a team of Ramna po--
lice in plain clothes went to
Mirbagh area at about 11.40
am. Tuku, a resident of the area,
along with his accomplices
were gossiping at Mirbagh
crossing,

T=-Bensmg police” presence,
Tuku and his associates ran
helter-skelter to escape arrest

as police chased them.

While others managed to run
away, Tuku and his accomplice
Polash could not. As policemen
continued chasing them, Polash
jumped into the jheel while
Tuku, tried to hide near the
jheel.

But Tuku fell into the jheel
when a police man kicked him,
according to a number of local:
people. However, police were
able to arrest Poiasg.

Fire brigade sources said
their divers rescued an uncon-
scious Tuku from the jheel after
about two hours of the incident,

Tuku was rushed to Holy
Family Hospital where the af-
tending doctors declared him
dead. Later his body was sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (BMCH) morgue for autopsy.

Hospital spurces said tgere
were tiner injury marks-in the
face and back of Tuku's body.

See Page 12 Col 6

10 killed as

in N’ ganj
NARAYANGANJ, July 3: Ten
passengers, including two chil-
dren and five women, were
killed and more than 50 injured
ir a collision belween two buses
at Araihazar thana on Dhaka-

Sylhet highway today, reports
UNB. |

The identity of the victims
could not be known immedi-
ately,

Police said the accident oc-
curred in Palla area at around
noon when a Dhaka-bound bus
from Sylhet collided with a
Narsingdi-bound minibus,
killing ten people on the spot.

Of' the injured, 30 were
rushed (o Dhaka Medical Col-
legre Hospital.

The bodies were seni to

Narayanganj- Hospital mofgue -

for autopsy. A case was filed
with Araihazar police. -~ '

Sex workers gheraoed
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BCS exams near but no move

yet to approve new rules

Implementation of the pro-
posed new rules in the 21st BCS
examination, as scheduled, has
become uncertain as the rules
are yet to be approved by the
Secretarial Committee, highly
placed sources said.

The Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) is preparing lo start
the first phase of the examina-
tion from the middle of this
month, but the Secretarial
Committee headed by Cabinet
Secretary Kazi Shamsul Alam
1s still to sit for scrutiny and
approval of the new rules.

Establishment Ministry
ficials said yesterday that no
date was yet fixed for a meeting
ol the Committee.

The PSC-recommended were
sent to the Committee in
November last year. There was
a series of correspondence be-
tween the two sides in the pre-
vious two years as they differed
Or soime points.

PSC favours 200 marks for
viva voce while the Secretarial
Committee thinks it should not
carry more than 100 marks.

Earlier., the

af:.~

_ two bodies |
agreed that candidates both for

Bv Gobinda Bar

technical and general cadres
would have lo sit for the same
writien tests in all the subjects.

They also agreed that students
who appeared at Degree and
Masler's examinations could sit
for the BCS examination if they
submitted certificates stating
that they had completed their
respective examinations.

Agreement was also reached
on raising the average pass
marks to 50 per cent from 45
per cent now and that there
would be 1o separate psycholog-
ical test as the candidates wuuﬁ:i
have lo appear at a written test
on Mathematical Logic and
Psychological Skill.

Despite consensus on almost
all the issues, PSC stuck to its
earlier position that written
tests should carry 800 marks
and viva voce 200 marks.

PSC suggested that written
examinations in Bangla, En-
glish, Bangladesh Affairs, In-
ternational Affairs, Mathemat-
ical Logic, Psychological Skill.
CGeneral Secience and Technol-
ogy and General Social Science
should carry 100 marks each
and viva voce 200 marks, the

SOUrces mentioned.

When contacted. a PSC
miember said, “The proposed
rules are aimed at avoiding
complexity, reducing time, pub-
lishing the results of BCS exam-
inations in a short time and
making the examinations more
effective for recruitmeni more
efficient civil servants.” But
realisation of these is being
frustrated due lo the Secretarial
Committee's 'unusual delay in
approving the new rules',

Talking to The Daily Star,
PSC Chairman Prof Mostafa
Chowdhury said, “We are ad-
vertising for the 21st BCS ex-
amination this month and it

will be held as per the existing
rules if the new rules are not

passed”.

He went on , "I have already
reminded the chief of the Secre-
tarial Committee, Kazi Sham-
sul Alam, to quickly dispose of
the matter. But if it takes time,
we will go ahead with the pre-
sent rules.”

The committee chief could
not be contacted for his com-
mernt.

Emajuddin Ahmed.

Delhi asking for corridor, not transit

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion yes-
terday expressed the view thaf
lransit to India through
Bangladesh should be allowed
only on a multilateral basis
and not -bilaterally.

They said the current debate
on the 1ssue cannot be termed as
transit because  India wants

Rty 1
7 il g ) 7

BCDA roundtable told

transportation facility through
Bangladesh to north-eastern
India:

The Indian proposal is basi-
cally asking for a corridor fa-
cility because it wanls trans-
port facility fromn one part of iis

country to another through
Bangladesh, they added.
Bangladesh Centre for
Democratic Awareness organ-
i1sed the roundtable discussion
01 "Transit Through
Bangladesh™ at the Jativa Press

A rmuhndtable S8 'Trén:—ut ‘Lhrﬂ-u_gl-*l Banglaéesh‘ organised by Baﬂgl.ladesh Centre for
Democratic Awareness was held at the Jatiya Press Club yesterday. Participants (from left)
are Gen (Retd) Mahbubur Rahman, M K Anwar, MP, K M Safiullah, MP and Professor
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el o

Their ordmls
do not end
with death

From Ehsanul Haque

NARAYANGANJ, July 3 : Or-
deals of a sex worker do not end
with her death.

sShe has to bear with social
vilification and disregard as
long as she is alive. After death.
she is destined to more humili-
ation.

aAuthorities of graveyards do
not allow a sex worker’s body to
be buried in there. Any volun-
tary organization also does not
warnt to take the bodies of sex
workers for burial.

Jesmin of Tanbazar brothel
Is no exception. Her body is now
getting decomposed at the
Narayanganj General Hospital
morgue after autopsy. She was
Eilled at the brothel on Thurs-

ay.

Authorities of all the grave-
yards in Narayanganj have re-
fused to allow Jesmin's body to
be buried in there. A local non-

overnment social welfare

ody, Tanzim Association,
which takes responsibility of
burial of unclaimed bodies, has
also refused to take her body for
burial.

The same thing had hap-
pened to another sex worker,
Mala, who was killed on May
29. Father of the girl took the

See Page 12 Col 7

Club yesterday. Prof Mahbubul-
lah was the moderator of the
discussion,

MPs, academicians; retired
ariny generals, businessmen,
former bureaucrats and jour-
nalists took part in the day-
long session.

The discussants irrespective
of their party affiliation and
opinion opposed providing cor-
ricdor facility to India. They ar-
gued that India cannot be a
trusted friend of Bangladesh as
it has long standing conflicts
with all its neighbours and is
being unfair to them for long.

They said the decision to

rovide transit facility should

e taken after considering
Bangladesh's geo-political, geo-
economical and geo-social per-
spectives and most importantly
national security.

Speakers strongly felt that
transit facility could not take
place between two countries and
it must involve more countries.
The transit modality should be

repared on the basis of multi-
ateral or on a regional basis
for the benefit of all.

They said it will not be wise
to compare the transit issue
with Europe or other regions of
the world because those coun-
tries have equity in all major
seclors, including economic,
political and social. But no

Scepage 11 Col 7

Narayanganj Thana yesterd

Sex workers gherao N'gan;
thana, free inmate

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 3;
Over one hundred sex workers
from two brothels in the town
gheraoed the Narayanganj
thana today and got one fellow
inmate released later.

Police picked up 23-year-old
Sathi from Tanbazar brothel at
around noon today and took
her to the thana,

This sparked off angry
protests by inmates of Tanbazar
and nearby Nimtoli brothels.
They marched to the thana in a
procession and gheraoed it.

BUET
reopens
today

By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET]} reopens today two
months after the authorities

+ closed it for an indefinite pe-

riod lollowing a series of van-
dalism and terrorist activities.

The dormitories of the uni-
versity will open for the stu-
dents at 9 am today while
classes will resume tomorrow.
The suspended examinations of
different terms/levels of differ-
ent faculties will also begin
July 20.

BUET was closed sine die on
April 27 lollowing a massive
vandalism on the campus on
April 25 and 286,

BUET authorities expelled
one student for life, three others
for four terms with two terms
suspended expulsion for their
involvement in the vandalism.

The authorities also ordered
suspended expulsion of 22 stu-
dents for varying periods. The
decision was taken on the basis
of a probe report submitted to
the authorities on May 30.
BUET authorities, however, did
not disclose the names of the
expelled students.

Meanwhile, the All-Party
Siudent Um‘tg (APSU) threat-
ened to launch a movement on
the BUET campus if the author-
ities failed to reconsider its de-
cision,

APSU, a platiorm of four
student organisations of BUET,
has rejected the report of the
probe body and demanded a ju-
dicial inquiry inte the inci-
dents

Power disruption

CHITTAGONG, July 3:
Greater Chittagong area
plunged into darkness for 45
minutes from 10.10 pm tonight
due to a fault in Feni-Comilla
transmission line, reports
UNB.

The power supply was re-
stored at 10.55 pm, said an en-
gineer of the local Power Devel-
opment Board.
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Police then assured them
that Sathi would be released in
two hours.

The slogan-chanting sex
workers went back to the red-
light area.

After about two hours, all
the inmates, numbering about
one thousand, regrouped and
made a bid to come out and
gherao the thana again. Police

T h

WDB road project

Mastaans bring in
'fresh settlers’

for compensation

By Morshed Ali Khan

As the Water Development
Board finalises preparations
for construction of an eight-km
road from Satmasjid to Mitford
oni the Dhaka Flood Protection
Embankment. hundreds of
fresh settlers encroach upon it.

Tender for the project has
already been floated and engi-
neers concerned said it would
cost up to Tk 16 crore, including
‘possible compensation for the
setllers’. Asian Development
Bank would finance the project,
likely to be completed by June
next year, WDB sources said.

Several groups of mastaans
have virtually taken over the
embankment, building
shanties and renting those to
destitute families and individ-
uals. At several points from
Kallyanpur to Lalbagh through

See Page 12 Col 4

Transport strike
in SW region
from tomorrow

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, ‘July 3: South
Bengal Transport Owners Unity
Council has called a 72-hour
transport strike in 18 routes in
the southwestern region from
tomorrow to realise their eight-
point demand, including with-
drawal of VAT imposed on ve-
hicles in the national budget for
1999-2000.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the council at the
central bus terminal here on
Wednesday.

The transport owners urged
the government to accept their
demands by July 13. Otherwise,
they threatened to launch a
greater movement from July 17,

48-hour transport
strike in northern

region ends

RAJSHAHI, July 3: A 48-
hour Iransport strike in the
northern region ended at 6 am
today, reports BSS.

Buses, minibuses and trucks
started plying in all routes

northern districts;

Police control room said
that no untoward incident was
reported from any part of the
district during the strike. -

Police have been deployed at
Rajshahi central bus terminal
to ensure normal movement of
vehicles and maintain law and
order.

Simul Biswas, president,
North Bengal Motor Sramik
Federation, Barkat Khan, gen-
eral secretary, Pabna Motor
Malik Group and Monjurul
Alam Hasu, president, Natore
Bus Malik Samity met Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police Commi-
ssioner Khandokar Shaheb Ali
this morning to discuss the
prevailing transport movement

intercepted and restricted their
demonsiration within the
brothels' boundaries.

Police finally released Sathi
from the thana at about 4:30

Tl

b Assistant Superintendent of
Police Emadul Haq later told
newsrtnern that Sathi was taken
to the thana for interrogation
in connection with the murder
ol a sex worker, Jesmin, at the
Tanbazar brothel on Thursday.

Meanwhile, some members
of the 51-member committee
for rehabilitation of the sex
workers told this correspondent
that none of the inmates would
be evicted before rehabilitation.

The committee, headed by
Hossain, held
talks with owners of the broth-
els. The owners responded posi-
tively, they said.

The committee will an-
nounce its steps at a public

situation in the region.

Two criminals
held in Ctg

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 3: Two
criminals were arrested in the
city today and last night.

Kotwali thana police ar-
rested one Nurul Karim alias
Nuru, 30, from New Market
crossing this afternoon. _

Nuru is a member of an in-
ter-district dacoit group. police
said,

Double Mooring thana po-
lice arrested a terrorist from in
front of Lucky Plaza in Agrabad
area last night,

The arrested was identified
as Shawkat Jahan Raton, 24.
He was wanted in five criminal

meeting by July 16, they said.

cases, police said,
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next week.

A Summer to Remember

Some things are worth waiting for.
Che Duily Star Summer Fashion 799 is about
to hit the stands. Don’t miss this exciting
catalogue of the latest summer wear for
men and women along with the prices of
outfits as well as the names and addresses
of the boutiques. 48 pages in full colour
featuring the outfits and fashion tips to
help you beat the heat with flair and style.

This special publication will come out

Book your copy now with:

Circulation Department, The Baily Star,
House No-11, Road No-3, Dhanmandi
R/A, Dhaka-1205, Phone: 866771-4
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