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UNDATED, July 2 (Reuters/
Internet): French World Cup .
defender Laurent Blanc has said
his surprise transfer to Inter
Milan was due entirely to Mar-
scille no longer wanting him in |
their squad.

‘I have not gone to Inter for
ancial reasons. The sole rea-
son for my departure is that OM
and their trainer didn't want to
keg(f me in their squad,” Blanc
said, '

Uruguay go down

tina ride on Palermo

against Venezuela, said Thurs-
day: "It is a goal that will go
down in history." fin

The action continues Friday
with host Paraguay, held to a 0-
0 draw by Bolivia, meeting guest
Japan in a . mateh the
Paraguayans are under huge
pressure to win in Group A. This
is preceded by Peru vs. Bolivia
in a double bill at the Defenders
of the Chaco stadium.

Colombia, playing the same
neat football as ever but with
more purpose and bite than in
the past, could have won by
more if their finishing had been
better. Hamilton Ricard was the
main culprit, missing three ac-
ceptable chances in the first

"We were daring and oul-
landish," claimed coach Javier
Alvarez. "This is a team that
always wants to score goals and
put on a show.”

They are unlikely to match,
however, the effort by Ronaldo
Assis, which some feel can be

"l was convinced I would
finish my career as a layer in
OM's colours before ming
an actor (behind the scenes) in
the club in the years to come,"
the 33-}rear-nlcf libero told a
news conference, :

"The club ... put me on the
transfer market without warn-
ing me," he said.

"At the France team camp at
Clairefontaine (early in June), 1 ]
was sought again by Liverpool
who had already contac me 1 ;
the previous season,” Blanc
said. ' 3 e Hhgt =

‘I was then surprised and . I -
also very disappointed to learn G
that the club were signing play- j
ers telling them that Laurent
Blanc would no longer be in the
squad next season.” i i

Coach Rolland Courbis said e ST S R e
on Monday that he signed cen- . T SR
tral defender Eric Decroix from = o sty S
Nantes in preparation for
Blanc's possible departure.

Blanc said he was surprised el . Sl ol :
by the s with which the deal o AR
-- sealed at a surprisingly low3 | . & e
million dollars for a 1998 -

World Cup winning player -- -4
was completed. Boeanen R

"I was contacted for the first Yy
time on Friday and I signed in SR
Milan on Monday," said Blanc, | « & e
who is returning to Italy aftera | g ais
spell with Napoli in the early P
1990s.

Marseille fans were outraged :
at the news that the club were | § Ty -
selling one of their best players, T g
a key figure in their return to
the top of the French and Euro-
pean game in the last two sea-
sSons.

Their ire was mainly di-
rected at Courbis, with whom
Blanc appears not to have en-
joved a close relationship or

half. compared to Pele's legendary
Colombia gave 16-year-old ﬁnal in the 1958 World Cup. But

Jhonnier Montano a 20-minute

appearance in the second half.

is more famous namesake
Ronaldo; who scored two goals

ASUNCION, Paraguay, July
2(Reuters/Internet): Boca Ju-
niors' prolific goalscorer Mar-
tin Palermo

claimed his first two goals
for Argentina on Thursday as
the Copa America, which has
made a hugely promising start,
produced two more top quality
games.,

Palermo. a somewhat cum-
bersome looking blond-haired
striker, helped Argentina to a 3-
1 win over Ecuador in one of
two hugely entertaining Group
C games. In the other, a vibrant
Colombia beat Uruguay, who
share Argentina's record of 14
Copa America titles, by a single
goal.

The only black mark was the
two red cards shown to
Uruguay, who had captain
Diego Lopez and Federico Maga-
llanes sent off in the second
half.

The competition has already
provided plenty of fireworks,
including a five-goal opening
match between Peru and Japan
and Brazil's 7-0 thrashing of
Venezuela on Wednesday, a
game that included a magical
goal by 19-year-old Ronaldo
Assis,

ARGENTINA-
ECUADOR

Palermo, who despite his
record for Boca is still a reserve
for his country, was only called
up after European-based
Gabriel Batistuta and Hernan
Crespo asked to be rested.

He staked his claim for a
regular place in the besl way
possible.

Martin Palermo, the Argentina striker is jubilant after scoring his second goal against

Eight minutes later, he the best solution.

In the 54th minute. he re- consulted on tactics.
ceived a crossfield pass from Ecuador at Luque on July 1. —AFP photo "My only regret is not having
his Boca team-mate Guillermo pe won a title with OM," Blanc
Barros Schelotto, pulled the ® ® added,
ball down and then blasted a | ~ Club president Robert Louis-
left-foot shot past Jose Ceval- : Dreyfus had said he was sorry
los, ) to see him go but also that it was

on the turn after Ecuador failed FOZ DE IGUACU, Erazﬂ: R §§ Zamorano having subdued c =
to head clear a free kick from | July 2 (Reuters/Internet): g BaInes. Ml l Sacnflce
Chilean striker Marcelo Salas "We're now in the situation . -

the right. i

Ecuador was far from dis-

graced but paid for poor mark-
ing in defense, which also al-
lowed Diego Simeone to give
Argentina a 13th-minute lead.
After causing the Argentine de-
fense constant problems with
skilful " attacking football,
Ecuador got a deserved consola-
tion in the 77th minute when

was angry on Thursday over

- media claims he had asked for a

team mateé to be substituted dur-
ing the Copa America defeat by

Mexico.
"It's not me who makes sub-

‘stitutions, the coach makes

them," he told reporters.
"I'm asking you if anyone
heard me ask for a substitu-

Chile are always in, needing to
win or to win. That's how it al-
ways is with us;” Salas admitted
after training in Foz de Iguacu,
across the border from the
Paraguavan town of Ciudad del
Leste where group B is being
played. '
Zamorano said: "Yesterday's
defeat was unthinkable, .w

Invain?
UNDATED, July 2(BBC/

Internet): Could United's FA

Cup sacrifice turn out to be as
wasted gesture?

The unprecedented move to

let Manchester United miss

next season's FA Cup is un-

Andrei Shevchenko, Ukraine's ace striker, pos
the Serie A champiuns on July 1 in Milan.

COSTLIEST TRANSFERS

e

R

es with the AC Milan jersey after signing for

—AFP photo

Ekﬂﬁ-’i to. Improve England's LONDON, Ju!yﬁz (Reuters/Internet): Ukraine striker Andriy Shevchenko

didn't expect it." |

tion." Chilean media claimed : [ : i o . ;
| .-Mexican scorer Luis ___Hl;:il‘.-.; f

Ivan Kaviedes scored direct :
from a free kick. - & & §* % g 5aias had been behind the sec- .

ot LG
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xica he | he si ive player when he .

; ' DIA. & =iyl ¥o half - substitution  on & . nandez sald’ his parternshi e 2 . | Mil S25.million ¢ s reeImosed Jlom Dy R ey 40,AC

+ COLOMBIA- ° Y5 hed e S B} 4 ‘gove : IFA - an for .$25. million dollars.on Friday. ;8 | i N

. : AYLIDX © & \H'Wednesday of David Pizarro for g with Cuauhtemoc Blanco wa : verning’ ok Following is & Hst' of fotat il .

URUGUAY the more experienced Fabian s every bit as dangerous as the =" Footba ssociation ollowing is'a list of notable tranisfers in the last 15 years:
Colombia, fielding a new- Estay. Za-Sa pairing. has allowed holders United to Player ~ Year From | To Fee (in dollars)
look team of ‘ynung"p%ajrers af- The 1-0 defeat left Chile, who "We proved it," he said. "With | Sit out the FA Cup so they can Ol tals T : : | Are
. _ face Venerela an Saturdav. ih bit of luck we could have | take part in the inaugural an Vieri : - 1999 Lazio Inter Milan 50.0 million
ter a decade of dependence on - - o e ER 2 e B World Team Championship i Denilson '
stalwarts such as Carlos %ﬂ E‘Ei'ﬁwaégﬂﬁég}mﬂt;ﬂﬁlr; I%Txg G H{ : . G Sﬂu}rfd mnrg. g i | Brazinexd Januaryp p in - 1997 Sao Paulo Betis 350 "
: and in ; ARCELO .8 . ernandez, top scorer wi 4 : : : : .
Eﬂﬁlﬁ%ﬁl ﬁﬁgﬁgy.imhgﬁ. ;i?l% elimination for the fourth sue-  placed teams. HBRLAS six goals in th; last Copa | . The FA believes that by tak- = i aHlelico Madrid L0 2840
Argentina, agreed to rest some | Cessive Copa America. Most worrying was the fail- America two years ago, scored ng part in the new tournament, lh_m . 1997 Barcelona Inter Milan 27.9 "
European-based players afier a . Th*;{ top thé teams in atl?;' ure of the Za-Sa strikeforce to  from a pass by EIIEIHED "-d’-'htp tor- ;‘el;:ilé éf’lt“éﬂﬂ?;mﬂffgﬁg? anﬁ'gg Rivaldo 1997 Deportivo T s 567 4
. ' n with their gl i three lirst round groups qualily ignite, with both Lazio's Salas mented the Chilean delence, : _ : " Andriy Shevchenko : s 2
o .iﬁ%?-n Ennirilla E:icgl:td} the along with the two best third- agnd Inter Milan's lvan creating several more chances. ﬁ:} S:g rggegli%?%gﬂ‘éﬁmPW to At Sh:;er - ;: Dynamo Kiev : AC Mi.Ian 25.0
only goal in the 27th minute but | o« ot o T, e Blackbum Newcastle United 2337
— # ment and on Wednesday they o 1992 5 ¢ " Torne AC Milan 215 "
: B | k @ R d reluctantly withdrew from the Dwight Yorke ' 1998 - Aston Villa Manchester Utd 205"
Juventus asring unaei ONALAOS |op oz 7 " | oo 1906 . PSV Bindhoven " Barcdlona 200 °
. : porters, who have been vocal in | Marcelo Salas - 1998 ~ River Plate Lazio 197"
gEt Ollseh o s W ol A R S Hir;l inc];:lsinn immediately theirlcundemnaﬁnn of the pro- Juan Veron 1998 Sampdoria Parmia 187"
¥ e o caused coniusion in a count posal. .

AMSTERDAM i W@r. where players are generally rg However Fifa's head of Gia@uca viall 1992 Sampdoria Juventus 19.6
2(Reuters !Intﬂmet]: i e:'lia}r ; 2 l‘errfad to by their first names or communications Keith Cooper Vieri 1997 Juventus Atletico Madrid 19.3 ™
fitarcaticaat Susds lfSE;: a nickname and where there is | has warned that United's sacri- Juninho . 1997 Middlesbrough ‘- Atletico Madrid 193 "
s 4 already an overload of Ronal- | fice could be unnecessary. So And

has joimed Juventus ifrom Ajax dos. He dismissed the theory that s G L Monaco Barcelona 190"
iﬂ;&ﬁ?ﬂ. the Dutch club said Th}v.;: Iirguit I‘algnnuskﬂgnaldn Ljréited have improved the 2006 lvan de la Pena 1998 Barcelona Lazio 17.0:7
. was the lirst to be picked when id and insisted the World Dani Garcia g
. ghngﬁi- ear-nﬁd l:llefegdfer g o he was included in the 1994 | Team Championship is a sepa- Enrico Chi s Malrca i 40:0
Nigeria in Jast year's i R st g e R World Cup as a 17-year-old. On | rate issue from who hosts the e . Datipudtl Eerie il
geria in astgrear s World Cup. ASUNCION, July 2 the eve of Lhe tournament a cen- World Cup. Simao Sabrosa 1999 Sporting Lisbon Barcelona 150 "
has signed a five-year contract (Reuters/Internet): Brazilian tral defender by the same name 'l think the two things are Oliver Bierhoff ' - i
with Juventus, who beat com- | soccer was savouring an abun- was called in to replace injured | completely separate,” he said. i i e MR Yl
petition from fellow Italian | dance of memorable Ronaldo Ricardo Gomes. He became "The position on who will | D¢jan Stankovic G RS. Belgrade Lazo 14.0 7
club AS Roma. | moments on Thursday after two known as “"Ronaldao" or "Big | host the World Cup in 2006 will Joerg Heinrich 1999 Dortmtind Fiorentina 13.7 *

Oliseh played 76 times and | players who share the same Ronaldo". be taken by the 24 members of | Roberto : i
'E’i:“{fg nine goals for Ajax, the | name starred in the 7-0 Copa Next year another defender | the executive committee in “ Baggiﬂ o it Juveniug 13,0
t:H 1;:1 prg f&ﬂgﬂtﬁaﬁfﬁ a#% . $rn ericia thrashing of calle;i:l Ronaldo was also se- March next year and the crite- Sinisa Mihajlovic 1998 Sampdoria Laigas 194

_ - enezuela, lected. ria that they choose to apply i "
Cologne, Liege and Reggiana. The more famous Ronaldo, = Rather than change his | entirely thej}; hus?ness." S W e i Darpelona Lo

At Juventus, he will join | who scored the first and fourth [ L name, however, the Brazilian Cooper's comments will add | T rank de Boer 1999 Ajax Amsterdam Barcelona 11,0 *
former Ajax team mate Edwin | goals, produced enough in T media began referring to the | further fuel to the controversy | Marcelo Gallardo 1999 River Plate Monaco 9.4 7
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