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In our social ethos, sweet-!
meats occupy an important
place. For any joyous occasion,
such as marriage, preliminary
formalities belore marriage,
courtesy visits to intimate rela-
tives, good results in examina-
tion, in short, for observance of
any auspicious occasion, dis-
tribution of sweetmeats forms
an essential part of the ethos, so
much so that it is constitutes as
an integral component of Ben-
galee culture. The important
role that it plays in our social
relationships is reflected in the
large number of sweetmeat
shops spread all over the city
and beyond.

The question that has lately
come to the fore in connection
with: our overwhelming prefer-
ence for sweetmeats is; are they
really free from any kind of
adulteration? The real state of
affairs in this context is said to
be far from the truth. It is
widely felt that the various
kinds of sweetmeats beaming
charming and exotic names
sold through numerous chains
of retail outlets have guestion-
able gqgualities. Take for in-
stance, some popular items like
sweet curds and rosomalai'. Ex-
cept for a couple of shops where
these items are said to be gen-
uine, all other retailing outlets,
are widely believed to be subject
to some kind of adulteration in
“these items. Moreover, most
people are fond of sweets made
in some well-known places out-
side the city. Another example
may be cited: What is popularly
favoured as ‘chum chum' of
Porabari is not actually made
in Tangail. It is locally made
and passed off as Porabari's
‘chum chum'

The threat of adulteration of
sweels arises from another
source. Inferior quality of pow-
dered milk smuggled from out-
side is said to be the main ele-
ment of adulteration. Those
who are aware of the inside
story allege that., besides such
sub-standard milk powder,
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Power: VAT
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pay bill is already significant
and they will further dodge
bills,” an expert said.

“Instead of imposing VAT,
the government should have
thought of some meéaningful
steps to increase bill collee-
tion,” he added.

"With the present rate of sys-
tem loss in the power sector,
ou ecan never make PDB or

ESA profitable. no matter
how much you increase the
power tariff. You have to do
what is needed. You must reduce
the system loss.

“For instance, DESA is now
buying power from PDB at the
rate of Tk 1.72 per unit and sell-
ing it-at Tk 2.5. For purchasing
100 units ol power, DESA owes
PDB Tk 172 while it is supposed
to earn Tk 250 by selling the
same.

"But due to system loss,
DESA actually sells 70 units out
- of every 100 units it purchases.
Again, due to poor bill collec-
tion, it is collecting bills for 80
per cent of the 70 units sold. So,
actually it sells around 56
units.

"If DESA charges Tk 2.5 per
unit, it earns Tk 140 from 56
units, leaving a net loss of Tk 30
per 100 units purchased”, he
explained.

“If we can reduce the system
loss to 14 per cent from 30, the
whole economics of DESA will
drastically change. That is
what is needed. People should
not be punished by increasing
taxes to cover up government's
failure in handling its own fi-
narécial problems”, the expert
said,

Down to I
Risks from sub-standard
sweetmeats & ice cream

By A S M Nurunnabi

other ingredients for making
various kinds of sweets, such as
flour. sugar, saccarine, potato,
dalda, some Kkind of chemical
powder undergo adulteration of
some kind or other.

It is alleged that a greater de-
gree of deception is practiced
with regard to sweet curd. Sweet
curds from Bogra are hot
favourites with many. But it is
said that what is passed off as
Bogra's sweet curd is actually
made in Dinajpur locally.

According to an experienced
doctor of a medical college,
these adulterated milk products
pose serious heath hazards for
the consumers, particularly if
such products are made with
milk whose gquality period has
already expired. They may
cause serious ailments in the
digestive system including
death.

It is the duty of the health
authority in the Dhaka City
Corporation to carry out regu-
lar checks on the quality of the
sweetmeats sold at the numer-
ous sweetrneat shops. But so far,
we have little evidence of moni-

toring activity of the concerned

authority in this behalf.

Similar is the case with ice-
cream. A large number of facto-
ries are said to be producing a
huge quantity of ice-cream. Ex-
cept for a few well-known
brands, it is alleged that they
are not complying with the hy-
gienic standards nor are they
using quality ingredients for
producing ice cream. Harmful
substances like non-food grade
dyes are allegedly added to the
ice cream consumed mostly by
children.

The issue can hardly be dis-
missed llghﬂ}r because adulter-
ation and production of such-
standard foodstuff is now a ma-
jor health concern in this coun-
try. The dishonest elements are
innovative enough to find new
ways of cutting costs through
adulterating various types of
foods. Production of low-qual-

ity ice cream is based on the
same motive of making extra
profits by endangering the
health of the consumers. In
most of such cases, the law is
viclated by the factory owners.
Children become the worst
suffers since they are the main
consumers of ice cream. Clearly
no responsible society can al-
low its young members to re-
main exposed to the grave risk
of regular ingesting sub-stan-
dard foodstuft, for that is bound
to have a negative impact on
public health in the long run.
The authorities in charge of
maintaining standard have to
extend their hands a little fur-
ther to get hold of the unscrupu-
lous elements at different
places. Production of poor qual-
ily ice cream may just be a
symptom of an intractable
problem-absence of regard for
public health. However, the
men responsible for production
and sale of poor-sub-standard
ice cream should not be allowed
to ¢ on their unlawful busi-
ness. This also applies in the
case of adulterated sweetmeats.

Lately a furore has been
raised. in Belgium and the
Netherlands over the sales of
deteriorated quality of coca-
cola. a soft drink of worldwide
popularity. The governments of
those countries immediately
came down heaﬁ!i,:l by restrict-
ing the sales of that product.
This restriction was possible
because the governments and
the people of those countries are
vigilant enough to enforce the
prohibition. The fear is that
such prohibited brand of popu-
lar soft drink may find its way,
unless destroyed, into the mar-
kets of poor countries.

The lesson that the con-
cerned authorities of those
countries taught lies in their
constant vigilance and care in
the interest of public health
and so it behoves us that simi-
lar examples are followed in
our country,
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Encroachers occupy
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suffering most. Quoting a 1996
study, Prof Islam said 20.000 to
25.000 people sleep on different
cily pavements.

* There are places in the city
where you won't find any
pavements at all. This is due to
Dhaka’'s rapid unplanned ur-
banisation,” he said.

In the residential areas of
the city where hawkers are ab-
sent, developers are encroach-
ing on the pavements with their
consiruction materials. DCC's
occasional drive to fine the of-
tenders and remove the obstruc-
tions in those has not stopped
the process. The developers
have kept on doing the same.

Sources i1l the Real Estate
and Housing Association of
Bangladesh (REHAB] said that
during the first phase of any
construction. one did not have a
choice but to use public thor-
oughtares. But when the foun-
dation ol a building is laid, the
developer has no reason why he
shiould encroach upon the
roads. '

Rubbish is another thing
that occupies the city footpaths.
DCC has Built hundreds of con-
crete rubbish bins on the pave-
mernts. Most of the time these
are overflown with more rub-
bish littering the roads.

Demountable rubbish con-
tainers of the DCC have also en-
croached upon the pavements
and roads at so many places
with rubbish strewn all around.
~ The pavement along Sonar-
gaon road near Hatirpool cross-

ing was first occupied by veg-
etable vendors. Gradually,
traders built makeshift shops
turning it into a market, very
close to DCC's local office at
Kawranbazar. At one stage, DCC
moved in to build a makeshift
market at the site and allocate
shops.

Nearly the entire stretch of
the pavements on Nawabpur
and North-South roads leading
to the old city have been oceu-
pied by traders in construction
malerials, spare parts of vehi-
cles and various other goods.

Stock dealer

From Page 1
of manipulation against the
company." it said.

The company received sale
order of allotment letters {rom
its clients and sold the allot-
ment letters in the bourse. This
is a normal practice in the
share market, it said.

After receiving complaints
regarding the said allotment
letters, the company communi-
cated with the clients who sold
the allotment letters and all
claims were settled within the
specified time as' per the de-
mand of the DSE,

'DSE acknowledged the re-
placement of cancelled allot-
ment letters without any objec-
tion. It should be mentioned
that the company has no rela-
tionship with JH Chemical In-
dustries Ltd," it said.

Our reply: The Daily Star re-
port was based on a DSE probe
committee report.
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7 Maoists killed
in clash with
police in Nepal

KATHMANDU, July 2: At
least seven Maoist insurgents
were killed in two separate
clashes with police. Arms and
ammunition left by the fleeing
insurgents also were seized, po-
lice said today, reports AFP.

Six insurgents hiding in the
jungle were killed on the spot
when they clashed with police
in Kudukastara in Jajarkot dis-
trict, 390 kilometres (244 miles)
northwest of Kathmandu, Tues-
day. Superintendent Sahabir
Thapa said.

Four Maoist insurgents were
injured by bullets and fled, a
home ministry source said.

A Maoist insurgent was also
killed late Wednesday in
Kavrepalanchok district, 60
kKilometres (36 miles) east of
Kathmandu, when police
opened fire on 150 Maoists at-
ltempting to burn down the po-
lice post, the sources said.

A 60-member strong police
squad left for the remote village
Thursday for investigation.

The Maoist rebels have been
seeking for the past three years
to overturn the constitutional
monarchy and replace it with a
people' s republic. Clashes with
police have left more than 800
people dead.

Planned launch
strike suspended

Bangladesh Passenger
Launch Owmners' Unity Council
yvesterday suspended its indefi-
nite sirike programme, sched-
uled to begin tomorrow after
fruitful talks with Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria in
Lhe evening, a press release of
the council said here last night,
reports BSS.

MQOM activist
shot dead
in Karachi

KARACHI, July 2: Unidenti-
fied gunmen mdary shot dead a
political activist from an influ-
ential ethnic party in Pak-
istan's port city of Karachi, po
lice said, reports AFP. "

The 27-year-old Wagqar
Ahmed; who belonged to the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM). was tound dead in the
city’s southern Delhi Colony
neighbourhood, city police
chiel Farooq Amin Qureshi
said.

He said the vicltimm was
wanted for questioning over
several criminal cases includ-
ing murders:

Qureshi said an investiga-
tion was under way but he added
that he could have been killed
over a political row, '

An MQOM leader, Waseem
Akhter, said his party suspected
Ahmed was killed by police.

Akhter said 10 MOM work-
ers had been killed in police
custlody since the imposition of
direct federal rule in October
last year in southern Sindh
province, of which Karachi is
thie capital.

Agri loans

From Page 1

crore and the bank's recovery
position has already crossed Tk
1000 crore, the source claimed.

When attention was drawn
to the letter sent by the cabinet
division, one high official of
BEKEB said that the division
probably was not aware about
the actual situation in the
banking sector,

The loan recovery position
isclosed at
a press conference very soon,
the official told the Daily Star.

Following the devastating
flood in the country last year,
the government fixed a target of
Tk 2370 crore of agricultural
loans during fiscal '98-99,

The target for disbursement
gri-loans for other banks
and financial agencies this
year are. Rajshahi Krishi-Un-
nayan Bank--Tk 300 crore:
Janata Bank--Tk 250 crore;
Agrani Bank--Tk 300 crore:
Rupali Bank-- Tk 23 crore:
Bangladesh Rural Development
Board (BRDBJ--Tk 495 crore and
Bangladesh Shamoba
(Cooperative) Bank Limited- TK
15 crore.

Murder of hotel
boy: One held

By Staff Correspondent

One person was arrested
yesterday in connection with
the murder of 12-year-old hotel
boy Amir Hossain in the city's
Merul Badda area on Thurs-
days.

Local people caught the man
named Mannan and handed
him over to Badda police.

Meanwhile, the body of
Amir was handed over to his
family members after autopsy
at Dhaka Medical College
Hosptial.

Police said yesrerday the boy
was killed in firing by members
of a gang -- Rohice group. The
started firing when they faile
to find members of “a rival

ang-- Jainal group-- near the

otel where amir worked. The
hotel belongs to a relative of
Jainal.

Armed members of the two
gangs have.been engaged in var-
ious criminal activities like
drug trading and extortion and
cashed with each other, creat-
ing patiic in the area, local peo-
ple said.

Prisoner
From Mage 1

Some policemen of thana in-
formed this correspondent that
the accused was mercilessly tor-
tured by the IO Wednesday
tiight. Deep marks of injuries
were also found in his head,
neck and hands during autopsy
loday.

A first class magistrate has
prepared an inquest report in
which there is no mention of
suicide by the prisoner. ;

The FIR lodged by OC on
April 25 stated that Rabeya was
gangraped and then killed in
the house of Abdul Malek. a
truck driver. Police arrested
Malek, his wife «Jahanara and
daughter Jesmin on April 26,
but Matin escaped.

Lawyers who pleaded for and
against the accused during re-
mand prayer alleged that Matin
was tortured Lo death, But the
AC (north) and OC of Daulatpur
thana have flatly denied the
charge terming it a suicide.

Khaleda
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"Complainls against inclu-
sion of fake voters and manipu-
lating ID cards are coming in to
us [rom various wards of Dhaka
City Corporation and other
places af the country,” she said.

Khaleda was addressing
leaders and workers of BNP and
its: front organisations from
Bagherhat at her 29 Minto Road
official residence.

Stressing the importance of
strengihening the organisation

. for both movement and elec-

tions, the BNP chiel asked her

party activists to make the

party strong across the country

at the grassroots level, sinking "
differences.

The opposition leader said it
was necessary to work out the
strategy for elections alongside
strengthening the organisa-
tional base. |

"Techniques have to be
evolved so that Awami League
cannot capture polling centres,
commit vote dacoeilty and
change election results," she
Said.

The former Prime Minister
also instructed her partymen to
ensure security in poling cen-
tres to enable the voters to exer-
cise their right to franchise
freely. i

Besides, she said. after vote
counting copies of result sheet
of each _pnlﬂng centre, signed
and sealed by respective presid-
ing officer. should be preserved
by party activists.

BCL leader -

From Page 1

Khulna Medial College Hospi-
tal. As his condition deterio-
rated, the hospital authorities
today decided to shift him to
Dhaka. He died on his way.

Police said Chhoton's family
tried to bury the body without
informing the gﬂli{:e. But they
recovered the body today and
sent it to hospital for autopsy.

Local people said that
Chhoton's family did not in-
form the police as the miscre-
ants threatened to kill them. No
case was filed in this regard till
this evening.

—PID photo

PM places
wreath at
Bangabandhu's

mazar

TONGIPARA, July 2: Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina today
placed wreath at the Mazar of
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man on the occasion of the
gnldendiuhilee celebration of
Bangladesh Awami League, re-

ports BS5.

After placing wreath,
Sheikh Hasina stood in solemn
silence for some time as mark
of respect to the departed soul.

She also offered fateha and
took part in a special munajat
seeking divine blessings for the
salvation of the departed soul of
Bangabandhu and his family
members,

Sheikh Hasina, who is also
the president of Bangladesh
Awami League, placed another
wreath on ehaﬂ‘ of her party

along with central leaders and
ministers.

Wreaths were also placed on
behall of different front organi-
sations, including Krishak
League, Sramik League and
Chhatra League.

Gopalganj district, Tongi-
para and Kotalipara Thana
units of Awami League and
their front organisations also
placed wreaths on the oceasion:
Party General Secretary and
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Zillur Rahman, Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed, Water Resources Minis-
ter Abdur Razzak, AL Presidium
member Amir Hossain Amu,
sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim MP
and Krishak League General
Secretary Harun-or-Rashid
were, among others, present.

Ehud, Arafat agree

to meet soon

JERUSALEM, July 2: Prime
Minister-elect Ehud Barak tele-
phoned Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat today, their first
lalk since just after Barak was

“elected six weeks ago, said offi-

cials from both sides, reports
AP.

Nabil Aburdeineh, a top ad-
viser to Arafat, told The Asso-
ciated Press that the two leaders
agreed to meet soon after
Barak's government takes office
next week. He said they agreed
to continue contacts "to move
the peace process forward.”

David Ziso, Barak's
spokesman, confirmed that the
two talked on the telephone but
did not characterize tlI’:E COTIvVer-
sation in any way.

The two had not talked since
Arafat called Barak six weeks
ago to congratulate him on his
May 17 election win. In the
meantime, Barak has been
criticized by Palestinians for
not making contact with Arafat
again.

Barak aides said it would be
inappropriate for him to have

Flood
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Kumarkhali thanas.

Our Jamalpur Correspon-
dent reports: Flood situation in
the district took a serious turn
as Jamuna and Brahmaputra
swelled further.

A large portion of
Tarakandi-Bhuapur flood pro-
tection embankment has been
washed away by flood waters.
Road communication between
Tarakandi and Jamuna Fer-
tiliser Factory has been
snapped.

Incessant rain and onrush of
walers from hills across the
border have also inundated the
low-lying areas in other parts
of the district.

UNB adds: Flood situation in
the district deteriorated further
vesterday inundating low-lying
areas and leaving some one
lakh people marooned.

Water levels in the rivers
Brahmaputra, Teesta. Dharala
and Dudkumar are rising al-
though they are still flowing be-
low danger marks.

Low-lying areas in Sadar,
Mithapukur, Gangachara, Kau-
nia, Pirganj, Badargonj and
Pirgachha thanas have been
flooded due to the incessant
rain.

Tanbazar
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Babul, who was arrested Thurs-
day in connection with the
murder, was placed on a three-
day remand today.

Talking to this correspon-
dent in the brothel today. the
sex workers demanded security
and called for an end to vio-
lence against them.

"Why are they killing us and
looting whatever we have?”
asked a sex worker.

“Stop atrocity against us. We
are living a wretched life here,
cursed by the society,” said an-
other sex worker said reacting
to the threat of their eviction
Irom the brothel.

_ alise the serious cons

any policy talks before he took
office.

The prime minister-elect is
to present his coalition gov-
ernment to parliament for a
vote of confidence next week.
With lawmakers' approval, he
is to take office immediately.

Earlier today, Barak met
with leaders of parties repre-
senting Israel's minority Arab
citizens, who did not join his
coalition, and heard some
tough words of criticism.

hough they back Barak's
intention to reinvigorate peace
talks with the Palestinians, the
parties charged that Barak
missed a historic opportunity
to name Israel's first Arab cab-
inet minister. A leader of one of
the Arab parties said they
would not support the new gov-
ernment in its first vote of con-
fidence next week, though Arab
voters heavily backed Barak,

During nearly six weeks of
bargaining, Barak built a coali-
tion with a comfortable major-
ity in parliament, representing
many segments of Israel's soci-
ety.

KU teachers
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fuelled their agitation.

Students of the university
are not in favour of naming the
hall after Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina or her mother,
as desired by the Vice Chancel-
lor and the honorary treasurer,
the sources said,

The VC was barred from en-
tering his office on Wednesday
and Thursday as the agitating
students took “"control of the
campus” in presence of BDR and
riot police, the sources said.

e VC could not be con-
tacted today for his comment,

Breakthrough
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the hope that India would re-
uences
of a wider conflict and avoid
this perilous course in the in-
terest of peace and stability in
the region," the DCC statement.

It said Pakistan did not want
war, "but if war was imposed,
Pakistan was fully capable of
defending every inch of its ter-
ritory”,

Outlaws
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-geared up to eliminate the ter-

rorists,” he said,

The government has already
constituted a committee to re-
habilitate those who have sur-
rendered so far after the exami-
nation of cases and allegations
against them, Nasim said.

The extremists who surren-
dered today included those from
Khulna and Bagerhat districts
including Khulna metropolitan
area.

Earlier, Mohammad Nasim
laid the foundation stones of
the proposed Khulna Police
Hospital and a six-storey police
barracks at Khulna Police
Lines.

COMPUTER CENTRE

BANGLADESH UNIVERSITY OF ENGINEERING -
AND TECHNOLOGY (BUET), DHAKA

COMPUTER APPLICATION COURSES

The following four courses will be offered at BUET COMPUTER CENTRE
commencing from 17th July, 1999.

Course Course Topics Duration Remarks
No.

i Introduction to Computer | 24 classes. Each class | Minimum qualification is
Systems MS DOS two hrs.; 3 days per | HSC or equivalent with
WINDOWS 95 /98 week good mathematical
MS-WORD 97 | Time: 4-00 to 6-00 PM | background.

MS-EXCEL, POWER| &6-15t08-15PM | Class size: 28. Individual
POINT machine for  each
| - - participant. B

e Visual Basic| 24 classes. Each class | Minimum Graduate with

Programming two hrs; 3 days per | good mathematical
week background & Windows 95
Time: 4-00 to 6-00 PM | experience. Class size: 28

3 Visual Foxpro and| 24 classes. Each class | Minimum Graduate with

Programming two hrs;; 3 days per | good mathematical
week background & Windows 95
Time: 6-15 to 8-15 PM | experience. Class size: 28
4, Visual C ++| 24 classes: Each class | Minimum Graduate with
Programming Language two hrs;; 3 days per | good mathematical
week background. Knowledge of
Time:4-00 to 6-00 PM | programming in any
& 6-15t08-15PM | language is necessary.
- | Class size: 28.

Applications in plain paper with full particulars

stating course topics, academic

qualifications and experience should reach the DIRECTOR, COMPUTER CENTRE,
BUET, DHAKA by 14th July, 1999. Fees for each course is Tk. 6,000/- (Taka six
thousand only) payable by Bank Draft or Pay-Order in the name of "BRTC Computer
Centre Fund, BUET" should accompany the application. The fees includes course
materials, light refreshments, file bags etc. Names of candidates selected on first-
come-first-serve basis would be posted on the Computer Centre Notice Board on 15th

July, 1999.
GD-602

DIRECTOR



