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DRASS, India. July 2: Indian
artillery units in northern
Kashmir began a major bom-
bardment Friday ahead of what
»+  was expected to be the largest
.=| ground assault so far against Is-
. lamic militant infiltrators, re-
ports AFP.

Military sources here said
the barrage was the first stage
in a planned weekend assault
on the strategic Tiger Hills area,
close to the Line of Control
RS S o0l LR 2 TBY i el (LoC) dividing Indian and Pak-
= - _ e 5 PR i ] e f istan-controlled Kashmir.
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5 S S Sl R expected to mark a turning
point in India's seven-week op-
el i s W o 1) g €ration to evict the guerrillas
e : x & - Lo Ay ; who crossed the LoC in early
st iy : B L e " May and set up hill-top bunkers

in Indian territory.
: _ ; ] Tiger Hills' strategic impor-
g Ly tance lies in its dominance of
the main Srinagar-Ley high-
way, which is the lifeline for
the Indian troops fighting in

Kashmir,

As many as 140 Bolors
155mm guns, many of them
brought in from other areas of
fighting along the LoC, pounded
the 15,140-foot high glaciated
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Indian army soldiers at a staging area in the Kashmir battle zone of Drass, on Thursday,
before leaving for a combat station in strategic heights which are occupied by Islamic
raiders from Pakistan. Indian artillery units in northern Kashmir began a major
bombardment yesterday ahead of what was expected to be the largest ground assault so far
against the Islamic infiltraters. — AFP Photo

=== International
Indian forces start assault
on Tiger Hills

peak in Friday's barrage.

Military officials said air
strikes were planned for later
in the day, with initial ground
assaults expected to begin Sat-
urday.

Up to 200 heavily armed
guerillas are believed to be en-
trenched in well-defended
bunkers atop Tiger Hills.

India says Pakistan regulars

are fighting alongside the infil-
trators -- a charge Islamabad
denies.

"We are moving in at least
100 extra Bofors guns for the
Tiger Hills operations,” a source
said in Drass, one of the four
regions in Indian Kashmir
where [lighting has been raging
since May 9.

A military source said the
ground assault on Tiger Ridge
would involve at least three bat-
talions {3,000 men), includin
commandos specially traine
in mountain warfare.

Kashmir has been the source
of two of Lhe three wars between
India and Pakistan since their
independence mn 1947.

Islamabad insists the gueril-

" las involved in the current con-

flict are indigenous Indian
Kashmiris fighting against In-
dian rule.

India detains N
Korean ship

BOMBAY, July 2: Indian cus-
toms have detained a North Ko-
rean ship in the western port of
Kandla on suspicion of carrying
arms for arch-rival Pakistan,
officials said today.

Officials at the Kandla Port
Trust told AFP the ship, Ku Wol
Sun, was detained on Wednes-
day and was currently being
searched by teams from the

Customs and the Directorate of
Revenue Intelligence.

"A team of defence experts
are also expected today to
search the ship,” the nl’ﬁcial
said.

The ship reportedly took on
148 boxes of water refining and
filtering equipment from a
North Korean port, to be un-
loaded at Malta. In addition the
ship had 13,000 metric tonnes

of sugar loaded at Bangkok for
Kandla,
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Indo-Pak conflict

US slams Pakistan, demands
withdrawal of forces

WASHINGTON, July 2: Com-
ing down firmly against Pak-
istan, a House committee ap-
proved a resolution Thursday
demanding the immediate
withdrawal of Islamic forces
that have pushed into Indian
territory in the disputed region
of Kashmir, reports AP.

One supporter praised India
for its "amazing restraint” in

- responding to the crisis, even as

Indian fighter jets and artillery
struck the Islamic guerillas
that India said include Pak-
istani troops.

Opponents said the resolu-
tion was unbalanced, but the
failed in efforts to insert a cal}i
for India to hold free elections

in Kashmir.

"There is no doubt that Pak-
istan has acted in a provocative
manner,” said Rep. Doug
Bereuter, chairman of the
House International Relations
subcommittee on Asia, which
passed the resolution over the
objections of Rep. Dana
Rohrabacher., who said it
should also condemn India.

The full International Rela-

tions Committee passed the
measure on a 20-5 vote a few
hours later, Next it goes to the
full house. i

"This could spin out of con-
trol quickly," said Bereuter,
who  said the resolution was
aimed at préssuring Pakistan
into withdrawing support for
the Islamic guerilla forces that
crossed the "line of control’ set
by a 1972 cease-fire agreement
between the two South Asian
powers, which now have nu-
clear weapons.

India claims Pakistan's
military is directing the incur-
sion by Pakistani soldiers and
Alghan mercenaries. Pakistan
denies its military is invelved
excepl in retaliatory shelling of
advancing Indian forces,

Rep. Gary Ackerman said
Pakistan is clearly the aggres-
sor and India the victim in the
current confrontation... He

raised the Indian government
or its measured military re-
sponse so far but said public
pressure in India for a broader
response would be hard to resist
as casualties mount.

Indian polls to be | e

Sharif holds
key meeting
on Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, July 2: Pak-
istan's Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif held a key meeting of
cabinet ministers and defence
forces chiefs today to discuss

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, July 2: The gen-
eral elections in India will be

Vajpayee told a three-mem-
ber Election Commission,

held on schedule | @8N

the military standoff with In-
dia over Kashmir, a senior gov-
ernment official said, reports
Reuters.

He said the meeting, attended

EY chiefs of Pakistan's Army,

avy and Air Force and a few
ministers, would - discuss
"recent developments" relating
to Kashmir and conclude later
today.

He gave no further details.
Pakistani newspapers said the
meeting was expected to take
some strategic decisions to
handle the present crisis in the
region and assess the country’'s
defences. ! :

Nuclear-capable Pakistan
and India are locked in their
worst standoff in nearly three
decades on Kashmir, over
which the two neighbours have
fought two of their three wars
since pgaining independence
from Britain in 1947.

Rebels kill 10
Hindus 1n

Kashmir
. JAMMU, July 2: Suspected
Islamic guerillas attacked a vil-

lage in troubled Jammu-Kash-
mir “state early Friday, killing
at least 10 Hindus belonging to
two families, police said, re-
ports AP.

This was the third attack
this week by suspected guerillas
who are fighting a separatist

war in India-controlled Kash-
mir.
Then en stormed into

two adjacent houses in Arahi, a
village in Poonch district, and
gunned down six men, one
woman and two children, a po-
lice officer said on condition of
anunymitﬁv.

The village is 5 kilometres
from the ceasefire line dividing
Kashmir between India and
Pakistan. The surrounding ar-
eas have been hit by Pakistani
artillery shelling following es-
calation of tensions between
the two countries.

Clinton urges
Israeli govt to
make peace

WASHINGTON, July 2: US
President Bill Clinton urged the
new lIsraeli government Thurs-
dgi,r to make peace with the
Palestinians, insisting that the
recent elections proved the
people were ready to sign a deal,
reports AFP. _

"The best way for the Israelis
to have lasting security is a ne-
gotiated peace based on mutual
respect,” Clinton said in a joint
press conference with tian
President Hosni Mubarak.

He said he intended to host
Israel's new Prime Minister
Ehud Barak at the White House
soon and that Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu's defeat at the polls
represented the Israeli public's
desire to press on with the Wye
Hig:r accords reached last Oc-
tober.

After six weeks of negotia-
tions, Barak -- a career soldier
-- finalized a coalition govern-
ment Thursday that unites
around a pro-peace platform
parties of the lelt and right, sec-
ular and ultra-religious.

While the coalition is a
volatile mix of parties, the gov-
ernment will be so large that no
single bloc is in a Fnsitiun to
destabilise it or topple Barak.

Clinton stressed his com-
mitment to the negotiations,
saying: I've been up to my ears
and eyeballs in this peace pro-
cess since the day I took office,”
but he would not elaborate on
what he is offering -- or threat-
ening -- the parties.

He did, however, condemn
the Israeli settlements as
"provocative,” and urged the in-
clusion of Syria and Lebanon in
the process.

Mubarak, who said he was
also ready to meet with Barak,
expressed optimism the new
leader will propel the process
forward.

"We hope that we could fin-
ish or reach a final status in
one year. One year and a half is
quite a lot of time for negotia-
tions,” he said.

Mubarak, who arrived in the
United States on Saturday, met
Wednesday with members of

Congress.

held on time in September de-
spite the Kargil standoff with
Pakistan.

This was announced here to-
day by the country's Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Manohar
Singh Gill after a 30-minute
meetirig with Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee who is
understood to have conveyed
the Euvernment's green signal
for the elections. 0.

Emerging from the méeting,
Gill told reporters "We are going
ahead and finalising the elec-
tion schedule which will be an-
nounced at an apprnprlqu
tirme."

Gill's announcement sets at
rest speculations about possi-
bility of holding of parliamen-

tary elections on time because
of the Kargil conflict,

which called on him, that as far
as his government was con-
cerned there was no move to
seek a postponement of the elec-
tions as it was hopeful that
Pakistani intruders would be
evicted much before the polls.

Under the Indian constitu-
tion, the new parliament has to
be constituted by the third week
of October.

The meeting between Vaj-

“**payee and the BEleéction Com-
mission delegation was also at--

tended by Home Minister L K

_Advani and Exterpal Affairs
¥ Ii}rlater Jas ﬁﬂh .
he Electlo mimission

will meet representatives of six
national parties tomorrow for a
final round of discussions in
the run up to announcement of
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the poll schedule,

yesterday. Gill

Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (C) with India's C
Gill (L) and Election Commissioner Kritshmurthy (
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said India would go to the polls as slated in late September. — AFP Photo

.........
...........

hief Election Commissioner M.S.
R) during a meeting in New Delhi

Seven killed in fresh
violence in Turkey

ANKARA, July 2: Seven peo-
ple were Kkilled in suspected
Kurdish rebel attacks in two

.eastern Turkish provinces

hours after a bomb in an Istan-
bul coffeehouse injured three
people; media reports said to-
day, reports AFP.

Meanwhile, security offi-
cials in the southeastern Ana-
tolian province of Diyarbakir
said that 22 Kurdish rebels and
four members of the Turkish
security forces had been killed
in fighting in Hakkari, Bat-
man, Bingol and Sirnak
provinces.

The officials did not say
when the fighting took place but
noted that operations were con-
tinuing to "ensure safety and
peace in the region."

In the eastern Turkish
province of Elazig, a man and a
woman aitacked a cafe with
machine guns around 10:30

governor Lutfullah Bilgin told
the NTV news channel. Five
people were wounded, includin
a policeman who was in critic
condition, Bilgin said.

There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for the
attack, but officials suspected
Ocalan’'s Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK] to be responsible,

Later on Thursday, at
around 11:15 p.m (2015 GMT). a
%mup of Kurdish rebels opened
ire with automatic weapons on
a police check-point near a
brothel in Van province. in
eastern ‘Anatolia, Anatolia
news agency said. A 26-year-old
police officer was killed, and a

second officer was wounded.

Earlier Thursday. three
people received minor injuries
when a bomb exploded in a cof-
fee house in Istanbul's Gazios-
manpasha district, located on

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness
leave Stormont Castle  buildings, Belfast, late on
Thursday, after another marathon talks session ended in

adjournment.

— AFP Photo

Fifth day of N. Ireland talks

Blair, Ahern trying to
broker agreement

BELFAST, July 2: British
Prime Minister Tony Blair re-
turned Friday for a fifth and
probably final day of peace
talks in Belfast still hoping to
broker a last-minute agreement
on paramilitary weapons, re-
ports AFP.

Despite signs to the con

from Northern Ireland's rival
-party

Jeaders. Blair's
spokesman insisted there was
still "every chance” of a deal.

_The failure to agree on the
pace, timing and verification of
paramilitary disarmament has
casl a huge cloud over last year's
Good Friday accord.

Fourteen months after the
deal was signed, the deadlock
continues to block the forma-
tion of a power-sharing de-
volved government for the
province.

"We're still talking about a
deal, with every chance," Blair's
spokesman insisted.

"If there's not a conclusive
agreement today [Friday), there
will be a plan put forward for a
conclusive agreement.”

Blair and his Irish counter-

statement later on the future of
the peace process.

That will be after they have
consulted the parties to see if
they can come up with andy last-’
minute compromises and stud-
ied a report on disarmament by
John de Chastelain.

Neither Blair nor Ahern
made any comment as they ar-

. rived for the talks at Stormont,

outside Belfast.

Moments later the Canadian

general turned up, a::arl'_',.rinlg'l a
single blue file, to present his
report.

The premiers were expected
to geresent a plan they consider
to be the right way ahead, draw-
ing on proposals the parties put
forward themselves but failed
to agree with each other.

Protestant Unionists refuse
to form the government without
the IRA handing over any
weapons, and do not trust the
Irish Republican Army's %nllti—
cal wing Sinn Fein to ge able to
give such a antee.

Sinn Fein has conceded, sig-
nificantly, that the IRA must
decommission, but that is not

N. Korea proposes five-point plan to
avoild naval bloodshed with South

SEOUL, July 2 : North Korea
today tabled a list of five de-
mands to avoid naval clashes
on its disputed sea border with
South Korea, warning. that fail-
ure to adopt them would result
in further bloodshed, reports
AFP.

"The United States and the
South " Korean authorities
should get a clear understand-
ing of what our warnings
mean,” the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency said.

The demands, revealed by
the agency as a five-point plan.,
were presented at a tension-re-
ducing meeting of North Korean

*and United Nations generals in

the border truce village of Pan-
munjom. j

They called for the United
States and South Korea to re-
verse their recogaition of the
Yellow Sea maritime boundary
separating Lhe two Koreas, to
withdraw ships from the dis-
puted area and for Seoul to halt
alleged intrusions into North-
ern waters,

South Korean gunboals last
month sank a North Korean
torpedo boat and seriously
damaged at leasl live other ves-
sels in a high-seas clash on the
disputed border line, known as
the Northern Limit Line (NLL).

North Korea told generals of
the United Nations Command
(UNC), which oversees the tense
armistice which ended the
1950-53 Korean conflict, it did

not recognise the NLL.

It also alleged that South Ko-
rean warships had made 63 in-
cursions into Pyongyang's wa-
ters in the area since the June
15 gunbattle, an incident which
nelped scuttle inter-govern-
ment talks between the two Ko-
réas this week. ;

"More serious bloodshed will
be inevitable unless the (South
Korean) battleships' intrusion
into our side's territorial waters
is checked.,” North's Korea's
chief delegate to the talks Major
General.Li Chan-Bok said.

Reports here said the North
repeated a demand for Seoul to
apologize for the gunbattle and
a demand for direct military
talks with the United States,

Di's death
Al Fayed's appeal

rejected by

French court

PARIS, July 2: The Paris
court of appeal today threw out
a petition by Egyptian busi-
nessman Mohamed Al Fayed,
who contended that Princess
Diana's death was the work of
the British intelligence service,
reports AFP. :

Al Fayed's lawyers appealed
to the court earlier this year to
order interviews of a British
diplomat and three secret ser-
vice agelils -- one ol Lien Amner-
ican -- after the magistrates in-
vestigating the August 1997
crash announced the inquiry
was wrapped up and rejected
their demand.

Al Fayed, the owner of the
British luxury store Harrods,
has repeatedly accused British
intelligence of being behind the
deaths of Diana and his son
Dodi, as well as their driver, in
a car crash in a Paris tunnel.

He has accused the British
establishment of never having
been able to accept the idea that
the mother of their future king
was living with a Muslim.

The inquiry determined that
Diana a.rufl;I Dodi died when their

art, Bertie Ahern, who has
enl co-chairing the talks with
him. were due to make a joint

enough for Unionists who want
the terror group itself to make

the pledge.
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Kim leaves for US: presigent kim Dae-jung left

for Washington ?resterday to shore up support from the Clinton
administration for his policy of engagement toward North Ko-
rea. AP reports from Seoul.

Kim is scheduled to meet President Clinton over lunch Fri-
day in his third visit to Washington since he took office 16
months ago. He also plans to speak with William Perry, Clin-
ton's point man on North Korea.

[I]{eggae star Dennis Brown dead:

rown, a former child star who became known as the
Crown Prince of Reggae, has died. He was 42, AP says from
Kingston.
Initial re [
tions cau by respirato roblems, but his cause of death has
not been confirmed, 5313' gaﬂ Davis of the University of the
West Indies Hospital. Brown rose to prominence during a 1970s
wave of reggae singers that included Bob Marley, who intro-
duced reggae music to listeners worldwide. Brown released
more than 50 albums and a string of hit songs beginning with
"No'Man is an Island." which he recorded in 1969 at the age of
12.

rts suggested Brown died Thursday of complica-

Mercedes, travelling at high
speed and chased by press pho-
tographers, hit the 13th pillar
of the Alma Bridge road tunnel.
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US against lifting of |§Ahd )

sanctions

UNITED NATIONS, July 2:
The United States said Thurs-
day.it would oppose lifting UN
sanctions against Libya — re-
gardless of the outcome of a re-
port by Secretary-General Kofi
Annan on whether Libya de-
served to be permanently free of
the measures, reports AP.

Annan's report, which could
be released as early as Friday,
comes three months after the
Secunty Council suspended the
sanctions on April 5. when
Libva turned over two suspects
wanted in the 1988 PanAm
bombing over Lockerbie, Scot-
land.

The report isn't expected to
specifically recommend
whether the Security Council
should now lift the air and
arms embargo, which were im-

osed in 1992 to compel Libyan
eader Moammar Gaddafi to
turn the suspects over, UN offi-
cials say.

Rather, the assessment is
expected to be more a progress
report on Libya's compliance
with all elements of UN resolu-
tions that would highlight the
good [Jrngresa Libya had made
in delivering the/ suspects for
trial in the
diplomats said,

Neitherlands,

on Libya

UN resolutions, however,
also demand that Libya coop-
erate with the trial and pay
compensation to the families of
the 270 victims of the crash if
the two suspects are found
guilty. Annan cannot address
those requirements before the
trial is completed, and already
the start date has been pushed
back to February, 2000.

"We do not believe that the
council can agree to lift the
sanctions at this point because
there are several requirements
that relate to cooperation with
the investigation and the trial
that are embedded in the resolu-
tion," De?ut_ US ambassador
Peter Burleigh told a news con-
ference Thursday.

"At a time like this, we think
it's premature simply to talk
about lifting.” he said.

The United States was also
holding out for demonstrations
that Libya had renounced ter-
rorism, another resplution re-
quirement, US officials have
reflused to publicly say what

T r—

they want Libya to do beyond
Tripoli's public statements and
official letters saying it doesn't
support terrogism.

MJEDA, Albania, July 2:
Refugees from Kosovo are
streaming home from tempo-
rary exile, cnnvergin% on as-
sembly points from all over Al-
bania, reports AFP,

Late Wednesday some 300,
exhausted and disoriented, ar-
rived in the station at Mjeda,
northwest Albania, the first to
take advantage of the free repa-
triation being organised by the
UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.

Burdened down with large
quantities of baggage, including
tents, blankets and cooking
utensils, they got down
painfully from a rusty train
with broken windows to be
taken in charge by North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation
troops.

"We left Durres at midday,"
said Nexhimje Berisha, 63, re-
ferring to a port on Albania's
central Adriatic coast. "The

journey was very hard,. espe-
cially for the children, but we're
happy to be going home."

‘I hope il's the last stop be-
fore Kosovo,” added Ermira
Krajka as she sat on the station
platform holding a nine-
month-old baby.

On leaving the train the
refugees were directed to impro-
vised registration offices, to be
given stickers of different
colours relating to the various
regions of Kosovo.

To begin with only those
from Pristina, the capital.
Prizren and Urosevac in the
south, which are deemed larﬁeij,r
safe from mines and booby-
traps, are being allowed home,
so only black, white and yellow
stickers are being distributed,.

The returnees were then di-
rected to tents set up near the
station to spend the night, be-
fore boarding buses for Kosovo.
Their luggage was to be sent

Kosovar refugees streaming home

separately aboard NATO trucks.
- NATO peacekeepers have
catalogued more than 100 sites
in Kosovo where ethnic Albani-
ans are thought to have been
massacred and buried.
German peacekeepers in west-
erm Kosovo on Thursday put on
show a mass grave where more
than 100 people are buried — the
latest in a string of atrocities
they say were performed by
Serb forces,

A bright yellow child’'s shoe
lay among the freshly turned
earth of the complex of mass

aves that German forces have
ound in the small village of
Celina, some 20-km from
Prizren, Kosovo's second city.

The shoe, together with
women's clothing strewn
around the edge of the village,
was a painful reminder of the
terror of fleeing .refugees
shortly before they met their
death. _

the European sector of the city,

E.m. (1930 GMT) on Thursday,
i NTV said.

lling four people. provincial

Off the Record

Big B tops star list

NEW DELHI: Former superstar Amitabh Bachchan has been
voted the ]greatr:st ever star of stage of screen by an interna-
tional poll of users of BBC's internet news online service,
pushing British actor Sir Lawrence Olivier and. American
aciress Marylin Monroe into secorid and ninth place. says PTI.

Bachchan's win in the 'your millennium' poll carried out by
BBC, in which classic comedian Charlie Chaplin finished
fourth, will come as a surprise to man aple in the western
world who may not have even heard 'Dly tﬂzﬂﬁﬁ—yearnntd ‘an
young man' of Indian cinema, a BBC release said here }restercgg.

One of Bollywood's biggest stars even today, Bachchan has
appeared in over 100 films in three decades. it said, adding he

ayed many violent anti-heroes and was admired by women
or his handsome looks and deep voice.

The 'Big B' was not the only Bollywood star to reach the top of
the list. Govinda was voted in};L numr ten. -

The polls also proves the international appeal of Bollywood
which is producing films that nowadays are being seen in
Russia, China, Africa and the Middle East. BBC said.
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her guest American actor George Hamilton (R) on the eve
of her 70th birthday at an exclusive party at a Manila
hotel late on Thursday. : — AFP Photo

'Imelda celebrates
birthday in style

MANILA: Former Philippines first lady Imelda Marcos
geared up for a second straight night of part gg yesterday as
she celebrated her 70th birthday having dnd‘g jail on fraud
and tax evasion charges, reports AFP,

The widow of the deposed dictator Ferdinand Marcos doled
out three truckloads of free rice to residents of a depressed
central Manila district in the morning, ahead of two evening
parties planned at a five-star hotel here.

She had been out carousing the night before, dancing with
US actor George Hamilton and singing love songs with the
cream of Manila's rich until past midnight at a hotel rooftop
restaurant which commands a view of the international fi-
nancial district of Makati.

"The truth has prevailed,” she declared on radio station
DZEB,; referring to the Supreme Court decision last October
which acquitted her of graft charges and saved her from a
possible 12-year prison term.

Thursday night's sumptuous revelry, and the two parties to
follow this night, serve as the unofficial return to the local jet
set of a magnetic and once all-powerful woman who along with
her late husband made the Guinness Book of World Records
supwsedldv as world-class thieves.

"We did not violate the human rights of fellow Filipinos. We
did not steal anything,” she said yesterday, urging the gov-
ermment and the courts to drop the remaining criminal charges
against her and civil suits against her late husband's estate.




