The Nation _
Tk 6.09 cr project

under progress
for development

of Dhaka Zoo

Fisheries and Livestock
Minister A S M Abdur Rob told
the Jatiya Sangsad yesterddy
that a Tk 6.09 crore project was

taken in 1996-97 fiscal for the

overall development of Dhaka

Zoo, reports BSS.

Replying to Kamal Ahmed
Majumder
ister said work on this

said, there is a high powered
committee for the overall de-
velopment, reforms and man-

agement of the Dhaka Zoo. The

commitiee renders necessary

advice for sound management,

expansion and modernisaiton
of the zoo, he added.

Moreover, a task force
headed by a Joint Secretary
the Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock has been constituted
for sound management, re-
forms and beautification of the
z00. The task force will visit the

zoo from time to time and ren-

der necessary advice for the
overall development and beau-
tification of the zoo, he added.

APB newsmen to
observe token
hunger strike

Saturday

Leaders of Bangladesh Fed-

eral Union of Journalist and
Dhaka Union of Journalist at a
meeting yesterday expressed

concern over the failure of APB
management to remove the
deadlock in the news agency
within the deadline given ear-
lier, reports UNB.

They urged Beximco Media
Chairman Salman F Rahman
to resolve the existing crisis of
the news agency before his visit
to London on July 5 with the
Prime Minister.

The APB unit of DUJ organ-
ised the meeting in its news-
room in protest against the ha-
rassment of journalists by the
APB authorities.

They urged the authorities to
reopen the APB office; with-
draw the transfer order of four
journalists and restore conge-
nial atmosphere in the news

agency.

Chaired by APB unit chief
Nesar Ahmed, the meeting was
addressed, among others, by
BFUJ general secretary Akhter
Ahmed Khan, DUJ president
Altal Mahmood, vice-president
Ashraf Ali, general secretary
Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, joint sec-
retary Rokeya Kamal, publicity
secretary Jawaherlal Das,
sports and cultural secretary
Gulshan Akhter, elderly dnur-
nalist : Sheikh Rakibuddin,

Mosaddeque Al-Mahmud and S

iy g

..Mein'whilﬂ; APB journalists’
decided to observe a token!

hunger strike at Jatiya Press
gluh from 9 am to 5 pm Satur-
ay.

Global Young
Leaders confce
in US July 12

Sadia Ferdus of Aberdeen,
Scotland, United Kingdom has
been selecied to attend the
Global Young Leaders Confer-
ence in Washington DC on July

12. It will conclude in New York

city on July 22, according 1o a
press release received here yes-
terday.

This leadership develop-
ment programme will bring to-
gether outstanding young peo-
ple from around the world to
build critical leadership skills
in a global context.

The Global Young Léaders
Conference is sponsored by the
Congressional Youth Leader-
ship Council. a nonprolit, non-
partisan educalional organisa
tion. .Founded in 1985. the
Council is committed to foster-
ing and inspiring young people
to achieve their full leadership
potential. Over 370 members of
the United States Congress join
this commitment by serving on
the Council's Honorary Con-

gressional Board of Advisors.

REZAUL KARIM REZA  ZAKIR PANCHAYET
PRESIDENT GENERAL SECRETARY

Sharankhola Jubo
Kallyan Samity
formed

A meeting of the Sha-
rankhola Jubo Kallyan Samity
was held in the city on Tuesday
with its convenor M Zakir Hos-
sain Panchayet in the chair,
says a press release.

A 17-member new commit-
tee of the samity was formed
unanimously with Md. Rezaul
Karim Khan Reza and M Zakir
Hossain Panchayet as president
and general secretary respec-
tively.

Other office-bearers of the
committee are: Vice presidents:
Md. Jasimuddin Talukdar and
Sheikh Asaduzzaman Asad:
joint secretary; Md. Wadud
Howladar: organizing secre-
tary: Md. Manirul Islam Babul:
Treasurer: Md. Manirul Islam
Manir; publicity, office and
publication secretary: Md. Nu-
rul Haque; social welfare secre-
tary: Md. Nazrul Islam Mithu;
women's affairs secretary: Ms.
Heaven and sports and cultural
secretary: Md. Alim Al-Bari
Limon; Members: Md. Shahidul
Islam Faruk, Shahidul Islam
Dulal, Shahidul Islam Shahid,
Md. Farid Ahmed, Md. Ja-
hangir Hossain and Md. Belayet
Hossain.
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Opposition lawmakers protest defence purchase

'Govt turning armed forces into

supplement

... Opposition lawmakers in
Parliament Wednesday accused
the government of turning the
country's armed forces into a
supplementary force of the In-
dian army and taking kick-
backs from buying Mig-29 and
Frigates, reports UNB.

They also charged the Prime
Minister with nepotism and
?uiilicisatinn of the armed
orces bﬁr a;iapnintlng her rela-
tion as the chief of army and ex-
tending the tenure of the Air
chief.

The scathing criticism came
when BNP and Jatiya Party
MPs moved cut motions on the
allocation of Tk 3111,27,76,000
for the Defence Ministry for fis-
cal 1999-2000.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria, who moved the demand
on behalf of the Defence Min-
istry in Parliameni, said the
present government wants to
build up a modern and powerful
army lor the interest of the
country's independence and
sovereignty.

Whip Mashiur Rahman, Ma-
jor (Rtd) Akhtaruzzaman,
Alamgir Haider Khan. Gazi
Mohammad Shahjahan and
Shahidul Islam of BNP and GM
Kader of JP spoke on the cut
motions.

They protested the purchase
of Indian-made Leyland Trucks
for the  Bangladesh Army.
Frigates from South Korea and
Mig-29 from Russia at higher
rates "in exchange of kick-
backs."”

Mashiur Rahman alleged
that the army has been made
subservient and a supplemen-
tary force to the Indian army.

_Referring to the purchase of
Mig-29 from Russia, he claimed
that Mig-29, which could be
vas purciasec at olo i

 (dependent onIndia since spare

parts for this Mig-29 are pro-

duced in 1 2
u?‘fﬁﬁut nc{ﬁe purchase ofl

s
x |_|. -

deficewhen 50 per cent of the

Frigates: from South Korea,
Mashiur Rahman said FBCCI
president Abdul Awal Mintoo
and an MP had negotiated the
deal in buying Frigate from Ko-
rea at a cost of Tk 10.5 crore
each. :

He charged the government

of buying Indian-made four-ton

Leyland Trucks at a higher
price of Tk 19 lakh each, which
could be bought at Tk 9 lakh
each. He said the Leyland
Trucks are not fit for the
Bangladesh Army.

Referring to the Prime Min-
ister's intention to install an
army brigade in Sylhet sur-
rﬁundqd by India, Mashiur said
Lhe Prime” Minister perhaps is
suflering from India phobia. If
so, how the Prime Minister
went to buy Mig-29 from Russia,
a friend of India.

Major [Rtd) Akhtaruzzaman
(BNP-Kishoreganj) said he does
not oppose increase in the De-
fence budget, but opposes when
the army is being turned into a
subservient force of India.

He suggested restructuring
the country's Defence system
keeping in view the Defence sys-
tem of India. .

The retired Major, who is
also a member of the parlia-
mentary committee on the De-
fence Ministry, asked: "For
whose interest the Mig-29 were
purchased?"

Alamgir Haider Khan (BNP-
Chandpur) accused the Prime
Minister of appointing her rela-
tion as the Army Chief and ex-

.tending the tenure of the Air
-

chief.

GM Kader (JP-Lalmonirhat)
questioned the wisdom
spending Tk 3,111 crore, 10 per
cent of the total budget, for the
unproductive sector like De-

§ige ~ population is living under ‘the
bE T poverty line~without
- mEdim =k Wk NE T .

He asked: "Whom af_e we
irying to appease by establish-
ing new cantonments when a

of -

food and-
Iy

ary force of Indian army’

poor man even can't buy
packet of oral saline of Tk 27"

Shahidul Islam (BNP-
Jhenidah] alleged that
Bangladesh's Defence system is
being guided by the Indian De-
fence Ministry.

He said all ‘military hard-
ware, used by the Bangladesh
Army, are based on India. The
Mig-29 purchased from Russia
cannot even fly for three min-
utes and failed to do anything
against the NATO air atlack in
Kosovo, '

Gazi Mohammad Shahja-
han (BNP-Chittagong) said that
after liberation, the Awami
League government had de-
stroyed the strength and image
of the Army by raising the
Rakkhi Bahini, which finally
failed to protect Sheikh Mu-

a

jibur Rahman in 1975.

Delending the budgetary al-
location for the Defence Min-
istry. Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria wondered how the oppo-
sition could oppose a powerful
Defence force for the country.

About the Indian-made
Ashoke-Leyland trucks, he said
former Army Chief General
Mahbubur Rahman, now a BNP
leader, had proposed to buy
these trucks. He said another
General Bhuivan made the pro-
posal for the Frigate. '

Responding to the criticism
about the Mig-29, the Finance
Minister asked: "Does the oppo-
sition not want to see a power-
ful Air Force?" He said alter in-
dependence, Bangabandhu built
up the devastated Air force by
procuring Mig-21 from Russia.

"We may be poor, but people
of this country are ready to
make any sacrilice for protect-
ing the independence. and
sovereignty of the cou '

Finance Minister told the Par~

liament.
Later, the demand for the De-
fence was passed by voice vote.

_|';_'-

Bangladesh Nuuj.u Mablik Sanuty

.a press conference in the VIP Lounge of the Jatiya Press Club in the city yestérday ahead

of their countrywide strike beginning tomorrow,

Bangladesh Water Transpor

¥

Jwners

ssoctation! held

—otar photo

. Weather@
e M S R e A e P P D LI N S5
Moderate rain likely

Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by tem-

porary gusty wind is likely at most places over the country
heavy to heavy falls at many

moderately
Chittagong. Dhaka,
today, reports UNB.

with
places over Barisal,

Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions till 6 pm

Day temperature may fall by 1 to 2 degree Celsius over the

country, Met Office said.

The country's highest tem
recorded yesterday at Rajsha
Sylhet and Satkhira.

The sun sets in the city
day at 5:15 am.

Maximum and

rature 31.4 degree Celsius was
and the lowest 23.4 degrees at

today at 6:50 pm and rises on Satur-

minimum temperature and humidity

recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City /Town temperature Humidity in
in Celsius : perceritage

Max Min Morning = Ewvening

Dhaka 26.8 24.7 93 1 7
Chittagong 28.8 24.0 2 89
Rajshahi 31.4 23.8 a3 100
Khulna 28.2 24.3 93 97
Barisal 26.5 23.8 98 100
Sylhet 27.8 23.4 g7 4
Cox's Bazar 282 2472 96 89

Obituary

Immediate past president of
Inner Wheel Club Raushan
Jamil Tania Chowdhury, wife
of retired nutrition scientist of
ICDDR.B Mujibur Rahman, died
of cancer yesterday at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH). She was 48. reports
BSS.

Tania was the only daughter
of late Abdur Razzak Chowd-
hury, the Adamjee Literary
Award winner novelist and Edi-
tor of the now-defunct Dainik
Barta.

Her qulkhiwani will be held
on Saturday alter Asr prayers
at Home Builders Plaza, 36

! Mirpur Road, Dhanmand;i.

Chhatra Sama;j
holds rally

Jatiya Chhatra Samaj (JCS).
the student wing of Jatiya Party
(M-M]). brought out a procession
on the Dhaka University cam-
pus yesterday hailing the JP's
newly elected chairman and
secrelary general, reports UNB.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury and Anwar Hossain
Manju were elected chairman
and secretary general respec-
tively of the breakaway party of
Jatiya Party at its national
council in April this year.

After the procession, they
held a rally at the foot of ‘A-

parajeyo Bangla'at 11 pm.

UGC budget
okayed

The 91st meeting of the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) was held on Wednesday.
The Chairman of the Commis-
sion Prof ATM Zahirul Haq was
in the chair, says a press re-
lease.

The budget amounting to Tk
203.38 lakh & 234.23 erore for
UGC & universities respectively
for the year 1998-99 and pro-
posed original budget amount-
ing to TK. 220,33 lakh & 238.75
crore for UGC and universities
respectively for the year 1999-
2000 were discussed and finally
approved.

The meeting was attended b
UGC member Prof Anwarulla
Chowdhury and Prof Mes-
bahuddin Ahmed and acting DU
vice-chancellor Prof Sheikh
Shahdada Ali, VC of BAU, Prof
Muhammad Hossain, Prof
Khalilur Rahman Chowdhury,
Dean JU and Prof A K M Abdul
Kader of BUET. Secretary and
all directors of UGC were also
present in the meeting.

68,788 arrested
during country-wide
combing operation

The members of the law en-
forcing agencies arrested a total
of 68.788 persons including 751
alleged terrorists in the last 70
days during the on-going coun-
try-wide combing operation,
reports BSS.

Official sources said the
combing force comprising po-
lice, BDR and Ansar arrested
35,264 warrantees and 32,012
others accused during the oper--
ation, which began on April 21

* ' this year.
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Law & order

From page 12 :
Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim claimed that the police
administration was discharg-
ing its duties neutrally and
without any influence of any-
one. “The present government
has taken steps to curb terror-
ism by rising above petty party
interest and act neutrally.” he
atlded.

Refuting the opposition alle-
gation that there are two police
administrations, he said, there
were two OCs during the rule of
Begum Zia and not now. There
is only one uniformmed OC in
cach thana and one SP in each
district,

He said double standards
fiad long been prevailing in the
country, but the present Awami
League government is trying its
best to avoid it, “We have noth-
ing 1o do if courts grant bail to
one person and deny it 1o oth-
ers. Bul 1 can assure you that [
never make any phone calls for
granting bail,” the home minis-
ter said in response to BNP's
reference to their lawmakers
Alamgir Kabir and KM Obaidur
Rahma.

Mohammad Nasim claimed
all untoward ‘incidents perpe-
trated by members of the law
enforcing agencies were inves-
ligated and putl on trial as per
the law of the land. Police have
arrested a good number of sus-
pected killers of JSD leader
Kazi Aref Ahmed and Runner
Editor Mukul of Jessore, and
the Udichi bomb explosion in-
cident, also in Jessore.

Referring to British high
comniission’'s circulation that
advised its women citizens not
to go to police stations, alone,
the home minister said after
the incident he called the
British high commissioner and
he said that il was issued on the
basis of wrong information.

On deterioration of law and
order, he said country's overall
law and order deteriorated after
some senior army officers,
usurped power, illegally.

He sought cooperation from
the opposition to improve the
law and order situation in the
country. "We are going to place a
new law in parliament which
will have the provision of
summary trial of terrorists:
armed hoodlums, snatchers
and criminals. | seek your all-
gut cooperation in passing the
law,™ Nasim said and added
that it would be helpful for the
government to curb crime if the
law is passed unanimously.

Major Hafiz suggested
forming an independent body to
investigate into criminal inci-
dents cornmitted by the law en-
forcers. He said inquiry by po-
lice to investigate against an-
other policeman can not be fair
at all:

‘He said terrorism ecould
never be stopped if the ruling
party continued to blame the
previous governments and nar-

and asked the government niot »
lo use the police for illegal ac-
tivities, _

Hafiz gquoting ‘an US state

British high commission's cir-
cular said the Awami League
government 18 now interna-
tionally known as a “terrorist”
government and terrorism took
a new dimension since the AL
assumed power.

The BNP lawmaker alleged
that a large portion of police
force is now engaged against the
BNP and their only duly is lo
file false cases, arrest and ha-
rass the opposition leaders and
activists.

"We have confidence on the
police department and a major-
ity of the police personnel are
slzrilled. but they are not able to
discharge their duties neutrall
due to politicisation and illega
orders of the government,” he
said.

AL MP Akhteruzzaman al-
leged that BNP was ousted from
power lwice alter failing to curb
terrorism and maintain law
and order. He alleged that the
BNP when in power sponsored
state lerrorism.

He said the process to estab-
lish rule of law has started
through the trial of the Banga-
bandhu Killing and said terror-
ism can be eliminated if the
BNFP cooperates with the gov-
ernment sincerely.

BNP member Sadek Hossain
Khoka said the home minister
does not look into the matters
of this (home} ministry as he
remains busy most of the time
with another
(telecommunication) ministry.
*There is no example in the
world that the home minister
holds two portfolios. How law
and order situation will im-

rove il he (Nasim) spends 24
EGUI‘E for another ministry 2,”
he questioned. _

Referring to killing of a man
in the court premises, death at
DB office, rape at JU and other
heinous acts, he said these in-
cidents clearly proved that
there is no law and order and
there is no security of life in the
country. He alleged that on an
average five people were bein
killed everyday in the capita
city, alone,

Amanullah Aman of BNP
said those who always move
under tight police protection
cannot realise the real situa-
tion of the country. He said rule
of law cannot be established
through maintaining double
standards.

Abdul Latif Mirza of AL
claimed that the law and order
situation have improved sub-
stantially since Mohammad
Nasim took over charge of the
home ministry. He alleged that
BNP-backed JCD killed some
138 Chhatra League aclivists in
five years of BNP rule in the
Dhaka University campus.

Chief Whip Abul Hasnat Ab-
dullah, who made the proposal
on general debate on law and
order, said the AL government
has given top priority lo im-
prove the law and order situa-
tion,

He said the insurgency in
CHT has stopped permanently
through the peace accord and
terrorists in the south-west of
the country have started return-
ing to normal life due to the ef-

forts taken by the government,

Punish

From Page |
year, another tiger escaped
death at Baiddyamari bazar in
Sharonkhola thana . It report-
edly strayed into a human set-
tlement near the forest last
week.

Local people said the liger
was troubling them, prying on
their cattle and chicken. They
drove the tiger back to the Sun-
darbans, forest officials said.

But the reported venture of
the tiger raises questions like
why it had been trying to pick
cattle or chicken.

Wildlife expert Abdul Wahab
Akhonda says, "The tiger's be-
haviour appears to be contra-
dictory. It would not venture off
his abode for food unless it has
some problem at its turf”,

Khasru Chowdhury, a jour-
nalist-writer who conducted
studies on tigers in the Sundar-
bans for long. says “The tradi-
tional foraging grounds for the
animals are coming under
threat from encroachers.”

Shrimp fry collectors are in-
truding repeatedly into the for-
est, They are destroying and
disturbing the eco-system that
sustains tigers, creating prob-
lem for them in collecting
food.

He also said, "Food habit of
Lhe tigers could be changing as
shrimp cultivators are expand-
ing their farm areas, encroach-
ing upon not only forests but
also grazing lands for cattle.
The result is that many cattle
are dying due to malnutrition
and their carcasses are thrown

poachers

into rivers. The tigers tasting
such easy food are developing a
taste lor cattle and making l%r-
ays into the neighbouring vil-
lages for the food”

A FAO- sponsored study by
Kirtiman Tamang, a Nepaﬁ:s&
American expert who carried
out a survey in 1994-95 says
there are 360 tigers surviving in
the Sundarbans. His report
which relied on previous stud-
ies by Heinriche and Blaumfeld
siressed ‘better management of
the tigers to help them survive'.

An integrated resource de-
velopment of the Sundarbans
reserved forest by the UNDP-
FAO in 1998 recommended
proper wildlife management
under project tiger’,

he recommendations
siressed bio-diversity manage-
ment, captive animal breeding,
reintroduction, protected areas
and boundary demarcations for
effective sustenance of the ani-
mais.

But the Forest Department
which is the sole custodian of
the forests including its flora
and fauna lacks required man-
power and eqluipmeut. Even the
two tranquiliser guns it re-
ceived from FAO in the eighties
have never been used to tame
stray tigers and shift them to
their abodes. "The tranquiliser
darts' active life span expired
long ago and those were never
replaced”, an official said..

Experts suggest that there
should be an independent au-
thority to effectively manage
the wildlife in the country.

Dangerous game

From Page 1

allowed Dr. Chowdhury to
speak only after the budget was
passed, and not before, as
wished for by the latter. So
what prevented the Honourable
Specaker from standing firm on
his ground? Will the Speaker
kindly let us know?

Second reason why we com-
ment on this topic today is that
we think the politicians are
playing a very dangerous game
with our religion. The Prime
Minister and all the ministers
and ruling party MPs who
spoke in the House, and all
those activists who took to the
street know very well the con-
tenil, the meaning and the spirit
of what the deputy leader of the
opposition said. The House
records clearly prove that the
question of Dr. Chowdhury in-
sulting the Prophet is at best a
figment of imagination, and at
worst a calculated misinterpre-
tation and vicious distortion of
a speech only to gain what may
dppear to be political mileage,

_but is in fact legitimising op-

portunistic use of religion in
our politics: And that is the
dangerous game that we want to
warn all our peliticians about.
Please stop, using religion in
politics. We have had enough of
it Irom the days of Pakistan till
today: It haried Both dur reli-
gion and our politics. Here
again the Speaker let us down,
He could have easily looked
through the records and put a
siop to the distortion saying
that Dr. Chowdhury never said
what he was being accused of
saying. That would have ended
the matter.

To be true to the issue at

hand we must add that it is the

Awami League and its leaders
who were customarily at the re-
ceiving end of use of religion in
politics. It was Awami League
against whom a vicious propa-
ganda was carried out by the old
Muslim League in the Pakistani

days and the BNP recently that .

AL was an anti-Islamic party
and that huture of our refi)gmn
will in jeopardy if it ever came
Lo power. It was no less a person
than Khaleda Zia who had said
that "If AL came to power then
the sound of Azan (Muslim
prayer call) will be replaced in
our mosques by Uludhani
[sounds associated with Hindu
prayers). |1 distinctly recall see-
ing BNP wriling on city walls
during the elections that if AL
came to power then we will be
foreed to wear dholi in place of
lungis. The nationalist slogan

.ol "Joy Bangla" that inspired

and mobilised us to fight
against the Pakistanis and a

cry which was in the lips of ev-
ery one of us, freedom fighters,
was later denigrated and delib-
erately made to appear to be a
Hindu slogan. This 'war cry'
that resonated from every nook
and corner of Bangladesh and
from the heart and soul of every
freedom loving men, women
and children. during our libera-
tion war was forcibly pushed
aside and equated with Joy Kali
or Joy Hind, by the succeedin
regime in the post '75 period,
including the BNP.

The AL appears to have
learnt to play the 'religion”
game and is paying the BNP
back in its own coin with
vengeance. [ my memory
serves me right, it was Dr.
Chowdhury himself who ac-
cused the AL of indulging in
“Fire worship” when a particu-
lar type of lamps were lit to in-
augurate some function. BNP's
altempt 1o use religion to gain
political grounds did not work,
Nor will AL's, What happens in
the process is that politics in-
stead of becoming modern, sci-
entific and in tune with the dy-
namics of an ever-changing
world, becomes backward look-
ing and veers towards obscu-
rantism; full of retrogressive
symptoms. The only gainers are
those who exploit religion and
the religious sentiments of our
people to gain political power.
Parties like the RL and the BNP,
who are based olificially on
modern ideas and democratic
principles and who have a lot to
offer to our people only jeopar-
dise their own future when they
use religion in politics. As an
example of how politics be-
comes retrogressive when mod-
ern parties use religion for petty
gains, consider Dr. Badrud-
doza's own reply to the distor-
tion of his speech. He said he
does not need to learn to be a
good Muslim from the likes of
"Ajoy Kor and Balaram Pod-
dar.” He has clearly brought a
communal tinge to the debate.
Why suddenly bring a Hindu-
Muslim angle to this contro-
versy. AL, quite unfairly in our
view, has accused him ol show-
ing disrespect to our Frophet
Now he in his atiempt to get
back at the AL deliberately dis-
torts and brings a communal
angle to hit back, further dis-
torting the issue,

We call upon both sides to
desist from playing this dan-

erous game of using religion
or political gains and to give us
a modern and scientific politics
fit for the 21st. Century. At the
very least, if you cannot solve
our problems, please don't bring
I New ones,

s

Flowers

“Frou page 12

tion in lamily members,. keep
them in the poverty trap. Mal-
nutrition and preventable dis-
eases and starvetion are the
cause of such high rates of in-
fant mortality. Since the prob-
ability of children surviving
into adulthood is low, they f[eel
the need to have more children
to survive into adulthood.
These children are then used as
assets who are sent off to earn
for the family. And these are
the 'vagrant' children who beg
and sell flowers on the streets.

They operate in a society dif-
ferent in itself. TI’IE{ have never
been taught anything worth
learning. The monotonous rep-
etitions of sob stories are what
they leel is the norm. The chil-
dren have been brought up in
such a culture where the need
for money and food determines
their actions. Selling flowers,
to them isn't any better than
begging, in terms of respect and
dignity.

Potential customers often

feel that it is the way that these
children sell flowers that deter
them from bu them.
- "If a child with a smile of-
fered to sell me flowers in a
cheerful way, there would be no
way that | could refuse,” said
one such customer,

Another said, "If, instead of
nagging and aggravating people,
they were satislied with a sim-
ple 'yes' or 'no’, they may well
sell more."

The problem is that these
innocent children do not know
this. They are doing what they
have seen their parents do and
they from theirs. There is a
chain, which passes on be-
havioural characteristics onto
the next generation, and they
have no choice other than to
take that up as well. And it is
this lack of knowledge that
turns flowers into stones.

Daily allowance

From page 12

cially the peasants and workers
“Once elected. an MP becomes a
king, But do not forget that be-
fore election. each ]puur day
labourer is a king. All of us ap-
proach them for votes as po-
litely as possible.”

The PM. however. did not
say anything about the BNP
leader’s statement that she and
her party MPs had received re-
muneration and allowances
without attending a single sit-
ting of parliament for some 18
months.

The Law minister took the
floor again to suggest that the
proposed bill should be allowed
to be moved. “Let it go to the

arliamentary body concerned
or scruliny. The Opposition
MPs can speak out their minds
in the committee meeting. Be-
sides, they will have another
scope to give suggestion when
the bill will be brought back to
the House for discussion.”

Al this stage. BNP legislator
Salahuddin Kader Chowdhu
took floor. "Yes, I do agree wit

the Prime Minister's observa-
tion that the sense of integritx
varies from person to person,
Chowdhury said. "You have
our definition of integrity and
}rhave mine. Not only that you
took salaries and remuneration
for 18 months without attend-
ing the sessions. The AL legisla-
tors took those for the period
between August 15, 1975 and
November 1975.7

Speaker Humayun Rashid
Chowdhury then asked the law
minister to move the bill for
sending it to the parliamentary
committee for scrutiny. The bill
will be brought back to the

Hotuise on Sunday.

—_—

Water level of most.
rivers rises

Most of the rivers in the
Ganges, Meghna and South-
Eastern Hill basins recorded
rise due to light to heavy rain-
fall in different places during
last 24 hours, reports BSS.

According te Flood Infor-
mation Centre, the Padma in
the Ganges basin registered fur-
ther rise by 27 cm at Pankha, 33
cm at Rajshahi, 42 em at
Hardinge Bridge point. 10 cm at
Goalanda and 11 em at
Bhagyakul..

e Surma at Kanaighat and
Sunamganj and the Khowai at
Habiganj in Meghna basin are
flowing above ‘their respective
danger levels.

€ Brahmaputra-Jamuna
registered further fall by 12 em
at Chilmari and slight fall at
Noonkhawa. The Jamuna
recorded fall by 3 cm at Seraj-
%anj while it registered rise by

2 cm at Aricha. The Dharla at
Kurigram registered fall by 4
cm. -

The Buriganga at Dhaka
registered rise by 20 ¢cm and
Sitalakhya at Narayanganj ob-
served turther rise by 13 cm. All
the rivers in this basin are
flowing below their respective
danger levels,

e Muhuri recorded slight
rise at Parshuram while the
Halda remained steady at
Narayanhal. The Sangu regis-
te sharp rise by 150 cm at
Bandarban. The Matanmuihuri at
Larma also registered further
rise by 52 cim. All the rivers in
this basin are flowing below
their respective IIEIIIHEFTEFEIB.

Flood
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bandha thana have been inun-
dated with deterioration of the
overall flood situation in the
district. :

Daurabari. Sindurni,. Pati-
kKapara, Char Dubni. Bara-
khata, Goddimari. Sheikh
Sindur, Haldibari,” Kishayma,
Dauabari, Thanjhara, = Pit-
tikata, Chhayani, Doani, Paru-
lia and West Haldibari villages
were submerged tollowing the
onrush of waters from upper
catchement and incessant rain
during the last seven days.

Court complex
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area.

‘We have already informed
the higher aduthorities through
proper channel about the neces-
sity of deploving well equipped
and trained snlicernen on the
court premises.” he acdded,

The magistrate also sug-
gested that security outside tﬁﬂ
court should be beefed up as ac-
complices and rivals, of many
criminals roam in the court
area and any uritoward incident
like ‘Azad killing’ could happen
any time.

A bigh official of South Zone
of Dhaka Metropelitan Police
admitted to The Daily Star that
more policemen should be: de-
glnyed in the court area where

0 to 30 thousand people gather
every day. -

Khaleda opposes
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cided to buy Indian wvehicles
which were disqualified at the
preliminary tesis, she said.

"Such introduction could
weaken the strong artillery per-
formance of our patriotic and
efficient armed forces, she ap-
prehended. Moreover. it would
cripple the dynamic armed
forces if India refrains from
supplying necessary spare parts
for the vehicles.”

There was also allegation of
irregularities and corruption in
buying Russian-made Mig 29
aireralt for Bangladesh Air
Force, the BNP chief noted in
the statement.

Russian government first
approached Bangladesh to
barter its 16 aircralt for 12 mil-
lion US dollar each. "But, for
reasons not known, the gov-
ernment has changed the deci-
sion and decided to purchase
eight aircraft through local
agents, giving four million
more US dollars for each one.”

These planes need major
maintenance and overhaul af-
ter {lying 250 hours and as
Bangladesh doesn't have its
technical facilities, it has to de-
pend on India for spare parts
and upkeep, the BNP Chairper-
son said.

In the statement Begum Zia
also criticised the alieged graft
in the purchase of modern
frigate fighter ship for Bang-
tadesh Navy.

The Opposition leader urged
the government to rescind the
Run: ase deals lor Leyland ve-

icles and Mig-29,

Walkout
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As Prof Chowdhury com-
pleted his statement, Tofail
Ahmed got the floor, but the op-
position members started
shouting in protest of allowing
him to speak and at one stage,
they-walﬁgut out of the parlia-
ment session.

Tofail Ahmed said Awami
League never tried to use reli-

ion for political ends and al-
eged that 'rather it was the
BNP chief who in her election
campaign had warned that if
Awami League was voted to
power, there would be no
mosques and madrasahs in the
country and ulu dhwani' would
be heard from the mosques.”

He said such allegations
were repeatedly made against
Awami League in a "svsleinatic
manner” for more than 21 years
despite the {fact that the party's
President Sheikh Hasina starts
her day with Fazr prayers,
recitation from the Holy Quran
and most of Awami League MPs
have performed Haljj.

A large number of treasury
bench members raised their
hands to support Toflail
Ahmed's comment.

The minister alleged thal
"Prof. Chowdhury has an old
habit of comparing his leaders
with great men.” He guoted a
newspaper report in which the
opposition leader compared
BNP's founder Ziaur Rahman
with Khalit Hazrat Omar [R).



