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Globilisation and Security Linkages

TTEMPTS at linking
globalization to security
may raise eye brows be-

cause globalization wusually
refers to liberalization of
economies and integration with
the global market. But if any-
thing, the demise of the Cold
War has led to a widespread re-
alization that human security
is not threatened by frontier
and military centric issues
only. A wide variety of issues
tend to affect human security at
different levels — global, re-
gional, national, group and in-
dividual — both positively and
negatively. The notion of secu-
rity today is not confined to a
protected border or the assur-
ance of a well-prepared army, It
describes a wide variety of con-
cerns and re-assurances. At the
cost of sounding little bit tauto-
logical, it may be said that the
single most contributing factor
to this universalization of se-
curity experiences is the process
of globalization. Thomas
Friedman of the New York
Times has observed. "Globa-
lization is the next great
foreign policy debate. Yet, as
the debate expands. it gets more
confusing. Is globalization a
source of econornic growth and
prosperity, as most economists
and many in policy community
believe? Or is it a threat to so-
cial stability and natural en-
vironment, as a curious mix of
interests ranging from labor

adwocates to
environmentalists ... argue?”
Indeed, post-Cold War secu-

rity discourse displays diverse
trends. On the one hand, one
witnesses a paradigm shift
from conflict-based security to
cooperative and common secu-
rity. On the other hand, security
concerns of societies have deep-
ened for a variety of reasons,
and nation-states’' search for
conventional security contin-
ues all the same, leaving the
level of defence spending at a
relatively higher level than
would have been the case under
the notional paradigm shift.
Arguably, therefore, the linkage
between pglobalization and se-
curity, in both paradigmatic

and practical terins, warrants
more rigorous lreatment. How
and to whal extent globaliza-
tion has subsumed developing
regions like South Asia and has

changed the nature and tenor of

securily discourse has not been
gu]b ected to serious scholarly

eli
of divergence of the stages of so-
cial, political and economijc de-
velopment. impact of global-
ization may not be the same for
individual countries in a re-
gion. Therefore, country per-
speclives also warrant indepth
deliberation.

Globalization and

Security Linkages

The linkage between global-
ization and security may be
viewed in a self-sustaining and
cross-cutting way. For example,
economic liberalization in a
conducive and secure political
environment facilitates the
emergence of an elite class who,

in turn. creates new demands -

for more economic liberaliza-
tion. New contacts and interna-
tionalism, in the process, in-
fuses a sense of security in the
nation as part of a collectivity.
But then penetration of more
and more economic actors and
the resultant increased volume
of transactions put pressure on
the state capacity and an

faulty or unpopular deal will

lead to resentment and protests,

The process of globalization
may be impeded in the process.
In what follows, the different
facets of the linkages are
brought in.

Globalization bolsters secu-
rity: Globalization strengthens
the sense of security of states,
societies and individuals
through opening the path for
export-led growth. revolution-
alizing communication, pro-
moting democratic values and

' Eracuces worldwide, protecting

uman rights, replacing a coop-
erative international relations
for place of conflicts and use of
force. Collective security is
promoted by shared interests
and concerns, and by creating a
nexus of multilateral institu-
tions. (Bhabani Sen Gupta, 1987

ration. Secondly, because
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Globalisation, Security and Civil Society

Imagination is more important than knnwledge;

by Abdur Rob Khan

Globalization endangers security of the peripheral communities when it -b_eeames a tool ta“thnse

who wield power. It is argued that globalization always tends to be elitist and capital centric and

is devoid of peripheral economic, political, social concerns.

:). Interstate wars seem to have.

become obsolescent ta the ex-

tent the people recognize that

success in gaining world mar-
ket shares has replaced territo-
rial acquisition as the means to
survival. (Strange, November

1997). This is not to suggest that

inter-state wars are not hap-
pening and will not happen. To
the old causes of conflicts,
newer ones like resource ex-
ploitation, access to and shar-
ing of water and renewed ones
like irredentism are being
added. But the fact remains
that equally forceful counter-
vailing forces to create disin-
centives for waging wars have
emerged. Business "abhors con-
flicts and prefers conditions of
political stability” (Babu, 1998).
It is said that,

“...current emphasis on glob-
alization would lead one to be-
lieve that world security de-
pends on current account bal-
ances and exchange rate poli-
cies. While this may be over-
stating the case, cynically dis-
missing ‘global economics
would be wrongheaded...” (Book
Reviews in Current History,
November 1997).

Globalization also raises se-
curity concerns: The same glob-
alization process, however, is
increasing tensions, instability
and sense of insecurity of na-
tions, societies and incﬁﬁdua]s
through increasing the propen-
sity of interventions, resur-
gence of ethnic, group and
communal feelings, poverty
and marginalization, replace-
ment of traditional but stable
value systems, proliferation of
small arms, fast degrading re-
source base and environment,

Another way in which eco-
nomic liberalization may lead
to ethnic and communal or
even in-country regional ten-
sions is commercial exploita-
tion of natural resources

threatening the natural habitat,
culture and livelihood of
particular communities.

Other Linkages: With global-
ization, there has been a nar-
rowing down of the dichotomy
of the role of the developed and
developing states in so far as
providing security to the people
is concerned. [Mills, 1997) In
the Cold War era, the developed
states were perceived to be able
to provide security against ex-
ternal threats, internal threats
as well as threats from hunger,
malnutrition, diseases, unem-
ployment and other hardships,
Not only the developing states
could not provide these forms of
security, the state itself has
been viewed as a source of inse-
curity to its people through cor-
ruption, oppressive insiru-
ments, and also for rent seek-
ing and extraction activities,
and other forms of bad gover-
nance,

Some common grounds have
emerged because there are
commeon fears and issues that
cannot be tackled by military
means, which transgress state
as well as political, ideological
and religious borders. “In a
contradictory fashion, security
issues are becoming both per-
sonalized and globalized. Per-
sonal security fears — particu-
larly poverty, drugs, health
matters, terrorism and envi-
ronmental issues — are being
elevated beyond local and na-
tional levels to global promi-
nence.” (Gregory Mills, 1997).
The second area where conver-
gence has occurred is the ques-
tioning of the role of the state —
developed states because of the
retreat of the welfare state, and
developing states because of the
historical failure in the lace ol
revolutionary rise ol expecta-
tions. As aresull, the third area
ol convergence which has
emerged is the broadening of

the concept of security under

“which the whole spectrum of is-

sues — political, social, mili-
lary, economic, technological
and environmental — need to
be addressed to ameliorate in-
stability and promote develop-
ment. Conflict. migration, dis-
eases, terrorism and unem-
ployment are examples.

A Recent South Asian

Deliberation
An intensive deliberation of
this nature was held recently in
Dhaka under the aegis of the
Bangladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
[BIISS). A three-da Regional
Workshop on Globalization and
Securily in South Asia was
Eint]y organized by the
angladesh Institute of Inter-
national and Strategic Studies
(BIISS] and the Regional Centre
for Strategic Studies (RCSS) in
collaboration with Fredrich-
Naumann-Stiltung, New Delhi
and Ford Fnungatiﬂn, New
Delhi. The Workshop delibera-
tions were split into six Work-
ing Sessions: Globalization:
Nature and Direction: Global-
ization and Traditional Secu-
rity Issues in South Asia: Glob-
alization and Low Intensity Se-
curity in South Asia; Global-
ization and Environmental Se-
curity in South Asia; Global-
ization and Economic Security:;
and Global Information Societ
and Cultural Security in Sc}uﬂ%
Asia. Twenty-three papers were
presented in the Working Ses-
sions. About 70 participants
including 16 from Bhutan,
Germany, India, Japan. Pak-
istan., Russia and Sri Lanka
partifilpatﬁd in the delibera-
tions ol the Workshop.

Key Issues of
Globalization-Security
Linkages

Four elements of globaliza-

tion may be identified—f{ree
trade of goods, free market and
privatization, environment
and sustainable development,
armament trade. The position
of the North and the South and
various institutions (WTOQO) on
these issues is indeed wide
apart.

In the context of South Asia,
strained India-Pakistan rela-
tions pose formidable challenge
to developing cooperative rela-
tions which are pre-requisites
to building a cornmon front vis-
a-vis the North, and for that
matter. the WTO. It may there-

fore be argued«that South Asia
is 1ol prepared vet to meet the
challenges of globalization. The
paper argues that comprehen-
sive idea of security and policy
orientation towards affiliation
is needed.

Some scholars view global-
izalion as a process which is
expected to make a transition to
a Single World Economy, Single
World Government and Par-
liament, a Single World Law
and Order i.e., to a Single World
that is not divided by state bor-
ders or antagonistic political
and judicial systeni. The pro-
cess of globalization is based on
and is shaped by the growing in-
lerdependence of the world.
Economic interdependence and
integration has been the basic
foundation of such globaliza-
tion process, while the Single
World is actually a strategic
target for the mankind. The
motive force for the Single
World is provided by what is
known as Personification of In-
ternational Relations. It signi-
lies that the private companies
and the individual persons —
not just sovereign states — have
their international political in-
terests and therefore, are turn-
Ing into new subjects of inter-
national relations. Such per-

Social Movements and Civil Societ

in varying degrees of inten-

sity, participating in a
growing process of ifitegration
of their national economies
into a global world economy.
Arjun Appadurai has high-
lighted two meanings to the
word ‘globalization’. First as a
socio-economic formation and
second as a term of folk ideol-
ogy in journalism and in the
corporate world. In both senses,
though, it marks a set of transi-
tions in the global political
economy since the 1970s. Dur-
ing the next decades multi-na-
ional forms of capitalist orga-
nization began to be replaced by
transnational, flexible and ir-
regular forms of organization.
Labor, finance, technology and
technological capital began to
be assembled in ways that

S TATES in South Asia are.

treated national boundaries as
mere constraints or fictions.
When globalization firsi be-

canie a buzzword, the emphasis

was on its inevitability and
largely on the benefits of the
phenomenon. These benefits
were chiefly, but not solely eco-

. nomic. Openness to the interna-

tional market, and the harness-
ing of foreign investment and
lrade, in concert with new tech-
nologies, promised a new impe-
tus for development and
growth. The benefits of global-
ization have increasingly been
in doubt and an integrating part
of the globalizing process is
perceived in many quarters as
the dislocation and exclusion of
large numbers of people. [n

. South Asia though, globaliza-

lion is in a teething stage and it
would take a considerable leap

Resisting Globalisation?

by Nira Wickramasinghe

of imagination to locate.imuch
of South Asia within the global
village. There ‘is however a need
to address the issue of the terms
upon which globalization will
spread in the future.

The resistance to globaliza-
tion in Sri Lanka has come
[rom social movements, a very
specific component of what is
referred to as civil society. Civil
sociely is understood here as
context within which a number
of collectivities are formed and
interact. Civil society can com-
prise lormal organizations of
representative kind (parties,
churches, trade-unions and

. prolessional bodies), formal or-

anizations of a functional
ind {schools, universities and
mass media) and more infm_'-
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mial social and pelitical net-
works, ranging from local vol-
untary groups and ad hoc ac-
tivist coalitions to nationally
or internationally coordinated
social movements.

As the state in South Asia
has become a partner in the
globalization of its economy
and is not in a position to cri-
tique the institutions and poli-
cies that promote globalization,
it is from the realm of social
movements taken in a wide
sense of ‘forms of collective so-
cial action which express the
contradictions of modernity’ as
well as class based movements
that a critique of globalization
has emerged in the 1980s and
¥990s. The politics of resistance
took the rather popular form of
protesting against the privati-
sation of state ventures culmi-
nating with the Ceylon Electric-
ity Board strike of 1995 that
caused many hardships to the
common man. In the 1990s the
decline of traditional left par-
ties such as the Lanka Samaja
Party and the Communist party

contributed to taking trade
urnion acltion on an uniconven-

tional and less disciplined

road. This type of action is ideo-
logically closer to the anti-sys-

temic Janata Vimukti Party
(JVP) type of approach to poli-
tics in its refusal to abide by the
rules set by the state. The JVP

loo in both its incarnations in
1971 as well as in the late 1980s
has been concerned with the
external domination of the
country's economy, the depen-
dence on othcrs countries for
scientific research and tech-
noiogy, and' the unrestricted

penetration of western values
through the media resulting in
an erosion and eventual loss of
national identity. Its critique of
globalization, however. lalls

Environmental

(Globalisation

Continued from page 6

deveinpinﬁ countries like
Bangladesh embark upon the
Brundtland's model of new'
and "less energy and material-
intensive growth?'

10. Finally, Bangladesh
looks at the issue in a com-
prehensive manner in terms
of the main three pillars:
market access, debt relief and
financial /technical assis-
tance. In the LDCs."the worst
contamination is Lhe

_pollution of poverty.” So
Bangladesh focuses more on
trade and development,’
rather than on environment.
Bangladesh argues that the
new round of trade negotia-
tions should bring no new
obligations, inclu ing envi-
ronmental ones, to the LDCs,
[t urges the developed coun-
Lries to provide duty-free ac-
cess for LDC exports immedi-
ately after the Seattle Minijs-
terial to be held at the end of
1998, rather than at the end of
the next round of negotia-
tions;

[The author is a member of
the Management Team at Sus-
tainable Environment Man-
agement Program (SEMP),

MoEF/UNDP].

Globalisation

Continued from page 6

- Sobhan stated that civil society

actors can play a vital role in
helping the government recap-
ture the conirol over economic
resources (this should not be
equated to socialism) to meet
the challenges of the global
market (i.e. which industry
should be backed, what policies
should be implemented). He
pointed out that given the cur-
rent scenario and role of the
global market the state has lost
control over the livelihood of
its citizens and this needs to be
recaptured.

C Democratic Institu-
tions: South Asia's lack of
democratic culture was identi-
filed as a major sel back by the
participants. They felt that
civil society has an important
role to play in nurturing demo-
cratic institutions and to en-
hance the burgeoning demo-
cratic process in most South
Asian countries. Jaspal from
Pakistan pointed out that
though the political system in
South Asia was democratic, the
political culture in South Asia
was subjective and that needed
to be changed. Rehman Sobhan
also stressed that the autonomy
of civil society institutions
were crucial in strengthening
the democratic institutions of a

country.

d) Education and Access
to Information: Education was
identified as one of the major
tools for fighting the adverse ef-

fect of globalisation. Nira

Wickramasinghe cautioned
that the education policy
should not only focus on the in-
creasing the literacy rate but
also on the quality of education
that is being imparied to the
masses. Nasreen Gofran from
University of Peshawar, Pak-
istan, also pointed out that
South Asian countries needed
to develop a culture of self-criti-
cism. Role of the media and me-
dia independence were identi-
fied as crucial factors for nur-
turing democraltic process and
for understanding how the pro-

cess ol globalisation affect the
country which would help to

form public opinion. The role of
the academia was also stressed
in understanding the globalisa-

tion process and analysing the
linkages. Ameera Saccd pointed
out that globalisation is a his-

torical ];flmcess and an ap-
praisal of what civil society has
done in the past can act as a
compass for the civil society ac-

tors at present.

e Other Points: Mafuz

Anam pointed out that NGOs
have played a vital role in

_helpe

and Civil Society

bringing the vulnerable sec-
tions of the society at the fore-
front. In this context,
Bangladesh's experience with
the NGOs can be highlighted.
Firstly, in a developing country
like Bangladesh. the sgle re-
sponsibility of the development
of the country used to rest on
the government. It is the experi-
ence of the NGOs that helped to
initiate people’s active partici-
pation in the field of develop-
ment and help the growing of
self-reliance of people and de-
centralisation and leadership
at the grassroots level, It also
d in filtering management
expertise to the local level and
making women visible. The
lessons of Bangladesh are
unique in character and set ex-
amples for other developing
countries. At the same time,
these roles of the civil society
actors are vital for creating a
society ready to meet the chal-
lenges of globalisation. Civil
society’s role in sustaining the
cultural practices and expertise
that can be used to meet the
challenges posed by globalisa--
tion was also deemed as vital.

Report prepared by Sohela
Nazneen and Lailufar Yasmin,
both Lecturers, Department of
International Relations, Dhaka
University.

quite clearly within a general
critique of capilalism and the
inequality in the distribution
of wealth that follows. It does
not address the new instru-
ments of domination the
anonymous forces as it were
and the mechanisms of control
that they exert on weaker
economies,

An impurtant feature of the
anti-globalization discourse in
Sri Lanka is its grounding in re-
ligion. Religious groupings es-
pecially the powerful Buddhist
Sangha criticize the state for
subordinating culture and reli-
gion to economic and political
concerns. The threat is identi-
fied as coming from the West,
Christianity and capitalism.
Foreign agents are often identi-
fied as belonging to the NGO sec-
tor. What is explicitly criticized
is the overlap between the neo-
liberal agenda of economic
globalization and the human
rights agenda of non-state ac-
tors with transnational pa-
tronage.

Indeed, while in many de-
veloping countries the non-gov-
ernmental sector has turned a
critical eye on the effects of
globalization on society, in Sri
Lanka this has seldom hap-

ened. Paradoxically NGCgs

ave become in the popular per-
ception the symbol or epitome
of globalization and its nega-
tive features.

Among the institutions that
promote and practice global-
ization but that are rarely cri-
tiqued by the NGO sector the
World Bank occupies a place
apart. The World Bank plays a
crucial role among donors as
the regulator, financier and co-
ordinator of official aid donors.
There is an added significance
when one considers the influ-
ence of the World Bank among
donors and other development
practitioners. and its intellec-
tual leadership through publi-
rations, training an
ration with other donors.

This absence of resistance hy
the NG® seclor can be related to
a speeilie stratepy ol the 'World
Bank: The World Bank has suc-
cessfully moved from being a
target of NGO criticism to posi-
tion itself as a lever, an ally by
adopting the language of popu-
lar participation and blunted

collabo- |

y in Sri Lanka

pation parlnership is today the
weapons used by global institu-
tions to push forward their
agenda without creatihy anv
ripples among civil society
forces.

Parlicipation as an ideology
came from the NGO sector. In-
deed NGOs of different types
consistently pressed for local
level participation in project
planning and implementation.
Through their aclion the mes-
sage was sent that investment
could be implemented more
smoothly if atfected communi-
ties were consulted. Partner-
ship. today's buzzword, is in a
sense a variation and adapta-
tion of the participatory ap-
proach which tries to include
Frassmats development in the
arger picture of development as
modernity. While participation
involves only two actors the
donor and the community,
partnership deals with the en-
tire society.

“The shifting development
context has led to a move away
from strictly bilateral donor-
government relationships and
towards a greater focus on part-
nerships between governments,
donors and civil society™. Civil
sociely, which the World Bank
olten conflates with NGO sector,
is the third participant in the
development trialogue. Part-
nership is couched in moral
categories: "...collaboration
with nongovernmental organi-
zations is good for the Bank, the
government, and the NGOs.
Most importantly, it is good lor
the. people. particularly the
poorest people who might not
otherwise be reached”.

Thus the World Bank and
donors promote partnerships
as project methodology couch-
ing it in the language ol eco-
nomic effectiveness rather than
ol political values. It was under
pressure from NGOs that the
World Bank adopted participa-
tion insofar as it strengthened
and promoted local involve-
ment in project management.
But through the framing of a
‘partnership ideology” it has
been able to blunt any call for
participation in national eco-'
nomic policy and any potential
critique of adjustment lending.

[The authﬂr'- is Senior Lec-

all critical voices by adopting - turer, Department of History

the very policies that NGOs ini-
tially encouraged: after partici-

and Political Science, Univer-
sity of Colombo, Sri Lankal.

| Russian shops selling exotic items.
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sonification makes national
foreign chlicies more transpar-
ent and increases the role of

- people in international rela-

lions.

Globalization relates to civil
societly through another secu-
rity route, that is low intensit
conflicts. It is ar%ued that witfz
the expansion of the learning
capacity and skills of the indi-
viduals, the macro level has be-
come insufficient to explain
contemporary world politics.
Attentions therefore., have
shifted towards the micro level
for a better understanding and
explanation of disintegrative
tendencies and fragmentation
of international and national
societies. It is the changed no-
tion of security and aspiration
of peoples and groups to en-
hance their sense o security
that have necessitated the em-
qlaymﬂnt of low intensity con-
llict strategy by many of them,
Due to relative “autonomy” of
the inter-state disputes and
conflicts in South Asia, the end
of the Cold War had no positive
impact on the region. At the
same time, low intensity con-
{licts have increased in their
dimension, spread and severity.
From this perspective that we
can better analyze and under-
stand the various insurgencies
and separatist movements, ter-
rorism and proxy war, ethnic
and communal conflict as well
as instances of forced dis-
placement in the region.

Globalization endangers se-
curity of the peripheral com-
munities when it becomes a tool
to those who wield power. It is
argued that globalization al-
ways tends to be elitist and cap-
ital centric and is devoid of pe-
ripheral economic,. political,
social concerns. The govern-
ment of Myanmar has used low
intensity conflict and the
agenda of globalization to at-
lain ils goals that is to attract
foreign development funds for
the repatriation of Rohingyas.
External actors do not care
about LIC as long as their in-
vesiments are returned. Thus,
the minority communities like
the Rohingyas have been na-
tionally and internationally
marginalized.

With regard to the cultural
dimension of the linkage, it has
been argued that in South Asian
countries, particularly in Sri
Lanka. globalization has been a
process initiated from the
above rather than from the bot-
tom. The process has deeply in-
fluenced the cultures of these
countries, giving birth to a new
lorm of complex ;cultural. pat-
tern. Also. in context of Sri

— Albert Einstein

In the Coming Millennium

Lanka such process has weak-
ened the civil society and has
devalued the NGO sector that
has become an easy target of:
extreme nationalist critiques of
globalization. :

The top down process of.
globalization has been facili-*
tated by the nature and direc-.
tion of the flow of information.
Western media has given wide

ublicity to the concept of in- -
ormation revolution. Informa-:
tion is news and entertainment..
The battle over media owner-
ship. distribution of informa-
tion, distortion of information,
agenda setting function of me-
dia, uninterrupted flow of su-
perficial and superfluous media
contents, specially with regard
to the entertainment media,
negate the claims made by the
western media in respect of the
free flow of information. Thus,
the notion of information revo-
lution is a myth. In contradic-
tion to the revolutionary
changes, one rather notes the
control and manipulation of
societies and people through in--
formation.

One by-product of the so-
called global information soci-
ety has been its impact on in-
digenous values and cultural
ethos. For example, in the con-
text of India, revolution in
communication and informa-
tion technology is giving birth
to a new “Information Society”
posing a threat to Indian soci-
ely, culture and ethos in this
context. The major issues in-
cluded, social tensions between
affluent and less affluent
classes generated from dispari-
ties in terms of access to the
[ruits of IT, negative impacts of
cyber-porno and cyber-crimes.

ossible use of the cyber space

]y; the militant groups etc,
Therefore, information society
should be embraced in India
only without compromising or
tampering with the fundamen-
tal principles, values and
virtues of Indian civilization.

But then information soci-
ety has revolutionalized com-
munication and changed
lifestyle for billions. It depends
how one capitalizes the facili-
ties available along the infor-
mation super highway. The best
example is the fact that this
very information system and
modern technology is used by
different communities not only
to preserve but also enhance
and strengthen local culture,
group identity and primordial
loyalties.

IThe author is Research Di-
rector, Bangladesh Institute of

Anternational and . Strategic

Studies]. |
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Dear Sir,
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understandin

with "Visa

1ness against me.
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Netherlands Embassy
Embassy. But the concerned

the purpose.

of the HAGUE & Brussels,

We trust that you woul

advised of your deliberation.
Yours very truly,
OPERATION (YADC)

M. W. Faruque
Chief Coordinator.

The Other Si&e of Globalihsation!

CA's Note: The readers of Alternatives would perhaps recall
ght out an issue on “Hazards of Flying Abroad.”
Among other things one of our main objectives was to focus on
the harassment and ill treatment meted out to the locals by
some foreign missions. Centre for Alternatives received the
elow on 6 June 1999. The letter as the readers shall
see narrates the ill treatment as well as high handedness of a
particular foreign mission in dealing with very genuine appli-
cants. It is indeed regrettable that at a point of time when the
West is actively preaching the virtues of globalization, its repre-
sentatives abroad make a mockery of the term.

I am compelled to draw your kind attention to the following
facts for your kind consideration and thoughtful action:;

1. Being a registered participant for attending the HAP Con-
lerence, as well fo join Peace March'99, I appli
Netherlands Embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and intern, they
advised me to go to them on 4/5/99 with certain documents. As
such, I appeared to them on the scheduled date with those docu-
ments, but the officer on duty (who happened to be a lady) told
need a week or two for granting Visa. At that, and
because [ did not have enough time to stay back that time, as |
had to attend FMSP (First Meeting
GA(General Assembly) of ICBL[International Campaign to Ban
Landmines) in MAPUTO on 5/5/99, | repeatedly requested her
to re-consider my case with urgency but in vain. She instead of
the gravity of the situation asked me to with-
draw the Application for Visa through signing a note. I com-
plied to her directive, but instead my Passport was stamped
Application received on 2-5-99", which was not later
on withdrawn by her, definitely as a consequence of her angri-

2. After completion of MAPUTO Conference, I again appe
at the Dutch Embassy in MAPUTO on 9th May'99
lo attend HAP Conference and Peace March'99, who informed
me that they are unable to grant me Visa due to non-resident

3. Later on, ] rushed to London & appeared before Belgium
Embassy there {which issued Schengen Visa on my passport
before on 8/10/98 last). But the concerned officer denied to con-
sider my Application this time on the
tation of the Netherlands, and as such, I should apply to the
in London. So, after opening of the
Netherlands Embassy in London (after passing holidays of 3-4
days) | succeeded to submit my Application to the Netherlands
flicer examined my Application
and gave her verdict in 'writing that since 1 should stay more
days in Brussels, I should apply to Belgium Embassy only for

At length, I was frustrated and came back to Dhaka from
London, without further persuasion, as I felt that [ was diserim-
inated, and as such, became a victim of bureaucracy & definitely
was deprived lo carry our PEACE MESSAGES in the Peace city

We still believe that the Dutch Government has been agreed
to assist for the success of HAP Conference & assumed to have
been sympathetic to the HAP-participants for enchanting the
problems concerning the Visa. But why this sort of discrimina-
tion? Is it because, we the dparucipants are from a poor country?

do the needful, in a way to communi-
cate a positive advise to the Netherlands Embass
Bangladesh to withdraw the language "Visa Application Re-
ceived on 2-5-99" stamped on my Passport, and enable us to se-
cure in future events without any sti

Thanking you in anticipation of thorough consideration of
all the factors brought to your notice & trust that we will be duly

For YOUTH APPROACH FOR DEVELOPMENT & CO-

for Visa to the

of State Parties) &

ared
ain for Visa

lea that it was the invi-

in Dhaka, |

atized in the passport.

A

The topic of our next issue is: Globalisation,
Security and Civil Society-II. Creative suggestions
are invited from our esteemed readers. Please send
your materials to: Dr Imtiaz Ahmed, Executive
Director, Center For Alternatives, Room No 431,

Lecture Theatre, Arts Building
 Dhaka-1000. Tel: 9661900-19, Ext. 4550, Fax:

(8802) 836769, E-mail: imtiaz@bangla.net.

, Dhaka University,




