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ce Bill Fallout

HE passage of the Finance Bill, 1999 through
the parliament without a single amendment
proposal from the opposition having been adopted
was a grossly one-sided affair. The opposition had
- tabled as many as 200 amendments, most of them
aiming to secure an extensive withdrawal of taxes
levied through the fiscal measures originally pro-
posed by the Finance Minister. Evidently, the
wholesale rejection of the opposition amendments
stands in stark contrast to the sweeping adoption
of all the 37 amendments the ruling party MPs had
moved in parliament. We cannot quite see why the
Treasury Bench had to be so surgical about the en-
tire bunch of amendments proposed by the BNP

- and Jatiya Party MPs because the adoption of the
' ruling party's amendments has had the effect of tax
- exemptions which the opposition had clamoured
for. True, the opposition had sought a wider range
of exemptions than the ruling party did but the

principle involved was the same: curtailment of
the levies.

Intrinsically therefore, the government had an
opportunity to be gracefully accommodative to the
opposition’'s fiscal demands. At least technically,
the ruling party could make a statement on the
floor of the House to the effect that, of their 37
amendments passed, there were no fewer than, say.
25 that actually replicated opposition proposals.
The Lest thing, of course, would have been to reflect
a clear-cut bipartisan spirit by straightway assim-
ilating some of the opposition-proposed amend-
ments into the Finance Act as is done in many a
parliament overseas.

But no sense of accommodation has been shown
by the government although there was room for it
here. The opposition is likely to call a hartal early
next month demurring at the wholesale rejection
of their amendment proposals. We have consis-
tently urged the opposition to desist from hartal or
a confrontational course but we don't know how
long we can do so when the ruling party still dourly
refuses to show any sign of accommodation to-
wards the opposition.

Killing at Court Compound

TAUR Rahman Azad had just come out of the
hird Additional Sessions Judge’s court after
hearing of a case under Explosives Act filed against
him when the assailants swooped on him. They
shot the Bangladesh Chhatra League activist point-
blank in the forehead, chest and abdomen in front
of his younger brother and an uncle, and hundreds
of others present at the court premises. The grisly
incident simply does not sit in with the home min-
ister's express determination to root out terrorism
and much-hyped success of the policemen's coun-
try-wide combing operations. On the contrary, it
goes to underline a frightening truth: the country’s .
Jaw and order situation has hit another low-point
in its alarming slide downhill. o
Tuesday’s Killing, shockifg it may have béen
though, was not altogether a new phenomenon. In
an identical incident Abu Morshed, a Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal activist and an accused in a murder
case. was gunned down at the entrance of the
Dhaka Bar Association office nearly four years
back. There are more. Rape of a minor girl at the
CMM's court, deaths of Seema, Yasmeen and Rubel
in police custody and now this. Such a series of sys-
temic failures strikes at the root of beliefs about
security at and sacrosanctity of places like court
premises. More importantly, they corrode confi-
dence of the citizenry in the law enforcement
mechanism.

Surely, the government has been successful to a
certain extent in its crusade against crime, mani-
fest in arrest of hundreds of criminals and terror-
ists, recovery of arms and ammunition, and sub-
mission of outlawed political activists. However, a
killing such as this, that too near the court of law,
points to the holes in the heart of its law enforce-
ment system. The government’s success will essen-
tially rest on how it handles failures, not how it
relishes its moments of glory.

Snapped Links with
Chittagong

HE port city of Chittagong has been cut off from

the rest of the country as train and road
communications have been disrupted by agitating
workers of three jute mills near Sitakund. The
workers were demanding payment of arrear
salaries from the mill owners. Such troubles are
nothing new in this area but this time these have
gone out of hand, so reported an influential Bangla
daily on Wednesday. A large portion of railway
. track has been uprooted in two places and buses
. from Dhaka were forced to stop before road blocks
set up by the workers. Hundreds of passengers had
to suffer in an inclement weather and a long queue
of buses covering about fifty kilometer jammed
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway near Sitakund.
.ne report says the situation may continue till
such time as no solution is found to the workers'
demands. A leader of the agitating workers
claimed that they had no option but to continue

Democracy and
Armed Forces

What worries one is the desperation of the armed forces in Pakistan. Realising
that they have made the LoC sacrosanct, they may widen the

conflict. This will be a tragedy.

HERE is never a good war. So said a JS

President. Pakistan thinks otherwise. It does

not realise the harm it has done to itself or

to the peace process in the region. Some day it

Ellay. One only hopes it will not be too late by
en.

Take the aspect of the harm Pakistan has
done to itself. The Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir is what it has been seeking to alter
through negotiations or wars. And that is where
it has spoilt its case. The LoC has become the
international border.

Islamabad’s incursions into the Kargil area
have shown the vehemence with which its viola-
tion has been opposed. The demand all over is
that the intruders must go behind the LoC. No
one in the world supports its violation.

Whether it is President Clinton or the Group of
Ei%ht nations, they have the inviolability of the
LoC in view. They have demanded that it should
be respected. And what they have condemned is
its violation. America has even asked Pakistan by
name to withdraw its men and restore the status
quo ante.

In other words, the LoC is permanent.
Pakistan has to respect the line if it does not
want to be singled out as an aggressor. It may
cloud the issue, as it has been trying to do
through diplomatic manoeuvres. It may train and
arm infiltrators and send its own forces as it has
done in the Kargil area. But it has to withdraw
them because they are on the Indian side of the
LoC, the border. The sanctity which the LoC has
come to acquire after incursions is India's gain,
which has not yet seeped into Pakistan.

New Delhi has been trying for years to make
Islamabad accept the LoC as the international
border. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, then Pakistan’s Prime
Minister, gave a solemn assurance to the late
Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi at
Shimla in 1972

i

shaken. Who will pick up the thread and from
where?

Indeed, alter the Lahore Declaration, a new
chapter in India-Pakistan relations had opened.
People all over India and Pakistan were beginning
to look for a solution on Kashmir to normalise
relations between the two countries. There was
an atmosphere where there were serious efforts
afoot to and bury the hatchet. And it looked
as if the 51-year-old gulf was beginning to be
spanned, Trade, culture exchange, easy travel
between the countries — all seemed a possibility.
The meeting between Prime Ministers Atal
Behari Vajpayee and Nawaz Sharif at Lahore
promised new vistas. Apparently, the Pakistani
armed forces have a vested interest in war
against India. They seem to have no faith in
peace.

5till the situation is not all that grim. The
prime ministers of the two countries pick up the
phone and talk to each other. The bus, which
Vajpa rode first, is plying between Delhi and
Lahore. The Indian mission in Islamabad and
Pakistan's in New Delhi are issuing visas and
geup]e are travelling back and forth. The

amjhoktha Express steams out of Lahore and
Delhi three times a week. Only recently did some
50 intellectuals and journalists from both sides
issued a joint statement to appeal to the rulers
not to escalate the situation. The armed forces in
Pakistan may be fuming over all this. Bul the
people of Pakistan want peace,

Even the Group of Eight nations has not
named any country as an aggressor. It wants the
two to sit across the table to sort out their differ-
ences. India is ready once the infiltrators with-
draw from the Indian side of the LoC. Will they do
so for the sake of peace? That is the question.

For more than four decades, there had been

martial law in
Pakistan. Even
: when the army

on the conversion
of the LoC into

returned to the
barracks, it kept

the international

BETWEEN THE LINES

a close watlch on

border. But he :
could not sell the
idea to his defeat-
ed armed forces
and he went back
on his word.

What could not be achieved then has been
made possible through Islamabad’s military
adventure. Unwittingly, the Pakistan armed
forces have themselves converted the LoC into
the international border which they had opposed.
Lt. Gen. [Rtd) Syed Rafagat in Pakistan had
something to do with the drawing of the LoC. He
has said in Islamabad that the line was demar-
cated, not delineated, lest it should become an
international boundary. But whatever the techni-
calities, the Pakistani forces have done what
India had failed to do.

True, it will take time for the Indian forces to
clear the Kargil heights. They have done well to
warn the nation that it would be a long haul. But
the target they have set before themselves is the
LoC. That is the border beyond which the
Pakistani forces are sought to be pushed.

The Pakistani armed forces have not only
firmed up the LoC but also made talks on
Kashmir difficult. Now that the LoC is the border,
what is there to discuss except the opening of the
Srinagar-Rawalpindi road for better contacts
between the two sides of Kashmir and laying
down the ground rules for the haulage of timber
through the Jhelum? All the Kashmiris who have
certaiti other ideas about the state will have to

Teckon with the reality of the LoC. The Pakistani

forces 'have given de fure recognition to the de
facto situation.

'Still the worst thing that the Pakistani forces
have done is to defeat peaceful options on
Kashmir. New Delhi was prepared to sit across
the table to discuss the problem. The two foreign
secretaries had even begun talks solely on
Kashmir as was the condition laid down by
Pakistan for any dialcfue, Now all that has been
destroyed. The confidence which had got built
after the Lahore Declaration has been rudely

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Dethi .-

sion. The armed fore
" how stmhgaﬂlne u; ﬂe'

political rulers.
Now it has taken
over without sit-
ting in the chair.
Democracy has
receded further

into the background.

General Parvez Musharaff, the chiel of

army staff, is reportedly wanting a national

overnment in Pakistan. It means that even

harif's days are numbered. Even if the milit
does not have a direct role, it has established its
unquestioned supremacy by siarting the hostili-
ties. Musharaff is rapurteg to have said, while
talking to his troops in the forward areas,
that they were engaged in jehad (religious
war). He should know that the Indian troops
include Muslims. A Muslim officer and some
Muslim soldiers have died in the operation at
Kargil. Whatever name he may give to their fight-
ing, they have sacrificed their lives for their moth-
erland.

The armed forces in Pakistan are living in a
world of their own. In an Urdu journal which they
run, they have argued that “unstable conditions
in India” have weakened the control of rulers in
Delhi. This is mere wishful thinking. In fact, the
incursions of the Pakistani forces have created in
India a sense of solidarity which was lacking
before. Political parties have criticised the BJP-
led coalition for not keeping thermn in the picture.
But all of them stand behind the government in
operations in the Kargil area to vacate the aggres-
s.in_Pakistan do not know
: will of a nation in a democ-
racy is. | o - _ -

at worries one is the desperation of the
armed forces in Pakistan. Realising that they
have made the LoC sacrosanct, they may widen
the conflict. This will be a tragedy. Dr Abdul
Qadir Khan, the father of Pakistan's bomb
warned me during an interview in 1988, in which
he disclosed that Pakistan had the bomb. that “il

you ever drive us to the wall, we will use the
bomb.”

' Looking into the Face of Disaster

abyss. Somehow, we must

pull back. If the Good Friday
agreement collapses, the result is
not a better peace, it is no peace
at all. People who attacked the
agreement have not the faintest
clue as to an alternative. That is
why we strain every sinew to pre-
vent ourselves oing over the
edge. This is not about "agreement
at any price'. It Is that we are
mindful of the actual conse-
quences of failure. Real conse-
quences to real people.

The ment represented the
biggest step forward for decades.
Don't let anyone kid anyone else
about it. It was inclusive of all the
main communities of Northern
Ireland. It was backed by people,
North and South, in referendums.
And it resolved the key constitu-
tional questions. It agreed the
Bnnclple of consent, fought for by

nionists ever since partition —
no change to the constitutional
status of Northemn Ireland without
the consent of the people. It
E%I'Eﬂd a directly elected assem-
bly, the main demand of the
Unionist mnununi(g. It agreed all
communities should be represent-
ed in government, a vital demand
of the nationalists, it agreed
North-South co-operation, wanted
by nationalists; a new framework
for British-Irish relations, wanted
by everyone. It established, by
agreement, mechanisms for
resolving problems of faimess and
equality.

All of it is now ready to go into
action. It all waits on the resolu-
tion of the last remaining issues.

So a massive amnung has been
achieved. And the peace, though
imperfect, is different from what
went before. Yes, there is violence.
And as the process stalls, it gets
worse. It always does. But even
now, it is a better place than in

ONCE again, we siare into the

by Tony Blair

third means is actually to disarm,
to put the guns beyond use; to
decommission. This, too, is imper-
fect. since weapons can always be
acquired again. But it s a tangi-
ble demonstration of good faith.

If a process begins in which
these things are happening. the
democrats can believe that the
parties linked to paramilitaries
really mean it when they say they
are committed exclusively to
demﬂcrag.

The Good Friday agreement
laid down specific provisions on
decommissioning. It was to be
completed by May 2000, An
Independent Commission on
Decommissioning was to oversee
it. All parties promised to work in
good faith to achieve it,

Now, it was not a prior condi-
tion of entry into the executive
that decommissioning be done
first. But it was unquestionably a
requirement that it be done, and
all of it, by May 2000. What's
more, no one would believe that
Sinn Fein or the loyalist parties
could not get decommissioning If
they really tried. So if it doesn’t
happen, the Good Friday agree-
ment is being breached, because
the good faith provision would be
broken.

This is very crude. but in
essence, the current tmpasse is
this: the Unionists won't believe
Sinn Fein is committed to peace
and fit for government unless it
starts to decommission first. Sinn
Fein won't try to get decommis-
sioning until it knows that the
Unionists are serious about let-
ting it in the Government.

- A few weeks ago we tried a for-
mula to get round this impasse.
Both would ‘jump together. On a
specified day, Sinn Fein would do
a symbolic act of decommission-
ing and the Unionists would put
them in the executive. In the

close connection with a paramili-
tary group could not bring about
decommissioning.

My position always has been:
decommissioning has to happen.
It is a requirement not an option.
But the sequencing of whether it
begins prior, at or after, the set-
ting up of the executive is a mat-
ter of negotiation. Of course it is
best it happens now. I see a lot of
sense in it happening contempo-
raneously with the executive. But
[ also see merit in it happening
slrictllgnin accordance with the
Good Friday agreement —i.e, not
as a prior condition — provided
that {a)} There was a clear guaran-
tee of decommissioning by Sinn
Fein; (b) It was in accordance with
a timetable laild down by the
Commission on
Decommissioning, ending with
completion in May 2000; and (c)
There was a cast-iron, fail-safe
device that if it didn't happen
according to Lhe timetable that |
executive couldn’t continue.
Nobody is remﬂtell\; SUCF%ESHHE
that the Unionists should be con-
tent with ‘words’, Words must, of
course, lead to deeds.

People say: how do you know a
uarantee is serious? My answer
s: the fail-safe device; if the
break It, that executive is ended.
And in any event, suppose a
token act of decommissionin
took place now. Everyone woul
then agree to Sinn Fein going into
the executive. But that would not
uarantee full decommissioning

May 2000. It would only guar-
antee one act; so there are weak-
nesses in that process, oo.

However, we cannot even
begin to discuss these questions
until we are all agreed on the
foundation blocks of a settlement.
One is the acceptance that there
must be an Inclusive executive;
and the second is that decommis-

No Man’s Land

With war fever staring in the faces of the military hierarchy, what a position
to take! Our problem is that we go for personal preferences rather than
depend upon sound professionals who have a habit of speaking their mind.
What the nation desperately needs is people without myopic vision,
people who do not suffer from an inferiority complex and
people who are not impetuous.

INNING or losing in a game should not
matter, what matiers is how you play the
game. Nuwadag: winning is everything,
%ven the money numbers that go with success,
ne could be disappointed in not winning Cricket
World Cup Final against Australia at Lord's, the
way we went about losing it was both pathetic
and disgusting. This loss is however not life
threatening and we will survive. Wars are unfor-
tunately not like cricket, here winning is every-
thing. Pakistan cannot afford to lose, our very
existence in the new millenium depends upon
winning. Moreover we cannot be content with at
least achieving a stalemate 1965-style, which
given India's numerical stre in conventional
numbers, would be a victory of sorts. If war is
unleashed by India, that is the only chance we
will have of capturing Kashmir without losing
any major part in the rest of the country.
Pakistan has succeeded in internationalising the
Kashmir situation but we have paid a credibility
price for that. We have lost the propaganda war
with India as evinced from G-8 countries calling,
during their Cologne meeting, “We are deeply
concerned about the continuing military con-
frontation in Kashmir following the infiltration of
armed intruders which violated the Line of
Control in the disputed border region. We regard
any military action to change the status quo as
irresponsible. We therefore call for the immediate
end of these actions, restoration of the Line of
Control and for the parties to work for an imme-
diate cessation of fightin%:. The only silver lining
other than bringing Kashmir out of deep freeze
was that Pakistan was not indicted by name.
Caught up in our own romantic connotation
about showing off, we failed to recognize that we
had walked into a credibility trap of our own
making. While the Mujahideen were operating in
"no-man’'s land” in a virtually inaccessible area
between the defended positions of the two coun-
tries, we accepted tacitly that Mujahideen had
crossed the LoC.
In fact both
courntries exercisc
intermittent con- SR
trol over this area = =it
during conducive
weather, occa-
sionally there
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India upped the

ante by bringing in aircraft to cover a major mili-
tary blunder and inadvertently internationalised
it by losing two MIGs and a MI-17 combat heli-
copter, the wreckage of two of the fighter aircraft
strewn several Kilometers on our side of the bor-
der. Once the fight was in the open the Indians
gave a "spin” to the event, a version that would
appeal to the international community and fol-
lowed it up by a media barrage. Pakistan’'s
response was less than credible given that media
professionals are in short supply in the govern-
ment or in Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR)
anymore. Director ISPR is a good soldier who
was exiremely unfortunate not to be promoted on
merit during the tenure of the previous COAS but
his only claim to PR fame is a close association to
the present COAS and that is hardly a qualifica-
tion to handle the media,

In the media disaster that has engulfed
Pakistan the official media machine has to shoul-
der the blame. that did not have the sense or
vision to use the private sector, it's ex se and
its innovations. A severe bout of inferiority com-

lex prevents those in government from Efzi’:ﬂtivﬁ-
y using media-personalities to make the case in
various fora. Nobody has better annunciated our

weaknesses in the area of PR than a former

Director ISPR and previous owner/publisher of
“Defence Journal”, Brig (Retd) A R Siddiqui in his
book, * The Military in Pakistan, Image and
Reality”. Because we are parochial and prone to
favouritism we prefer loyalty to the individual to
that of loyalty to the State, we can even be com-
fortable with mediocrity in contrast to profession-
alism. mostly al a cost to the State.

Our economic situation in a possible pre-war
scenario is horrendous despite the fact we got
temporary respite from the IMF that allowed our
survival till now. Most of our continuing econom-
ic factors have negative trends with hardly any
hope of reversin% the situation in the present
environment and by the current crop of economic
managers. We cannot leave poor Ishag Dar to
fight the economic battle on his own. The
Finance Minister must be helped by the man
whose basic constituency of businessmen and
industrialists in forefront are resisting the
reforms necessary to increase the revenues. The
PM must get into the act and speak directly to
the whole spectrum of commerce in different cen-
ters so that they register themselves for (and pay)
General Sales Tax (GST). The PM is prone to a lot
of symbolic acts, why doesn’t he take a trip to the

ultimate symbol of non-payment of taxes, Liberty
Market, Lahore and appeal to their patriotism?
Why doesn’t he task the Khidmat Committees to
do some real-time Khidmat to the nation by
ensuring that those who can pay taxes, at least
3.5 million people more, pay the taxes that would
lead to minimum of Rs. 300 billion in additional
revenues” And while we have a populist PM who
believes in pumping in money into projects that
will create more jobs and requirement of materi-
al, let’s focus on those projects that have socio-
economic value that give back recurrent rev-
enues.

And in this crisis we added to our woes by
sacking the one bol of good governance, Lt
Gen (Retd) Moinuddin Haider, Governor of Sindh,
and effectively supplanting in practice, if not on
paper, Governor’'s Rule in Sindh with that of the
Chief Advisor to the Governor, Ghous Ali Shah,
one of the greatest examples of bad governance in
Pakistan, when not considering Asif Zardari's
misrule, As Chiefl Minister Sindh in the 80s, Mr
Ghous Ali Shah set standards of corruption and
malfeasance that were eclipsed only during Ms
Benazir's second tenure as PM. One does not
hold any brief for Moinuddin Haider and in
Pakistan one does not worship the setting sun
but, because he trod a straight path of focusing
on all of Sindh’s problems witﬁnut caring for
Party lines, his was a class act who did much to
redeem the reputation of the uniform he once
wore,

Expecting war at any time, with the main
political parties in Sindh estranged from both the
national and political mainstream, we needed
some already in the saddle to prepare the
Province for war. War, when it comes, will
include an attempted blockade of Karachi as a
main option for the enemy. The new Governor
hardly excites any confidence, in a recent confer-
ence on Law and Order he gave a confident pro-
jection, which he promptly reversed by 180
degrees when he
[ound the Chair
opposed to it. In
true weathercock
fashion, he went

string. he will be
useful to Ghous
Ali Shah in his
manipulations in Sindh. While people are dying
in Kargil, the nation was more focused on cricket.
Kashmir and the scenario likely to develop should
occupy our minds in exception to everything else.
We would be at war today but it does not suit
India to attack in this weather. But who knows
the devious nature of the Indian mind, just
because we think so, they might still go ahead
and attack us in strength, not only across the
LoC but along the entire length of the interna-
tional border. Because they presently hold the
credibility factor in the world media they may use
this advantage to paint us as the villains of the
piece. While the weather for the next 60 days is
not really conducive for all-out war, that may be
the Léltimate reason for trying to catch us off-
ard.
One of the reasons we usually fail is because
our “sacred cow” syndrome. In the face of
ssible war scenario, it was sugpgested all uni-
ormed personnel be withdrawn from WAPDA to
go back to their professional duties, one day it
was reported that "all ranks upto Major have
been sent back to the Army and only officers of
the rank of Colonel and Brigadier remain”. The
next day it was re ed this was only a rumour
and untrue, planted by -"thoséwho have a vested
interest in having the Army withdrawn from
WAPDA” . M T o |
With war fever staring in the faces of the mili-
tary hierarchy, what a position to take! Our
problem is that we go for personal preferences
rather than depend upon sound professionals
who have a habit of speaking their mind. What
the nation desperately needs is people without
myopic vision, people who do not suffer from an
inferiority complex and people who are not
impetuous. We need people who really believe in
God, not those who give the Holy Koran lip-ser-
vice in public while raising rose-tinted glasses to
their lips behind closed doors. We need people
who should have the strength of character to por-
tray what they really are in private as they do in
public, not having dual [ech even triple} person-
alities. We need planners who will implement
what they conceive in the national interest, not
those who would send the flower of our youth to
their deaths to serve their own narrow sellish
vision of glory and ambition. Make no mistake,
India will force war on us, sooner or later, if we
want to exist in the new millenium let us get the
character of our leadership structure right. soon-
er rather than later.

coan il Endi el il s far more than
§ even the Chair

tes from Karachi desired. As. a
e seessmewss. PDUPpPEL  on A

Sir. Quoting an AP report
from Bangkok, a news item ap-
peared in some English dailies
on 20 June 1999 that Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi asked Myanmar
women to ﬁﬁhtfnr democracy.

In the whole country of the
Union of Myanmar, where
Myanmar language is spoken
by the majority, the married
women are called "Shin Ma",
This is a term wused by a hus-
band when calling his better-
half, especially in rural areas.
Even in urban areas and in big
cities as well, most of the hus-
bands address their wives "Shin
Ma". This word is a short from
of "Ein Shin Ma", which means
a woman in a position of au-
thority or control in a house-
hold.

The exact translation in En-
glish would be "the female head
of the house-hold".

There were times that we the
husbands used to joke among
ourselves by addressing our
loved once as "Home l&inis-
ters”.

Since Myanmar women are
the heads of the households,
what kind of war they are sup-
pose to fight for?

get read

the programme.
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A Teacher
Dhaka

macist, was made the key-note
speaker. Other teachers, with
no technical knowledge about
the problems of privatisation
in this country or elsewhere,
were given less than 48 hours to
for the discussion and
were allotted a total of about
ninety minutes, according to

e event must have cost the
government nearly one lakh
Taka. Some time back, I read in
Star an excellent ac-
count ol another dialogue on
this important issue involving
people who could meaningfully
contribute and which must
have cost considerably less,

The Chairman of the Board
seems keen on developing links
with the University. This year
contributed a sub-
stantial amount to create the
abandhu Chair. However,
public money should be
more scrupulously. And a board
that cannot find the right ad-
visers is unlikely to find the

DU exams and the

ain, another exam which
was scheduled to be held on
21.6.99, has been shifted to
23.6.99 after a few students ap-
pealed as the final match of the
World Cup cricket had been
scheduled on the previous day.
As the students appealed, the
controller office shifted the
date. This was like a blow to the
students. The controller office
could have easily scheduled the
exam earlier considering the
final match,
We hope that, the DU au-
thority will handle these mat-
ters seriously in future.

An Honors Final Examinee.
DU

Godowns and
workshops

Sir, Following disintegra-
tion and transfer of central bus
terminal from old railway sta-
lion Fulbaria to three different
places Saidabad, Mohakhali
and Gabtoli the road traflic
management in old Dhaka in-
stead of showing any mark of
improvement, accuracy and
rectification has gone to dogs

end

The Myanmar military gov-
ernment is committed to
building a democratic system
according to the conditions,
traditions and values of the so-
ciety. It is committed to bring-

authority

Sir, We have been appearing
at the Honors final exam for
more than the last 2 and half
months. It is really irritating
to go through such a long exam

accom declaration we said
‘decommissioning is not a precon-
dition but is an obligation’.
Everyone agreed, except Sinn
Fein, which, after some consulta-
tion with its activists, refused,

and turned worst, Now not on
the old railway station but aﬁ
the areas spread from Fulbaria
to Bangabandhu Avenue to Cap-
tan Bazar-Jaikali Mandir road
to Folder Street, Wari to Said-

with the road blocks even though thousands of
people suffered for the same. Railwaymen said it
would take them two days to put the tracks in place
and resume train services.

sioning is an obligation and must
be completed by May 2000,
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