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Fresh m;ury
setback for
Atherton

LONDON, June 29 (Internet
report): Mike Atherton's career-
threatening back complaint

has provided fresh consterna-
tion for the ex-England captain
and ruled him out of Lan-
cashire’'s County Champi-
onship match against Essex at
Old Trafford on Tuesday.
Atherton neededy more
treatment for the recurrent
condition that forced him out of
England'’s World Cup squad and
has allowed him to play in just

two matches - including a 2nd
XI fixture - this summer.
Lancashire, meanwhile,

desperately need to beat Essex
to pull themselves up the cham-
pionship table and out of the
reckoning to play Second Divi-
sion cricket next season.

Chairman Jack Simmons
was most concerned about
Atherton, though, and said: "We
feel for him because we know
how determined he is to con-
tinue playing.

"He has had a setback, but we
are leaving it to him to tell us
when he is fit - only he will
know."

SA downgrade
Scots tour

LONDON, June 29 (Internct
report): South Africa's proposed
A team tour of Scotland next
month has been downgraded.

Instead a South Alrican
Cricket Academy will fulfil two
three-day and four one-day fix-
tures against the Scots, who felt
a full A tour would have been
too one-sided.

Scotland are looking to in-
crease the number of interna-
tional fixtures they are exposed
to and are hoping to persuade
the touring West Indies and
Zimbabwe squads to come
north next year.

Astle, Cairns
carry New
Zealand

LONDON. June 29: New

r @ LONDON. June 29
_ (AFP}: Unlike the
fresh faces who
have piled into
the last 16 of the
women's singles
at Wimbledon, seven-time
champion Steffi Graf has seen
it all before — ever since she was
their tender age.

Graf and defending cham-
pion Jana Novotna — as well as
American former world num-
ber one Lindsay Davenport —
have being quietly going about

their business happy to leave

all the screaming headlines
about the teenage revolution
which is supposedly about to
break over their heads.

Graf, at 30 the third oldest
woman left in the event, is still
moving around the court like a
foal — and has the energy in
abundance to play for fun
alongside John McEnroe in the
mixed doubles to keep her on
her toes.

Only 31-year-old Novotna
and last year's finalist Nathalie
Tauziat of France, beat Graf for
age.

But their age and the glam-
our of the teenage brigade mean
they have noi raised much in-
terest so far — and that's the
way the trio like it,

Despite Graf's early prob-
lems in the second round when
she lost a set to South Africa's
Mariaan De Swardt, neither
they nor anybody else look like
beating the German second
seed.

Graf, who faces the youngest
of them all — Belgian Kim Cli-
jsters — in the fourth round, is
enjoying a new lease of life after
two injury-ravaged years, and
her French Open triumph at
Martina Hin%is' expense made a
nonsense ol the Swiss teen's
earlier assertion that the vet-
eran was finished.

Gral joked after beating De
Swardl that she'd really rather
prefer to "win easy,” although
that match gave her the wake-
up call she needed if she is to
claim a 23rd Grand Slam sin-
gles ftitle.

"I'm not having an easy road.
Every match is tough — Kim
won't be any different. But I feel

" good about the way I'm playing,"

says Graf, who spent a record
377 weeks ranked number one
but is now number three in the
world.

proposition from anyone else
Kournikova has faced so far.

Another teen who can hit the
ball as hard as Williams is
Croatian 17-year-old Mirjana
Lucic, who having knocked out
former finalist Monica Seles
now faces Tamarine Tanasug-
arn of Thailand, a comparative
veteran at 22 and who ended the
hopes of French 13th seed San-
drine Testud.

baston — but at least they're
still on speaking terms.

Not so Lucic with her father,
whom she admits she hasn't
seent him for a year.

Asked where her father was
following the greatest victory in
her young career, Lucic
shrugged and said: "Nowhere. ]
haven't had any contact with
him in about a year.

"These kinds of things make
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Howard hails
Jelena

SYDNEY, June 29: Prime
Minister John Howard, still
savouring Australia's World
Cup cricket success, today
joined the growing chorus of
Eraise for teenager Jelena Do-

ic's remarkable run at Wim-
bledon, reports Reuters.

Dokic, 16, grabbed headlines
when she stunned world num-
ber one Martina Hingis in
straight sets in the first round
and Howard said she had now
proved her win over top seed
Hingis was no fluke.

"She proved that first round
win was no flash in the pan,” he
told a Canberra radio station.

Dokic's successful run at
Wimbledon has created a stir in
Australia, particularly in Fair-
field, the unfashionable suburb
in Sri.’dney's west where she has
lived since she and her family
emigrated from Yugoslavia in
1994,

The Australian media has
embraced Dokic, with her
progress capturing front page
headlines.

"Wonder Girl," said Sydney's
tabloid Daily Telegraph in a

frontpage banner headline on
Tuesday.

Howard, an avowed cricket
fan, on Monday hosted a Par-
liament House reception for
Australia’s one-day squad, who
have been feted with ticker tape
parades in Melbourne and Syd-
ney since returning from their
World Cup final triumph over
Pakistan.

Stevenson will

get prize money

WIMBLEDON, June 29:
Alexandra Stevenson will get
her Wimbledon Alf)rize money af-
ter all, reports AP.

The WTA Tour had ruled the
18-year-old American entered
as an amateur and was ineligi-
ble for prize money. But Wim-
bledon officials stepped in
Monday and overruled, sayin
Stevenson had professiona
status and was entitled to her
winnings.

The player's mother,
Samantha Stevenson, had
threatened to take legal action
to obtain the prize money.

WTA Tour rules and Grand
Slam rules state that a player
who beings the "first match as
an amateur may not receive
prize money during that tour-

LONDON, June 29:
Australian quali-
lier Jelena Dokic
dodged the show-
ers to produce arn-
other  stunning
npsel at Wiimbledon on Monday
when she dumped ninth seed
Mary Pierce out of the women's
singles in the fourth round,
reports AFP.

The Belgrade-born 16-year-
old, who beat Swiss top seed

Martina Hingis in the first
round, won 6-4, 6-3 against
Pierce on Court Two having
trailed 3-0 at the start of the
match.

Dokic now has a strong
chance of reaching the semifi-
nals in her first appearance at
Wimbledon with either fellow
qualifier Alexandra Stevenson
of the United States or Ameri-
can Lisa Raymond, who is un-
seeded, awaiting her in the last

GOING FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH: Australian
teenage sensation Jelena Dokic exults after her Wimbledon
fourth round triumph over Mary Pierce of France on June

Dokic does it again!

eight.

"IU's a bit hard to believe
coming from the qualifiers,"
the disbelieving teenager said
afterwards,

“If you'd told me two weeks
ago in qualifying that I'd get
into the 'quarterfinals |
wouldn’t have believéd you."

"This was a big match for
me,” Dokic added. "Beating
Hingis is still in my head, I'm
thinking did it really happen?
Beating another seed shows I
can still do it."

Dokic's triumph lit up a dis-
appointing day at the champi-
unshHm which suffered their
first delayed start due to rain
and were abandoned with only
five of the scheduled 16 men's -
and women's fourth round sin-
gles matches completed.

American fourth seed Andre
Agassi and Brazilian number
11 Gustavo Kuerten will face
each other in the quarterfinals
after beating the last two quali-
fiers in the men's draw in their
fourth round clashes.

In the women's singles Czech
holder Jana Novotna: and
American third seed Lindsay
Davenport were the only win-
ners, and they too will face each
other in the last eight.

Minutes after Dokic's win
the heavens opened for the
fourth time in the day and play
vgras eventually +r:a]1u=:c:ly off for the

ay. "

Women's favourite Steffi
Gral was on the verge of victory
a%ainst Belgian qualifier Kim
Clijsters, leading 6-2, 4-2 when
the skies opened.

British sixth seed Tim Hen-
marn was 4-6, 7-5, 7-5, 4-3 up in
his Centre Court clash with
American Jim Courier.

Frenchman Cedric Pioline
led 6-4, 5-7, 7-6, 1-0 in his
fourth round match with Slo-
vak Karol Kucera,

Thailand's Tamarine Tana-
sugarn was 5-5 in the first set
with Croatian teenager Mirjana
Lucie, conqueror of Monica Se-
les in the last round.

Last year's finalist, French
eighth seed Nathalie Tauziat led
Belgian Dominique van Roost,
the 15th seed, 6-3, 0-1.

In the men's doubles third
round Indian top seeds Mahesh
Bhupathi and Leander Paes won
6-4, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 against 16th
seeds Patrick Galbraith and
Justin Gimelstob of the United

Graf cannot avoid hoggin .. ; P
Eﬂalsﬁnd g:eunedkat cn;‘lﬁdbEFEﬂ the headlines given theggﬂrﬁ nament. | | 28. Dokic won 6-4, 6-3. AFP photo  giates.
oosting six-wicket win before stant speculation over whether However, Wimbledon offi-

Novotna no more edgy

cials said their guidelines as-
sume all players are profes-
sionals unless they are notified
otherwise.

Stevenson is guaranteed of
26,280 pounds (42,340 dollars)
for reaching a fourth-round

their first Test against England
when Nathan Astle and Chris
Cairns linked up for a match-
winning partnership against
Somerset at Taunton on Mon-
day, reports AFP.

this will be her last Wimbledon.
The teenage army is repre-
sented in abundance and just
Keeps on growing.
Even il their leader Martina

German tennis legend Steffi Graf executes a forehand
during her rain interrupted match against Kim Chijsters of

The New Zealand pair came
together with their side 134 for
four against injury-hit Somer-
set and still far from certain of
_g:fie%g their 281 victory tar-

But .-some .flourishing

Hingis went home early, there
are plenty more where s%r—: came
trom, with Clijsters having
been assigned the hardest job of
all in the fourth round.

Hingis' conqueror Jelena
Dokic has found herself on the

back — and front pages of the

Belgium on June 28,

The miserable times dre well

behind Lucic, who was tipped

for stardom by Graf two years
ago after reaching the final of
the Strasbourg Open before she

—AFP photo

you tougher and 1 feel I am
tougher now."” said Lucice,
Another intriguing match-
up sees US discovery Alexandra
Stevenson, who shocked

match with fellow American
Lisa Raymond. That match was
rained out Monday.

Schools h'ball

LONDON, June 29
{Heaters/ Inter-
net): There is
something calm
and philosophical
about Jana Novot-

Centre Court as defending
champion last week was a
highlight of her tennis life.

"It was very special...when
you walk on centre court again
and the Duchess of Kent is there

"Now I'm in the quarter-fi-
nals and a couple of weeks ago |
wasn't even sure if I would be
playing at this time of year. so
it's a miracle." she said. .

"Buf Tin"fiere and I just have

strokepldy’ enabled Astle who | 1€dia ever since ousting Hingis  even had a ranking. French 11th' seed Julie Halard- A e iy Rt et - ..
Aished nbeaien on 65, ang | I (he dpening ound —and has: “Tike. Dokic, Lucic. has | Decugle. lake an compatrior | o SanL CIls, High Sehool | i sitin | oL pod evemyone feminds you of (0 (ake it one match ata time,
Caims, not far behind on 74 not ecome as much a target of the bounced inte the limelight bur- Lisa Raymond, who thumped their respective matches i the | Wimbledon champion feels she Other big tnurnarnérnts o — .

out to put on 148 in 23 overs and
send the Kiwis into the Test se-
ries in confident mood.

It was a remarkable victory
considering Somerset had
posted 554 in their first in-
nings. Bul the county were lack-
ing six first-choice players, and
their stretched bowling re-
sources were finally exploited.

Medium-pacer Keith Parsons
had kept fortunes in the
balance by removing Roger
Twose, Stephen Fleming, Matt
Horne and Craig McMillan,
taking three for 10 in the space
of 4.2 overs at one stage,

Twose was dropped twice in
making 26, having scored only
four in the first innings. But in

paparazzi as Russian glamour
girl Anna Kournikova,

Kournikova, 18 and siill
chasing a belated first Tour ti-
tle, has what ought to be a clas-
sic match-up with muscular
sixth-seeded American Venus
Williams. :

The 19-year-old Williams.
winner of four titles this vear,
will be a totally different

dened by controversy surround-
ing her difficult relationship
with her father Marinko.

He was also her coach but
Lucie claims he mentally and
physically abused her for al-
most a decade.

Dokic's father has been
dubbed the 'Dad from Hell" after
being thrown out of the pre-
Wimbledon tournament at Edg-

ex-champion Conchita Mar-
tinez in the previous ronnd.

French eighth seed Tauziat
takes on 15th seed Dominigue
Van Roost of Belgium.

Tauziat shows no signs of
fatigue despite playing virtually
non-stop for the last three
weeks. "My objective is to win
A4S many games as possible in
two sets,” she said.

CHAMPIONSHIPS CHIPS"

_ LONDON, England, June 29
- (Reuters/ Internet): Teenage

time. But my time is running
out,”

41-year-old man starting Mon-
day. But he postponed the trial

10th Bata schools handball
tournament at the Sultana Ka-
mal Women's Sports Complex
yesterday, reports UNB.

Agrani Girls' High beat Mir-
pur Girls' Ideal Institute 7-2 af-
ter leading the first half 3-1.

Faria netted highest 4 for the
winners while Lima and Sumi
scored one goal each for the
losers.

Adarsha Girls' School de-
feated Mohammadpur Prepara-

tory School 6-2 after dominat-

. ing the first half 4-1. Rashida

netted three goals for the win-
Ners,

The day's first match be-
tween Scholastica School and
Dhanmondi Government Girls'

has little left to prove after fi-
nally winning the title she
chased so fiercely for so long.

Maybe she feels she is lucky
just to have the chance to defend
1er title after badly spraining
her ankle playing doubles at the
French Open earlier this
month.

Whatever the reason
Novotna has lost her urgent,
brittle edge and looks relaxed
and at home in southwest Lon-

don.

interrupted

After beating French base-
liner Nathalie Dechy

to reach the guarterfinals, the
Czech said she felt she had not

in a rain-
match on Monday

not have the same allure.
Though she reached the final of
the Australian in 1991, she has

Olympic soccer

Japan reach final
qualifyi 3

TOKYO, June 29: Japan
earned a berth in the last quali-
fying round for the Sydney
Olympic Games when they de-
feated Malaysia 4-0 to secure
top place in the Asian Group Six
preliminary tournament on
Monday, reports AFP,

A lacklustre beginning frus-
trated a partisan crowd, but af>
ter Shunsuke Nakamura was
brought down by Khairun Haled
Masrom in the area giving him

: : : layed a good match but was
general the New Zealand bats- prodigy Jelena Dokic became But Ivanisevic is a mere yuntil December because he had ; ; ;
men came out 'l:.'lf th'E gﬂ.tnﬁ W]th dll instant tahlﬂid star WhEn EEriﬂg Chiﬂlkﬁ'll in.l.‘:ﬂmpi-lrlsm‘l tickets ﬁ]r Wimhlﬂdnn on Fri- g;g?ﬁ;?fﬂ?aa]slﬂli{}ékdglagﬁmﬂ Egﬁjgd thrﬂugh h:f a rnew Eﬂllﬂ_ el . pﬂna]t}r gDEﬂ 1n the gath
valuable preparation for Edg- | She knocked world number one  with the indefatigable Jean day. Gl IR B i youiHave dopewell ‘;“mUtE- they stormed into top
gear.

baston.

o
Astle faced 102 deliveries
and the destructive Cairns oaly
795, both players hitting 11 fours
and a six while scoring runs all
round the wicket and never
looking in the slightest trouble,
In truth it was a friendly-look-
ing Somerset bowling attack
without Andy Caddick, Matt
Bulbeck and Graham Rose,

But Ian Jones and Jason
Kerr produced lively early
spells, and Parsons swung the
ball in overcast conditions for
his four for 61.

It was in the spin depart-
ment that Somerset really

Martina Hingis out of Wimble-
don in the first round,

But she is too busy making
tennis history to read the
tabloids, which splashed sto-
ries about the cheap hotel the
family is staying in and her
volatile father who was once
EJ;:{:LELI from a tournament for
abusing officials.

"1 don't look in the papers,"
the 16-year-old Australian said
after defeating French power
player Mary Pierce to reach the
quarter-finals.

"l just think what's in the
papers is totally out of what is
in the real world and what is
happening and I haven't looked

Borotra.

He played in the men's and
mixed doubles in 1964 at the age
of 65 years and 10 months to
become the oldest player in the
history of Wimbledon.

Borotra, known as the
Bounding Basque, was one of
the world's finest players in the
1920's.

But romance would some-
times blunt his challenge -- he
often lost sets to inferior oppo-
nents because he was too busy
trying to spot the preity women

“in the crowd.

TENNIS CRAZY
JUDGE

"Some time ago | managed to
get hold of two tickets for the
men's semifinal at Wimbledon
ont Friday,” the judge told stlar-
tled lawyers at Winchester
Crown Court,

JELENA VS STEFFI

Australian 16-year-old sen-
sation ‘Jelena Dokic has been
practising with seven-time
Wimbledon champion Steffi
Gral, keeping in mind the two
could meet in Saturday's final.

"We have been hilling and
helping each other out to warm
up each other,” Dokic said. "She
is a great player and a real pro.’

All-Africa Games

Algeria take
Tunisia’s place

JOHANNESBURG, June 29:
Algeria became the first side to
qualify for the All-Africa
Games soccer tournament on
Monday after Tunisia withdrew
from the preliminary competi-
tion, reports Reuters.

The Confederation of
African Football (CAF) said Al-
geria would join hosts South
Africa in the line-up for the

here before

and you're looking

forward to it, you enjoy the
whole atmosphere and you
don't care if it's a first round
match or a second round match,
you just go out and enjoy your-
sell on a daily basis," she said.

Novotna won the coveted ti-
tle at her 13th attempt last year.,
beating Framnce's Nathalie
Tauziat in the final after twice
reaching the final and losing, to
Steffi Graf in 1993 and Mariina
Hingis in 1997.

Wimbledon crowds took her
to their hearts after the 1993
debacle when she was 4-1 upin
the final set, but lost her nerve

i o,

JANA NOVOTNA

made only the semis of the
other Grand 5lams and was de-
[eated in the third round at
Melbourne and fourth round at
Paris this year.

“There are other Grand Slam
tournaments that [ am not nec-
essarily looking forward to go
and play,” she said. "I'm sure it's
the same for other players who

Tomoyuki Hirase, Masashi
Motoyama and Yoshiteru Ya-
mashita added three more in
the 32nd, 40th and 44th min-
utes to end the first-half 4-0.

Butl without top goal scorer
Kota Yoshihara, who played
only the last 10 minutes, and
ace striker Atsushi Yanagisawa,
who was dropped from the.
squad for breaking team rules,
the home side was unable to
make anything of the match in
the second-half, the first time
in six games they have failed to
score after the interval.

It was their sixth straight

struggled. Adrian Pierson was : : and the match a , ' 5 " i i 5
well below his best in conceding ggﬁpm&api?‘azt;ﬁ i?igl?: EEE[ % h £ Diieh jl’}dge Is ditching ﬂ;?]? geﬁﬁ}aigiﬂweﬁﬂtt?tntwf f:]%l;—;;gﬁtn ﬁ:}g ﬁ r:jﬁ é?? toughness won tl?rglﬁz{f mee ﬂﬂ]ﬁ};ﬁiﬁl?% Ggg%i‘iz%wﬁ and ;‘lg?iu“r:i t?ﬂﬂgddigﬁhai'i llrlal éggetg?a
2 i ; ; ; is € r ' Im no . : : : : ? .
47 from eight overs, while debu think it is just getting to the fi- ' d]fél;; E_:. %E;Ei 3}1; Cﬁg&{sfu&g; worried about that.” Dokic said. | centrepiece of the Games in Jo- As she picked up her run- ?r:,gth;gi;tg:ﬁ[ai:; :ﬂkiglitfsdt;ﬁ gﬂiuhﬁeg?égig leaving them in
': 1

tant leg-spinner Sagib Mah-
mood was handed only the final
over after giving away 34 runs
in his two in the first innings,
There was some consolation
for Gregor Kennis, who picked
up the 500 man-of-the-match
award for his 175 in Somersel's
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by six wickets. | than me and they still have" 5 June 28 —AFP photo |’ thnnii b s nished third in ed by = —————— A7 Decksfor  words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
: : ) the 1974 World Cup. 36 Pub orders - - a 10-count  ocating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.

nal.”

HENMANIACS

From rock star Mick Jagger
to golier Colin Montgomerie,
they came in their thousands to
Wimbledon's Centre Court to
cheer on Britain's number one

due to preside over a four-day
sexual indecency case against a

"I have a lot of matches here to
go."

s
.......
o A,

hannesburg in September.
Tunisia, who had been due to

play Algeria in a qualifying

match next month, pulled out

‘due to fixture congestion.

The six other finalists will
be decided in July and August in

ners-up Lm({jhy she wept tears of
fatigue and frustration on the
Duchess of Kent's shoulder. The

Duchess lold Novotna her time

After so

would come.

many years of dis-

appointment, stepping on to

on the body and as she gets
older injuries take longer to
heal.

But the fifth seed does not
fret about her fitness as she
might have done before.

position.

‘I had expected a tough
match, because it was the first
match for Malaysia here after a
week of rest. They are fresh and

in good form," said Japanese
coach Masakuni Yamamoto,




