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BtJET Expulsion and
APSU Demands

O soonér had the BUET authority announced

its decision to take disciplinary actions
against a few students implicated in the act of van-
dalism last April than the All Party Students
Unity (APSU) announced its rejection of it. The lat-
ter has threatened to go for strikes and other ac-
tions to force the withdrawal of the decision. It
may be recalled that last April parts of BUET
premises were vandalised and equipment and
computers worth several lakhs of takas were de-
stroyed by students following disciplinary action
against a student for appearing in an examination
for somebody else. These students also attacked
residential quarters of some teachers and ter-
rorised their family members. In face of two days
of continuous mayhem the University suspended
classes on April 27 which are yet to resume till to-
day.

}rThe university probe body, formed to investi-
gate the incident, submitted its report to the ad-
ministration on May 30 following which BUET
authorities expelled one student for life, three oth-
ers for four terms (two of which are 'suspended’). In
addition 22 students have received 'suspended ex-
pulsion’ for their involvement in the incident.
Given the nature and the extent of the students’ in-
discipline on the ni%;hts of April 25th and 26th we
consider the disciplinary actions to be highly in-
adequate. Except for one expelled for life and two

punishment has been meted out to others. BUET
authority's leniency is exhibited by the fact that no
criminal charges were pressed against students
who destroyed property worth lakhs of takas and
physically assaulted teachers and their families.
At least there should have been provision for fi-
nancial compensation by the students to be paid in
instalments over time. The obvious 'softness' of the
punishments has encouraged students to reject it.
Reports of internal politics of the teachers and di-
vision within them have further encouraged the
students to take positions which they have no right
to take.

The APSU wants a judicial probe body instead of
a university probe body to decide on the issue. First
of all they have no right to do so. Let them come out
with evidence showing that the BUET probe body's
work has been faulty or partial. The aggrieved stu-
dent or students can easily go to the High Court and
seek redress. There are numerous examples of stu-
dents going to courts of law against expulsion or-
ders and being reinstated if found innocent. APSU
should not become protector of vandals. On the
contrary it should become a partner in making
BUET the centre of excellence that it was.

DEPH Dread

NEIT HER the health ministry nor the Institute
of Public Health (IPH) appear perturbed by the
findings of US scientists on probable carcinogenic
or cancer-causing effects of di-2-ethyl-hexyl-ph-
thalate (DEPH). The revelation that the chemical
agent, used to induce pliability in polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC) plastic sheets intravenous saline and
blood bags are made of may damage heart, kidney,
liver and lung, if ingested into the human system,
does not seem to have had any effect on them, ei-

ther. Let alone a ban on use of vinyl IV bags, the
ministry has not even instructed the IPH to look
into the issue. On the other hand, the institute is
not convinced that "DEPH are toxic and act as a
human carcinogen.”

Whatever the reason is for the government’s in-
difference, and inertia, the matter is certainly of
grave concern, as manifest in the developed coun-
tries’ response to the findings. The United States
Environment Protection A%cncy (EPA) has already
labelled DEPH as a probable human carcinogenic
and “some 20 per cent of the IV market in the West
has switched over to FDA-approved polyolefin IV
bags that do not contain DEHP". Besides, disposal
of vinyl IV bags by incineration means creation of
dioxin which itself is highly-toxic and a known
carcinogen. Either way use of vinyl IV bags appears
an ominous proposition.

On April 6, this paper ran a report in this regard.
Also, in an editorial comment the next day, it
urged the people concerned to “weigh up the re-
search findings in detail and, if needed, switch to
safer containers”. Obviously, they have not at-
tached any importance to either our plea or the
frightful findings for reasons best known to them.
The fact that a large number of medical products in
the country are manufactured using DEPH makes
it imperative that the government react immedi-
ately. It should immediately impose a ban on vinyl
IV saline and blood bags, and switch over to con-
tainers that are safer. Inertia, in this regard,
means exposing the citizenry to serious health

hazard.
The PSC Report

HE Public Service Commission (PSC), the

supreme body which selects government offi-
“ers of various cadres through competitive exami-
nations every year, has released interesting statis-
tics on its 18th BCS batch.

A report in The Daily Star Saturday enumerates
the number of posts in various categories of ser-

institutions of the country and the percentagewise
< periority of Dhaka University,
the oldest in Bangladesh.

The annual report of the PSC, released recently,
painstakingly calculated the percentage of Dhaka
University candidates appearing in the examina-
tions and coming out successfully securing highest
number of jobs among all other universities, with-
out mentioning student-job ratio. It is interesting
to note that the report did not mention the total
number of students appearing in the 18th BCS ex-
ams from each of the institutions mentioned in the
report. Since Dhaka University is the largest of all,
it can be assumed that the largest number of stu-
dents appeared from this university and therefore
they are expected to qualify for the largest number
of posts. If this report is an annual feature of the
PSC then one may find out that the students of
Dhaka University got maximum posts in previous
years also. So why this revelation now?

The PSC report, however, did not mention the
number of students who got ‘zero' in English in the
said exams and which universities they belonged
to. So what is the big deal in pointing out a particu-
lar university as the top in a particular examina-

tion belittling other institutions in an unequal
competition?

the largest and

others suspended only for two terms, virtually no

vices, secured bﬁ the students of major educational
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ENERAL elections were
held in Indonesia on 7
- June last. Although full
and final results have not been
published as yet, there is
enough indication that the
npﬁnsitiun leader Megawati
Sukarnoputri, has won by a
comfortable margin leaving
sbehind the rival ruling Golkar
party. Life will never be the
same in Indonesia again.

Out of a population of 200
million nearly 120 million are
voters. Almost 91 per cent voted
in the recently held polls. The
elections generated enough en-
thusiasm and more important
credibility for the Indonesians
to vote in such massive num-
bers.

This was Indonesia's first
free election in 44 years, The
leadership of the freedom
movement of Indonesia was
provided by the charismatic
leader Sukarno. He had estab-
lished himself as a world figure
in the fifties and the mid six-
ties, when he was overthrown
by a coup engineered by
Suharto. It was one of the
bloodiest events in the histo
of Indonesia. Nearly 500,000
perished in the bloodbath,
when the ethnic minority, the
Chinese, received some very
hard knocks. Indeed ethnic
tension between the Chinese,
mainly traders and the Mus-
lims, mainly engaged in farm-
ing, is just beneath the surface.

For more than four decades
Suharto built up a family em-
pire and ruled the country sin-
glehandedly. His political ma-
chine was the Golkar arty,
where was represented the
army, the civilian bureaucrats,
the big business and indust

and assorted hangers on of the
regime.

Elections in Indonesia

Megawati Stirs Hope for a Change

Megawati Sukarnoputri, the housewife turned politician has her plate full. She. is c}bﬂut to succeed
somebody, who overthrew her illustrious father, with the administrative machine intact. Can she
bring about the kind of sweeping changes that the situation calls for?

In his long reign Suharto did
not face any serious challenge
until the arrival of the daughter
of the Father of the Nation
Sukarno, Megawati Sukarnop-
utri. Megawati appeared to be a
hesitant entrant into politics in
1987 and started addressing
ever increasing crowds. It was
really in 1996 that the tide
turned when Suharto unleashed
his goons on the supporters of
Me§awali. Political community
had been effectively silenced or
bought over by Suharto. There
remained in the streets the ever
strident student community,
who were attracted in increas-
ing numbers under the leader-
ship of Megawati.

It was street demonstrations
which really brought down
Suharto. He handed over power
to his hand picked Vice Presi-
dent B J Habibie. The street
demonstrations could be con-
tained only by a firm promise
of a free and fair elections.

On 7 June those elections
have been held and from all ac-
counts they have been fair. The
only explanation given so far
for the very slow process of
counting of the votes is ineffi-
ciency of the administrative
machine and the inexperience
of those entrusted with the job.
Nevertheless it is being confi-
dently stated that the results
reflect faithfully the votes cast.

According to the latest fig-
ures Megawati's Indonesian
Democratic Party for Struggle
(PDI-P) has 36 per cent of the
votes counted. The count so far
is 58 million that is half of the
total. The second in the race is
the ruling Golkar and has
nearly 18 per cent of the votes,
that is half that of PDI-P's.
Coming third in the race is the
National Awakening Party
(PKI3) with a little over 10 per

cent. PKB is led by a moderate
Muslim leader Abdur Rahman
Wahid. Another Muslim party
Muslim United Development
Party (PPP) obtained 9.8 per
cent of votes. There were many
other parties who contested the
elections but got small percent-
age of votes,

The Indonesians voted to
elect a 500-member Assembly.
The Indonesian army has been
the lynch pin of the regime of
Suharto and its high profile
leader Gen. Wiranto has 38
members within the Assembly,
700 strong People's Consulta-

tive Assembly (the legislative
plus 200 drawn from provincial
parliaments and ethnic, social
and religious groups) is expected
to elect the President by October
this year. Since the election re-
sults have taken an inordi-
nately long time to be an-
nounced, there is talk that the
date for the election to the post
of President may be advanced.
One interesting feature of the
elections has been the large par-

The Horizon This Week
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ticipation by the Chinese, tradi-
tionally reluctant to go to the
polling booths.

According to the current
showing Megawati Sukarnopu-
tri is expected to be elected Pres-
ident. Religious leaders of vari-
ous stripes are trying to raise a
hue and cry that a woman can-
not be President in Muslim In-
donesia. There are such glarin
examples ol women as heads o
Governments in several Muslim
countries thiat the argument is
not expected to carry much
weight, Furthermore Indonesia
has solid credentials as basi-

cally a secular country. The
army which continues to call
many shots is touting Gen.
Wiranto as Vice President. if
not President. The youthtul el-
ements, who have brought
about such a major change in
the life of Indonesia, can only
view the developments with ex-
lreme suspicion.

The victory of Megawati
Sukarnoputri has been greeted
with explosions of joy through-
out Indonesia. That the elec-
tions were held peacefully and
fairly, was greeted with relief.
The stock market soared, the
Indonesian currency Rupiah
was strengthened and the IMF
offered to release USS 450 mil-
lion.

During her election cam-
Eaigm Megawati Sukarnoputri

as said little except to offer her
image of a sober housewife,
mother of two children. She has
spoken warmly cof her relation-
ship with her famous father
Sukarno. Indeed the votes have
been cast as much for her father
as much to shake off a corrupt
regime, which had entrenched
itself.

Should Megawati succeed in
occupying the seat of power in
the energy rich, eighth most
populous country of the world,
Indonesia will come really full
circle. For Suharto ousted her
famous father and ran the

country as a dictator for more
than four decades. He had to
give up power in face of street
demonstrations. He has not
been particularly kind to
Megawati. The young militants
who engineered the downfall of
Suharto, have high expecta-
tions from Megawati. Can she
clean the Augean stables? The
dictatorial machine set up by
Suharto is very much in place
including his hand picked suc-
cessor B J Habibie and Gen.
Wiranto. How much change
Megawati will be allowed to
bring about? Indonesia is a big
country with nearly 3000 is-
lands and the eyes of the world
are on Indonesia and her re-
sources and market potential.
Indonesia has resisted western
pressure on the question of au-
tonomy or outright indepen-
dence of East Timor. It was an-
nexed by Indonesia and its fu-
ture status is to be determined
through a referendum.
Megawati is on record that she
will not allow as an option in-
dependence of East Timor.

Megawati Sukarnoputri, the
housewife turned politician has
her plate full. She is about to
succeed somebody, who over-
threw her illustrious father,
with the administrative ma-
chine intact. Can she bring
about the kind of sweeping
changes that the situation calls
for? Like another housewife
next door Cory Agquino, she is
about to inherit the mantle of
her father, whereas in the case
of Aquino, it was her husband,
gunned down at the Manila air-
port by the goons of Marcos.

Megawati has stirred hope
among the Indonesians for a
change. Time will show how
much she will be allowed to
achieve.

China's Growing Links with South Asia

Sartaz Aziz was in China

on a very brief visit early
this month before he had flown
to New Delhi for "crisis talks"
with his Indian counterpart
Jaswant Singh on the tensions
over the "Kargil” developments.
The Indian external affairs
minister also visited Beijing
immediately after his talks

P AKISTAN foreign minister

with Mr. Aziz. Islamabad’'s ties °

with Beijing are cordial for
many years while New Delhi-
Beijing relations are in the pro-
cess of normalization. India
and China were once good
riends and the old slogan
"Hindi Chini Bhai Bhai" was
reflective of the close relations
which, however, turned sour
over the border dispute culmi-
nated by the 1962 clash. Their
ties were frozen for a long time
and it was today's Indian prime
minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
who as the external affairs
minister in the Janata Party
government more than two
decades ago, underlook a visit
to China initiating the process
ol normalization. This was the
first high level political visit
from India to China after the
1962 border war and later
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi
paid an official visit to that
country which helped acceler-
ate the process of improving the
bilateral ties ajthnugg the main
bone of contention — the dis-
pules over their land boundary
— remained unresolved.

During this period — from
early sixties — Pakistan's ties
with China improved consider-
ably and obviously the bitter
New Delhi-Beijing relationship
contributed to this because of
the fact that Pakistan and India
are the traditional rivals. Is-
lamabad maintains close con-
tacts with Beijing and the ex-
change of visits between the two
countries at different levels is
very frequent while the visit of
Mr. Jaswant Singh to China
was alter several years by a for-
eign minister of India. How-
ever, both India and China say
they are keen to improve ties
and are taking measures as far
as possible towards that direc-
Lion.

Beijing's relalions with

Indo-Pakistan disputes and tensions are a big obstacle to the process of peace and stability in South
Asia. Since both India and Pakistan appear to value China's counsels at varying degrees and nt!;er
South Asian nations consider Beijing as a good friend, China can come out with bigger interest in

| reducing tensions between two South Asian neighbours.

other countries of South Asian
region are fairly good including
thal with Bangladesh. This can
be borne out of the fact that the
prime ministers of the two suc-
cessive democratic govern-
ments here chose China as the
country for their first official
visit. Prime minister Sheikh
Hasina was in China soon alter
taking over as the head ol the
government while Begum

Khaleda Zia was there on her
first official visit abroad.
China has come out quite gen-
erously to assist Bangladesh fi-
nancially and technically for
the consiruction of a massive
international conference centre
mainly to be used for the com-
ing nonaligned summit in
Dhaka in 2001, Foreign minis-
ter Abdus Samad Azad had ini-
tially visited Beijing for the
purpose and signed the modali-
ties which were lately for-
malised in detail during a visit
here a few months ago by for-
mer Chinese prime minister
and current chairman of the
people’'s representative council
Li Peng, who enjoys high clout
and status in the Chinese lead-
ership set-up.

Beijing's ties with Nepal,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka and other
countries in the region are rea-
sonably friendly and the Chi-
nese leadership seems to be
keen to develop the bond of in-
timacy with these nations. This
has been améﬂj,r demonstrated
in Beijing's diplomatic activi-
ties and spirit of cooperation
even though there are differ-
ences on many issues including
the pattern of governance
which is democratic in South
Asia while China pursues
communism and many demo-

© cratic countries have reserva-

tions about China's human
rights record. However, China
steadfastly remains as the lead-
ing socialist nation in the
world after the demise of the
lormer Soviet Union much to

",
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the dismay of the admirers of
socialism across the world.
Beijing's growing relation-
ship is a pointer that its poli-
cies revolve around furthering
ties with the developing nations
and it is in that parameter that
China's ties are improving with
the South Asian nations. In
this region, only with India. it
has some problems anud the
complexity of the dispule is
such that a return to the pre-
1962 relationship is difficult
unless the border disputes are
resolved to the satisPactiun of
both sides. Here, a solution of
the disputes is also complex
since both countries claim that
the other has occupied its land.
But they have decided to nor-
malize ties while keeping the
main dispute at the backburner
since it will be height of folly to
€xpecl a sudden breakthrough
on the thorny issue of border
demarcation that had provoked
the 1962 clashes, :
The pitch of the Sino-Indian
normalization was somewhat
queered last year by certain
comments by Indian delence
minister George Fernandes who
hacl called China as the "Num-
ber One enemy of India" and
had accused Beijing of estab-
lishing naval bases in Myarn-
mar and near the Andamans
armmg at hchia which brought
sharp reactions Irom China.
The defence minister restrained
himself after the opposition
parties including the Congress
and the leftists charged him of
disrupting the normalization
process and prime minister A.
B. Vajpayee himself took care
to comntrol the anti-Chinese

Form a national

government

Sir, The way the political
parties are conducting them-
selves by pushing the nation
into a point of no return; it ap-
pears, judging from the media
reports that there is no imme-
diate practical solution of the
crisis and the critical situation
will not change unless there is a
change in approach.

The political parties may
not like it, but they have to try
o form a national government
for a few years, till conditions
return for the practise of nor-
mal political intercourse. The
next, or future general elections
will not change the approach
and these battles of hatred and
altrition will continue to pre-
vail outside the parliament.
and inside the august body. Are
we aware that we are trapped?
Do we want another vicious
revolution, this time internal?
It is a very relevant question,
judging from the fact that
democracy hardly exists within
the political commands.

The %enr—:ral masses desire
peaceful and normal living
condition, without the domina.-
tion of the front pages of the
newspapers by nasty political
events, day after day, year after
year, decade after decade. for
half a century — a pattern obvi-
ous in almost all the emerging
countries (there are common
factors of local instability in
most of the nations).

In the under-developed coun-
tries, Fublic opinion cannot
prevail over the coterie of
politicians who try to hold
sway lor decades on one pretext
or other; that is why from time
Lo time external or a third force
takes over for limited periods,
as had also been noticed in
Bangladesh. The vicious cycle

has (o be interrupted, but the
politicians seem to be stuck

with ISMS of other kinds.

The formula of forming the
national government has to be
found I:3r the leaders of the soci-
ety. and not left entirely in the
hands of the players, namely,
the politicians. It is a sad tru-
ism that the peoples’ voice does
not always emanate through
political parties, hence tﬁe
neutral, non-political and non-
polarised national leadership
has to play a prominent role.
hitherto denied, or not taken u p

in earnest, [or one reason or
another.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhalka

Things that make

me laugh

Sir, We, the common people
believe that parliament is the
place where people's representa-
tives should talk about the
problems of the country and try
to find out the solution. Bui
what had been watched in the
BTV highlights of the parlia-
ment procedures, tickledpme to
laughter. There were huge un-
desired quarrel shows per-
formed by our "honourable par-
liament members." Their activ-
ities, if watched, I think can
take us millions of years back.
when the primitive barbarians
used to beat the ground with the
branches of trees to express
their anger. Very similar is the
case of our parliament mem-
bers beating desks with their
files.

Our MPs are found spending
most of their time, in searching
faults with the opposition par-
ties instead of wurﬂjng together
for the welfare of the country,
The government now even feels

 the need of calling separate

meetlings to discuss current
problems. It is really ridiculous
that in spite of the parliament,
they have to find other places
for meetings and discussions.

I recall the day when the

peace-treaty of Chittagong |1ill
Tracts was signed, one of the
Opposition parties led a "Long
March" opposing the treaty. By
the term "Long March' it means
organized walk on a public is-
sue. But it was hard for me to
suppress laughter to see the ma-
Jor part ol that "Long March”
included motorcars carrying
the leaders. [t would have Been
mmore appropriate to call "Long
Drive" rather than "Long
March".

Although these ridiculous
activities often set me into
bubbling laughter, I realize that
these are in fact the black-spots
of politics in our country and
we all need to come forward to

Save our nation from further
humiliation.

Narita Khurshid

Wills Little Flower Schoaol,
Dhaka

National
government

Sir, The statement in a
‘Verbatim' by Dr Wazed Miah.
former Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission and hus-
band of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina published in a national

weekly on June 18 '99 has at-
lracted my attention. Dr Wazed
said — "Prevailing situation in
the country necessitlates forma-
tion of a national government.
Honestly, my feeling is that a
national government will be
formed soon"

Appreciating the feelings of
Dr Wazed I would like to add
that, to form a true national
government, the existing gap in
values and understanding of
some national issues among
different political parties has to
be bridged first.

M Zahidul Haque
BAI, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
Dhaka-1207

rhetoric of his defence minister,
When Pakistan went for tit-for-
tat nuclear explosions in late
May. last year, following the
Indian suit in the first half of
the month, New Delhi accused
Beijing of assisting Islamabad
in the detonations which both
Pakistan and China denied.
Mr. Jaswant Singh visited
China just after the visit of Mr.
Sartaz Aziz to New :Delhi pre-
sumably to brief the Chinese
leaders about the current ten-
sions and c¢kashes in the
"Kargil" sector of the India-held
Kashmir. India says the "in-
truders including the Pakistani
army regulars" have crossed
into the Indian side of the line
of control{LOC) and accused Is-
lamabad of violating the LOC.
Pakistan says that the "intrud-

ers" are the "Kashmiri freedom
fighters". The Singh-Aziz talks
failed because of the divergent
positions of the two countries
on the issue. India has gone all
out to flush out the "infiltra-
tors" from its area which is
only expected from India.
China must have been briefed
by both sides on the situation as
two foreign ministers visited
Beijing within week's time.

nderstandably, China has
its own strategies in its ap-
proach to the South Asian scene
particularly the Indo-Pakistan
hostilities. It has warm ties
with Islamabad but it is also
pursuing a policy to improve re-
ations with New Delhi. China
is gainini greater confidence
among ot

close with Myanmar which is
not exactly a, South Asian na-
tion. Apart from the border dis-
pute. China may have other
problems with India and the
"Tibet" issue is certainly an eye-
sore. In recent times, Beijing
has jettisoned certain dogmatic
tendencies in its pursuance of
communism as evidenced in the

er countries of the -
region while its ties are very .

reforms in the economic poli-
cies. The system of government

— whether a multi-party
democracy and/or one-party
socialistic paltern — is not pre-

venting Beijing's development
of lies with different countries,
Its relations are improving
with even the United States de-
spite differences in many areas
including the human rights is-
sue. As such, China's increasing
cordiality with the South Asian
nations falls in the purview of
Beijing's quest to develop ties
with the neighbouring and dis-
tant countries with whom bi-
lateral ties might not have been
friendly before.

Indo-Pakistan disputes and
tensions are a big obstacle to
the process of peace and stabil-
ity in South Asia. Since both
India and Pakistan appear to
value China's counsels at vary-
ing degrees and other South
Asian nations consider Beijing
as a good friend, China can
come out with bigger interest in
reducing tensions betweéen two
Soufh Astan neighbours. This..
can be done slowly without
making any dramatic shift in
its policy since Beijing will
certainly maintain consistency
in the approach. A greater de-
gree of interest by China to-
wards de-escalating tensions in
the region will earn more con-
fidence for it from smaller na-
tions ol South Asia.

OPINION

Is there any alternalive 1o
‘saving the greenery of tlic Us-
many Uddyan"? Environmen-
talists and intellectuals of the
country are worried about the
construction of an interna-
lional convention centre at
Osmany Uddyan.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina raised a question in a
recently held meeting at the
Osmany Memorial Hall about
the actual number of trees of the
Uddyan and expressed her de-
termination for setting up the
convention centre at the same
place.

On the other hand, people
like Dr Sirajul Islam Chowd-
hury (Convener of the Move-
ment Commitiee), a Professor
ol the English Department,
Uniiversity of Dhaka have
chalked out a plan to stage
demonstrations for protection
of all trees from destruction
and lo save the environment
Irom ruination. The intellectu-
als’ circle and conscious people
from all tiers ol life are cau-
tiously observing the evolving
tense situation, It seems that
the entire nation has been di-
vided into two groups on this is-
sue and both sides have reached
the point of no return. Every-
body is eager to know what
would be the next course of ac-
tion? It means that it has be-
come an issue of prestige for the
authority concerned. Every-
body demands the shifting ‘of
the conference venue elsewhere
in the city,

Where is Osmany Uddyan?

Osmany Uddyan is with an
area of 23.1 acres of land. a
wooded garden of 11000 trees
planted by the Department of
Forest in the early '90s, cover-
g most ol the area. The south
side ol - Abdul Gani Road
(opposite to Bangladesh Secre-
tariat) and the north side of the
Uddyan are occupied by Os-
many Memorial Hall named af-
ler General Osmany, the then
Commander-in-Chief (C-in-C)
of the war of liberation in 1971.
In the north-west corner is sit-
uated the office of the Ministry
of Communication., In the
north-east corner. there is the
multi-storied Peer Yeemini Su-
per Market. In the south-east
corner of the Uddyan stands Go-
lab Shah Mosque. These are the
important major establish-
menls surrounding the Uddyan.
The location of this Uddyan has
demarcated the Old city and
New Dhaka. This place is the
hearl. and one of the most con-
gested areas of the city. Traffic

jams are the everyday scene
there. Moreover, a host of im-

Mahbubur Rahman

portant installations remain
all around the Uddyan like
LBangladesh Secretariat, Gen-
eral Post Office, Stadiums,
Country's Cenltral Mosque.
Supreme Court Buildings, Na-
tional Press Club, Gulistan Cin-
ema halls. Nagar Bhaban. T&T
Bhaban, Police Sadar Daplar.
Dhaka Uriiversity halls and
othier imstallations. This is the
Zero Point of the country.

In realily. there is no room
for any installation like the
Bangabandhu International
Convention Centre. With re-
spect to affording environmen-
tal facilities to the ‘penple, a def-
inite proportion of open space
is required lor some fresh air.
Despite the ratio of open space
\Uddyan and road only) to
building space being very low,
the trees in the garden gives the
people the advantage of fresh
air and so the garden is riFhLly
called the 'lungs'/'heart’ of the
city. This should be protected at
any cost.

What is NAM? This is the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
of Third World countries nuin-
bering about 100 who desire to
keep themselves aloof from the

. implications of the pacts of the

super-powers. In the present
world, the wave of open market
economy, the process of global-
isation, Iih{tra{isatiun of inter-
national trade and commerce is
blowing unhindered from the
Westl or from the industrially
developed countries into the
rest of the world. Everything is
going on al the behest of the big
POWET'S,

As a result, NAM has lost its
importance to a great extent as
every member of the Movement
is aligned either directly or in-
directly. with the superpowers
in the field of economy or nu-
clear Energy. The activities of
this type of Movement is being
carried out merely in the name
of conferences, similar with a
common saying airing in our
country 'Sitting, Meeting & Eat-
ing . However. we do not con-
sider this movement so lighily
or undermine its programmes.
rather, we would like to exerl
proper stress on this movemerit
and expect that, the bridge of the
relations among the member-
countries will be strengthened
further day by day, at least for
the protection ol the human
rights of the common people of
the Third World countries,

Even we, whole-heartedly
congratulate the efforts of the
present government for taking
aclive initiatives to construct
the international NAM con-
vention centre in Bangladesh

naming it after Bangabandhu.
We feel. we are lucky enough
that a big conference like the
NAM Summit (not held here
ever before) will be held in
Bangladesh in near future (in
2001). We are really proud of
this opportunity. |

But why must the conference
centre be constructed at the Os-
many Uddyvan? Is this the most
suitable place. for the centre? -
[sn't there any other place in
Dhaka or elsewhere in the
country for construction of the
ceriire other than the Osmani
Uddyan? So many questions
like these abound in the minds
of the people. [s this rigidity due
to the loundation stone laid by
the hon'ble Vice Chairman of
the Government of the People's
Republic of China? Is there any
other reason or design behind
the scene? Whatsoever may it
be, it does not matter. Qur
earnest appeal to the authority
concerned is to pay heed 1o the
call of the citizens otherwise it
will loose the public support
that can lead to irreparable loss
to the public properties.

Congratulations on the suc-
cess ol the human chain pro-
gramme demonstrated on May
23 by "Save the 11000 trees at
Osmany Uddyan Movement",
The felling of trees of a wooded
garden is a gross violation of
the Environment Protection
Act. The trees give hus 8]

; and absorb CO
[gfi{ ‘E:If]:l ioxide) and dust frt}:rzn
the air. The trees are the friends
of the people.

However, I have some alter-
native proposals for active con-
siderations of the authority
concerned for setting up the
Conlerence Centre elsewhere in
Dhaka or in the country for the
greater interest of the country.

1. The Conference Centre
may be established outside
Dhaka at Gopalganj or at
Tungipara near the shrine of
Bangabandhu. This decision
will increase the importance of
the place manifold and increase
the geauty of the place. In addi-
tion to that, this place will get
the internmational status
(recognisation) providing dif-
ferent scopes for employment of
the rural people. Ultimately
this place will be the hub of the
internal trade and commerce
creating innumerable facilities
for the rural poor.

2. The Conterence Centre
may be established in any sub-
urb of the Dhaka city (like
Gazipur. Kaliakoir, Manikganj)
or in places suggested earlier by
the intellectual group. ]




