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[OC might shift
to new home

LAUSANNE, June 25: The
International ﬂifmme Com-
mittee could easi nd a new
home if it felt unable to stay in
Switzerland, a top 10C official
was quoted as saying Thursday,
reports AP,

"The harsh and excessive
attacks by certain Swiss media
have pained us and have trou-
bled a certain number of our
members," [OC director-general
Francois Carrard said in an in-
terview with the Lausanne daily
Le Matin.

The decision l;-}' the 10C last
week to chose Italian city Turin
as host for the 2006 Winter
Olympic over Swiss candidate
Sion led to vandalism at the
Olympic Museum in Lausanne
and to angry reaction from
politicians and news media.

The 10C has had its head-
quarters in Lausanne since
1915, but in recent months its
relationship with Switzerland
has become shaky.

. The Swiss government wa-
vered on whether to grant a tax
exemption to the IOC in the
light of reports of corruption
and bribery of its members be-
fore the 10C withdrew its re-
quest last February.

The decision to choose Turin
over Sion has been seen by
some Swiss as an act of revenge
by 1OC members after Swiss 10C
member Marc Holder was the
first senior Olympic official to
make public allegations of cor-
ruption in the voting process.

Leading newspapers and of-
ficials have been questioning
this week whether the IOC has
really cleaned up its act.

Carrard said the IOC would
only consider moving if its op-
eration functions were badly
- impeded in Switzerland, and
-compared the 10C's relationship

with Lausanne to that of a tree
which had grown over time.

Sydney 2000
Bathurst seeks
compensation

SYDNEY, June 25: A New
South Wales state town is de-
manding compensation from
Sydney Olympic organisers be-
cause of a decision to bar for-
eign marching bands at the

Games' opening ceremony next
year. reports AP,

Officials in Bathurst say
that western town will be out of
pocket by about 3 million Aus-
tralian dollars (about 2 million
US dollars) because of a deci-
sion to eliminate 1.500
Japanese and American musi-
cians.

Bathurst has spent the past
eight months preparing to host
the international students, to
be joined by 500 Australians, to
march in the opening ceremony
— changing academic holidays,
Enstpnning civil events and

ooking out every form of ac-
commodation.

The Sydney Organizing
Committee for the Olympic
Games (SOCOG) planned {o have
200 Japanese and 1,300 Ameri-
‘tans in the marching bands be-
cause ceremony organizer Ric
Birch decided there was not
enough talent in Australia.

Gl}fmgics Minister Michael
Knight had signed arrange-
ments for the performers and
their entourage to stay in
Bathurst for nearly three weeks
before the Dlgmpics.

But in the face of public
complaints, SOCOG on Thurs-
day did an about-face and
promised the marching bands
would be exclusively Aus-
tralians.

'I'm cranky," Bathurst
mayor Ian Machintosh .said
Friday. "No attempt was ever
made to explain why that was
happening and what the bene-
fits were going to be for a lot of
Australians. That was irre-
sponsible,"

Tapia-Ayala
bout today

. LAS VEGAS, June 25: Unde-
leated Johnny Tapia risks his
World Boxing Association ban-
tamweight title here Saturday
against fellow American Paulie
Ayala, reports AFP,

Tapia has a 46-0 record with
lwo drawn and 25 knockouts.
He will make 250,000 dollars
for facing the Texas southpaw,
who is 27-1 with only 12
knockouts. Ayala will make
only 60,000 dollars for his title
chance.

‘I've trained diligently for
this fight,” Ayala saig. 'l know
how tough Tapia is and I'm
ready for a %reat fight. I'm con-
fident [ can beat him."

'It's time for Paulie to put up
or shut up,” Tapia said. "When. I
hear him saying he's going to
win, that's enough. He may
think he can win but once we get
in the ring he will find it's a
different story.”

Tapia has won 17 in a row
since a draw with Ricardo Var-

as in 1995. His only other
lemish was a draw in his 1988
pro debut,

"I'm ready, willing and able "
he said. "I'm planning on Paulie
coming right at me and I'l] be
right there ready for him. If he
doesn't come after me, I'l] go af-
ter him. I know I'm too strong
for him. He may be tough and he
may be good at what he does.
But I'm not losing."

Also on the card is Stevie
Johnson's World Boxing Coun-
cil lightweight title defense
against unbeaten Aldo Rios of
Argentina. Johnson enters 26- 1
with 14 knockouts. Riogs is 19-0
with three knockouts.

Tapia's father was murdered
before he was born and his
mother was kidnapped and
killed when he was eight, one
year after a woman he was
seated next to on a bus was
killed in an accident, He turned
to cocaine and was in and out of
rehabilitation several times.

‘Everyone knows what he's
been through." promoter Bob
Arum said. "Through it all.
Johnny has become a much
more determined and disci-
Fllned person. We're all thank-

ul for that."

r LONDON, June 25:
l Andre Agassi and
Tim Henman both

reached the third

round of the men's

singles at Wimble-

don on Thursday -- but were
largely upstaged as Boris Becker
prolonged his love-affair with
the event by winning his grudge
match against fellow German

Nicolas Kiefer, reports AFP,

Australian second seed Pat
Rafter, who has never shone at
Wimbledon despite his serve
and volley talents, defeated
Swedish doubles partner Jonas
Bjorkman 6-2, 7-6, 6-7, 6-2.

The US Open champion now
faces another Swede, Thomas
Enqvist.

ighth-seeded American

Todd Martin meanwhile en-
joyed a routine straight sets win
over Jiri Novak of the Czech
Repubilic.

The winners were joined by
British sixth seed Tim Henman,
who completed his match held
over from Wednesday evening
to march past American Chris
Woodruff 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 on Centre
Court in 2hr 23min.

The Briton now faces Se-
' bastien Grosjean of France be-
fore a possible match-up with
fifth-seeded 1996 champion
Richard Krajicek, who blitzed
Australia's Todd Woodbridge 7-
5. 6-4, 6-4.

Henman had led 6-4, 2-3
when the match was halted for .
fading light Wednesday, but he
won six straight games to take
the wind out of Woodruff's sails.

'l was really pleased with the
way I came out. The way I came
out the first six games was re-
ally impressive -- [ was de-
lighted," said Henman, whose
win was greeted with huge -
cheers.

The decibel count went even
higher, however. when three-
time champion and crowd
favourite Becker, on his last
appearance at the tournament
in his "garden" ousted Kiefer 6-

4, 6-2, 64,

"Boris The Great," read a
huge banner waved in the Ger-
man's direction as he left the
court -- and the packed crowd
rose as one to agree as the 77th-
ranked veteran completed vic-
tory in 1hr 57min.

Kiefer, seeded 15, became the
third men's seed to head for the
exit.

Becker can now look for-
ward to a fascinating meeting
with Australian teenager Lley-
ton Hewitt, who sped past Mo-
rocco's Karim Alami 6-1, 6-4, 4-

6. 6-4.

« Another German, Tommy
Haas, sneaked through almost
unnoticed after overturning a
two-set deficit to beat Australi-
a's Richard Fromberg 6-7, 4-6,
6-4, 6-3, 6-2,

Three-time former finalist
Goran Ivanisevic also pro-

ressed, beating Australia's

andon Stolle 7-6. 6-4, 4-6, 6-4,
Sweden's Thomas Enqvist beat
Rainer Schuttler of Germany 6-

e

‘plays Dutchman
Elaarhui&

Becker, Novotna throu

2, 6-4, 7-5 and another German,
Jens Knippschild, swamped
Switzerland's Marc Rosset 6-3,
6-4, 6-4.

Tenth-seeded Ivanisevic now
Paul
who hammered

- Spaniard Fernando Vicente in

straight sets.

Brazilian clay court special-
ist Gustavo Kuerten, seeded 11,
also won, biasting his way past
Germany's David Prinosil for
the loss of just eight games.

In the women's singles. de-
fending champion Jana
Novotna thrashed Czech-born
Austrian Sylvia Plischke, her
Roland Garros conqueror, 6-3,
6-1 and will next play Spain's
Maria Antonia Sanchez-
Lorenzo,

It wasn't very easy to play a
player I lost to at the French
Open. | knew before the match it
wasn't going to be an easy one,"
said Novotna.

Third-seeded .American
‘Lindsay Davenport easily
ousted Slovakia's Karina Hab-
sudova 6-2, 6-2 in 43 minutes to

gh

set up a third-round match
against Laura Golarsa of Italy.

Dokic, who surrendered just
two games against Hingis on
her first ever appearance in the
main draw hurtled through the
first set in 23 minutes against
Studenikova but the 16-year-
old, ranked just 129 in the
world, allowed the second set to
slip away belore triumphing in
a decider ridden with service
breaks.

Anne Kremer of Luxem-
bourg, who was an easy 6-2, 6-3
winner over American Brie
Rippner, now meets Australian
sensation Jelena Dokic.

If Dokic gets through that,
she could play French ninth
seed Mary Pierce, who swept
past Italian Rita Grande 6-1, 6-
3

Last vyear's semifinalist
Natasha Zvereva, the 16th seed,
was sent crashing out by Russi-
as Tatiana Panova 6-4, 7-5
while French 11th seed Julie
Halard-Decugis struggled to
oust Sylvia Farina of Italy 6£-2,
3-6, 8-6.

German tennis superstar Boris Becker stretches for the }}all
during his Wimbledon second round encounter against

countryman Nicolas Kiefer on June 24.

—AFP photo

Sport =

WIMBLEDON,
June, 25 [AP): An-
dre Agassi took
another step Th-
ursday toward a
feat last achieved
by Bjorn Borg in 1980 —
wilning the men's title at the
French Open and Wimbledon in
Lue same year,

But Agassi is not planning to
study how the great Swedish
star did it.

After brushing aside Ar-

gentina's Guillermo Canas 6-3,
6-4, 6-3 to reach the third round
of Wimbledon, Agassi was
asked whether he might-take a
look at how Borg completed the
difficult double 19 years ago.

Borg is the last player fo win,
Wimbledon on grass after the
French Open on clay but domi-
nated both anyway. The Swede
won six French ns and five
Wimbledons, all from 1974 to
1981, and Agassi pointed out
that the caliber of competition
can't be compared.

"A lot of things are different
now than then," said Agassi.
who won Wimbledon in 1992

"When you look at a guy who
was as fast as Borg and could hit
the ball with such pinpoint ac-
curacy and guys were forced to
lry and generate pace with

Bayern rope
in ‘Ronaldo’

MUNICH, Germany, June 25:
European Chafleimls' Cup fi-
nalists Bayern Munich showe«]
Fridag they are already plan-
ning for next season in an au-
dacious double transfer swoap.
reports AFP,

Paraguayan Leenagié)rndigyv
Roque Santa Cruz signed a five-
yvear deal with the newly-
crowned Bundesliga champions
ancd was presented to the Bavar-
ian club's [ans.

Italian club Roma's Brazil-
ian forward Paulo Sergio will
also be playing at the Olympias-
tadion next season, the German
club's spokesman Markus Hor-
wick said later Friday.

Santa Cruz, 17. had been on
the books of Paraguayan club
Olimpia Asuncion and will join
Bayern alter the Copa America,
which ends July 18 in
Paraguay.

The youngster dubbed ‘the
new Ronaldo' has even been
compared with Pele and passed
stringent medical tests Thurs-
day before agreeing the deal.

Bayern Feneral manager Uli

Hoeness claimed the fee was
‘less than 5.45 million dollars”
-- a figure he claimed to be a
world record for a player of that
age.
As for Paulo Sergio a deal
has yet to be concluded al-
though Bayern were adamant
that an agreement will be
struck. The player hopes to tie
up his move to Germany on
Monday.

Bayern play Manchester
United in the Cﬂamplnns' Cup -
final in Barcelona on Wednes-

' day and are also in the German
¢ Cup flinal.

smaller and less capable
equipment (than they have
now), it's easy to see why he
could dominate.

"If he played today, he would
present the same problems on a
different level in a different
way, and I learn from his com-
petitive instincts and certainly
his tenacity. But the game
changes all the time," Agassi

‘saijd.

Agassi's main challenge
Thursday was his own service
games against Canas.

Although he was a set up, the
No. 4 seed went 3-0 down in the
second before winning six of the
nexi seven games to go two sets
ahead.

"Until I was down 3-0 in the
second set | hadn't had one ser-
vice game where [ wasn't down
15-30, 0-15, 0-30 or 15-40." he
said. "There wasn't one service
game that I was holding easily |
snuck through the first set
without giving up my serve.

"He was returning well and
hitting the ball big and he was
fighting hard. It turned out in
hindsight that he couldn't keep
that level up but at that particu-
lar stage of the match he was
speaking for himself oul there."

Agassi has a comparatively
easy route to the quarterfinal.

His next match is against

Agassi can afford to dream

Spaniard Alberto Martin who,
until this Wimbledon. had
never been past the first round
of a Grand Slam championship
and is unlikely to give the expe-
rienced American any major
problems.

At 20, Martin is still to win a
tournament above Challenger
level and says he prefers to play
on clay.

The first seeded playing fac-
ing Agassi likely will be Ger-
many s Tomnmy Haas in Lhe
round ol 1. Haas, seeded 14th,

has so far struggled through two |

five-setters and has to get pasl
inproving Australian Wayne
Arthurs in the third round.

Agassi also admits that the
surface here is a little in his
favour.

Unusually, Wimbledon has
seen no rain at all in the first
four days and the surfaces are
dry and firm. .

'l do think it benefits me a
little more. It's better for my
game but Courl 1 today was
playing harder and quicker
than the Centre Court and the
ball was getting away from me a
little me and I had to kind of
make an adjustment oul there.

‘It does %n:lp me il a court is
playing harder and bouncing
higher but I certainly can't
count on that.”

American Andre Agassi plays a double-fisted backhand in
his match against Guillerme Canas of Argentina at the

Wimbledon on June 24

—AFP photo

Friday’s
matches

LONDON, June 25 (AFP]:
Provisional order of singles
matches on the main courts at
Wimbledon for Friday, the fifth
day of the championships (x
denotes seed):

Centre Court

Sebastien Grosjean (Fra) v Tim
Henman (Gbr x6)

Mirjana Lucic (Cro) v Monica
Seles (USA x4)

Greg Rusedski (Gbr x9) v Magnus
Norman (Swe)

Court One

Pete Sampras (USA x1) v Danny
Sapsford (Gbr)

Corina Morariu (USA) v Steffi
Graf (Ger x2)

Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Rus x3) v
Cedric Pioline (Fra)

Court Two

Ines Gorrochategui (Arg) v Anna
Kournikova (Rus x17)

Francisco Clavet (Spa) v Mark
Philippoussis (Aus x7)

Venus Williams (USA x6) v
Sarah Pitkowski (Fra)

Court Three

Jim Courier (USA) v Sjeng
Schalken [Ned)

Amanda Coetzer (Rsa x12) v
Kim Clijsters (Bel)

King calls for
equality

. LONDON, June 25: Wimble-
don legend Billie-Jean King to-
day said it was high time the
world's most famous tennis

tournament gave women equal
pay, reports Reuters.

Otherwise "The Spice Girls of.

Tennis", — as Martina Hingis
calls them — may stage a "“girl-
cott" of Wimbledon..

King, who won a record 20 -

Wimbledon titles, said, "The
money that Wimbledon is sav-
ing — less than two per cent of
its profits — is not worth the re-
sulting ill-will and distraction."

She argued that television
ratings for the exciting new
generation of glamorous
leenage starts consistently
favoured the women.

King, founder of the Women's
Tennis Association and a key
voice in the sport, also insisted
that it was entertainment value
and not IE:c?th of performance
that counted.

"Runners who compete at
100 and 1.500 metres get paid
more than those who run 10
kilometres and most people
would rather watch a great two-
hour movie than a four-hour
movie of any quality."

Wimbledon organisers point
out that the majority of fans
coming to the tournament say
they prefer to watch men play.

They also argue that women
end up winning more prize
money than men because they
play shorter singles matches
and therefore are able to play
more women's doubles and
mixed doubles.

King, writing in The Times,
retorted, "Wimbledon should be
cncouraging the top women to
conlinue dninﬁ this rather than
penalising . t
them less.”

‘It is a sad fact that Wimble-
don remains a distant fourth
among the four Grand Slams in
the percentage of prize money it
pays to women."

The men's champion win
455,000 pounds (724.000 dol-
lars), while the women's cham-
pion gets 409,500 pounds.

At the Australian Open, the
women receive 94 per cent of the
men s prize money and at the
French it is 90 per cent. Only
the US Open gives both sexes
equal prize money.

King, six times the singles
champion at Wimbledon, said,
‘The difference is generating
adverse reactions among in-
creasing numbers of fans and
commentators and it has led
many of the players to consider
a ‘girlcott' of Wimbledon."

The issue has sparked con-
lroversy at Wimbledon where
British number one Tim Hen-
man grabbed headlines for all
the wrong reasons on Monday
when he said women players
were greedy (o want equal pay.

Now he has gone very silent
on the subject, "That's’it. I've
learnt my lesson and no more
talking about equal prize
money."

Reigning women's champion
Jana Novotna disagreed
sharply, saying, "It is nothing
to do with being greedy or that
we are complaining about not
being paid well enough." For-
mer Wimbledon champion
Richard Krajicek once famously
said that women players were
"fat pigs.”

Now he is much more cir-
cumspect "Equal payment is
fine. I'm not trying to get mixed
in that conversation at all."

King won support from an-
other veteran, 1977 winner Vir-
gina Wade, who said, "We are
about to enter the 21st century
and there is no reason for any
discrimination."”

King said that the 18-strong
Wimbledon management com-
mittee has just one woman on
it, and argued that now was the
lime to make the right decision
for business reasons alone.

“Treating women as less
valuable than men generates
ill-will that is disproportionate
to the amount of money you are
saving,” she concluded.

IBF’s cause

for concern

COPENHAGEN, June 25: NA-
TO's bombing of the Chinese
embassy in Belgrade has in-
creased the danger ol the Inter-
national Badminton Federa-
tion (IBF) becoming a vehicle
for political decisions, accord-
ing to a leading official here at
the world championships, re-
ports AFP.

Englishman John Havers
reckons what happened in
Kosovo has influenced elections
(o the IBF council and warns of
Lthe sport’s governing body turn-
ing into a political machine.

Havers is upset that Ameri-
can Stan Hales, one of bad-
minton's most able and success-
[ul administrators, was on
Sunday thrown off the council
and rejected as a candidate for a
Vice Presidency at the IBF's an-

} nual general meeting.

em by paying

LONDON, June 25
(AFP}): Most proud
parerits of a teena-
Ee grudigy would
e happy for their
- offspring to hog
Ll headlines -- particularly at
the inost prestigious tennis
tournament in the world,

But if Jelena Dokie, the new
darling of the Wimbledon
crowds, is no ordinary young-
ster dad Damir is no ordinary
parent,

He was in hot water Friday
accused of illegal cogching from
the sidelines after jelﬂna bat-
tled into the third round of the
women's singles having crushed
world number one Martina
Hingis on her debut in the

opening round.
labelled the

Damir, already
‘Dad from Hell" after being
Wimbledon

thrown out of the
warm-up event at Edgbaston for
abusibve behaviour, appeared
at one stage to be making hand
signals to his daughter -- but
coaching is strictly prohibited
by Rule 31 in the International
Tennis Federation handbook.

Former US star Pam
Shriver, working in the com-
mentary box on British televi-
sion, was quick to spot the ges-
ticulating Dokic with Jelena
struggling to overcome Slo-
vakia's Katarina Studenikova
after racing through the opern-
ing set 6-0.
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Daddy Dokic in hot water

"Jelena is looking up at her -

father and he looks like he's
telling her to hit over the ball
and move in.

“That's not allowed. Encour-
agement is fine -- but signalling
is bad."”

Jelena eventually came

¢

o
DAMIR DOKIC

through 6-0, 4-6, 8-6 to book a
meciing with Luxembourg's
Anne Kremer.

Jelena insisted her father, a
former lorry driver who . emi-

- grated to Australia from Serbia

in 1994, was
wrongdoing,

"Dad didn't tell me how to

lay -- it was just nice ‘to know
€ was there."

Rule 31 states that: "A player
may not receive coaching dur-
in% play. The provisions of this
rule must be strictly construed.

“The umpire must take ac-
tion as soon as he or she be-
comes aware that coaching is

not guilty of

being given verbally or by sig-

_ nals. er due warning an of-
'fﬁnging player may be disqual-
ified."

And WTA executive Georgina
Clark reminded players and
coaches alike that "anyone,
anywhere, is forbidden to give
advice, instructions or make
gestures on court,”

Damir Dokic, while doubt-
less enjoying 16-year-old Jele-
na's fine tun, says he will be
glad to pack up and get out of the
country.

'l just hate Britain, I cannot
waitl until 1 get out of here," he
said ciar:lur to Jelena's second-
round encounter,

The BBC made matters even

- worse for the Dokic clan when

one of its commentators made a
huge gaffe' during Thursday's
match by claiming the family

were staying in a "bordello” be-
cause they could not afford the
 luxurious hotels used by top
players. -

He swiftly apologised -- but
the damage was dngg:

CHAMPIONSHIPS CHIPS

LONDON, June 25 [AFP):
Foot in mouth disease is every
commentator's nightmare, as
the BBC's Julian Tutt has dis-
covered.

Tutt found himself plastered
over the front page ofboth the
Daily Telegraph broadsheet and
the Daily Star tabloid after
mistakenly saying that Aus-
tralian teenager Jelena Dokic
was staying in a "bordello" on
Thursday.

"Everyone knows where she
is staying along with her family
in a cheap bordello down the
road,” he said while commen-
tating on Dokic's second round
win over Katarina Stu-
denikova.

Tutt clearly muddled up his
b-words -- perhaps he had
"boarding house" in mind -- and
later apologised if he had
caused anﬁ offence to either
Dokic and her family or the 59
pound (90 dollar) a night Travel
Inn where they are staying.

The whole incident will
hardly Fave improved the mood
of Damir Dokic, Jelena's father.,
who has been quoted this week
as saying: "l just hate Britain. |
cannot wait to get out of here.”

RECORD

ATTENDANCE

Wimbledon's daily atten-
dance record was shattered. on
Thursday when, for the first
time ever more than 40,000
spectators attended the cham-
pionships.

Figure's released on Friday
showed 40,312 people came
through the gates the previous
day, outstripping the previous
record of 39,813 set on the first
Thursday of 1986.

So far each day of the tour-
nament has brought a new
record for the equivalent day in
previous years and the cumula-
tive crowds are up 14,426,

And with the weather set fair
for a fifth consecutive day and
three Britons playing in the
third round on Friday, Thurs-

day's mark is likely to be short-
lived.

GORAN'S LONELY

Lonely Goran Ivanisevic has
cast an envious eye at the unre-
strained love-in currently tak-
ing place among the American
men'’s players at Wimbledon.

Pete Sampras, Andre Agassi,
Jim Courier and Todd Martin
have all been queuing up to tell
everyone how well they are all
getting on having spent the last

0 years trying to beat the hell
out of each other on court.

But Ivanisevic, three-times a
loser in the Wimbledon final.
says he hasn't got any fellow
Croats to be in love with.,

"There's only me and (17-
year-old Mirjana) Lucic from
Croatia so there isn't any love,”
the big-serving 27-year-old
lamented.

'l see so many Dutch and
Spanish f:u}'s here and Ameri-
cans but | am always alone."

WOMEN ARE LIKE
MEN?

Former British number one
Buster Mettram has slammed
the current crop of muscular

young women's tennis

l;{:layﬁs,
claiming they are just li

€ men.

Players like French pair

Amelie Mauresmo and Mary
Pierce and the American
Williams sisters Venus and Ser-
ena have caused a stir with
their muscular physiques but
Mottram is not impressed.
"Femininity and Wimbledon
were once like two peas in a
pod," he said. "The majority of
today’s players revel in display-
Ing an aggressive masculinity
with all it's associated features.

ternet ‘for” the "hmpire's chair
and the net on Centre Court.
Tim Henman's parents have

already acquired a bench from
the old Court One to put next to
their court ar hoine. as has ref-
eree Alan Mills.

- BREVITY RULES FOR

ANNA

-It's all ‘the media's fault

"Shorts or skirts as distinct

from dresses -- you can count on
the fingers of one hand the
number of players who don
dresses now -- short, cropped
hair, bad language and manner-
isms which are traditionally
linked with the men."

DOUBLE-DECKER

FOR DANNY BOY

His legs were already athjnﬁ
long before he rallied to see o
Spaniard Galo Blanco to book a
third-round match against de-
fending champion Pete Sam-
pras -- and Danny Sapsford
groaned when he consulted his
doubles diary.

The British qualifier,
ranked 595 in the world, is
partnering Britons Chris
Wilkinson in the men's doubles
and Lorna Woodroffe in the
mixed -- both matches being on
Thursday. '

'l didn't actually know that,"
admitted Sapsford, who will re-
tire after the tournament.

The 30-year-old had to come
through pre-qualifying and the
qualifiers to make the main
singles draw -- and his match
against Sampras with be the
11th of his farewell event.

TOP TIPSTER?

English tennis fans are hop-
ing their number one Tim
Henman sticks to tennis after
he proved not to be too hot as a
tipster.

Henman backed England to
win the cricket World Cup (1) --
and Martina Hingis to lift the
women's singles title at Wim-
bledon.

CALLING

PYONGYANG

The BBC is very proud of its
new deal -- worth a reported 80
million dollars -- guaranteeing
the corporation exclusive
broadcasting rights to Wimble-
don for the coming five years.

Last year the BBC were
somewhat surprisingly not top
of the tree for actual hours
screened.

Their 163 hour and two
minutes were beaten by the 165
hours and 56 minutes available
to viewers and listeners in
North Korea.

New Zealanders were able to
watch the most -- a stamina-
sapping 272 hours and 30 min-
utes.

DON'T USE IT FOR
FIREWOOD

Don't use it for firewood, bul
All England Club furniture
from the dismantled Court One
is on sale to members and this
year, fans can bid over the In-

ment"

anyway, but perhaps Anna
Kournikova should start send-
ing a pre-taped interview to her
press conferences.

After beating Venezuelan
Maria Alejandra Vento to reach
the third round the Russian
glamour girl was besieged by
questions from reporters as to
whether the 18-year-old blonde
bombshell was romantically -
linked. -

"No comment." said a dead-

me Kournikova.

Asked another half-dozen
versions of the same question,
Kournikova gave a frozen smile
and tossed back her head before
giving a considered "no com-

eight times in all.

2 Tunisian soccer

officials held

LUSAKA. June2s: © Two

Tunisian' soccer club represen-

tatives were arrested on allega-
tions they tried to bribe match
officials in an African Cup

.game. police said Monday, re-

ports AP.

. The Cornfederation of
Alrican Football cup match, in
the central copper mining town
ol Ndola on Sunday, was won 1-
O by Zambia's Nkana team
against Tunisia's Club Sportif
Sfaxien. Despite the win,
Nkana was ousted from the
competition on goal aggregate
after losing to the Tunisian
squad 4-0 two weeks ago.

Police spokesman Richard
Kantongo 'said the two
Tunisians identified as Yaiche
Ammed Fakary, the vice-presi-
dent of Sfaxien, and Bouset -
Fadhi. a club committee mem-
ber, could be ¢harged under
Zambian corruption laws.

Match referee Kabelo Molepo
of Botswana alleged the two

- came to his-hotel room with a

wad’ of 500 dollars as the "first
installment" of a bribe to fix the
match,
~ Kalebo reported the incident

to the police and match com-
missioner Leo Mugabe, head of
the neighboring Zimbabwe
Foolball Association.

A further 500 dollars was
allegedly promised, along with
other gifts that included T-
shirts, according to Molepo's
report to the police.

. CAF competitions secretary
Ednan el-Ngidy said the
Tunisian club could suffer seri-
ous sanctions, including dis-
qualification from the conti-
nental club championship, if
the allegations were proven.
The Tunisian club represen-
tatives claimed they were seek-

ing advice how to change US

bank noles imto the Zambian
Kwacha currency, police said.
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