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.Olympic Day Run

tomorrow

Bangladesh Olympic Associ-
ation (BOA) will organise an
Olympic Day Run in the cit
and five other divisional head-

uarters on June 25 to mark the
ounding day of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee and
the Olympic Movement, reports
BSS.

Speaking at a news confer-
ence in the city, BOA president
and Chief of Army Staff Lt Gen
Mohammad Mostafizur Rah-
man said about 15 to 20 thou-
sand sports persons and organ-
isers, government officials,
parliament members and gen-
eral people are expected to take
part.

Ol the runners, at least
10,000 would take part in the
Dhaka Run that would start
from the Army Stadium at 6
am, he said, adding that it
would pass through Mohakhali,
Cantonment Gate, Farmgate,
Sonargaon, Bangla Motor,
Shahbagh., TSC, Shishu
Academy, Abdul Gani Road,
Zero Point before ending at
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium.

National Olympic commit-
tees of different countries also
organise similar Run in June
every Eear expressing solidarity
with the Olympic Movement.

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria will inaugurate the
Run at the Army Stadium. State
Minister for Youth, Sports and
Cultural Affairs Obaidul Quader
and senior government offi-
cials will be present.

The runners will be given a
certificate and a T-shirt each.

Whatmore for
Lankans

COLOMBO, June 23: Dav
Whatmore, who was partly
credited for Sri Lanka's success
in the 1996 World Cup tourna-
ment, has agreed in principle to
return as the team's coach, offi-
cials said on today, reports
Reuters.

They said following negotia-
tions with board officials in
London, the Sri Lankan-born
Australian cricketer had con-
sented to re-take the job he quit
more than two years ago.

"We have worked out a con-
tract on reasonable terms,"
Rienzie Wijetilleke, chairman
of the interim committee run-
ning the cricket board, told lo-
cal newspapers.

"No matter who is in admin-
istrative control, the appoint-
ment of Whatmore as coach
would be seen as both sensible
and logical by all those gen-
uinely interested in the future
of our nation's cricket," Wi-
jetilleke told the independent
Midweek Mirror newspaper.

Whatmore was replaced
shortly after the World Cup
tournament by another Aus-
tralian, Bruce Yardley, who
also resigned last May after a
short stint and sport authori-

ties have turned to
former local cricketers to fill in
the slot.

Cricket board officials said
Whatmore is on contract with
Lancashire until 2000, but he is
expected to seek an early release
and will arrive in Sri Lanka in
October for a contract that will
initially commit him for three
years,

Japanese

never Japs

GREENVILLE, North Car-
olina, June 23: A Pitt County
commissioner used a disparag-
ing term for Japanese when re-
ferring to Special Olympians,
then defended the term even
when told it was offensive, re-
ports AP.

At a public meetjn%lw[nnday.
Commissioner Dave Hammond
referred to the Japanese delega-
tion arriving for the Special
Olympics World Summer
Games as "Japs."

"How many Japs are com-
ing?" Hammond asked after a
brief presentation.

Commission Chairman Eu-
‘gene James cautioned Ham-
mond, "Don't say it like that."

"l said it like [ want to say it,
Mr Chairman," Hammond
Teplied.

+ When asked about his com-
ment, Hammond said he meant
it as an "abbreviation," not an
'insult. He said he did not realise
,the termn was offensive and had
+heard his uncle use the word.

. "lf somebody's got a problem
with it, then I'll apologise and
withdraw the statement."
“Hammond said.

* Merriam Webster's Colle-
‘giate Dictionary defines "Jap"
as "Japanese — usually used
‘disparagingly.”

Eileen Sexton, vice president

of communications for the
Games, said it was important
that athletes be treated respect-
fully, and that ineluded refer-
ring to this delegation as
Japanese.
. It's one person," she said
Tuesday. "I don't think it's a re-
flection on the Games. I don't
think it's a reflection on North
Carolina.

The Games officially open in
‘Raleigh on Saturday and run
through July 4.

Herb Yamanishi, national
-director of the Japanese Ameri-
‘can Citizens League in San

Francisco, said he would be up-

-set if someone used the term to
refer to him.

LONDON, June 23:
Three-time cham-

ion Boris Becker

attled from two
sets down and
saved three match
points in the fourth set against
Briton Miles MacLagan to keep
his final Wimbledon dream
alive on Tuesday, reports
Reuters.

The 31-year-old unseeded
German finally subdued the
unheralded Scot 5-7, 6-7, 6-4, 7-
5, 6-2 for a victory as great as
any he achieved in his glory
years a decade :

He was joined in the second
round by third seed Yevgeny
Kafelnikov who narrowly
avoided defeat when his dark-
ness-delayed first round match
with Magnus Larsson resumed
at two sets apiece and 5-5 in the
fifth.

The Russian former world
number one eventually
squeezed through 6-7, 7-5, 7-6,
4-6, 7-5.

Andrei Agassi hardly put a
foot wrong on Centre Court as
the form that took him to the
French Open title this month
continued on grass and he
thrashed Romanian Andrei
Pavel 6-1, 6-2, 6-3.

Second seed Pat Rafter dealt
with Cristiano Caratti of [taly
6-3, 6-2, 6-2, while Brazilian
11th-seed Gustavo Kuerten
recorded his first victory on

rass beating Christ Wilkinson
-4, 6-4, 6-4.

The claycourt specialist
looked like a natural grass-
courter as he whipped passing
shots past the advancing Briton
and confidently punched vol-
leys for winners.

In arother match held over
at 5-5 in the final set Jennifer
Capriati beat Germany's Anke
Hu%er 5-7, 6-3, 9-7. Capriati,
who in 1991 became the
youngest women's Wimbledon
semifinalist aged 15 years 95
days, was joined in the second
round by defending champion
Jana Novotna who beat Shi-
Ting Wang 6-2, 6-1.

Third seed Lindsay Daven-

rt crushed Alexandra Fusai

-0, 6-3 while Spanish seventh-
seed Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario
recovered from a slow start to
beat Hungary's Annamaria
Foldenyi 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Earlier, world number one
Martina Hingis was humiliated
6-2, 6-0 by 16-year-old qualifier
Jelena Dokic in the first round
of the women's singles in the
most sensational upset in re-
cent Wimbledon history.

Hingis. the top seed. was out-
classed and outplayed in every
department by Dokic in an as-
tonishing Court One perfor-
mance,

She made the Swiss star
look like a novice, running her
around the court and smashing
winners past her at will, before

completing the sensational
shm:]il( victory in just 54 min-

"It's amazing, just amazing,"
Dokic said as 1987 men's
champion Pat Cash embraced
her erwards.

The top seed has only been

beaten in the openlnﬁ round of a
Wimbledon singles e times
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Becker pulls through

on our private lives,” Hingis

explained. "l wanted to be more
independent ... make my own
decisions, decided when to prac-
tice, things like that.”

The last time a Wimbledon
top seed was beaten in the open-
ing round was when Steffi Graf
lost to Lori McNeil in 1994 and
Hingis' defeat was as brutal as it
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American Andre Agassi playing agdinst Andrei Pavel of
Romania at the Wimbledon on Tuesday. Agassi won 6-1, 6-

2, 6-3.

in the 122-year history of the

world's most prestigious tour-

Ji:immcnt. and never to a quali-
er.

Hingis, who allowed Dokic
just three games when they last
played in January, said she
planned to take a break from
tennis and appeared to have
split from her coach — her
mother Melanie,

"Maybe I just need a break
from eve in% right now., A
break would really suit me," she
said.

"We just decided to have a
little bit of distance and work

—AFP photo

was unexpected.

Eighteen and Wimbledon
champion in 1997, she has not
played a singles tournament
since the French~-Open at the be-
ginning of the month where she

‘was heavily criticised for her

petulant behaviour when losing
the final to Steffi Graf,

Hingis looked alone and
stunned as she shook Dokic's
hand at the end. She tried to
ring her mother for comfort but
could not get through.

‘| couldn't pick up my game
today.” Hingis said afterwards.
‘She was too good for me today."

Belongs

LONDON, July 23
(Reuters): Though
he was compre-
hensively beaten
for most of four
= sets on Tuesday,
Boris Becker seemed to will
himsell not to lose.

After all, an outside court in
the opening round against a vir-
tual nonentity like Briton
Miica MacLagan was not what
he had in mind for his Wimble-
don farewell,

It would be more in keeping
for a man with three singles ti-
tles to go out in style on Centre
Court — his first "retirement”
two years ago came after a quar-
ter-final defeat there by Pete
Sampras.

In his halcyon years of 1985
— when he became the youngest
Wimbledon men's champion at
17 — 1986 and 1989, Becker re-
garded Centre Court as "my liv-

Now comes WOW

INGLEWOOD, California,
June 23 AP: More women are
ready to rumble.

Hammerin' Heather Steele,
Beckie the Farmer's Daughter
and GI Joan helped introduce a
new women's wrestling federa-
tion Tuesday. promising role
models for fittﬁ-, girls and a
more dignified way to bodyslam
villains.

WOW, for Women
Wrestling, will be based at the
Great Western Forum, former
home of the basketball's Los
Angeles Lakers and hockey's
Los Angeles Kings.

Hoping for lucrative pay-
per-view and cable TV action —
not to mention merchandising
spin-offs such as action figures
— WOW plans to offer bouts next
year, beginning in Las Vegas
and leading up to a champi-
onship.

Women have been ill-treated
in wrestling, said David
McLane, WOW founder and cre-
ator of the successful Gorgeous
Ladies of Wrestling.

"They're a side show, they're
almost treated as a p show.
They're nothing that I'd be
proud to have a 9-year-old
daughter watch. But WOW will
be," he said Tuesday.

"So far, the only exposure
that women have had on televi-
sion on television is degrading,
and it's embarrassing," said
Selina Majors, WOW's main at-
traction with 13 years of
wrestling experience.

WOW aims to show that
‘were athletes, that we're not
just thrown in there to make
the men look good or to take our
clothes off," she said.

Wrestling is hugely popular
on TV but it has been taken to
the mat lately. A 110 million
dollars federal lawsuit was filed
this month against the World
Wrestling Federation by former
women's champion Sable.

The suit claims the business
has become increasingly "ob-
scene, titillating, wvulgar and

unsafe," and that Sable lost her
championship after refusing to
appear topless in a bout. e
oh called the suit "a smear
n -Il

of

ing room."

He has also lost four finals
here and the Centre Court is
where he would undoubtedly
like it all to end.

On Tuesday, an hour before
his four-hour, five-set mara-
thon against MacLagan began,
Becker was sitting in the Royal
Box gazing wistiully over the
arena where he was king in the
1980s.

Then he went out on court
two against MacLagan, a player
who had won only one match in
four satellite tournaments this
year and with a world ranking
of 298th, lost the first two sets
and faced three match points in
the fourth set.

He saved them all on his
booming service and went on to
win 5-7, 6-7, 6-4, 7-5, 6-2.

For all his yearning to get
back into his arena of dreams,
Becker would probably have
been stoical response if he had
succumbed to MacLagan.

After all, he has tasted defeat
away from the show courts be-
fore — most notably in 1987
when he lost his title in the sec-
ond round on an outside court
to Australian Peter Doohan.

Amid the general hysteria
and gnashing of teeth after that
defeat, Becker was the coolest
man in the place.

‘It wasn't a war. Nobody
died. I d ust lost a tennis match,”
he said calmly.

Wimbledon officials appar-

ently took the view this time
that Becker was not automati-

........

in Centre Court

cally entitled to Centre Court
and that he had to earn the
right to be there.

Whether he has done so for
his second round match against
compatriot and 15th seed Nico-
las Kiefer was still being dis-
cussed today.

The man himself said he was
surprised to find himself on
Court Two on Tuesday.

"But two is better than three,
I believe," he said. "l came here
to be part of Wimbledon again
and whether it's Court Two or
Court 14 or preferably Centre
Court, at the end it doesn't re-
ally matter.”

Becker the exuberant youth
has been replaced these days by
Becker the family man and his
wife Barbara is expecting their
second child in mid-August.

She fidgeted nervously at
courtside on Tuesday and
Becker gestured to her late in
the fourth set to keep calm be-
fore she left at the start of the
fifth set.

"She was getting very excited
and I told her to calm down be-
cause otherwise we have a baby
on the court,” he said.

"It's not the right place for a
baby to be born."

Barbara and their babies is
Becker's motivation now.

"When we discovered she was
expecting in August, that's when
[ decided to play here again," he
said.

'l wanted to give it one more

shot, and then take care of my
family."

A

Former champion Boris Becker raises his hands in joy
after defeating Britain's- Miles MacLagan in the first
round at the Wimbledon on June 22. The German won 5-

7, 6-7, 6-4, 7-5, 6-2.

__AFP photo

Sport

WIMBLEDON

AT A GLANCE

WIMBLEDON, June 23 [AP):
A brief look at what happened
Tuesday on the second day ol

Wimbledon tennis champi-
onships:
Weather: Mostly sunny

skies. No rain for the second
day. High temperature was 18
Celsius (64 Fahrenheit).

Attendance: 39,254, a record
for the first Tuesday and very
close to the overall record of
39,813. Last year on the second
day it was 33,688.

Results: Men winners: No 2
Patrick Rafter, No 3 Yevgeny
Kafelnikov, No 4 Andre Agassi,
No 5 Richard Krajicek, No 8
Todd Martin, No 10 Goran
Ivanisevic, No 11 Gustavo
Kuerten, No 15 Nicolas Kiefer.
None of the top 16 seeded men
have lost. No 14 Tommy Haas
was tied at two sets each with
peter Wessels when play was
suspended by darkness.

omen winners; No 3 Lind-
say Davenport., No 5 Jana
Novotna, No. 7 Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario, No. 9 Mary
Pierce, No. 11 Julie Halard-De-
cugis, No. 14 Barbara Schett,
No. 16 Natasha Zvereva.

Upset: No. 1 Martina Hingis
by qualifier Jelena Dokic,
Hingis is the only seeded player
to have lost.

Stat of the Day: Martina
Hingis won only 39 per cent of
i{he points against Jelena Do-

ic.

Quote of the day: "She
(his pregnant wife Barbara)
was getting very excited, and I
turned to her and told her to be
quiet, to calm down a little, be-
cause otherwise we have a
b on the court."

ris Becker.

Wednesday's

match-ups

. LONDON, June 23: Defending
champion Pete Sampras and
British pretender to the throne
Tim Henman take centre stage
on Day Three of the Wimbledon
championships today with both
facing modest opponents, re-
ports AFP. _

French-Canadian Sebastien
Lareau, a 26-year-old ranked
100 in the world, should
scarcely trouble world number
one Sampras, who is chasing
his sixth crown here in seven

ears as they both prepare for
attle on Court One.

Henman, second favourite as
he seeks to become the first
Briton to win the men's singles
here since Fred Perry in 1936,
will step out on Centre Court
against unseeded American
Chris Woodruff, ranked a lowly
126.

British .fans will hardly
know where to furn as no lewer
than seven home players — five
men and two women — have
reached the second round.

Today, aside from Henman.
they will avidly follow the all-
British clash on Court Two be-
tween ninth-seeded Greg Rused-
ski and the up-and-coming
Arvind Parmar, a guahtier

ranked 455 in the worl
mong the women, French

‘Open Champion Stefli Graf has
a Centre Court date with South
African Mariaan de Swardt.

Second-seeded Graf, gunning
for an eighth title at the All
England Club. has already re-
ceived a huge boost following
Tuesday's first-round defeat of
world number one Martina
Hingis by Australian qualifier
Jelena Dokic,

Even at 30, Graf is still the
yardstick for the rest, and she is
now the overwhelming favo-
urite,

Hingis pulls out
of doubles

LONDON, June 23: World
number one Martina Hingis
withdrew from the Wimbledon
women's doubles on Tuesday af-
ter suffering the most sensa-
tional upset in the tournamen-
t's recent history, reports
Reuters.

The Swiss was humiliated: 6-
2, 6-0 in the opening round of
the singles by 16-year-old Aus-
tralian qualifier Jelena Dokic
and said afterwards that she
planned to take a break.

Tournament referee Alan
Mills issued a statement late on
Tuesday evening saying that
Hingis had pulled out of the
doubles "due to a recurring med-
ical problem."

Hingis and Russian Anna
Kournikova were seeded second
in the doubles.

Mills said their place would
be taken in the draw by Ameri-
cans Debbie Graham and Lori
McNeil.,

Schools h’ball
from July 26

The 10th Bata schools hand-
ball tournament for girls, or-
ganised by Bangladesh Hand-

all Federation, begins on Sat-
urday at the Dhanmondi Sul-
tana-Kamal Women's Sports
Complex, reports UNB.

President of Bangladesh
Olympic Association and Army
Chiet Lt Gen Mohammad
Mustafizur Rahman will inau-
gurate the meet. Managing di-
rector of the Bata Shoe Com-
pany (BD) and the chief patron
of the tournament, F Gurshia
will be present as the special
guest.

Vigarunnissa Noon will
take on BCIC at 4 pm in one of
the three opening day fixtures.

A total of 17 metropolis
teams split into four groups, are
expected to participate in the
competition,

TEAMS

Group A: Vigarunnissa
Noon, Kadamtala Girls High,
BCIC and Lake Circus Girls
High, -

Group B: Scholastica, Mirpur
Girls Ideal Institute,
Dhanmondi Govt Girls High
and Agrani Girls High,

Group C: Narayanganj Govt
Girls High, Ahmed Bawani
High, Mohammedan Prepara-
tory and Mirpur Bangla.

Group D: BAF Shaheen
School, Kamalapur Sher-e-
Bangla Railway High, Sher-e-
Bangla Mahabiddalaya, Rifles
School and College and Ispa-
hani School and College.
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Hingis pays the toll?

LONDON, June 23
|Reuters): Teenage
girls can be
trouble the world
’ over, but add the
pressures of prof-
essional tennis to their
problemss and you have an
emotional bomb just a hair-
trigger away from detonation.

The sudden disintegration of
Martina Hingis, until a few
weeks ago the undisputed queen
of women's tennis, is the latest
example of what critics call
tennis burn-out.

What can you expect, they
say, from an unnatural envi-
ronment where children win
Ferraris before they are old
enough to drive?

Where they travel the world
first class but spend much of
their days alone in hotels and
are subjected to pressure every
day that most teenagers experi-
ence only in the exam room?

And then there's the problem
of their parents . . .

Hingis is the latest teenage
meteor to have exploded just
when they were burning bright-
esl in the tennis firmament.

For some like Tracey Austin,
US Open champion at 16, the
problems were physical as a
oung body bent and twisted by

ard courts and smashing mil-
lions of balls from an early age
gave up. '

For Jennifer Capriati and
Andrea Jaeger, it was a psycho-
logical thing as a young mind
rebelled after years practising

baseline dropshots rather than

playing with Barbie dolls.

Capriati, the image of apple-
pie middle America, reached
the world top 10 when she was
just 14, younger even than
?Iaeger when she achieved the
eat.

But Capriati lost her way fol-
lowing a first round defeat in
the 1993 US Open. She spent a
week in bed in the dark. "When 1
looked in the mirror I actually
saw this distorted image. 1 was
S0 ug{ly and so fat [ just wanted
to kill myself."

She moved out of her par-
ents' home, was charged with
shoplifting and possession of
marijuana, and at one stage was
signed into a psychiatric insti-
tution.

There is no sign that Hingis'
problems are of this magnitude
but her fall from grace has been
extraordinary.

On June 3. she destroyed
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario in the
French Open semifinal. A few
days later, the 18-year-old was
leading by one set and 2-0 in the
final against Steffi Graf when a
line call went against her.

These things happen in ev-
ery match, in every final, but it

......

blew a fuse in Hingis' brain.

She crossed the netline to
complain., breaking tennis eti-
quette, argued with the umpire,
sat down in protest, was docked
a penalty point and served un-
derarm on matchpoint.

This was no McEnroe-esque
tantrum but behaviour recog-

MARTINA HINGIS

fed-up teenager seeing how far
she could push the boundaries
of authority.

The Swiss world number one
was roundly condemned fer her
petulance and Tuesday's Wim-
bledon defeat by qualifier Je-
lena Dokic was undoubtedly
linked to her frustration at los-
ing that final and what she
considered unfair comment on
her behaviour,

More importantly, her
mother and coach Melanie's
role in the Roland Garros affair
has led to a split between the
two. Melanie persuaded Hingis
to come back on court to attend
the trophy presentation, very
ml.lzch against her daughter's
will.

Martina would not be the
first teenager to tell her mother,
who was not at courtside on
Tuesday to get lost.

But the pressures of living
cheek by jowl. day after day,
with the person who knows you
best make the tennis circuit a
unique test for the parent child
relationship,

Melanie has coached Mar-
tina since she was two. Graf hit
balls to her father across the
living room sofa aged four.

Some parents see tennis as a
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Australia’s Jelena Dokic, who upset world number one
Martina Hingis in the first round of the Wimbledon
Championships, in action against the Swiss star on June

22,

LONDON, June 23
(AFP/Reuters): It's good to talk,
according to the phone compa-
nies. But not where Boris
Becker and Nicolas Kiefer are
concerned. The two Germans
will meet in the second round of
the men's singles and are for-
mer Davis Cup teammates — but
they're not on speaking terms.

The two fell out after a sim-
mering dispute came to a head
at the World Team Cup in Dus-
seldorf, since when they have
erected a wall of silence.

Kiefer, who now hopes to be-
come the man to end three-time
champion Becker's Wimbledon
career, insists: "It is not a prob-
lem for me. He doesn't want to
talk to me any more but [ don't
know why and I don't care. I'm
here to play tennis.”

CAPRIATI, ROLE
MODEL

She's had her ups and down,
but former teen star Jennifer
Capriati says her well-docu-
mented personal problems are
firmly in the past and that she
now intends to act as a role
model for other young players.

The 23-year-old American
star, who beat Germany's Anke
Huber to reach the second
round, was a Wimbledon semi-
finalist at 15, beating Martina
Navratilova on the way, but her
career came off the rails five
years ago when she was con-
victed ol drugs offences and
drink-driving.

Capriati, who was granted
an exemption onto the women's
tour when just 13 because of her

—AFP photo

CHAMPIONSHIPS CHIPS

Club maintains that right for
itself, prompting one aFent to

precocious talent, said: "I hope I
can be an inspiration to people
of all ages who think they are
down and out and without
hope.”

FRIEND OR FOE

It will a case of friend or foe
for number two seed Patrick
Rafter when the Australian
takes on Jonas Bjorkman in
the second round of the men's
singles.

The Swede is his doubles
partner, "We know each other's
game pretty well, of course, and
maybe it will be just be a case of
who plays better on the day."

Joker Rafter has a secret, il
shifty, plan to see off Bjork-
man. "We are playing doubles
together belore the second
round match and so when |
serve I'll be trying to hit him on
the back of the head.

BIG BUSINESS

Wimbledon is set to make a
46 million pound (65 million
dollars) killing by selling five-
year guaranteed debenture seats
to wealthy fans. The so-called
ticket 'white market' will make
life even tougher for ticket
agents who would otherwise try
to sell on spare tickets for the
championships.

The All England Club is ad-
vertising 2,300 debenture tick-
ets valid from 2001-2005 with
each one costing a cool 23,000
pounds,

But ticket agents are angry
that Wimbledon authorities
make it illegal for them to sell
on unwanted debenture tickets.

Instead, the All England

way of hauling the family out of
a mundane, poorly-paid life.
Some stay in the background,
others take firm control and
find it hard to let go when their
little girls are little girls no
more.

Steffi Graf's father Peter was
jailed for three years for tax
fraud. Mary Pierce's father
slapped her when she lost — he
once said: "Mary is a finely-
tuned sports car. Well, 1 built
the Ferrari — and now I want
the keys back.”

Parents everywhere keep a
far closer eye on teenage girls
than on their boys, but in ten-
nis it's worse.

Most 18-year-old boys on the
circuit travel alone or in a
group, but worries about sexual
tensions in the women's locker
room and their youngster trav-
elling with a male coach mean
many parents decide to accom-
pany their children on tour.

Melanie and Martina Hingis
appeared to get on fine, but
there was probably little cause
for friction when the 16 or 17-
year-old Hingis was sweeping
all before her.

Hingis, with her engaging
smile, attracted positive re-
views wherever she went. un-
like the more reserved Gratf,
Martina Navratilova or Chris
"Ice Maiden" Evert in their
early days.

It is unclear whether Hingis'
split with her mother is tempo-
rary, or it marks the moment
when the 18-year-old, her ado-
lescent tantrums delayed by a
few Kears by her tennis tri-
umphs, decided she was adult
enough to take over.

There is no sign that Hingis
is about to fly off the rails — she
has shown the same kind of
dedication that kept
Navratilova, Evert and Graf at
the top for a decade or more — or
that her 'problems' are worse
than any other teenager's.

But if she wanted any en-
couragement that things do get
better, just when it seems they
cannot get any worse, she just
has to listen to Capriati.

On Tuesday, as Hingis was
suffering meltdown to Dokic in
front of disbelieving Wimble-
don crowd, a smiling Capriati
was explainiglg why she was
happy again after five years in
limbo.

"Yout can't change the past, so
it's better that I just live for the
moment now. What happened to
me is hard to understand, but it
has certainly helped me become
a better person.

"l can relax and | just want to
play for fun. I've grown up a lot,
I'm a mature person now, and I
think I'm in touch with every-
thing in my life."

- for printing the

Rios regrets!

SANTIAGO, June 23: Tennis
star Marcelo Rios broke down
in tears Tuesday, interrupting a
news conference about Chile's
Davis Cup team to publicly mull
his private life, reports AP,

. Suddenly veering from talk
ol tennis, the former top-
ranked player bitterly de-
nounced a local magazine's pub-
lication of photographs show-
ing him dancing with a girl at a
Paris disco,

"My lfiancee saw the pictures
and was very upset and our rela-
tionship has ended,” Rios, tears
in his eyes, read from a hand-
wrilten note.

"l am badly hurt. I feel quite
guilty and repentant because 1
know she is suffering because of
my fault. 1 have lost her.,” the
24-year-old player said.

'l would like to show her
that I care. And if was up to me,
I would marry her tu-::laij"

Rios said he is asking his
parents to talk to the women's
parents to try to mend the situa-
tion.

The woman lives in the same
area in Florida where Rios
owns an apartment, close to the
tennis complex where he trains.

Rios criticised the magazine
ictures with-
out considering that "these are
serious feelings of mine."

At that point, he broke down
and was comforted by trainer
Manuel Astorga and team cap-
tain Patricio Cornejo.

'l am proud of being your
lrainer and your friend," As-
lorga said, tightly embracing
Rios. :

tell The Express: "Wimbledon is

acting like an upmarket ticket

tout.”

PARENTS, NO
PROBLEM

Pete Sampras has never suf-
fered from overbearing parents,
a headache that has afflicted
many a rising tennis star in the
high-pressure sport,

In fact, they go to the other
extreme. Sam and Georgia
Sampras have only ever
watched their son play live in
one Grand Slam final — and
that was the 1992 US final
which he lost.

Sampras, one of the greatest
players in the history of .the
ﬁame. has a deep affection for

is parents and rings them
back home in Palo Verdes Cali-
fornia several times a week.

But the pre-Wimbledon rit-
ual is always the same with fa-
ther Sam, a retired engineer,
telling him: "Pete, you're doing
fine without us. Good luck. See
you when you get home."

VORACIOUS AUSSIES

Wimbledon is the perfect
couch potato's dream for 520
million tennis fans around the
globe.

A staggering 5,552 hours of
tennis were beamed around the
world from Wimbledon last
year to 175 countries.

In Taiwan, coverage of the
tennis bonanza was confined to

just one hour. Tennis fans in

Syria, Togo and Tunisia had to
make do with only three hours.



