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AL golden jubilee celebrations begin

PM pledges to eradicate poverty

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday promised to
eradicate poverty and achieve
economic progress for building
a self-reliant Bangladesh, re-
ports UNB.

"My mission is to ensure
food and other basic needs of
the people,” she told Parliament
on the occasion f the golden ju-
bilee of Awami League.

Hasina said democracy must
be strengthened for a strong
base of economy and for that
"we want to make Parliament
more effective.”

The golden jubilee celebra-
tion of Awami League coincides
with the completion of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's three
vears in office.

Referring to her assumption
ol power on June 23, 1996,
Hasina said that after overcom-
ing many odds and obstacles,
Awami League got electoral
mandate to serve the cause of

deprived people.

"In last three years we have
resolved many long standing
complex issues, including the
sharing of the Ganges water
with India and restoring peace
in the CHT," she said.

Besides, she added, her gov-
ernment ensured people's vot-
ing rights and change power
through ballot.

"The most important thing
we have done is the scrapping of
the infamous Indemnity Ordi-
nance”’, the Prime Minister
said, clearing the way for the
trial of the self-confessed
killers of Bangabandhu and
restoration of rule of law.

She said: "People now be-
lieve that one day the court's
verdict against the killers
would be executed."

On the post-'75 politics,
Hasina said state power was
kept confined in the canton-

ment from 1975-96, but the
Awami League had returned
people’s power to the people
through a long drawn struggle,

She said Bangabandhu took
steps to achieve economic free-
dom of the people by recon-
structing the war-ravaged coun-
try. The country's constitution
was framed within nine
months,

But she deplored that 28
years have passed since inde-

pendence, the country could not
make any real progress.

The Prime Minister, who
looked confident, expressed her
firm optimism that the country
would attain its economic
emancipation and emerge as
golden Bangladesh.

She sought people's blessings
to steer the nation towards its
cherished goal.

Briefly narrating the che-
quered history of Awami

League, Hasina said the party
was [loated on June 23, 1949
under the leadership of
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani and Shamsul Hug.

And that Awami League led
by Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman traversed a long
way on the Bengali's struggle for
freedom and finally, led the na-
tion to independence in 1971,
she said,

There are a few instances in
the world of a political party
that could observe its 50th
founding anniversary, she
added.

The Prime Minister recalled
the great contributions of Syed
Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed,
M Qamruzzaman and Mansur
Alli who led the liberation war
at the directive of Bangabandhu
and also of innumerable mar-
tyrs who sacrificed their lives
for democracy and indepen-
dence.

SOS Children's Village, Bangladesh brough
mark the golden jubilee of SOS Children's Village In
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CPB observes
Demand Day

By Staff Correspondent

Communist Part of
Bangladesh (CPB]) yesterday ob-
served "Demand Day" across the
country.

The slogan of the day was
"We don't want economy of loot
and anti-people budget ... we
want economy with the spirit of
Liberation War".

As part of the central pro-
gramme, Lhe city unit of CPB
organised a rally at Muktangan
in the afternoon with Ashraf
Hossain Ashu in the chair. It
was addressed, among others,
by CPB general secretary Mu-
jahidul Islam Selim, city lead-
ers Mahbub Alam, Mahbubul
Hag Ripon and Dilip Bepari.

he CPB general secretary in
his speech said the present
Awami League is not following

the economic philosophy of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
instead Sheikh Hasina is run-
ning the country by lollowing
the policy of Khandaker Mush-
laq.

He further said that the
Awami League government is
also following the economic
policy of the previous Jatiya
Party and BNP governments.

Mujahidul Islam Selim said
the economy which now exists
in the country is contrary to the
spirit of the Liberation War,

He demanded immediate
amendment of the proposed
budget and urged a welfare-ori-
eénted national budget which
would truly help the poor people
of the country.

After the rally, leaders and
aclivists of the party brought
out a procession and paraded
different streets.

Meanwhile, general secre-
tary of Communist Party of In-
dia A B Bardhan visited the CPB
office yesterday morning and
held a discussion with its lead-
ers. During the nearly two hour
long meeting, the discussed var-

lous regional and international
iSsues,

o

Engineer Mohammad Alj
Hossain, a former sub-divi-
sional engineer of Public Works
Department died of heart attack
at Holy Family Hospital on
Tuesday night. He was 67, re-
ports BSS.

He left behind two sons, two
daughters and a large number of
relatives to mourn his death.

He was the eldest son of
noted educationist late Tami-
juddin Master of Bhawal
Monoharia village under
Keraniganj thana.

Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, Gen-
eral Secretary of Dhaka Union
of Journalists (DUJ), has ex-
pressed deep shock at the death
of Engr. Ali Hossain.

Death anniversary

The fourth death anniver-
sary of Md Ibrahim Khan, life
member of Khulna Samity and
Muslim Institute, founder
member of Mymensingh Home-
opathic College and an Income
tax pleader was observed on
Monday, says a press release.

On this occasion a milad
mahfil has been arranged in his
Mymensingh residence tomor-
row. '

All relatives and well-wish-
ers are requesied to attend.
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Conference: the ‘World Bengali Personality Confernece'
will be held. National Personality Awards and National Yearly
Awards will be presented during the programme. Chief guest:
Abdus Samad Azad. Foreign Minister. Venue: Main auditorium.
National Museum, Shahbag. Time: 4.30 pn.

Memﬂrial LEEtHI‘E: Ekatiurer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul

Committee will hold "Jahanara 1
the 5th death anniversary of Jal

nar room at DU. Time 4.30 pm.

MEEtiIlg: The regular weekl
Dhanmondi will be held. Venue:

Ltd. Time: 5.30 pm.

Fﬂundin%
held to mark t
nifol” will be staged

e 6th founding

mam Memorial speech” to mark
1anara Imam. Venue: TSC semi-

y meeting of the Rotary Club of
Family Lounge of Dhaka Club

ANNniversary: A variety show will be
anniversary of Natyadhara. "Ag-
after the variety programme. Venué: Guide

House auditorium. Time: 5.00 pm and 7.00 pm respectively.

Closin
ninth vear

ceremony: : s
ong certificate course of Theatre School will be held.

The closing ceremony of the

Venue: Mahila Samity auditorium. Time: 7.00 pm.

Fazle Hasan Abed, Executiv
Bangladesh-made arsenic field test kits and refills from
UNICEF representative Shahida Azfar.

receivin

UNICEF-BRAC joint research
project at Sonargaon

A community based action
research programme for ar-
senic mitigation has been
signed between UNICEF and
BRAC recently, reports UNB.

Supported by UNICEF, the
programme is being imple-
mented in Sonargaon thana of
Narayanganj and Jhikar-
gachha thana of Jessore as part
of an integrated action research
initiative worth 500,000 US
dollars.

The programme will cover
200 villages in four thanas un-
der the overall guidance of Re-
search and Development com-
mittee of the Department of
Public Health Engineering
(DPHE), said a UNICEF press re-
lease yesterday.

The programme is aimed at
building capacity of the com-
munity and to undertake activi-
ties that will lead to compre-
hensive, sustainable and com-

munity-based solutions for ar-
senic contamination.

It will test tubewells and
identify, select and install al-
ternative water supply sources
depending on feasibility and
sustainability.

Among the options to be
considered will be the commu-
nity based pond sand filter
which taps surface water as a
source ol drinking water as well
as rain water harvesting sys-
tems which make us of rain
water at the household level.

Locally manufactured field
kits have been procured by
UNICEF and handed over to
BRAC to facilitate testing of
tubewells.

UNICEF has procured some
150 kits and 200 refills from
General Pharmaceuticals. A
complete kit can perform 50
tests while a refill can perform
100 tests.

Due to strong monsoon moderate rain or thundershowers
with temporary gusty wind is likely at most places over the

country

with moderately heavy to heavy falls at places during the

next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB,
Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

country, Met Office said.

Yesterday's highest temperature of 30.6 degree Celsius was
recorded at Jessore and the lowest of 23.3 degree Celsius at Mai-

jdee Court.

The sun sets today at 6:50 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:12 am.
Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Hurmidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evenirég
Dhaka 29.5 25.8 g5
Chittagong 282 24.7 95 92
Rajshahi 30.0 25.4 100 86
Khulna 25.4 S 89

28.6

Publishers' Assoc
demands
cancellation of

tender notice
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Book Sellers'
and Publishers' Association
(BBSPA] yesterday threatened
to boycott the invitation of ten-
der for printing textbooks if the
government f[ails to streamline
the tender process and revive
the previous procedure for pub-
lishing and distributing books
for secondary level students.

Demanding cancellation of
the tender called for publishing
hook for the year 2000, BBSPA
ledders also demanded pun-
ishment of those officials of the
National Curriculum and Text-
book Board [NCTB) who were
responsible for creating "illegal
buffer stock," causing a huge
loss to the government exche-
quer.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the Jativa Press Club.
the BBSPA leaders cited several
vagueness" in the tender notice
published in the newspapers re-
cently. "Publishers are not be-

ing able to participate in the
tender due o vagueness in it."
they said.

"The tender did not mention
the break-up of number of
books for each subject and it
also failed to mention the price
ol newsprint required for pub-
lishing of the books.” the lead-
ers said.

Among others, BBSPA pres-
ident Kazi Mosharaf Hossain,
secretary general Mohammad
Abu Taher and member secre-
tary Shah Alam spoke on the
OCCiIsinD

JCD observes
Sumon’s death

anniversary

By DU Correspondent

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD). the student wing of appo-
sition BNP. brought out a
mourning procession in the city
yesterday to mark the third
death anniversary of its leader
Jafar Ullah Sumon.

Starting from the Dhaka
University campus in the
morning. the mourning proces-
sionn ended in front of the Na-
tional Press Club where the JCD
held a rally.

Addressing the rally the JCD
leaders threatened to launch a
vigorous streel movement
against the Awami League gov-
ernment if they failed to stop its
repression on opposition.

They said that the AL gov-
ernment began their repressive
activities with the killing of
JCD leader Sumon in Sonapur
ol Noakhali three years ago.
They urged the government to
stop such "undemocratic” activ-
ities immediately.

Activists of JCD will also
Stage a demonstration in the
cilty today to protest the na-
tional budget for the fiscal
1999-2000.

Presided over by JCD presi-
dent Habib-un-Nabi Sohel and
leaders Nasiruddin Ahmed
Pinto, Tariqul Islam Bani,
Rafig Sikder, Sagir Ahmed, A B
M Mosharraf Hossain and
Manir Hossain addressed the
rally.

ROK envoy calls
on Yusuf

South Korean Ambassador
to Bangladesh Tae Kyu Han
called on Health' and Family
Welfare Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf at his office yesterday,
reports UNB.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters relating to
mutual interest. Han also dis-
cussed the management and
formal inauguration of a hospi-
tal established at Savar with
financial assistance from
South Korea.
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Prime Minister and Presid

ent of Ban
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gladesh Awami League Sheikh Hasina presenting

crest to former Indian Prime Minister I K Gujral during the golden jubilee celebrations of
Awami League yesterday (top), and artistes performing dance to mark the occasion (above).
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| Khaleda visits

ailing Justice

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia visited ailing Jus-
tice Latifur Rahman in Suh-
rawardy Hospital yesterday
evening, reports UNB.

Now a judge of the supreme
Court, Justice Latifur Rahman
is likely to head the caretaker
government as he is supposed to
retire as Chief Justice shortly
before expiry of term of the pre-
sent government in June 2001,

According to the law. imme-
diate past Chief Justice should
head the caretaker government
and hold general elections.

Begum Zia also visited BNP
Treasurer Shah Alam who is
undergoing treatment in the
same hospital.

Bangabandhu Bridge

Tk 55.17 cr tolls
realised so far

Tk 55.17 crore was realised
as tolls since the operation of
Bangabandhu Bri - started in
June last year, reports UNB,

Communication Ministers
Anwar Hossain gave the figure
in Parliament yesterday reply-
mg to M Fazlul Azim (BNP-
Noakhali).

In reply to Sarwar Jamal
Nizam [ENP-Chittagung], he
said air-condition facility
would be provided shortly in
the newly introduced Subarna
Express train on Dhaka-Chit-
tagong route.

The minister told Alamgir
Haider Khan (BNP-Chandpur)
that several steps were already
taken to reduce the loss in
Bangladesh Railway.

The steps include improving
passenger services, leasing out
commercial part of a few trains
to the highest bidders, provide
‘on -board service" ir inter-city
trains, leasing fibre optic tele-
com of railway to the private
sector and introducing com-
multer trains.

Most BCL workers unhappy
over delay in forming
full-fledged central body

By Abul Kalam Azad

A majority of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) aciivisis are dissatisfied
and expressed strong resent-
ment as their leaders failed to
form a tull-lledged central unit
of BCL cormmittee eight months
after a bl-member committee
was formed.

Maoreover, frustration
gripped both the 'voung and
'dedicated’ BCL acilivisls because
of the prolonged delay in an-
nouncng the full-fledged com-
millee

Insiders said that the dedi-
caled activists have lost ‘confi-
denice’ in the top BCL leaders for
their dilly-dally attitude over
the forimation of the committee.
Many of them have lost their
imterest in student politics and
are hardly attending their party
aclivities on the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus.

~ Sources also said that the
activists have been demoralised
as they did not get any place in

the 51-member central unit of
BCL committee for which they

were waiting lor years.

A Dl-member new central
committee was announced onn
October 22 last year after a gap
of four years with Bahadur
Bepari and Ajay Kar Khokan as
its president and general secre-
tary respectively.

The president and general
secretary of the committee who
are responsible for announcing
the full-fledged committee,
failed to do it despite their re-
peated assurance, many BCL
activists said,

IUs very disappointing that
a lull-Nledged central committee
was not announced in the last
eight months."” regretted one ac-
tivist who was very desperate to
see himself in the committee.

He said that forming a full-
fledged committee is not diffi-
cult task. "As head of the organ-
isation, the willingness of the
president and general secretary
of the central committee is
enough for it," the deprived
worker said,

‘I don't see any reasons to al-
tend the party activities any-
mere as all my hope have been
shattered," said another dis-
gruntied worker.

Some of the workers also
said that they requested the
president and the general secre-
lary several times but they
turmed a deaf ear to the plea.

After waiting for eight
months, many BCL activists
now believe that the full-fledged
committee will never be
formed.

In the last few months, the
[Dhaka University campus has
seen several untoward incidents
like stabbing and attack on
workers over the formation of
the committee. A group of de-
prived activists also staged
demonstration demanding
formation of full-fledged cen-
tral committee,

On the other hand, many
BCL men made the allegation of
violating party constitution in
forming the new BCL central
comimittiee as non-student and
aged activists were accommo-
dated in the committee.

Trade of weavers
under threat in
Kishoregan;

KISHOREGANJ, June 23: The
weavers of handloom factories
in Bhairab and Kuliarchar
thanas have been facing mani-
fold problems in view of high
prices of raw materials and in-
flux of smuggled cloths, reports
UNB.

The price of dyes, yarn and
other necessary materials shot
up recently raising the cost of
production.

About 5000 weavers are af-
fected by shortage of working
capital and lack of government
patronisation,

The availability of foreign
cloths. smuggled malierials and
spill over from the garment fac-
tories, at cheaper prices has
considerably reduced the de-
mand of handloom products,
the weavers said.

The handloom products like
saree, towel, bed sheet, bed
cover used to enjoy a great de-
mand.
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Bangladesh Restaurant

Malik Samity brought out a

procession in the city yesterday demanding withdrawal of
VAT imposed on them under the new tax regulations.
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Poultry feed

From Page 1

that animal feed or its compo-
nents imported from those
countries might contain a high
level of dioxin.

After reports appeared in the
newspapers, the government
has banned import of all dairy
and poultry products lrom Bel-

gium. the Netherlands and
France. For importers who

- have already opened Letters of

Credit, the government has said
that their imported consign-
ments would only be released
after it is found free from
dioxin contamination. Al-
though there was no mention of
poultry feed or its components
in the government announce-
ment, it was learnt last night
that the customs' authority in
Chittagong has seized several
imported consignments of pro-
tein concentrate (poultry feed)
from Belgium andpthc Nether-
lands.

But scientists pointed out
that Bangladesh does not have
any technical capacity to check
the content of dioxin in animal
feeds or human food products.
BAEC has never before tested
dioxin.

The scientisis wondered
what urgent measure the gov-
ernment could take to test the
presence ol dioxin in human or
animal food.

"Many unscrupulous traders
might be looking for dumping a
huge amount of this contami-
nated food and feed in the
countries where there is no
mechanism to check. The gov-
ernment should be careful in
this regard," said Manzur Mur-
shid Khan.

After laboratory tests in
Belgium found traces of dioxin
in food: products, the govern-
ment there withdrew and de-
stroyed huge quantities of
chicken, pork, beef and dairy
products from the market.
Some of the contaminated
products also found way to
France and Netherlands trig-
gering a general alert.

'‘Super' disasters

From Page 1

The El Nino phenomenon
shows "compelling” evidence of
trends towards weather trig-
gered super-disasters, the report
said,

The federation noted that the
drought in Indonesia set off a
chain reaction of crises from a
rice crop failure to massive for-
est fires burning out of control,
paralysing parts of the country
with a toxic layer of smoke.

"Everyone is aware of the en-
vironmental problems of global
warming and deforestation on
the one hand., and the social
problems of increasing poverty
and growing shanty towns on

L

just 11 percent of insured losses

worldwide. In many countries,
flood insurance is simply not
available, the report pointed
out.

The survey did highlight one
bright spot.

Data contawu.cd in the rep.
showed evidence that higher
investment in disaster pre-
paredness pays off.

For instance in China. a re-
cent analysis of disaster pre-
paredness indicated that 3.5
billion dollars invested in flood
control over the last 40 years
had saved the economv 12 bil-
lion dollars in potential losses,

the other,” said fedér:uimwmiﬁter l‘Ef}[E_ﬂ!_B

ident Astrid Heiberg.

"But when these two facters
collide, you have a new scale of
calastrophe." she said, adding
that the insidious combination
was throwing millions more
people into the path of potential
disaster

In 1998, natural disasters
created more "refugees” than
wars and conflict as déclining
soil fertility, drought, flooding
and deforestation drove 25 mil-
lion people from their land into
packed city slums.

The report' warned that
emergency aid funding had
dropped by 40 percent between
1894 and 1997 frem a peak of
3.9 billion dollars to 2.1 billion
as rich countries tightened
their purse strings.

11 1998 alone, more than 700
"large-loss" natural disasters
caused more than 90 billion
dollars in economic losses, far
outweighing the insured tally,
according to reinsurance [irm
MunichRe,

In the case of Hurricane
Mitch. only two percent of the
estimated seven hillion dollar
economic burden was covered,
the report said.

"And that substantial gap
will increase as the insurance
industry continues to retreat
from the front line of disaster
coverage to escape escalating
losses,” the federation said.

Insurance cover for floods,
deemed the most murderous
catastrophe, is the most scarce.

Floods account for almost
half of all economic losses but

- JS tidbits

From page 12
Anwar told Matia who replied,
“I challenge you to prove the
growth statistics.”
* ok ok

BNP lawmaker and former
army major Hafizuddin Ahmed
was critical of the quarrel tak-
ing place these days in parlia-
ment among the rival MPs. Re-
ferring to the comment by a
woman MP the day before,
Hafiz said. "Her comment can
only be compared with those ut-
tered by the women who queue
for water at Kaltabazar.”

The outspoken opposition
legislator also requested the
Chair to switch off the micro-

hone of anybody who would be
ound speaking so in future.

Earlier, Magbul Hossain of
AL also admitted that the be-
haviour of the lawmakers was
bound to destroy their image to
the people. “People used to hold
student leaders in high esteem
but they try to avoid them now-
a-days. If we continue hurlin
abusive languages against eac
other, people will also ignore us

one day.”
L B

Jamaat-e-Islami MP Delwar
Hossain Saidee found the new
budget unislamic as he did not
find any mention of Islamic
rule and provisions in the text.

He first criticised the fi-
nance minister for his gratitude
to the prime minister. "A Mus-
lim should express his or her
gratitude to Allah first and then
to anybody else,” Saidee said.
Calling the budgetary alloca-
tion for the defence sector inad-
equate, he claimed that there
was an order from Allah to kee
a strong and well-equippe
army.

Corruption in
purchasing
aircraft

Civil Aviation Minister
Engr Mosharral Hossain in
parliament yesterday revealed
stories of corruption by the pre-
vious governments in buying
and selling aircraft of
Bangladesh Biman, reports
UNB,

During his budget s h he
said 28 million US dollar were
spent in buying two ATP air-
craft which could be purchased
at 14 million US dollar.

Mosharraf said three F-27
used aircraft were sold out at
throwaway price of 6 million
US dollar while two airbuses
were purchased at 150 million
US dollar.

Some 50 million US dollar
[Tk 250 crore) were misused in
aircraft purchase deals, he said
and guestioned who misappro-
priated the money,

The minister alleged similar
irregularities and embezzle-
ment of funds in buying DC-10
aircraft and accused the previ-
ous governments of inflictin
heavy losses on the nationa
airlines.

He informed the House that a
case was filed with the Bureau
of Anti-Corruption that is in-
quiring into the airbus pur-
chase deal.

Mosharraf assured that the
present government is ng to
make Biman a profitable con-
cern and iisted steps to develop
the airport and tourism indus-

try.
Meghnaghat

From Page 1

the infrastructure support like
building the transmission line
from Meghnaghat plant site to
the national grid as yet.

The power project was
originally scheduled to start
generating power on comimer-
cial basis from early 2001. But
due to delay, this project will
not be complete before 2003.

Meghnaghat's ave
power tariff is only 2.79 ¢ .s-
which is half the power tariff of
the private barge mounted
plants.

The Meghnaghat power
plant tender proposals were re-
ceived by BPDB in July 1997.

The land development for
the Meghnaghat project was
another reason for the r]prat:!_]w:nr:i:‘s
delay. After two yeas of tender-
ing and re-tendering, the Megh-
naghat Site Development Con-
tract was awarded to a Chinese
contractor, represented by a
leading MP of the ruling party.
The contract was signed on
March 22 last. The contractor is
required to hand over the de-
veloped land to PDB and AES in
120 days.

If the land is not made
available to AES before mon-
soon, industry sources believe
that AES might not be able to
maintain the current tariff. The
industry source also indicated
that average construction price
have gone up by 15-20% since
the bid date of July 1997. The
turbine market has dried up
with heavy demand in the US
and European markets.



