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News snaps

Attack on cattle traders

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, June 23: A group of cattle traders came under at-
tack of local terrorists at Tepakhola cattle market here re-

British team
ViSits
Banaripara

BARISAL, June 23: A two-
member British team led by
Frank Junkings, Education
field officer of Development
Funding International
Department (DFID) of the

e iy e s T .

Unabated fishing of
Jatka' in Jhalakati

JHALAKATI, June 23:
"Rupali Biplob" launched by the
government to increase fish

roduction and save fish fry

clining in the region. Tengra,
puti, pabda, khalse, chela,
shing, magur and koi have al-
most vanished from the market

cently. . > as not made much headway in giving an abnormal rise to
Police rushed to the spot but the terrorists fled the scene E:dﬂ?]?e 1}1 hec?ﬁé':ﬁézﬁgg I:TE the district as elsewhere in the  prices, said a fish trader here.
blasting several bombs. Police also fired three rounds of blank gramme of Bangladesh | [ @ i e country, reports UNB. According to the District

shots and later on arrested Jhilan on charge of his alleged in-
volvement in the incident. .

Youth commits suicide

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, June 23: A young man of village Refayetpur in
the sadar thana committed suicide recently taking pesticide af-

ter being lost in gambling.
Poor Ranju .21, of the village went out of his house with

Taka 40 for shop . On way instead of going to market he was
engaged in gambling in a nearby centre. Subsequently he lost
his money. He returned disappointed and finally decided to end
his life by taking pesticide. He was immediately rushed to
Gaibandha Hospital where he died on the next day.

Smuggiedlndiansugarseized‘

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, June 23: Mohespur police recovered 113 bags of .

smuggled Indian sugar and 10 bags of onion from a Jibannagar
bound passenger bus on Friday evening, according to police
SOUrces.

Police said, they searched the bus which started from
Shyamkur in the same thana. None was arrested so far.

Development Society (BDS). a
local non-government organi-
sation, at Banaripara last week,
reports BSS.

They exchanged views with
the BDS officers and teachers
and students of the Reflect
Education Programme Centre
at village Shakaria under
Salia-Bakpur of Banaripara
thana,

Coordinator Serajud Daha,
BDS Deputy director James
Premanauda Biswas and BDS
Area Manager ATM Mostafa,
among others, were present on
the occasion.

Shimul wants to
joln army
From Staff Cnrresz}:mndent

SYLHET, June 23: ASM
Najmul Haque (Shimul) wishes
to join the Army:.

A student of Sylhet Cadet
College-- Shimul who stood
first in the combined merit list
of the Humanities group in the

SSC examinations from
Comilla Board said that he was

Reason: Unabated fishing of
fry, specially 'jatka’ (hilsa fry)

Fishing of 'jatka' and other
fry from rivers is strictly pro-
hibited for safe breeding to in-
crease production of fish, the
main source of.protein. But un-
scrupulous fishermen are
openly engaged in such illegal
fishing using current nets.

- As per the Fish Resources
Preservation Act of 1950, any-
one fishing or trading fry below
nine inches are liable to be pun-
ished with two years' impris-
onment or a fine of Tk 500 or
both.

It is alleged that middlemen
trade fry openly violating the
law, but no action is taken
aﬁ_;liinst them by the concerned
officials for reasons unknown.

Production of many local
varieties of fish is gradually de-

Fisheries Department, annual
fish production in the district
1s about 6,500 metric tons
against the demand of some
9,000 tons.

The pgovernment imposed
ban in fiscal 1986-87 on the
import of current net from
Thailand and other countries to
save the country's fish re-
sources. But current net is being
smuggled into the country from
India.

There were some half-
hearted attempts by the author-
ities to bring the violators to
book, but without much success.

The district administration
and the local Fisheries
Department, in separate drives,
in Sadar and Nalchhiti thanas,
seized seven current nets worth
Tk 70,000 from the Sugandha
river on Saturday (June 19).

Hard days for 3,000
kolus of Kishoreganj

happy enough with his result. KISHOREGANJ, June 23: Bajitpur, Bhairab, Tarail,
..... He got a tetal of B78 marks Over 3,000 'kolus' (oilmen) in 13  Karimganj, Austagram, Nikli
alongwith letter marks in seven thanas have been facing hard- and Sadar.
........ atibiects. ship to run their bullock-driven The demand for edible oil
himul is the eldest among 'ghanis’ (expellers for edible oil) oduced by 'ghani', once a must
three sons and a daughter of Md or lack of adequate funding, or every household, is on the
Azizul Haque, Office Assistant | & @& & = = S I Sl e S reports UNB. wane with cheaper, imported
of Sylhet Cadet College and Many such indigenous oil soybean and palm oil flooding
Shirin Akhtar, producers were forced to close the local markets.

While talking to The Daily
Star at his residence at Sylhet
Cadet College staff quarters,
Shimul said, 'l was confident of

their mills and turned unem-
ployed. About 1,800 bullock-
driven oil expellers used to
rovide for some 12,000 fami-

According to sources, Tk
8,000 is needed to operate a
bullock-driven 'ghani', but the
poor oilmen cannot manage

; .Ef:_:_ _ securing any of the first three ies here, this amount for their own re-
P 5y o ‘ positions'. He used to study for | [0 2o 0 S — There has been a steady de-  sources.
i 0% g . 3 - _ seven to eight hours daily be- Elilrlﬂ in theﬂn;ﬂrﬂber of suc ti'il'l]- S £ the
. : . fore his examinations. He had EEnous o S as more etli- ome ol them are runnin
SYLHET: ASM Najmul Haque (Shimul) who stood first no private tuitor. He is grateful cient and cheaper mechanised their ‘ghani' taking loan at gx.g

in the combined merit list of Humanities group from
Comilla Board seen with his parents-- Md Azizul Haque
and Shirin Akhtar. — Star photo

Another girl commits suicide
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, June 23: One 18-year-old girl has ended her
li}ge recently by taking poison at village Kumarpur in Pakundia
thana.

Nur Nahar Begum, daughter of Azabuddin swallowed poison
following which she was admitted into Pakundia Hospital
where she died later on. The victim appeared in the last SSC ex-

amination, but could not come out successful, police sources
and relatives said.

Discussion meeting

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, June 23: A discussion meeting on 'Role of Poura
Mohila Commissioners’ was held recently at the local Public
Hall audotorium.

Mirza Shakhawat Hossain Moni chairman of Jamalpur
Pourashava was in the chair. The speakers at the meeting said
after being elected commissioners from the reserve seats they
were treated as rubber stamp commissioners. As a woman
prime minister Sheikh Hasina assured to realise the rights of
women, but now they are deprived of work. They urged the gov-
ernment to enchance their remunerations, ensure equal rights
with male commissioners. A good number of women commis-
sioners from greater Mymensingh region took part there.
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to his parents as well as to the
teachers for the result.

A fan of Ronaldo as well as
of Brazil, Shimul regulariuy
plays in the college footbal and
volleyball teams, The existing
system of politics in the coun-
try has annoyed him much.
Readeing books and collecting
stamps is his hobby.

A typical tri-wheeler which is locally called ‘Helicopter’ is now widely on move along the
rural roads of the northern region. The vehicle is operated by shallow tubewell machine.

Such tri-wheeler has eased to a great extent the problem of people’s movement and
carrying goods from place to place.

— Star photo by A K M Mohsin

New paddy procurement target

- a blow to Jamalpur farmers

From Our correspondent

JAMALPUR, June 23: As
paddy growers in the district
are not getting fair prices of
their products the farmers are
resorting to ancient barter sys-
tem, replacing money as the
mode for exchanging goods.

Farmers have attributed the
situation to inadequate gov-
ernment intervention in
Frucuﬁng paddy at government
ixed prices during the current
paddy season, which has wit-
nessed a bumper production,
and activities of middlemen
with crop markets.

The system has been put into
practice in Jamalpur sadar,

warisabari, Islampur, Malen-
dah, Madarganj, Bakshiganj
and Dewanganj of the district.

Farmers in these areas are
procuring a liter of kerosine in
exchange for 5 to 6 kg of paddy
and one bag TSP Tfertiliser,
which costs Tk 450, in exchange
for about three mounds of
paddy. witnesses said,

The government has set a
target to procure only 2 lakh
tons ol paddy from the district
in the current season against
the last year's target of 3.50
lakh tons. Moreover, price this
year has also been revised
downward from Tk 250 per

maund to Tk 215 under the cur-
rent paddy procurement drive.

The decision came as a blow
to the district’'s farmers at a
time when the government has
withdrawn almost all the sub-
sides Irom agriculture inputs.
said local growers.

As fertiliser prices have been
on the increase because of with-
drawal of subsidy and absence
of fair prices of the products ex-
perts apprehend drastic fall in
the output of HYV paddy in the
nexi seasor.

Abdul Karim, a paddy grower
of village Binander para under
Jamalpur sadar thana, said he

had earmarked only 10 bighas
of land for cultivation of HYV
paddy for next season against
30 bighas last season.

Farmers in the village told
this correspondent that they
had already decided to reduce
high yielding variety paddy
farming, popularly known as
Irri, in the next season,

Farmers said total expendi-
ture. including labour, fertilis-
ers and irrigation costs, for
growing per maund of paddy is
about 280 while the current
market price of rice is Tk 230 to

oil mills are being set up in var-
ious parts, including the thana
headquarters of Katiadi,
Hossainpur, Pakundia,
Mithamoin, Itna, Kuliarchar,

orbitant rate of interest from
local moneylenders. This raises
their cost of production and
many were forced to stop oper-
ating their ‘ghani'.

Telephone subscribers'
sufferings increase

MOULVIBAZAR, June 23;
Telephone subscribers often
suffer due to various problems
and shortcomings of the tele-
phone exchanges here, reports
UNB.

According to T&T sources,
there are 10 telephone ex-
changes in the district, includ-
ing the digital exchange at the
district headquarter.

Besides, there are analog, CB
system and magneto exchanges
in the thana headquarters and
other important places of the
district.

Telephone subscribers suffer
mainly due to inadequate
maintenance and staff. They al-
leged negligence and widespread
corruption.

Ten card phone booths were
installed at different places for
providing better telecommuni-
cation service to the people, but
at present only four are in op-
eration. The other six has gone
out of order.

Almost all the exchanges are

running with less than the re-

uired number of operators. At
the district headquarters, with
1,500 subscribers (digital), there
are only 13 posts of operators.
Of them, only 10 are now
working.

There are 350 subscribers in
Srimangal exchange. Only eight
DEeratnrs are working at the ex-
change. Recently, the exchange
has been expanded with addi-
tional 400 lines. Work of the
new lines was completed about
10 months ago, but these are yet
to be formally inaugurated. ,

The number of subscribers at
Kulaura exchange is 351. Only
three of the seven operators are
presently working at the ex-
change. The board at Kulaura
exchange is too old to bear the
burden of the increasing num-
ber of subscribes.

Besides, Baralekka exchange
has 200 subscribers, Rajanagar
exchange 150 and Kamalganj
exchange 75,

PABNA. June 23 :School
boys of this district have scored
an extra-ordinarily brilliant
result in the Secondary Schoo]

From Ranesh Maitra

wirul Ibad stood seventh with
H43 marks; Mohammad Mehedi
Hasan Bin Ghani stood ninth

From Pabna Cadet College a
total of 42 candidates appeared

in the SSC examination this

A brilliant result by Pabna bo

Tk 240 per maund.

L]

marks.
Besides, Shahriar Mamun of
RCN-BSN High School of

L R i ; i il with 841 marks; Mohammad vyear from the General sci Chatmohar stood 14th securing
o : = | Certificate (SSC) examination Noman Ferdous yham- al of el :
SYLHET: Syed Abdul Moin of Sylhet Government Pilo under the Board of Intermediate i 1‘-hix,,:r;:r I:indT MF'}IE?: ﬁﬁtﬂéﬂﬂtﬁ'ﬁjﬁf ci,?,:fifi"giﬂ‘}fﬁﬁ N ll:ﬂirek%nrnrntrcr Frnup Mo- | EiGag af SRR e RN N e
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High School stood 13 th in the combined merit list of the j?sf;lf;}ﬁﬁi?lrifarg;ducatu:.n. Ra s elnarth, Btk Seéurmﬂ group. All of them passed hon.  hammad Ashraful Alam of Du- | Fe iR B ERL ..o...
Science group from Comilla Board this year seen with his A mén}r as 30 b e 836 marks. Mohammad ourably and all have been lar High E“:fhmr stood fourth se-
parents. — Star photo X tyoiont.  Mukhtadir Islam and Moham-  Placed in the first division and curing 812 marks and S M

Erratic power makes life miserable

GOLAPGANJ, June 23: °Erratic power supply here seriousl
hit the subscribers hampering normal actix?i%gs in daily life:f
reports UNB.

Local residents complained that power goes off for at least
five to six hours daﬂi\;. articularly tEe children and aged peo-
ple are worst-hit in the prevajlingbsultry weather. The conditon
of patients in the hospital are beyond description, said the
sources adding that a generator, given by the government, is yet
to be installed. In many cases, emergency operation can not be
performed due to power failure threatening the lives of patients.
Many small mills and factories are on the verge of closer due to

the power problem. Small traders are th -hit ; .
| ity foes ATt Pk e the worst-hit and the stu

Donation for cricket team’s victory

KISHOREGANJ, June 23ZAll police officers of the district
have decided to donate AR@ir one-day salary to Bangladesh
Cricket Control Board (BCCB) for the historic and glorious vic-
tory of Bangladesh in World Cup Cricket '99 over Pakistan
team, reports BSS.

Viral fever in Madaripur

MADARIPUR, June 23: Qutbreak of viral fever has caué.Ld
health hazards in the district. A large number of inhabitants of
the district has been suffering from this fever. reports BSS,

High fever with cough, cold and headache are the symptoms
of this fever which lasts upto one week. The doctors requested
the people not be panicky. They advised the persons suffering

from the fever to take rest and Medicines, accordi {
prescription. - rding to Doctor’s

960 crimes recorded in '98

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Some 960 crimes were officiall
recorded in the dfStfict last year marking the deterioration gf
law and order situation.

According to ;})Kuljce, the crimes included rape, dacoity, hi-
jacking, clash, kidnapping, incident of acid throwing and
women, child repression and murder. But the local people

claimed that the actual number is much higher than th
recorded with police stations. gher than the crimes

Uplift projects L
GAZIP '&';Jﬁ;le"'"' 28 Gazipur Pourasabha has been
implementing 263 development projects at an allocation
of Taka 1,57,82,000 in the current fiscal year, reports
BSS.A pourasabha source said, 163 projects are being

girls from different educational
institutions of the district have
been placed in the merit list in
different groups. There are also
some rural educational institu-
tions which earn the glory of
good result.

Of these 30 meritorious stu-
dents, 22 are from Pabna Cadet
College. From Pabna Zilla
School four examinees obtained

laces in the merit list of the

oard. Besides, one female
examinee from Pabna Govern-
ment Girls' High School, one
from Santhia Pilot High
Schoo, one from Dulai High
School and another from Su-
Janagar  Pilot High School
scored brilliant results.

In the General Science group,
11 examinees of Pabna Cadet
College stood first, second,
third, fourth, seventh. eighth.
eleventh, thirteenth, f{our-
teenth, fifteenth and twentieth
places.

They are: Mohammad Go-
lam Mustafa Bhuiyan who
stood first obtaining 945 marks
in the aggregate; Mohammad
Faisal Bin Selim Khan stood
second with 938 marks: Mo-
hammad Anwarul Islam stood
3rd with 935 marks: Moham-
mad Raihan Masood stood
fourth with 932 marks: Mo-
hammad Mahbubur Rahman
stood seventh with 929 marks:
Mohammad Shakil Adnan
stood eighth place with 928
marks; Mohammad Afzal Hos-
sain stood 11th place securing
924 marks:; Md Mizanur Rah-
man stood 13th with 9292
marks; Moinuddin Igbal and
Golam Mahfuz Khan jointly
stood 14th securing 921 marks
each; Mohammad Golam Sar-
war stood 15th with 920 marks
and Saifullah Siddiqui stood
20th with 913 marks in the ag-
gregate. - :

n the Social Science group
from Pabna Cadet College the
first position was secured by
Mohammad Mashial Alam

madl Saidurzzaman Akhand
also jointly stood 16th with 825

marks each; Mohammad
Khaled Noman steod 18th with
823 marks and Mohammad
Saiful  Islam oblained ]9tih
place in the merit list securing
822 marks in the aggregate.

everyone secured letter marks
in many subjects.

From Pabna Zilla School,
three examinees secured their
places in the merit list in the
General Science group while
one in the Social Science group.
Kazi Mohammad Kamal lbne
Aziz stood 17th with 916
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Mahbubul Alam of Santhia Pi-
lot High School secured 12th
place in the Social Science
group obtaining 786 marks in
the aggregate.

In the Commerce group
Aslamuddin of Sujanagar Pilot
High School obtained 12th
place in the merit list,
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BRAHMANBARIA: A folk cultural festival in progress
which was held here recently.

— Star photo

FARIDPUR, June 23: Farid-
pur-Sadarpur road via Char
Bhadrasan is in deplorable
condition.

Cracks and potholes have
developed at many points of the
narrow road. Two vehicles can-
not ply side by side at a time
through this road.

Passengers have alleged
overloading and reckless driv-
ing cause frequent road acci-
dents in this route. Passengers
suffer a lot due to lack of basic
amenities.

Most of the buses plying
along the road are dilapidated.
They always try to pick up pas-
sengers without considering the
capacity of the buses. Some-
times, passengers are seen trav-
elling on the roof-top of buses.
The buses usually arrive and
depart late and ply at the max-
imum speed. As a consequerce
road accidents occur. Some-
times, the buses go out of order
on way causing untold suffering
to the passengers particularly
women and children.

The conductors and helpers
are often rude to the passengers,
A bridge on the road near
Monikutha bazaar in Sadarpur
thana is in a dilapidaled condi-

Faridpur-Sadarpur road
in bad shape

From Abdul Matin Fakir

before and after any festival,
the buses collect excessive fare
from the passengers causing un-
toward incidents.

In Netrakona

LP gas on sale
at Tk 1,200 per
cylinder

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA, June 23;
Lichﬁiﬁed Petroleum Gas (LPG)
is being sold at Taka 1,000 to
1,200 per cylinder here against
its official price of Taka 260
each cylinder.

LP gas is not available in the
supply depols of Padma,
Jamuna and Meghna oil com-
panies here, company sources
disclosed.

The three companies used to
supply over one lakh LP gas
cylinders to the dealers here ev-
ery month.

Taking advantage of the cri-
sis now, some unscrupulous
dealers are making their for-

4mplemen at a cost of Taka 1,25,82,300 from the own with 878 marks; Abdullah Al tafa Faiaal Arm;n 'ﬁzﬁimn Mahb » o e bndgs iy icellapse ol tune by realising pric
. yl . . : ' 1 ] ! u s HIOV ‘ Prices manmn
resource of the municipality. - i | Imran stood third with ‘864 Mizan, Moin, Mahfuz (3rd row) Sarwar, Saifullah, Moshiul, M}dzll:ﬂalhﬂw;h‘:gn?;'hﬂgﬁi 1;, Iﬁ,ﬂ;’;‘;ﬂ‘iﬂm“‘*‘“‘g casually  times higher than the fixe

marks; Mohammad Mabash-

Mehedi, Noman, Sayeed, Muktadir and Saiduzzaman.

— Star photo

It is also alleged that just

price, consumers said.



