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THREE YEARS OF THE PRESENT

oday, on 23 June, the
Awami League
government under
the leadership of

Hasina, has

Sheikh

completed three years in the

state power, while the nation
has experienced a new
harizon of development and
stability throughout the
Country. In the history of
Bangladesh the periods of
this three years as well as the
three and a half years of
Bangabandhu era after the
great war of liberation would
remain as important
milestones despite series of
obstacles and unlimited
moves of lawlessness caused
by the opposition parties.

The nation was painfully
reverted to governance as
autocratic as that of erstwhile
Pakistani army beaurocratic
regimes after the brutal death
of the father of the nation on
15 August and of the four
great leaders of the nation on
3 November 1975. To
regularize the illegal

Foreign policy 1996-1999

Upholding self esteem abroad
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Awami  League was

returned - to  political
authority through a free and
fair general election, a moral
dimension has come to
descend on the mnation's
foreign policy structure. That
is surely saying a whole lot
about the course - the
government, under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, has taken in
its efforts to carve a niche for
Bangladesh in the global
community. And yet that is
the reality, given the fact that
at this point in time the
country stands poised to

In the three years since the

~expand its horizons where

ties with the outside world are
concerned. Fundamentally,
what the Hasina
administration has been doing
1s adding beef to the policies
enunciated in the early
seventies, following the
liberation of the country, by
the government of the Father
of the Nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. In
those early years,
Bangabandhu defined the
spirit of the nation's foreign
policy in terms of the realities
of geopolitics. Bangladesh,
saild he, would pursue a
course that would welcome
the friendship of all nations
and eschew all manifestations
of hostility towards the
outside world.

The second Awami League
administration, which today
recapitulates the past three
years of its record, has
adopted that old principle as a
measure of the continuity it
would like to see settle on the
foreign policy canvas. The
achievements in external
relations con not be missed.
for they are indeed
remarkable as also multi-
dimensional. Perhaps one of
the most significant of
developments in the pursuit

of foreign policy has been the
resolution of the Ilong-
standing issue of the sharing
of the waters of the Ganges
with neighboring India. It
certainly speaks of the ability
as well as agility of the Awami
League Government that politically
and morally it found itself in a
position where it was able to argue
successfully the . case for
Bangladesh with the leading lights
of the Indian administration.

A very basic reason behind

the success is to be .

deciphered in the political
tradition of the Awami
League. And that tradition
has historically been one of a
wholesale upholding of the
popular cause. As the
political party which
organized and led the
movement for national
independence, the Awami
League has always been
equipped to deal with issues

on a note where its interests
become identified with those
of the country as a whole.
Which was one very
important factor behind the
deal that Sheikh Hasina was
able to conclude with the
Indians, led as they were at
the time by the H.D. Deve
Gowda administration,

The Ganges accord, while
proving decisively that given
the will and the moral
stamina Bangladesh can
make its voice heard on the
regional as well as the global
scale, has added the new
thought that politics in South
Asia is quite capable of lifting
itself from the narrow
confinement 1t has been in for
decades together.

One additional factor that has
gone into buttressing this
aspect of the argument is the
accord the Sheikh Hasina
government was able to

(contd. page 20 )

governments they ‘arranged
farce of referendum and
Presidential elections etc and
thus destroyed the regular and
real process of polling that
continued for long 21 years.

In the year 1996 the
government of BNP was

over-thrown by  mass
movement and Awami
League came to power

through election held under
non party care taker gove-
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina distributing relief materials among flood victims.

rnment. A government of
national consensus was
formed by Awami League led
by Sheikh Hasina, Daughter
of Democracy and of the
father of the Nation Banga-

bandhu Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman with the
commitment of restoring

peoples right. Among other
commitments the party had
formulated prior to election
that included imple -
mentation of development -
model progressive, upto date
and well planned. Then they
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina handing over oldage allowance pass book to an aged man.
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were committed to face the
challenge of 21st century, to
develop a nation free from
hunger and poverty, to
eradicate violence for a
corruption free society, to
ensure human rights and to
restore rule of law.

The Awami League
government 1s on her toes to
fulfill the commitments,

however difficult it really is,
especially since the party has
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been out of state power for
long 21years.

Before the massacre on 1975,
the opposition had been on
massive malified and
concocted campaign against
the then ruling party, that
included the picture of
Bashonti in the funny dress of
fishing net, making Henry
Kissinger utter untrue facts

- and figures, by not allowing

ships carrying food granes to
anchor at Bangladesh Ports,
by misleading people with
definition and meaning of
socialism and the then
government  development
plan on a socialist economy.
There were so many fictious
reports on news and other
media too, Bangabandhu was
obviously too generous and
simple a person to fight out
all  those  mischivious
activities. The opposition of
the present government is
similarly trying their best to
revert to impe-rialist military
governance with the help of
some foreign powers,
everybody should be careful
about this.

During the first three years, the
Awami League gover-nment
has achieved a lot in some
cases that had not been in their
electoral commitment, yet they
did .it in the greater interest of
the nation. '

The Awami League has
successfully established a
government transparent and
accountable to the people that
devoid all influences of party

in power. By introducing a
number of law as well as
undertaking some
administrative measure, the
Awami League has ensured
rule of law and to reinforce
the national parliament as the
principal nerve center of law
and policy making. This
ensured peoples share in the
administration in full.

The Awami League believe in
total freedom of press. The
government of Sheikh Hasina
has undertaken measures with
a view to keeping the
government-owned media
tree of party influences and to
allow them the status of full
autonomous body. The
government has also planned
to transfer the ownership of
the state-owned newspaper to
private enterprenre, while the
separation and freedom of the
judiciary is on process
according to the basic
constitutional principle of the
state.

The party in power is always
behind the principle of
decentralization of power on
‘the concrete  ground  of
democracy. With a view to
empowering the  local
governance system, elected
representatives of the Unions,
Thanas (Upazillas) and Zillas
will be authorised with more
power and responsibility both
administrative and financial.
Bangladesh has been
following a pragmatic foreign
policy of 'Friendship to all,
enmity to none', as was
introduced by Bangabandhu
in the early days of independent
Bangladesh. She is on her toes to
participate actively in various
UN activities. The party in
power is similarly interested in
strengthening friendly and
significant relation with the
world bodies like NAM,
commonwealth, OQIC and
SAARC.

The Awami League had
declared 1t's commitment not to
renew the Friendship treaty
between Bangladesh and India
signed in 1972, necessitated for
this newly born country to
preserve the independence and
sovereignty, and no more
useful in the changed context
of the region. But certain
quarters have been out to make
a Goeblsian propaganda over
the innocent treaty only to
mislead the simple people of
the country, yet, no
government during the 21-
years of Anti- Awami League
era did come forward to refute
or, even, to criticize it. They
however, started the
propaganda afresh since they
have been dethroned from
power. The Awami Leage
government has righty replied
this back by right measure.

Bangladesh  achieved  her
independence and sovereignty
directly in a massive movement
and finally bloody war directly
under the leadership of the
Awami League. Father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was firm and
farsighted enough to take measure
of the removal of the Indian Army
immediately after his return to
independent Bangladesh. In 90
days it was done. The entire
consciousness of liberation and
sovereignty of the coun
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