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News snaps
Lightning claims life of yuﬁg man

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR, June 19 : One young man was killed by
lightning at village Shyamer Kuna in the sadar thana recently.

The tragic incident occurred when he was returning home
from his father-in-law's house. Suddenly a li?tnlng struck
him in front of the house of Rakesh member of the village at
about 6.35 pm on June 9. the victim is identified as Shafiqur
Rahman, 25. He left behind his young wife and a baby.

Historic June 7 observed

MADARIPUR,; June 190 An elaborate programme was
chalked out in observance of the historic June 7 here, reports
BSS.

The programme included hoisting of national and party
flags, paﬁcing wreaths at Bangbandhu's portrait and discussion
meeting. Madaripur District Awami League arranged a discus-
sion meeting in the party office, The district Awami League (AL)
President Eﬂlaj Ferdous Zamadar presided over the meeting,
The meeting was addressed, among others, by district AL secre-
tary Kajol Krisna Dey, Chhatra League district unit President
Khalid Hossain Erad, Secretary Elias Ahmed and Krishak
League district unit Secretary Shakilur Rahman.

Workshop on health.

THAKURGAON, June 19: A two-day workshop on Health
and Population Control was held in the seminar room of the
Deputy Commissioner here recently, reports BSS.

Organsied by the Population Control department the work-
shop was inaugurated by Ramesh Chandra Sen MP. The inaugu-
ralog.lnctjnn was presided over by Alhaj Gulzar Hossain, Deputy
Director, Health and Population Control, Assistant Director,
Population Control M Babar Ali and Civil Surgeon, Thakur-
gaon Dr Shahabuddin, among others, spoke on the occasion.
The concluding session of the workshop was presided over by
Mohammad Asadur Rahman, Director, Health and Population
Control, Rajshahi division.

AL worker slaughtered

MEHERPUR, June ]9 Armed assailants slaughtered a busi-
nessman and ruling party activist at his Sh pur residence in
the sadar thana in the early hours of Monday, reports UNB.

Police said a group of 15 assailants in a pre-dawn attack en-
tered into the house of Awami League activist Enamul Hugq, 40,
by breaking open the window after failing to %et into throu
the iron-gate. They first slaughtered him and then fired on the
body. Earlier, the attackers exploded crackers indiscriminatel
creating panic in the area. A few days back, the assailants too
away Enamul's seven-year-old son Tawhid Hassan from his
house and demanded Taka One lakh as ransom. But police res-

cued Tawhid, family sources said.

BCL sweeps college union poll

TANGAIL. June 19; The electon of the students' union of
Mirzapur Degree College was held on Thursday, reports BSS,

Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL) swept the polls. Abu Say-
eed and Biplab Kumar of Chhatra League have been elected vice-
president and general secretary respectively of the students’
union.
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Shortage of one taka coin, note
From Our Correspodent
JAMALPUR Jun= 16 Shortage of one taka coins and notes.
have been utensibod herg cansing in convenience in transac-
Lici.
mr%ﬂ local people, the note of one taka which is more
or less a ie hias become unusable while the coins are not
visible in the local markets. Local businessmen all that a
section of people had been keeping the newly introduced coins
in their collection adding to the crisis of currency. The rick-
shaw pullers and shopkeepers now-a- days do not pay back

Taka one in their transactions taking the advantage of the
scarcily.

LA , F
' o, ..'-'n. T
; y i o
. L ) "
B 1 i : : 4
. O ] i g a i
R e T 1ofe il = i L 5
n 1 8 v . &
HrEras + Pl !
[} L i f ]
1% r g e T i T ot [ L h :
B d - e kT : ¥ =1 n
e T, T, Lo oy e, g '
o v e AT e e HERED R 5
e e ; o 27
. ' ..

PABNA: The marketing ceremony of a cassette of Nazrul
gsongs through the tunes of Eliza Parveen's guitar was
held here recently on the occasion of the centenary
celebration of national poet Kaz Nazrul's birth,

— Star photo

Acid thrown on housewife

From Our Correspondent - 4
SATKHIRA, June 19: One housewife sustained acid burn in-
juries while she was sleeping in her house here at village
adipur in Debhata thana at dead of night on June 8.

e victim was identified as Debola Rani Sarkar, 34 wife of
Panu Sarkar of the aforementioned village. Police sources said
that the victim was slt:eging on the verandah of her house when
a group of miscreants threw acid on her. She sustained serious
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Govt fails to ensure fair

Kurigram farmers accuse

price of foodgrains

KURIGRAM, June 19: It's a
situation fraught with irony.
When the Food Department
looks unable to accommodate
grains in its godowns due to
massive procurement, farmers
are accusing the government of
failure to ensure fair price of
their produces with due support,
reports UNB.

Local farmers said they
could not make up their pro-
ductions costs this season as
the prices of wheat, paddy and
Ece fell far below their expecta-

on.

They also alleged that a sec-
tion of Food Department offi-
cials were procuring gains from
a vested quarter depriving the

genuine growers,

Amidst massive allegations
of corruption and irregulari-
ties. Food Controller (Rajshahi
division) Mohafiz Ali visited
the district on Thursday.

According to a competent
source, the Food Controller was
also scheduled to visit the food

odowns in Sadar; Ulipur and

jarhat thanas. But he cut

short his visit for reason un-
known. .

Talking to local newsmen,
he said it was his routine tour
and parried a question about
the sudden postponement ol his
planned visit to the thanas.

He told the newsmen that
2,000 metric tons of foodgrains

would be shifted to other dis-
tricts to resolve the accommo-
dation crisis of the local food
godowns.

According to officials, some
4,300 MT of paddy, 5.348 MT of
rice and 9,361 ‘MT of wheat have
so far been procured against the

* target of 8000 MT, 7,000 MT

and 10,100 MT respectively.

While visiting the areas, a
section of farmers told that no
foodgrains have so far been
procured from them.

They alleged that it's not
ossible for them to supply
oodgrains to the government
foodgodowns without the help
of middlemen.

There have been reports that

low quality rice imported from
India and wheat of various de-
velopment programmes have
been stored in the godowns with
the help of “"dishonest UP
chairmen and businessmen.”

A visit by this correspondent
to Rajarhat food godown
showed that paddy has been
stockpiled outside the godowns
by the middlemen for sale, but
the genuine farmers have been
kept at bay.

The middlemen can sell
paddy several times in different
names in collaboration with
the dishonest officials, depriv-
ing the farmers.

When contacted the officer-
in-charge of the godown con-
firmed the irregularities.

Hill widows welfare body seeks

KHAGRACHHARI, June 19:
She is very worried about her
two sons. "How do | teach my
sons"? she mbled.”

Manosi Chakma, 35, has be-
come widow about nine years
back. Her husband, Amar
Bikash Chakma was a member
of Village Defence Party (VDP),
in Babuchhara of Dighinala
thana.

Former Shantibahini guer-
rillas thought that Amar
Bikash Chakma was a spy of
the Bangladesh government.
"So one night the Shantibahini
men rounded up our house and
called out my husband. Later
on, the guerrillas shot dead m
husband resulting in spot dea
of my husband " Manoshi said
this to The Daily Star corre-

Epﬂl:ifll'lmt-

“Ihe incident og in
1997. Since then ] ar‘rtl i l?ﬁ in
misery,” she added.

Manosi Chakma disclosed
that since then she had no
source of income. “Nobody
camrie to help me. I have no
homestead, Now | am staying
with my sons and passing an
inhuman life. " I earn some
money by selling local wine"
she informed.

Like Manosi Chakma there
are so many widows here who
lost their husbands during the
time of CHT crisis. Many of
them are staying with the
mother's relatives,

While visiting to Dighinala

1hana, one,:; widow:.. named,

Chikonya Chakma, 45, said to
this correspondent that her
husband Bindu Chakma had
worked al a house of Bibak-
nanda Chakma, former mem-
ber of Local Government Coun-
cil, Khagrachhari.

"One night the Shantibahini
men came near Bibakanda's
house to kill him and opened
fire . But Bibekananda Chakma
escaped the fire while my hus-
band was killed on the spot,”
Chikonva Chakma said,

2he sl tha! she ad bern
passing a sub-fuman e for a
iong tirme with my four daugh-
ters. "I have no source of in-
come, even a homestead. Now, |
am staﬁing at a place of a Boud-
dha Bihar (Pagoda) at Baradam
of Dighinala”.

Another widow Kalorani
Chakma, 36, sald, after the at-
tempt of killing of
Bibekananda Chakma, my
husband Pagana Chakma, was
beaten to death allegly by the
army personnel. This is because
the armﬂ personnel thought
that my husband swvas a spy of
Shanibahint men, .

Later on. the army personnel

fulfilment of demands

From Shuvra Jyoti Chakma

—

Fate of such widows of CHT hill districts whose husbands were killed by the cadres of
Shanti Bahini, which does not exist now; is uncertain as they do not know whether they

will be rehabilitated at all or not.

gave her Taka Six thousand for 'I
cremation of her dead husband.

They also assured me that they
would give backing for my sons’

teacing up to Scondary School
Certificate (SSC) level. But they
did not keep their assurance’,
ghe added. Her husband was
killed in 1988,

Maya Rani's husband was a
member of Shantibahini. Her
husband died in a gunbattle of
iwo rival groups of Shan-
tibahini in 1982 At that time

chaninehinl was divided into
Lovg giouns, Lambe [Lagisa) and
Batiya (Priti). |
waa}ra Rani Chakma sald to
this correspondent that her
husband was a supporter of
Larma group. "I met Shantu
Larma about three month back.
He only gave me an assurance of
help” she said.
shashi Rani Chakma, 40,

orie more widow said her hus-
band, Batya Chakma was killed
by the settlers in 1986 when es-
caping for India.: She said to
this correspondent showing her
one blind eye which the settlers
had destroyed.

She said that she could not

teacliAMr sons' due to lack of

fund 'l also handed over one of .
my sons to another person to
become a cowboy”,

There is no accurate number
of widows who lost their hus-
bands during the time of CHT
crisis. But it is true that a large

mumber of widows had been:

passing very hard days,

Women from both the com-
munities including tribals and
non-tribals lost their hushands
during CHT crisis.

Meanwhile, a committee
comprising 11 members was
ferined rtecently to coordinate
the widows, The name of the
committee is Hiil Widows' Wel-
fare Association”. The leaders
of the committee recently held a
general meeting with Biskaka
Chakma in the chair.

Speakers at the meeting dis-
cussed with grief that despite
signing of the peace accord be-
tween the government and
PCJSS the matter of rehabili-
tation of the the war widows
remained neglected.

They said. "we are now livin
from hand to mouth” “"We nem%
food, clothing and education
for our helpless and rootless

— Star photo
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The association is now col-
lecting "all' the namies''of such
widows who lost their husbands
during CHT crisis. According to
the association source, the pre-
sent number of widows of trib-
als and non-tribals is 506,

_ The leaders of the associa-
tion recently handed over four
memorandas to the Prime
Minister, Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Jativa Sangsad,
Minister for the CHT affairs,
and Chairman of the Regional
Louncii (RCE where they de-
randed implemention of six
demands of widows.

The six-point demands in-
clude: Granting of 50 lakh taka
for setting upto a handloom in-
dustry, donation of 50 thou-
sand taka for each affected fam-
ily, one year free ration for each
family, employment opportu-
nity tor widows’ children. grant
for education of widows' chil-
dren and settlemnent of five
acres of khas land for each
member.

When talking to this corre-
spondeni the president of the
association appealed for help
for widows .
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' UP member, others
arrested in Sylhet

SYLHET, June 19: Two peo-
ple, including a UP member,
were arrested from Golap

ganj
thana of the district recently on
dy by

charges of grabbing lan

false documents, report agen-

cies.

The arrested UP member
Junu Mia and clerk of a court

Manik were sent to jail hajat.

Besides, a mother and her

son were arrested from village
Nayabanda in Balaganj thana
on June 6 for murder.

Police said Sohel Mia beat

his wife to death on June 5 with

the help of his mother. They
were nabbed following a case

filed with the police.

Another report frorm Kushtia
Alleged arms trader

(32) was
nabbed from Daulatpur thana

adds:
Ibrahim Hossain

health complex on June 2.

Ibrahim was admitted to
hospital after sustaining inf'ur_*,r
of the

orised

in a dispute over sharin
sale proceeds of unau
arms with his co-partners.

On information, police

raided the hospital and arrested

him.

Report from Sirajganj says:
Police arrested a young man
with a pistol from BSCIC area
in Sadar thana recently.

Police said employees of a
cement factory caught Russel
(21) red handed while he along
with two accomplices de-
manded toll from them and
handed him over to the police.

The two others, however,
managed to escape. A case was
filed with police.

Another report from Farid-
pur adds: Police arrested three
people and recovered firearms
in separate raids in the town re-

. ceritly.

Shahidul Islam alias Jewel
and Zahid Hossain were nabbed
from West Alipur area. One pipe
gun and two bullets were also
recovered from their posses-
sion.

Lablu Sheikh was arrested
from his house at Alipur in the
tow for possessing illegal arms.
Police seized one pipe gun and
two rounds of ammunition
Irom his residence. '

Another report from Sher-
pur says: Police arrested two

L

youths along with firearms
from a field adjacent to the
Government Enl{ege in Sadar
thana.

Police said the arrested-So-
hag (19) and Ashis (20)-were en-
gaged in committing highway
robbery. One pipe gun and two
sharp weapons were also seized
from them,.

Report from Comilla adds;
Detective police in separate
drives in the district from May
16 recovered huge quantity of
drugs and arrested three people.

Acting on a tip-off, a police
team halted a baby taxi at Baz-
tadda in the town on May 16
and arrested a young man Liton
with nine bottles of phensidyl.

On May 26, police searched a
Dhaka-bound passenger bus
from Comilla at Paduar Bazar
in Sadar thana and recovered
27 bottles phensidyl.

On secret information, a
special police team raided the
resident of Matin Mia in the
town' s Bagichagaon on May 29

-and arrested him for drug trad-
ing.

Later, on the basis onhis
confessional statement police
recovered 13 packets of ganja,
44 ganja-mixed cigarette and 10
grams raw ganja,

On the same day police in-
tercepted a rickshaw at Paduar
Bazar in Sadar thana and re-
covered 16 bottles of liquor.

Acting on a tip-off, police
raided a group of heroin addicts
at Mia Bazar in Chowddagram
thana on June 2 and arrested a
young man Alamgir. Other
members of the group managed
to escape.

Meanwhile, Kotwali police
recovered Indian sarees worth
Tk 5 lakh from a truck at Pad-
uar Bazar in Sadar thana on
June 5.

On secret information police
tried to halt the struck at Pad-
uar Ea?laéh on the:h- Dhaka-Chit-
tagong highway, but defying the
signa]gthe truclz sped awf];]y.g

Later, upon wireless message
highway patrol police halted
the truck and recovered 2,000
pieces of Indian saree worth
about Tk 5 lakh. _

The driver of the truck and
theﬂnmers of the saree managed

o flee.

ARSENIC
UK team will

examine
tubewell water

JOYPURHAT. June 19: A
British survey team will arrive
here next month in a mission to
examine the extent of arsenic
contamination in the tubewell
water, reports LINB.

FPublic Health Engineering
Department (PHED) sources
said the foreign expert team

‘Will! eoniduct' their survey in’

various areas of the five thanas.,

Recently PHED conducted!’
tesis in the frontier areas and
found arsenic in tolerable
limit:

Earlier; arsenic was detected
bevond the tolerable limit in
tubewell waters in Kaloy thana,

4 outlaws

surrender
in Satkhira

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, June 14: Four
activists of outlawed Biplobi
Communist Party surrendered
to the Police Super (SP) have re-
cently at Tala police station.

They were identified as Ja-
mal Hossain, 30, of village
Ziala Nalta, Syed Maniruzza-
man. 24, and Mahbubur Rah-
man, 24, hoth of Atrai and Saj-
Jlg-.d Hossaimme®®, of Mehendi in

Police sources said, that they
had been wanted in connection
with a number of eriminal
cases including toll collection;
abduction- and killing, They
also deposited one fire arms in-
cluding four round of cartridges.

.....

acid burn injuries on various parts of her person. Its cause is yet
to be known.

5 BCL. workers hurt in clash

HABIGANJ: A two-day workshop on Health and
Population Programme for Journalists was held recently
under the auspices of Habiganj Family Planning
Directorate at the conference room of the local circuit

Road constructed
saving half of

Fish production deficit

From A Correspondent

MACURA, June 19; Five activists of the ruling party backed
Bangladesh Chattra League (BCL) including the president of its
Sreepur thana commiteee sustained serious injuries recently in
a violent clash between its two groups.

They were admitted to Magura Sadar Hospital, Three of them
were in a critical condition and shifted to Dhaka for better
treatment. The injured were idententified as Sangram, 25,
Panna, 28, Belal, 28, Hannan, 30, and Tipul, 25. The two groups
were locked in the bloody clash over eastablishing supremacy
regarding a tender of thana parishad.
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Scarcity of ‘Aman’ seeds
From Our Correspodnent

NETRAKONA, June 19: Acute scarcity of Aman seeds has
been prevailing here;

The farmers are moving here and there or rushing to the
BADC sales centres for s, but the crisis remains ev ere.
Taking advantage of the situaiton some dishonest dealers are

seiling seeds in the black market at a high Srice to earn windfall
rofit. Netrakona Agricultural Extension Department sources

said some 2.5 lakh hectares oi land here have been earmarked
- for cultivation of Aman crop in this season which will necd
about 2,500 metric tons of seeds:

Accommodation problem in jail

From Our Correspondent

{USHTIA, June 19: The district jail here has been facing se-
rious accommodation problem.

The jail authorities said they have also been facing serious
probiem due fo erratic power supply. The security of the prison
is being threatened seriously. Construction of the jail was
completed before the Liberatoin War. It has got the capacity to
provide 450 prisoners. A large number of prisoners are being
accommodated daily. Now the number of prisoners have been

doubled, but there is no arrangement for th .
modation. ANE elr proper accom

Separate incidents kill three

From A Correspondent ;

FENI, June 19: Three people were killed in separate inci-
dents in different parts here from May 31 to June 3, police said.

Police recovered the body of a young girl named Aasha
Khatun, 16, who was the daughter of Abul Keshem of village
Mamanipur in Dagunhhugan thana. Police suspected that it
was a case of suicide. Another body was recovered on Feni-Da-
ganbhuylan road which was identified as Maloti day, a school
mistress of Sudaram thana in Noakhali district. gn]ice sus-
pected that Maloti died by jumping under a s ing bus. Police
also recovered the body of an unidentitied person aged in be-

Ertan 20/25 years from Boshurhat road in Daganbhuyian
ana. '

allocated money

BANDARBAN . June 19 Six-
teen Engineering Battalian of
Bangladesh Army here con-
structed a road saving half of
the allocated money, reports
UNEB.

Commander of the battalion
Lt Col Fazlur Rahman Mrida
told that the government had
allocated Tk 18.30 crore for the
construction of 16.5 kilometer
Dighinala-Marissya road.

But under the direct supervi-
sion of his battalion the con-
struction work was completed
costing Tk 8.95 crore only sav-
ing Tk 9.35 crore. The amount
will be deposited to the govern-
ment soon, he said.

It was learnt that Roads and
Highway (R&H] Department
submitted an estimated cost of

Tk 26.45 crore to the govern-
ment for the construction of
19.5 km road in 1997. The de-

artment constructed three

lometers of the road at a cost
of Tk 9.27 crore. Finding incon-
sistency with the expenses and
the work the government
shifted the responsibility of the

work to the 16 engineering bat-
talion.

. The army completed the
work including the renovation
of the three kilometers of the

road, which was constructed by

the R&H Department at less
than half of the estimated cost.

Lt Col Fazlur Rahman fur-

ther told that no major renova-
tion work of the road would be
needed in next 20 years. °
Mentionable that the 16 En-
gineering Battalion is now con-
structing the 50-kilometer
Thanchi-Chimbuk road at an
estimated cost of Tk 60 crore.

in Pabna 11,000 tons

PABNA, June 19 In this
northern district, which was
once famous for fish. annual
deficit of fish production stands
at 11,000 tons,; an official esti-
mate said.

According to a recently pub-
lished official statistics, at pre-
sent only 2,600 fons of fish are
being produced here annualy.

Of them, 1,500 tons of fish
are beinF produced per vear in
129 beels stretching on about
4.00,900 acres of land. The
rivers produce only 300 tons of
fish and ponds provide 800 tons
of fish every vear.

The statistics say that there
are 460 demonstration ponds
and 222 demonstration fish

From Ranesh Maitra

farms in Pabna district.

Mosl ol the rivers, beels--
vast natural water body-- and
ponds, homes of fish. in the dis-
trict are drying up for various
reasorns, causing a gradual de-
cline in fish production.

llligal structures built by in-
fluential people in rivers, nar-
rowing the width and obstruct-
ing the free flow of waters, are
playing havoc with the fish
production in river water, one
of the major natural sources of
fish,

Moreover, the abnormal fall
in water level in the Padma and
the Jamuna rivers due to ap-
pearance of innumerable
shoals is hampering fish pro-
duciton: The other rivers facing

the same problem. besides wa-
ter pollution are the lchhamati,
the Baral and the Karatoa.

These rivers contain water
only during the rainy season,
local people said. _

The declining trend in the
distriet's fish production has
also been attributed to gradual
siltation and water polution in
beels, another natural source of
fish.

. The beels ineclude Chalan
beel, the largest one, beel Gan-
dahasti, popularly known as
Gaznar beel, Garkar bell, Ichhar
beel, Kumillier beel, Naduriar
beel. Bara beel. Dikshi beel,
Khlishghudaher beel. Roul beel
atid Beel Kurahia.
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MAGURA:

The teachers of 17 colleges in the
l protesting the attack on Abdur Razzak, a teacher of Beroil-Palita Nazir Ahmed College.

district brought out a procession

recently

— Star photo

house;

— Star photo
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NGH: Vendors have occupied a

Imost all the

portions of the main road here creating problems for

pedestrians and transport drivers alike.

— Star photo

Body of young.
girl recovered

From Our Correspondent
MYMENSINGH. June 19

Gaungur police recovered the
dead

ody of a young girl re-
cently from a water body.

Police and the victim's fam-
ily sources said, Halema
Khatun, 15, daughter of Abdul
Majid of village Naugoan in
Gouripur thana went out of her
house on the night of June 5 in
response to natural call. Since
then she was missing. After a
long search, her body was found
il a water body.

Police recovered the body
which bore several injury
marks.

The body was sent to My-
mensingh Medical College
Hospital (MMCH) morgue for

autopsy.

3 feared dead as boat
capsizes in Meghna

From Our Correspondent
BRAHMANBARIA., June 19

Al least three persons are feared
dead when a

at capsized re-
cently in the river Meghna near
village Bishunudi and Koroy-
tola in Banchharampur thana.
According to eye witness, the .
boat was on way to Banch-
harmpur from Norsingdi
through the Meghna river. The
ill-fated boat capsized due to
usty wind. Twenty-five persons
ell down the river. The
boatman and his two helpers
were rescued at once by another
trawler from the spot. Later on
22 were rescued, but the rest
three persons remained miss-
ing till filing of the report. No-
body knows their whereabouts
till 1iling of this report.



