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From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, June 18: In
spector General of Police (IGF]
AYBI Siddiqui today announce:l
that an action plan was taken
to combat terrorism in the port
city.

The announcement came
while the IGP was exchanging
views with the journalists herc
this morning.

The IGP said crimes and ter
rorist activities have gone up
due to availability of sophisti
cated arms,

The terrorists have an easy
access to AK-47 which is not in
rLi:npossessiun of police. This is

J a threat to us, he added.

e said that measures were
underway to deploy a battalion
of Ansars in the city in view of
the shortage of police force.

Turning to the incidents o!
killing he said that 50 persons
were killing in the first six
months of this dyf:ar against 35
persons killed during the corre-
sponding period of last year.

Replying to different allega-
tions against police, the IGF
said thal corruption was the
main problem in the police
administration. "However, we
are trying to control it through
motivation and punishment,’
he added.

DU Senate polls:
GOP bags all

25 posts

By DU Correspondent

Ruling Awami League-
backed Ganatantrik Oikya
Parisad (GOP) bagged all the 55
posts of registered graduate rep-
resentatives to the Dhaka Uni-
versity Senate.

The pro-Vice-Chancellor
announced the results of the
election at 8 am yesterday.

Three others panels — oppo-
sition BNP-supported Jathp,r-
atabadi Oikya Parisad (JOP),
left-leaning Progati Parisad
(PP} and an independent panel
also contested the election.

Out of 31,424 registered

raduates, some 21,000 cast
their votes at 37 centres in the
city and across the country in
four phases to elect the new reg-
istered graduate representatives
ig the DU Senate. The polling
began on June 6 outside the
capital and ended on DU cam-
pusonJune 16.

Advocate AFM Mesbah Ud-
din got the highest 10,570 votes.
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Praver Timings

June 19
Azan Jamaat
Fajr 4-20 4-25
Johr 12-50 1-25
| Asr 4- 5-00
 Maghrib | 7.00 7-05
Esha 7-55 815 .

l Source:. Islamic Fouwrnwlation ]

There is no match today.
The final of the
World Cup '99
will be played between
Australia and Pakistan
at Lord's tomorrow.
BTV, ESPN and Star Sports
will telecast the match live
simultaneously
[rom 3:45 pm.
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ajpayee
arrives
today

By M Anwarul Haq

The ceremonial inaugura-
tion of Dhaka-Calcutta bus
service on the premises ol Os-
many Memorial Hall this
evening will be the highlight of
the visit of Indian Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee who
arrives in the city today on a
two-day visit to Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will receive her Indian
counterpart on his arrival by
special aircraft at 10:45 am.

Vajpayee will be accompa-
nied by Minister for External
Affairs Jaswant Singh and
Foreign Secretary K unath.

This will be Vajpayee's sec-
ond visit to Bangladesh after a
Fap of over two decades. He had
irst come in the late Seventies
as his country's foreign minis-
ter when Morarji Desai was
prime minister.

On the sidelines of the
goodwill trip’, the Indian pre-
mier will take the opportunity

See Page 12 Col 4

Govt formulating Gas Act,

to set up regulatory body

The government is formulat-
ing Gas Act aimed at setting up
of a powerful Gas Regulatory
Commission which will give li-
cernce to gas operators, ensure
public safety and punish viola-
tors of the Act.

As per the proposed Act,
none will be allowed to export
or import gas except under a li-
cence granted hﬁr the govern-
ment. of the Act is
now being reviewed by the En-
ergy Ministry, sources said.

e Act will determine pol-
icy and institutional frame-
work, use of gas and technical
and safety standard. It will also
provide for amendment to laws

relating to processing, trans-

mission. distribution and sup-
ply of gas.
The draft was prepared
ointly by National Economic
arch Associates (NERA), UK
and Dr Kamal Hossain & Asso-
ciates, Bangladesh under an
Asian Development Bank
Technical Assistance Project
on “Gas Regulatory Authority

By Sharier Khan

for Bangladesh™.

In June last year, NERA
submitted a preliminary report
outlining the need for new gas
laws. On the basis of the report,
the Energy Ministry initiated
the process for formulation of
new laws.

The draft says, the Act will
help development of the natural
gas sector "within a competitive
environment and with signifi-
cant private sector participa-
tion”,

It will facilitate establish-
merit of a regulatory framework
to "promote and safeguard com-
petition and fair and efficient
market conduct”. "

Besides, it will ensure safe
operation of the gas industry in

e absence of competitive con-
ditions and will "regulate con-
duct in the sector and prevent
misuse of monopoly power".

The proposed Bangladesh
Gas Regulatory Commission
would be formed with a Chair-
man and four members. The of-
fice bearers will require 15

Force govt to withdraw

budget: Opposition

By Staff Correspondent

Opposition leaders yesterday
called upon the countrymen to
build up strong resistance
against the proposed national
budget and force the govern-
ment tc;r withdra\;.r it for the in-
terest of the people.

The ENP-Iedpn position al-
liance made the caﬂ at separate

ublic rallies organised in dif-
erent parts of the city yesterday
afternoon to observe the
countrywide “Protest Day”.

The ngpusitinn has termed
the new budget for 1999-2000
fiscal as “anti-people and
aimed to kill the poor”.

As parts of the programme,
BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and Islamic Oikya Jote,
held separate rallies and
brought out procession at all
city, district and thana head-
quarters across the country.

In the capital, BNP organ-
ised a public rally at Paltan
Maidan with city unit convenor
Sadek Hossain Khoka MP in
the chair. It was addressed,
among others, by BNP secretary

eneral Abdul Mannan
huiyan, Khandaker Delwar
Hossain MP, Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain MP, Barris-
ter Moudud Ahmed and MK
Anwar MP.
Mannan Bhuiyan said the

Ernpused ‘anti-people’ budget
as proven that the government
has become isolated from the
people and is working against
the interest of the people.

Referring to government
claim of 5. tger cent growth
rate, he said this is only in pa- -
per. There has been no growth
since the Awami League came to
power. "People of the country
would have realised if there was
any real growth.”

On the finance minister's
claim that no new taxes were
imposed. Bhuiyan questioned
how the government would earn
Tk 1050 crore as additional
revenue.

He said the government with
the objective of reducing envi-
ronmental pollution has im-
posed 100 per cent tax on auto-
rickshaw and tempo as it said
these wvehicles spew black
smoke heavily. But there is no
logic in importing Indian diesel
engines since those pollute en-
vironment, too.

The BNP leader said imposi-
tion of tax on 14 service sectors
will ultimately affect the com-
moners. He said the taxpayers’
money will eventually go to the
pockets of corrupt tax officials
instead of national exchequer.

See page 11 col 7

Free quota encourages

export: BGMEA

By Rafiq Hasan

Free quota system should
coritinue in garments export to
the US and Canada for an-
sion of the market, BGMEA has
said. :

"We have already ap-
proached the government to re-
consider its decision ", BGMEA
Vice-president Nurul Haque
Sikder told this correspondent
yesterday. The government in a
recent notification cancelled
the system from next month.

€ system is necessary to
encourage new exporters and
develop the sector.” said the
Vice-president of, the
Bangladesh Garments Manu-
facturers and Exporters Associ-
ation.

The system l¢i = exporters
"adjust their export orders” and
encourage new entrepreneurs to
come in the business, he said.

“If the system is abolished,
many garmentis factories will
face tremendous difficulties in

&

fulfilling export orders. As a re-
sult the factories will suffer a
lot,” Sikder said.

The government has nothing
to lose by continuing the sys-
tem, he noted.

“India and Sri Lanka have

similar systems for new en-

trepreneurs.” he claimed,
xplaining the advantage of
free quota system, he said, "For
example, an exporter gets an al-
lotment of 950 dozens from the
‘performance quota’. But the
emand from the buyer is 1000
dozens. In this case, the ex-
porter can procure the rest from
others who got free quota al-
lotment".

Sikder said the issue is very,
sensitive and the government
should continue the system.

Government officials how-
ever allege that the free quota
system is responsible for "mal-
practice and corruption” in

See page 11 col 6

year's experience in govern-
ment, law, business, industry,
commerce, engineering etc.

The Commission will be in-
dependent in exercising its
powers to develop the gas indus-
try. meet needs of different
zones in the country, promote
competitive market conduct,
preven!t misuse of monopoly
power: facilitate entry into the
relevant market and maintain
the financially viable gas in-
dustry,

Gas industry operators will
require licence from the Com-
mission to operate in the fields
of gas transmission, processing
and distribution. It will also
ensure that licenses under the
Act are given in a "fair and
transparent way without undue
discrimination”.

The Commission will advise
the ministers concerned and
the Jatiya Sangsad on gas re-
lated issues. -

It will appoint a Chief Gas
Safety Inspector to ensure

See page 11 col 8
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Zainul fh
over Tk 14 lakh
at Sotheby's

By Ziaul Karim

Bangladeshi art for the first
time tasted the flair of interna-
tional auction at the prestigious
Sotheby's on London, June 17,
1999.

Zainul Abedin, who was in-
strumental in founding Art In-
stitute in Bangladesh in 1948
and led the art movement in
this part of the world, fetched
18500 pound sterling (Tk
14,24,500) at Thursday's auc-
tion of modern and contempo-
rary South Asian Paintings.

Zainul's brilliant observa-

See Page 12 Col 1
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Formal opening of bus service today
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Basu 'excited,' hopes for
early train service

Jyoti Basu, Chief Minister of
West Bengal, has expressed the
hope that there would be early
resumption of train communi-
cation between the two coun-
tries to facilitate cheap and eas-
ier travel,

He also hoped that bus ser-
vices would be started between
Dhaka and Agartala.

"1 hulpe there would be rapid
efforts for resuming train ser-
vice between the two sides
which would be 'less expensive
and easier’ than bus travel for
the movement of our people.
Being cheaper, rail link would
enable our people to know one
another more closely,” Basu
told newsmen after his arrival
in Dhaka yesterday on a three-
day visit to attend the formal
inaugural of Dhaka-Calcutta
bus service today.

Basu, who did vital ground
work before conclusion of the
Indo-Bangladesh water sharing
treaty and was very keen to
start bus service between the
capital of his state and the
Bangladesh capital, spoke with
enthusiasm about opening up
the ‘entire surface communica-
tion frontier” between the two
countries.

© I am very excited. What 1
tried between our government
and the BEIIFIadEEh govern-
ment is establishing a commu-
nication link and that is now
t shape,” the West Bengal
Chief Minister said .The matter
of resuming rail communica-
tion was discussed by him with
the previous government and
also the present government, he
added.

Basu said Indian Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee who
is coming today is likely to dis-
cuss the issue with his
Bangladesh counterpart Sheikh
Hasina.

" Opening of direct bus link
is very significant. It is fulfil-
ment of a long cherished dream
of mine. Today I am very happy
indeed that the service is start-
ing [tomorrow). I was wonder-
ing why it was being delayed.
Even the Dethi-Lahore bus link
began earlier (in February)", he
said.

Direct bus links between
Dhaka and Calcutta, he said,
would be very beneficial for all
including businessmen, traders
and the commonman and also

ive a boost to cross border
usiness,

"We ipeople of Bansladesh
and West Hengal} speak the

By Staff Correspondent

same lanﬁuaﬁf but we do not
know each other and rarely get
a chance to interact. It will now
open up a huge window of pos-
sibility. Particularl our
younger generation will get an

opportunity to know one an-
other more closely.”

Basu said that when he met
the Chief Minister of Tripura
two days back, the CM asked
him to convey to the
Bangladesh Prime Minister
that direct bus link should also
be set up between Dhaka and
Agartala. He felt it would help
the eastern Indian state.

Asked if bus service between
Dhaka and Siliguri should also
be started, he said, "Let these
(two) start now. One should pro-

o

West Bengal Chief Minister Jyoti Basu

ceed gradually.”

He said his government has
‘extended road link facility to
Nepal'.

The visiting Chief Minister
said condition of the road for
bus travel on the West Bengal
side is bad. He is seeking sup-
Fort of the Indian government
or improvement ol the road
and if it is not done, it will be
done by his state government,
he added.

Basu was due to meet Sheikh
Hasina at a private dinner yes-
terday evening,

Asked if he would visit his
ancestral home at Barodi, 26
km from the t:it?y. he replied,
"How would I go? I do not have

See Page 12 Col 6

was received by

Communications Minister Anwar Hossain on his arrival at

ZIA yesterday.

— Star photo

In 1992 the equation was 22
runs from ONE delivery, In
1999 it was ONE run from 4 de-
liveries. While the former was a
cruel joke, the latter was a dis-
tinct possibility for the South
Africans specially with Lance
Klusener on strike. But the
hard-hitting allrounder lost his
cool at a time when it was most
needed and attempted an im-
possible run with the last man
— Alan Donald as non-striker
at the other end and seven
Aussie fielders inside the circle
to prevent a single. Donald,
thoroughly perplexed, took a
leaf out of Inzamam's book and
was pitifully stranded in the
middle. The number 13, lucky
for some as the saying goes
proved otherwise for South
Africa.

This was a match that kept
the fans on the edge of their
seats biting nails, We have had
very few occasions to enjnﬁ
such an exciting cricket matc
in the recent past. Victory for
South Africa was so near yet it
was so far. It was again a miss
between the cup and the lip.
South Africa were yet to break

See Page 12 Col 2

Sunday’s showdown at Lord’s

Akram confident,
Waugh cautious

From Nizamuddin Ahmed

LONDON, May 18: Pakistan
skipper Wasim Akram was
confident of lifting the World
Cup tomorrow, but added, "the
team that plays better on the
day will win".

He was addressing a pre-fi-
nal press conference at the
city's Royal Garden Hotel in
Kensington, the Pakistan
team's abode,

Also c{)resent at the largely-
attended conference were vice
captaint Moin Khan and the
world’'s fastest bowler Shoaib
Akhtar. '

Pakistan meet Australia in
tomorrow's final at the Lord's.

The Pakistan skipper dis-
gglled rumours of any rivalry

tween the two teams. He said

he was surprised by the ques-
tion and that they would be
‘positive’ about the final.
Akram assured that the
‘carnival of cricket’ would be

very much alive on Sunday.
lying to a question, the
fast bowler said they knew

nothing of any big prizes from
home if they won the final.
"And, we do not want to know,"
he said concealing a smile.

Moin Khan revealed that he
had been playing with a finger
injury throughout the tourna-
ment.

Shoaib said he was not
thinking of breaking the 100
mile per hour barrier. He was
happy to be doing well but added

See page 11 col 5
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!
outraged, won't
] [ ] [ ]
jom bus ride
CALCUTTA, June 18: Emi-
m:nt!:illit;lnzraf;«:Il.u‘;lI Sunil Gan-
opadnyay and Magsaysa
iward W’i’nner Writer yMa¥
hasweta Devi today rejected the
Centre's offer to ljuin the cul-
tural team of Calcutta-Dhaka
inaugural bus service protesting

the initial dropping of Gan-
gopadhyay's name from the list

of invitees, reports PTI.
Gangopad é?y's name bad
been forwardéd by the West

Bengal government in the list of
eminent persons on board the
bus, but his name was dropped
by the centre.

Later, facing a storm of
protest in the state against re-
moval of Gangopadhyay's name
from the passengers' list, the
Centre invited the author to
join the team. But it was re-
jected by him.

Gangopadhyay told PTI that
he did not know the reason why
his name was dropped initially.

See Page 12 Col 1

No mediation

needed: Basu

By Staff Correspondent

Chief Minister of West Ben-
gal said in Dhaka yesterda
that India did not seek thi
P tH mediation in the recent
conflict with Pakistan in
Kashmir,

Responding to questions
from newsmen on his arrival in
the city, Basu said this is a bi-
lateral issue that has to be
solved with Pakistan and there
is no scope for third party me-
diation.

It may be recalled that For-
eign Secretary Shafi Sami, in
reply to a question at a press
briefing on Thursday, said
should the countries so desire,
Bangladesh may agree to play a
role in the matter.’ i

Power tower
.-collapse: 7 -
chargesheeted

From Our Correspondent

PABNA, June 18: Seven per-
sons have been chargesheeted
in the case il connection with
collapse of two towers of the 230
KV East-West Interconnector at
Ghornagra in Pabna Sadar in
1997.

They are Chunnu, Sharif,
Maohammad Arif and Bablu,
all blacksmiths, and Ishag,
Rowsan and Krishna, junk iron
traders.

Assistant Superintendent of
CID police, Pabna, Nabakumer
Das, submitted the charge sheet
in the court of magistrate Mo-
hiuddin yesterday, police and
court sources said.

They were arrested after the
towers collapsed on the night of
March 14, 1997, snapping
power supply to 36 districts
northern and southern districts
for several weeks.

See Page 12 Col 8

250 families
evicted from
slum in Banani

Gulshan police ¥estcrday
evicted 250 families from their
shanties at a slum on Envern-
ment land in Banani Jheelpar
and over 300 road side shops
between Gulshan-1 and Badda
G at, reports BSS.
ugﬁhsaid they conducted
the camPaign under the super-
vision of a magistrate of Rajd-
hani Unnayan Kotripokha
(RAJUK) from 10 AM. lier,
the RAJUK issued notices to the
illegal occupants for vacating
the government lands. Besides,
police also announced about the
drive of eviction through mi-
crophone in the morning.

A senior police official said
they are carrying out the evic-
tion campailgn against illegal
occupants of government lands
constructing slums and shops
in the roadside for curbing drug
abuse and terrorism from the
city.

Beyond the

The Future Didn’t Work

By Shakil Kasem

Post-mortem never helps the
corpse. 5till, whichever way
one might want to look at the
Australia vs. South Africa
semi-final, one dominant fea-
ture is likely to stand out. It was
one of the greatest games in the
history of the World Cup.

Normally, a tied match
throws up a host of possible
permutations to determine the
outcome. In a league format
perhaps points can be shared.
At a knockout stage, numbers of
wickets lost in reaching the tied
total, are a criteria. Should
both sides lose the same num-
ber of wickets, the run rate for a
specific number of overs are
used as a benchmark. In this
particular match, the past re-
sult of their only encounter
came into play. Australia had
insuréd themselves well, there
also. South Africa, whether
they accept the rude fact or not,
did not quite do themselves jus-
tice in both these pressure

cooker matches.

The gquestion that must be
asked now, is whether cricket
as a game is ready yet to be con-
sidered as an exact science. The
south Alfricans, over the last
decade, had given enough indi-
cations to the rest of the world,
that they were in the process of
building up the perfect cricket
team. It was meant to be a team
sans emotion, sans intuition,
sans everything not likely to be
found in scientific laboratories.
They had been Eru ammed to
perform. Th ad been con-
trolled to make specific moves
at specific times. They had vir-
tually taken the most impor-
tant element of the game, the
art of captaincy, and relegated
it to being a set of possible equa-
tions on a computer. For want
of a more suitable analogy, the
Proteas played the game like a
set of green mutant ninja tur-
tles, guided and instructed by a
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