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'RB merit list| Beyond the boundary

Top ten from Science group
under Rajshahi Board as re-
ported by UNB are as follows;

1. Mohammad Golam Bhui-
yan (945) Pabna Cadet
College, Mustafa Imtiaz
Ah (945), Rangpur Zilla
School.

2 Shamsuzzoha (938), Rang-

Zilla School, Md Faisal
(938), Pabna Cadet Col-

lege.

3 lﬁﬁrmanul Islam (935),
Pabna Cadet College.

4 Md Raihan Masud (932),
Pabna Cadet College. 5.
Rizwan Arif (931), Ra-
Jshahi Cadet College, Md
Jahid Hussain Masud (931).
Mithapukur High School.

6& Mirza Md Lutful Habib

(930), Rajshahi Cadet Col-

7. Mohammad Habibur Rah-
man (929), Pabna Cadet
Cull%e.

8 < Md Shakil Adnan (928),
Pabna Cadet College, Md
Ashraf Hossain Khan (928),
Pabna Zilla School,
Tarannum Shareen (928),
Caaltgonl:]n:nt Public School
an . Bogra,

a Md Faﬂ:gﬁahhi (927). Ra-

ahi Cadet College,

10. Md Fazle Muniem (925).

Govt Laboratory High

School, Rajshahi, Sha-

mama Afnan (925), Di-

najpur Zilla School.

Humanities Group
1. Md Moshiul Alam (878)

Pabna Cadet College,
2. Kagia Sultana (875), Cant.
Public School & College, Bogra.
3. Abdullah-Al-Imran (864),
Pabna Cadet College.

4. Sharmin Akter (853),
Cant. Public School & College,

g. Md Hasan Arafat (849),
Rajshahi Cadet College.

6. Md A Khaleque (847),
Chachaitara Madla Jukta High
School.

7. Md Mubashshirul Ibad
(843) Pabna Cadet Cn!lefe.

8. Shuvo Islam (842], Rang-
pur Cadet College.

9. Md Mehadi Hasan-Bin-
Ghani (841), Pabna Cadet Col-

10. Mst Anjuman Ara (838),
Gopalpur High School and Nur
Muhammad Zakirul Islam

(838}, Rangpur Cadet College.

JB merit list

Top ten of the SSC candi-
dates from Science and General
Science Group under Jessore
Board as reported by UNB are as
follows:

1. Shuvendu Biswas (928),
Daud Public School Jessore

2. K M Sazzad (923), Daud
Public School Jessore

3. Md Al-Amin Baksh (921),
Barisal Cadet College, Debasis
Roy (921), Ikhri Katenga Fazlul
Hug Secondary School Khulna
(916, hi kMarlgMaqar;llf ML e
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5. S M Faisal (915), Barisal
Cadet College, Md Rasheduzza-
Eollm Khan (915), Barisal Cadet

ege

6. Mithoon Chakraborty
(914), Barisal Zilla School,
Sauvik Podder (914), Kushtia
Zilla School

7. Mahfuza (913), Barisal
Govt Girls' High School, Mo-
hammad Rakibul Ahsan (913),
Barisal Cadet College. Rezaul Is-
lam (913), Barisal Cadet College,
Arman Nur Meraz (913}, Barisal
Cadet College, Nazmul Islam
(913). Dhamurhuda Secondary

School. Barisal, Atigur
Rahman {(913), Jhenidah Cadet
College

8. Imamul Hossain (912).
Jhenidah Cadet College, Md
Rokibul Islam (912}, Magura
Govt High School _

9. Prodip Kumar Devnath
(910), Keshabpur Secondary
School, Jessore., Abul Fayez
Chowdhury (910), Jhenidah

Cadet College, and ,

10. Mirazur Rahman (909),
Barisal Cadet College.

Humanities Group

1. Saimum Amin Chowd-
hury (871), Barisal Cadet Col-
e

2. Fatima Afrin (849), Piro-
Jpur Govt Girls' School

3. Nilufar Yasmin (844),
Salimunnesa Secondary Girls
School, Jhenidah

4. Md Abu Zubayer (831),
Barisal Cadet College, Farjana
Yesmin (831), Kanchannagar
Second School Jhenidah

5. Sadia Afroz (830), Govt
Coronation Secondary Girls
School, Khulna

6. Hamida Hanan Hira (828),
Mirpur Govt Secondary Girls
School Kushtia 22
7. Suchitra Rani Biswas
(817). Shailakupa Pilot Girls
High School. enidah, Md
Kamrujjaman (817), Hari-
nakundu Priyonath High
School, dh:nidi

8. Taiser Farjana (813),
Kushtia Govt Secondary Girls
School, Kushtia

9. Md Kaium Hossain (811).
Jhenidah Cadet College, and

10. Sayma M Akter (809),
Barisal Govt Girls High School.

Business Studies

Group

1. Devbrota Biswas (859).
Panchbaria Panchkathia Sec-
ondary School, Jessore.

2. Nihar Ranjan Mandal
(841), Patuakhali Govt Jubilee
High School, Patuakhali.

3. Md Shariful Alam (839).
Burujbagan Secondary School,
Jessore.

4. M Syful Islam Biswas
(831), Khulna Zilla School.

5. Md Hasibul Alam (823).
Rathlagarl Secondary School,

Jhcnldﬁh.

6. Mrityunjoy Bose (820).
Batiaghata 1!16r Secondary
School, Khulna.

7. Md Jewel Ahmed (817), BK
Secondary School, Barisal.

8. Md Mashiar Rahman
(816). Burujbagan Secondary
School, Jessore.

9. Md Mosharof Hossain
(B14), Kumarkhali MN Sec-
ondary School, Kushtia and

10. Pranab Kumar (812),
Agarpur Altaf Memorial Sec-

, Kshma wants

ondary School, Barisal.
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planned. meant that the South
Africans were well on the way
towards vindicating their deci-
sion to field.

It was left initially to Adam
Gilchrist and Ricky Ponting,
who blazed their Wﬂ%]tﬂ a quick
cameo partnership. The Aussies
were not taking this South
African ploy lying down.
Ponting carried on shooting
from the hip after Gilchrist was
tamed. Suddenly, Steve Waugh
found himself in familiar ter-
rain, rocky and hard and
fraught with danger. Herschelle
Gibbs and his compatriots were
not inclined to drop any in this
match. The fielding as usual

was above par. Runs dried up in’

the middle overs completely,
the Aussies being more intent to
consolidate and prolong their
partnerships.
- _Allan Donald and Shaun
Pollock mesmerised the opposi-
tion with four and five wickets
apiece, but could not deny Steve
Waugh from piling up another
fifty, in his inimitable impas-
sive manner. The captain never
flinched and held the South
Africans at bay for an inordi-
nate period of time, The breath-
ing time that Australia got as a
result, enabled Michael Bevan
to purchase 65 of the most
riceless runs he was ever
ikely to get, from this hyped up
bowling attack. Australia man-
aged to get past 200, but that was
never likely to pose a threat, or
was it?

South Africa got off to a
flyer, and it appeared that the
Australian bowling was not ad-
equate enough to stop the bleed-
ing, the runs were coming so
freely at the time. Time for
drastic action. Enter Shane
Warne into the fray, and the
match was never the same
again. Warne is a man for the
big occasion: he had been out of
sorts in this competition, but
here was the maestro, the virtu-
oso performer, the sorcerer and
the conjurer, all rolled into one.
Three wickets in as many overs
meant that Warne had ripped
the innards out of the South
African batting order. The team
that was fairly coasting along,
suddenly needed to reappraise
the situation. The run rate
which was until then comfort-
ahlycdw;llthln reach,: now ac-
quir aunting proportions.

It needeﬂng high quality

artnership between Kallis and
odes to pull their side back
into the game. But time was fast
run out, The unequal battle
between the temporal and the
material, meant that this pair

the ordinary. Rhodes made his
move first, he was caught in the
open spaces and the Aus-
tralians scented the prey again,
Just when it looked it had sped

* away. from them. The overs

raced away, the runs came at a
trickle, and what was worse, the
wickets kept falling. Kallis had
his finger in the dyke for as
long as he could, but even he
could not prevent the sudden
onrush of adrenaline from the
Aussies, All the while Steve
Waugh, coolly and calinly kept

on chewing gum.

Mind won over matter, as he
made every bowling change
count. Leadership of the highest
order ensured the Aussies did
not panic, even when Lance
Klusener strode to the crease
and laid bat to every ball he
faced. He scored 31 off 16 deliv-
eries and brought time to a
standstill by tging the scores
with still four balls remaining.
In one of the classic flick-knife
ironies. of the game, Allan
Donald, who should have been
one of the heroes of the match
had South Africa got the single
most important run in the his-
tory of their game, emerged
tra&’lcnmica]ly as the wvillain.
With the scores tied; he survived
one run out chance, then failed
to reach the other end where lay
all the pots and pans of the
rainbow. The dream remained
as elusive as ever. South Africa
were, again, so near, yet re-
mained as far as when they
started this competition.

The match itself rose to
heights hitherto unseen in this
World Cup. Australia vindi-
cated itself after a hesitant
start. They gathered momen-
tum all the way and at Heading-
lcfy swept away all pretensions
of a worthy opponent. but who
were still, nevertheless, pre-
tenders to a status that is nol
easily awarded. The Aus-
tralians had earned their posi-
tion as the best team in the
world the hard way; they were
not ready to hand it over. Once
again, the South Africans reran
the 1996 campaign, where they
collapsed just when they were
ready to reach for the stars.
Here, they had planned and
plotted, almost successfully, but

pl:rhadas not quite taking into
consideration that innovations
and ingenuity on the field are
still the life blood of this game.
The Australians proved once
again to whoever wished to lis-
ten, that cricket, glorious
cricket, is what they specialise
ini. An?rtime. any place, where
Australians may be found play-

ing.

needed to do something out of

Prize distribution ceremon
bution ceremony of National Children's Art

« The prize distri-
ompetition '99 will

be held. Venue! Charukala Institute at DU, Time: 10.00 am.+

iy

Certificate distribution Ceremony: The cer-

lificate distribution ceremony of the recently

held workshop on

drama by Natmondop will be held. Venue: Goethe Institut, House
No 10, Rd No 9, Dhanmondi R/A. Time: 5.00 pm.

Meeting: The re

lar weekly meeting of Rotary Club of

Dhaka North will be held. Venue; Fountain Fortuna Restaurant at

35. Kamal Ataturk Avenue.

Roundtable: a roundtable meeting

will be held by "Move-

menlt to Save 11,000 Trees at Osmani Udyan”. Venue: Seminar
room, Engineers' Institute, Time : 4.00 pm.

Film show: Three Trends movies with English subtitles Cet

obscur object du desir, Le 5 element and Le Colonel Chabert will be
screened, Venue: Alliance Francaise de Dhaka. Time: 11.00 am,

4.00 pm and 6.00 pm respectively.

to be CA

By DU Correspondent

Karishma Zaman of Agrani
Girls School secured the first
position in the merit list of the
Business Studies group from
Dhaka Board with 902 marks.

Karishma is the eldest
daughter of Wahiduzzaman,
Additional Controller of News
of Bangladesh Betar and Selina
Akhter, an official of United
Commercial Bank.

In an interview with The
Daily Star yesterday, Karishma
Eai?ﬂ sh_zta] ha%j I;e:cn sure of a gogg
result, but not tto
the first. e

Karishma, mainly inspired
by her parents. said regular
study and rance is the
key to good result. She also em-
phasised on a congenial family
environment for this to hap-
pen.

A cricket fan, Karishma be-
lieves that her favourite team
Australia will be the champion
in the ongoing World Cup
Cricket tournament.

Karishma wants to be. a
chartered accountant and en-
joys music and reading books
during her leisure.

Correction

A front page report titled
VAT WILL BE A BURDEN ON
PATIENTS printed on June 16,
1999 inadvertently identified
the name of Professor Mirza
Mazharul Islam as the presi-
dent of Bangladesh Private
Medical Practitioners Associa-
tion (BPMPA). Professor Islam
is the president of BPMPA,
Dhaka Metropolitan Branch
and College of General Practi-
tioners of Bangladesh. Dr Md
Abdus Shahid is the President
of BPMPA.

e P o e e e e
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10th 1in DB
Humanities

Umme-wara-Mishu  of
Vigarunnisa School has stood
10th in Humanities Group. in
the SSC examination under
Dhaka Board. says a press re-
lease,

Mishu is the daughter of
Daudkandi Awami League
leader, weekly B a Barta ed-
itor and ex-sub-editor of Daily
Banglar Bani Md Shahjahan

* and Nargis Akhter,

Mishu has obtained 853
marks with distinction in five
subjects,

Shuvroshovan
stands 15th

Shuvroshovan Chowdhury
Bubun, a student of Udavan
Bidyalaya, obtained 15th posi-
tion in the combined merit list
of Science Group in the SSC ex-
aminations under Dhaka
Board, says a press release.

Shuvroshovan obtained dis-
tinctions in eight subjects.

He is the youngest son of
Subroto Chowdhury, an advo-
cate of the Supreme Court and
Shipra Chowdhury,

Australia in final

From Page 1

leg 'spinner Warne ~ he took
three top-order wickets in eight
balls without conceding a run
and ended with four for 29 - set
up a drama-packed conclusion
as the advantage fluctuated
from one side to the other.

South -Africa needed 70 off
the last 10 overs with six wick-
ets remaining and 38 off five
with four left.

With 12 balls remaining, 18
were neceded. Mark Boucher was
then bowled middle stump by
Glenn McGrath.

Klusener; the biggest hitter
it the World Cup, was South
Alrica's 'only chaance but he
lost another partner as Steve
Elworthy was run out from a
laser throw from Paul Reiffel.

With 16 needed off eight,
Klusener then smashed a ball
right at Reiffel at long off. He
got both hands to the ball but
succeeded only in palming the
ball over ‘the rope [or six.

Klusener kept the strike,
with nine needed to win off six
balls and with Damien Fleming
handed the responsibility.

The first ball was smashed
through cover for four and the
next to'the extra cover fence.

But, with three balls left,
Klusener set off after hitting the
ball to mid on. Donald, how-
ever, refused to budge, allowing
the Australians to run him out
wilLh ease.

Pakistan beat New Zealand
in the lirst semi-final on
Wednesday.

For Hansie Cronje, Thursday
completed a hat-trick of
nightmares,

He had been in the South
African side which lost a 1992
semi-final against England as
well -as in the highly-fancied
side which erashed to the Wesl
Indies in the guarter-linals in
1996.

South Africda have never
made a World Cup linal. Aus-
tralia won the trophy in 1987
and also made the 1975 and
1996 finals.

The game, a rematch alter
the two met in the last game of
the second round. was as excit-
ing.

gSuuth Africa seemed to be
cruising towards their winning
target of 214, reaching 48 with-
out loss before Warne came on
for the 11th over.

His eighth ball was a classic,
pitching outside Herschelle
Gibbs' leg stump and spinnm%
more than a foot to clip the o
stump.

The delivery was a replica of
Warne's 1993 delivery which
bowled Mike Gatting in the
Ashes series and became knovwn
as "The Ball of the Century”.

He then bowled Gary Kirsten,
the left-hander swinging wildly
across the line, before South
African skipper Hansie Cronje
was cuntmversialliy given out,
caught at slip; oftf his second;
ball. i

Television replays suggested
the ball had come off his boot.

Jacques Kallis and Jonty

Ahsanul thinks
present system
of examination

needs change
By Staff Correspondent

Ahsanul Karim of Mirzapur
Cadet College stood second in

the merit list from Science
Group under Dhaka Board with
953 marks,

Ahsanul is the second son of
Mohaminad Abdul Baki Mia; a
chemical engineer and Mon- _
wara Begum an official of T&T
Board.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday, he said that he had
expected such a result as he
worked hard for it. He however
said that he had expected to top
the merit list.

When asked, Ahsanul said
all students should be aware of
the bad impact of student poli-
tics. 1 do not want active in-
volvement of a student with the
current type of student politics
due -to its negative impact on
studies."

He held both the political
parties and involved students
responsible for campus terror-
ism.

Ahsan spent at least four or
five hours everyday on his stud-
les and said regular attentive
siudy helped him to succeed.

He said the present examina-
tions system is rather faulty
and it should be changed im-
mediately to evaluate genuine
merit of students.

Saimum wants
to be an

army officer

By Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, June 17: Saimum
Amin Chowdhury of Barisal
Cadet College stood first in the
S5SC examination from Human-
ities group under Jessore Board,

He obtained 871 marks with
distinctions in Arithmetics,
Islamiat. Geography. History,
Economics and Engineering
Drawing (ED).

Saimum from Khulna is the
son of late Ruhul Amin Chowd-
hury who was a subregistrar;

His hobby is to play cricket
but he wants to be an armyv offi-
cer in future.

“ernment including

Rhodes later resuscitated the
innings with an 84-run stand. I
all proved in vain. however,

South Africa had looked in
total control at the start of the
day as Pollock and Allan Don-
ald, exploiting the early morn-
ing cloud cover. tore through
the Australians. '

Pollock, who ended with five
for 36, removed Mark Waugh in
the first over of the game. the
ball lifting and cutting in,
brushing the right-hander's
slove on the way to the wicket-

Eeper.

Ricky Ponting, however, put
on &1 with Adam Gilchrist be-
fore Australia were hit with a
New crisis.

Three wickets fell for 14
runs; Donald taking two in his
opening over. His first ball was
driven tamely to cover by
Ponting (37) and Darren
Lehmann, fencing, edged the
sixth behind.

Steve Waugh (56) and
Michael Bevan (65) fought back
with a 90-run partnership.

But Pollock returned to re-
move Waugh, glancing behind,
and ' all-rounder Tom Moody,
leg before. for a duck within
four balls.

The last four wickets fell for
slx runs in nine balls, Donald
taking two in the 49th over.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of South Africa's
innings in the World Cup semi-
final against Australia at
Edgbaston yesterday:
SOUTH AFRICA:

G Kirster1 b Warne
H Gibbs b Wame
D Cullinan nur out
H Cronje ¢ M. Waugh b
Warme
J Kallis ¢ S, Waugh b
Wame
J Rhodes ¢ Bevan b
Reiffel
S Pollock b Fleming
L Klusener not out
M Boucher b McGrath
S Elworthy run out
A Donald rum out
Extras: (Ibl, wh)
Total (49.4 overs)
Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-53, 3-

53.4-61, 5-145,6-175, 7-183. 8- .

196, 9-198
Bowlln%]: O M R W
McGrat 100 0 Bl 1
Fleming 8.4 1 40 1
Reiffel] 8 0 2B 1
Warne 100 4 29 4
M Waugh o N T
Moody 5 B 2ZF 1
ﬂn:liﬁtch tied. Australia enter
ue to a higher position in
the Super Six league table.

Kashmir dispute

From page 12

Dhaka-Agartala will only come
ulp after examining the outcome
ol t

he Dhaka-Calcutta bus ser-
vice;

He said. a plan has been | lege stood second, b
~taken tD*'réifﬁéEraﬂ linlﬂs”‘m riavks - ard Md-

tween Benapole of Bangladesh
and Petrapole on the Indian
side and also to restore all the
disrupted rail links that existed
}:uetweem the two counlries, ear-
ier,

Asked il passenger move-
ment between the two countries
will be allowed by restoring rail
links, he said, "We will cross
the bridge when it comes,”

Sami gave the detailed
itinerary of the visiting Indian
premier -- Vajpayee. The Indian
PM will arrive on Saturday at
10.45 is and leaves the next day
al noon. India’s External
Affairs' Minister Jaswant
Singh is among others wha will
accompany Vajpayee,

The chief minister of West
Bengal state ol India, Jyoti
Basu, will arrive by air today
afternoon to be present at the
formal inauguration of the bus
link by the prime ministers of
Bangladesh and India on
Saturday. Basu will have a
leisurely programme in
Bangladesh, the foreign secre-
tary said.

India’s minister for rail-
ways and surface transport
Nitish Kumar will cross the
Indo-Bangladesh border at
Benapole in the bus along with
some other dignitaries. The
minister will later fly to Dhaka
by helicopter. A number of min-
isters of the West Bengal gov-
Transport
Minister Subash Chowdhury,
and some renowned persons
like economist Amlan Dutta
will come by bus.

Asked why all the VIPs are
coming by air and not by bus,

and il bus service was for the
poor people, the foreign secre-
tary replied, smilingly, “Is not
bus travel for the poor, gener-
ally?”

Obituary

Col. M Osman Gani (rtd) Bir
Pratik, died of cardiac arrest in
Bombay on June 12. He was 70,
says a press release.

His body has been flown to
Dhaka on Thursday. .

He will be buried at the Mar-

tyred Intellectuals graveyard at
Mirpur today after namaz-e-

janaza at the Minar Masjid af-

ter Juma prayers.
His qulkhwani will be held

tomorrow after Asr prayers at
6/17, Block-C, Tajmahal Road,

Mohammadpur.

b
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Toxic food import

From Page 1
Health (IPH) Mostafizur Rah-

matl said, "No, | have not yet re-
ceived any instruction from the

ministry.”

According to media reports,
Helgian government has with-
drawn and destroyed huge
quantities of chicken, pork and
beef meat, dairy products like
milk, butter, cheese, eggs as well
as baked food after samples
tested in laboratories were
found contaminated with oly-
chlorinated biphenyl (PCB) and
dioxin.

The contamination was
caused by addition of contami-
nated fat in animal feed sold in
Belgium since the beginning of
the year. Some of the feed found
their way into France and the
Netherlands, also contaminat-
ing the livestock in the two
countries, the reports said.

At adJune 9 hearing in Brus-
sels, iwo Belgian health offi-
cials said that 2 to 4 kg of a mix-
ture of PCB and dioxin (most
likely' Arochlor 1260 technical
PCB mixture, once used as a
transformer oil) was mixed
with a 80,000 kg consignment
of animal fat. This fat was then
mixed with 1.4 million kg of
animal feed. The toxic sub-
stance entered the food chain
through chicken, dairy, and pig
farms. .

Laboratory tests in Belgium
found 77510 958 parts per Lril-
lion [ppt) of toxic dioxin in
chicken fat. Egg samples were
also found highly contami-
nated.

The US. Environmental Pro-

SSC results

From Page 1
in'the Business Studies Group
securing 902 marks,

Under Chittagong Board,
41,246 out of 68,493 candidates
passed. the percentage being
59.86. Of the successful candi-
dates, 15,072 gol first division,
23,671 second division and
1.015 third division.

Sharmin Kamrun of Dr
Khastagir Govt Girl's. High
School topped the combined
merit list in Science Group
scoring 926 marks.

Shovan Das of Chittagong
Govt; High School stood seconcd
scoring 909 marks. Monirul
Hoque of Ispahani Public
School was placed in the third
position with 907 marks.

A total of 1,20,983 out of
2.43,307 candidates passed un-
der Rajshahi Board. The pass
percentage was 49,43, Of them,
48.581 got first division, 64,488
second division and 1,734 third
division.

Mohammad Golam Mustafa
Bhuyan of Pabna Cadet College
and Imtiaz Ahmed of Rangpur
Zila School jointly secured the
first position in Science Group,
both scoring 945 marks.

Shamsuzzoha of Rangpur

[ Zila School and Md.Faisal Bin

Selim Khan of Pabna Cadet Col-
th scorin

Islani of Pabna Cadet College
secured:the third position with
O35 marks

Under Jessore Board. out of
1,52.364 candidates, 89516
came out successiul: 35,524 in
first division. 46.026 in second
division and 1,402 in third di-
vision. The percentage of pass
was b8.75

Shuvendu Biswas of Daud
Public School stood first in the
combined merit list in Science
group, scoring 928 marks.

K.M. Sazzad of the same
school stood seconid with 923
marks. Md Al-Amin Baksh of
Barisal Cadet College and Deba-
sis Roy ol lkhri Katenga Fazlul
Hug Secondary School in
Khulna jointly secured the
third position with 921 marks.

Under Comilla Board, out of
1,338,491 candidates, 80,622
came out sircessful: 38.081 in
first division, 33,974 in second
division and 695 in third divi-
sion. The percentage of pass was
H6.38, s

Mohammad Tanvir Rahman
of Sylhet Cadet College topped
the combined merit list in the
Science Group scoring of 931
marks.

K.5. Md Tozammel Hossain
of Comilla Cadet College se-
cured the second position with
930 marks.

Mia Mohammad Keyamud-
din ol the same institution se-
cured the third position with
928 marks.

tection Agency allows no more
than 1 ]th of dioxin in chicken
and Belgium considers over 5
ppt dangerous.

Adde:igﬁ animal fat to live-
stock feed is a common practice
in both Europe and the US.

Dioxins are produced
mainly through incineration
(high temperature burning of
plasticc materials) and by
chemical and pharmaceutical
industries, Although there are
210 different dioxins and simi-
lar molecules called furans.
only about 17 are toxic.

"They have a wide range of
toxic alfects dnd are carcino-
genie ({that causes cancer). They
can alfect the reproductive and
immune system.” Ruth
Stringer, a Senior Research
Chemist at the Greenpeace Re-
search Laboratories at Exeter
University in England told The
Daily Star through an e-mnail.

The chemicals, produced
during incineration, get mixed
with air and soil.

Those are absorbed through
the skin or consumed through
food. Once i the body system.
those can damage cells and in-
crease the risk of cancer,
Stringer said.

1895 investment
proposals in
a year

Investments in the projects
registered with the Board of In-
vestinent in one vyear will
amount to Tk 19023 crore and
generate 273.115 jobs, reports
LINB,

This was revealed at a BOI
meeting held vesterday with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair for a review of the
investment scenario.

A total of 1895 investment
proposals were registered with
BOI between May 1, 1998 and
May 31, 1999, including 179
foreign ones with an intended
investment of Tk 13007 crore.

The Prime Minister directed
the Board of Investment to
make the one-stop service miore
effective and meaningful so
that the investors do not face
any problem and feel encour-
aged in investing their capital
here,

. In the eurrent financial year
(1998-99), the BOI has approved
18 proposals ol foreign lirms
involving 404.316 million US
dollars. the meeting was told.

During the tenure of the pre-
sent government 4127 propos-
als from the local firms were
registered with the BOI, through
which Tk 21662 crore will be
invested in the country and
538383 people will get fj{:-b.

Some 425 foreign firms reg-
istered with the BOI with an ag-

egate investment offer of Tk

8873 crore that will create em-
ployment for 94074 people.

Under these proposals, 692
million US dollar will be in-

five projects, 765 million in
telecommunications sector in
three projects. 473 million US
dollar in oil and gas sector in
two projects and 229 million
UUS dollar in 12 projects in ce-
ment industry.

Defence cases

From page 12

The '96-97 report, however,
said the identified instances of
financial irregularities consti-
tute a small portion of the total
budget in the defense sector dur-
ing the year. "Therefore, re-
marks on the reported cases
does not reflect the entire state
of defense expenditure," it
commented.

The nature of financial
crimes, as shown for 96-97,
ranges from undue usage of LP
gas to non-payment of govern-
ment shares to the earnings
from UN assignments. Domi-
nating such frauds are tender
irregularities such as undue
payments to contractors, pur-
chase of unnecessary and sub-
standard items and non-reali-
sation of compensation from
contractors.,

Other instances of monetary
fraud include: Non-deposition
ol money to the government
fund, missing of goods from the
governmerit godowns and over-
payment of salaries to the civil
officials.

“armannloevested in the powern seetor in .

Growth rate ;

From Page 1
was not reflected in
posed budget,

“The growth in export earn:
ings declined to one per cent
[rom more than 12 per cent in
the previous year, but the gov-
ernment did not express any
concern over the matter.

“If this declining trend in
export continues in future. we
can forecast a massive disaster
in the country's cconamy.” Sen
said i

Atiur Rahman called for 3
total change in the budget mak-
ing process. The demand of the
time is that national budget of a
country should have more par-
Licipation of the people, he said.

Abdul Awal Mintoo observed
that with 2.2 per cent popula-
tion growth, the economy needs
a sustainable growth rate of at
least 8 to 10 per vent

"Every body speaks of cheap
labour force in the couniry but
what is the usc it it is unproduc-
Live "? he asked.

Quazi Shahabuddin said,
according to available informa-
tion the DBoro production
crossed nine million tens this
year.

Omar Haider Chowdhury in
his keynote paper —-A review of
budget 1999-2000, implications
for the development policy--
analysed the salieni features of
budgets presented in the
nineties.

He said an analysis of gov-
ernment borrowing showed
that domestic borrowing has
been increasing substantially.
increasing the burden of inter-
est on the econony. Budgetary

the pro-

| allocation for interest repay-

ment for FY' 99 was Tk 1839
crore whieh was higher by
around 50 per vent thaa that of
FY 98.

"Even this el short of the
actual and revised payment
which turned out to be Tk 2221
crore. The iniferest payment on
domestic borrowing is claiming
an _ever increasing share of
Euh]ic‘. expenditure.” the

eynote paper saic.

He also peointed out that in-
creasing public expenditure
with stagnating revenue yieid
had forced the government io
borrow from boih loreign and
domestic sources. Contribution
of loreign finandiug in weeting
the public expenses declined
from 37 per cent in 'Y 91 to 18
er cent in FY 99 while domesiic
orrowing increased from less
than two per cent in FY 93te 15
per cent in Y 99,

By Nazmul Ashraf

"You've failed to supply us
power, water arnd gas. Moreover,

{4 you've imposed an additional

tax of Taka 2630 crore. ’Whg
-should not we observe hartal?

FSheuld we dance on thévBifaka -
~streets with the finance minls-

ter on our shoulders?

This is how elderly law-
maker Abdul Aleein of ENP de-
fended yesterday his party's in-
stant hartal to protest against
the proposed national budget
for 1999-2000.

Angered by shouls and re-
marks like 'Tui razakar {You
are a collaborator). ‘dhar, dhar
(catch him) and ‘geli” [get lost)
from the Treasury Bench, the
opposition MFP spoke about his
popularity in his Joypurhat
constituency.

*I was elected unopposed
chairman ol Joypurhat munic-
ipality during the Awami
League mile in 1975.7

At this point, Forest and En-
vironment Minister Eiaf’eda
Choudhury commnernted, "It is
very untfortunate that being a
freedom flighter. I'm to hear a
razakar like Alcemn on the {loor
of the Jatiya Sangsad.”

* * * *
BNP lawmaker and lormer
information minister AFM

Nazmul Huda ridiculed Finance
Minister SAMS Kibria for
widening the VAT net in the
propo budget "to cater to the
need for increased revenue',
“The finance minister could
have proposed VAT on rapists
and tender freaks to gain extra
revenue. Perhaps. he didn't do
s0 considering the losses his
party would have suiffered due to
such tax.”
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