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From Flood to Scarcity of Water

A participatory study, in central Bangladesh by a team of researchers from
BCAS and the Environment Centre from the University of Leeds of UK, found
| ] ' ' In problem in
scarcity of an adequate quality and quantity of water to be the main problem scason A 3 consequenice there are increasing lensions between
the country even during flood. ... The research suggests that we need to re-think  they receive,
3 . . . . h t - e pruhlemécﬁuin down of watertable, was also the primary
the prevailing paradigm in Bangladesh of dealing with too much water in problem identified at the FG meetings with women. All the wormen
monsoon (i. e., flood) to one which deals with how to cope with lack of on e tﬂ;?ﬁ:ﬁf‘;ﬁggﬁnt;“ e o o npenuence
water in the years between major flood events,

with handpumps towards the end of the season. The causes of
this problem appear to be well understood by the communi ty with
write M Chadwick, JG Soussan, SS Alam and D Mallick

many cases they have had to reduce each STW's command area. the
area of land sugplied with irrigation water from the irrigation
pump, and that drawdown often gets so bad that it is necessary for
the owner to move the pump to other tubewell points within the

season. As a consequence there are increasing tensions between

TER is one of the most precious resources on earth. It is
indispensable for all human activities' and for the
sustainability of the ecosystems on which we depend.

Without water there would be no life. Water resources, present as
surface stocks such as ponds or lakes, flows (rivers) or groundwater
reserves (acquires or soil moisture) are all used directly in ac-
tivities undertaken to sustain livelihoods or, to suppert
ecosystems which in turn support a variety of livelihood activities.
The utilisation of these sources by a variety of resource users or
stakeholders’ means that multiple interests may be operating at
any one time on a given water resource. These uses often occur in
harmony but can be incompatible, as one use lessens the resource's
utility for others downstream. ,
ese resource-use combinations take place within a local so- -
in defining how the re- - ' .

cial and institutional set that is cruci
sources are managed and allocated, and in particular the form that
the rights and entitlements of access to the resources held by dif-
ferent sections of the community take. It also defines norms, cus-
toms and obligations that may be as important as the formal insti-
tutions in moulding the patters of resource use and management.

. Growing Awareness of the Water Crisis

many Focus Group Discussion highlighting over-extraction by
STWs for irrigation as the prime culprit. The other reason many
respondents mentioned was the lack of floodwater on the flood-
plain to replenish aquifers. However, this is not something that is
appreciated at the national level, where conventional wisdom ap-
pears to be that there is no need to be concerned over the sustain-
ability of groundwater supplies.

A further problem highlighted by both the male livelihood

groups and the women's groups was the high levels of iron in the

As a result of the unexpected recent slowing of lation ~ % TR groundwater. This was the other most ressing issue highlighted by
ﬁrowth? urg;njaatinn: such as the ll.-fnited Naﬂngg (U lf;ve rg-' S e e i the wumcn'.s FGs, and was mentioned B}r 34 out of the 42 FGs held.
uced their projections of the eventual size of future populations. S L S ey ' ' The womnen's

Yet despite this, because of increased per capita and unit service, or
product demand, renewable freshwater scarcity will continue to be
an ever-increasing problem for millions of people around the
world. There are currently more than 430 million people li in
countries considered to be water-stressed, with adjusted projec-
tions sugges that by 2050, the percentage of the world's popula-
tion living in water scarce (stressed) countries will increase three
to fivefold (Gardener-Outlaw and Engelman, 1997). In several coun-
tries, per capita availability of water has fallen dramatically and
there are concerns of potential conflicts over water.

As a result, in recent years, the issue of water scarcity has risen
to the top of the international political agenda. Water supply and
demand was a major issue at the United Nations General Assembly
Special Session (UNGASS) in July 1997 and is the focus of the ac- s, it
tivities of the Commission for Sustainable Development (CSD). o e
The UN also sanctioned the establishment of the Global Water St
Partnership (GWP) and the World Water Council (WWC), interna- e
tional organisations given the task of evaluating the world's water e

emhlcms and trying to develop ways to best tackle the problem.
arious governments, internatio ve also

roups ranked this as the biggest groblem for them in
both areas. The iron is said to result in a multitude of problems:

food becomes discoloured and develops an unpleasant taste and
cluthm%lis harder to wash, becomes coloured by the iron and wears
less well. Health problems were also cited: some people talked of
gastric problems, others of the colouring of teeth whilst every
group mentioned that hair washed in tubewell water becomes mat-
ted and dull. However, the study team suggest that iron is unlikely
to be to blame for the gastric problems mentioned. Health prob-
lems in relation to iron are invariably due to insufficient rather
than excess iron. Iron excess can lead to medical problems but such
cases are extremely rare.

Most farmers also mentioned that use of groundwater for irri-
ation leads to the soil becoming coloured, hard and gradually less
ertile. Iron is an im t element, necessary for plants' oxida-

tion-reduction reactions. It is also a structural component of
plants. Problems related to soil iron are usually associated with
lack of iron as opposed to excess and are closely linked to pH, with
ferric iron solubility decreasing about 1000-fold per pH unit rise.

Iron can cause lems when hydrous oxides of iron are concen-

agencies and NGOs

- prepared or are in the process of preparing position papers on wa-

ter,

The debate regarding water scarcity has also led to the develop-
ment of a variety of indicators for measuring scarcity which take
- account of the many factors influencing the adequacy of a nation's

waler system — storage-to-flow ratio, coefficient of variation of
precipitation, use-to-resource ratio and average income. However,
such methods all developed from a mould and, as a result, are cast
with the same conceptual flaw: they view scarcity as a water su

availability and demand

problem, when in actual fact,

scarcity is a problem where there is a failure to gain access to the
services that water resources provide. Lack of services may, in
many cases, be defined by lack of water in sufficient quantity to
undertake a function or complete a service but it could equally re-
sult from lack of water of a sufficient quality (for example, bacte-

ria free water for drinkin
from the same resource

or bathing), incompatible uses of water
ase (fishing in or drinki

from a pol-

luted lake, extraction of water for irrigation that dries up wet-
lands), social, institutional or economic barriers which limited
access to water resources that may in themselves be both abundant
and of suitable quality to provide the desired service (lack of funds
to buy equipment to extract groundwater for irrigation or tenure
rights that prevent the needy using private resources).

All - these forms of scarcity are

ghly dynamic: water quantity,

water quality and socio-economic conditions of stakeholders alter
in space and time, often extremely rapidly, and in response to a

wide range of factors that %ﬂ beyond simple resource-used ratios. It
e concept of scarcity that is the basis of
e situation in rural B

is the more cnmgl&x. subt
the analysis of t

ladesh. It does not have

the simple attractiveness or dramatic impact of man! of the more

sensationalist measures conventionally used, but it

oes have one

over-riding advantage: it provides a basis for understanding local-
level rca]itﬁthat the conventional measures do not.

Water

esodrces and Their Uses

Recent flood events in Bangladesh have served to highlight the
devastating effect flooding can have on rural peoples’ livelihoods.
Government estimates dput the number of dead during the 1998

floods at about 1000 an

the area of the aman season's rice that has

been damaged at over 600000 hectares. Yet, it must be borne in

mind, that water is the mainstay of B

angladesh. The country's

economy {s still agrarian bdsed, and therefore essentially water-

dependent. Its
Jamuna, the
about five million cubic feet

at rivers: the Ganges-Padma, the Brahmaputra-
eghna, and their associated tributaries discharge
per second into the Bay of Bengal at

peak periods (Rashid, 1991). The complexities and scale of these
rivers, linked to the country's physiography. extremes and vari-
abilitjy in climate, and the socio-economic vulnerability of -the

pulation, means that the country's water resources form a dou-

le edged-sword, providing
and hardship and sufferin
trated than

e

uﬁtpurtunit}r and benefit one minute
the next. This fact is no better illus-
y the events of the devastating 1988 flood, which led

to nearly 2000 deaths and millions of dollars of damage. However,
the succeeding season's rice harvest was one of the highest on

record.

A participatory study, in central Bangladesh by a team of re-
sean‘:ﬁers from BCAS and the Environment Centre from the Uni-
versity of Leeds of UK, found scarcity of an adequate quality and
quantity of water to be the main problem in the country even dur-
ing flood. These findings were the result of extensive consultations
with stakeholder groups. Scarcity of monsoon floodwaters ap-

peared to be the primary concern of the majority of livelihood ..
groups. There was also a consensus of opinion regarding the con--

sequences that result from this. These include a reduction in soil
fertility due to lack of silt being deposited on their fields that re-
plenish the soil nutrients. There is evidence they are right in terms

o i

Deluge or drnught, water 1s synonymous to woe for them. |

of mechanism. The research suggests that we need to re-think the
prevailing paradigm in Bangladesh of dealing with too much water
in monsoon (i. e., flood) to one which deals with how to cope with
lack of water in the years between major flood events.

Lack of adequate annual monsoon water, drawdown of the wa-
tertable and depletion of fisheries resources are the three major
problems affecting the evelgd‘ﬁ; lives of millions, said the village
people of central Bangladesh. The study team from BCAS and En-
vironment Centre, University of Leeds consulted the major liveli-
hood groups in eight villages of Tangail Sadar and Kalihati
thanas. These included farmers (across a range from sharecrop-
pers to large landowners), fishermen, agricultural labourers, own-
ers of shallow tubewells who sell water. and people practising fish
culture. The group also consulted women as the " er" of do-
mestic water supplies. The primary findings of the study suggested
that Secarcity of monsoon floodwaters appeared to be the primary
concern of the majority of livelihood groups (Consultations taken
place prior to the flood 1998).

There was also a. consensus of opinion regarding the conse-

quences that result from this. These included the be ief amongst

participants that there is a reduction in soil fertility due to lack of
silt being deposited ‘on their fields that replenish the soil nutri-
ents. The team suggest such an assertion is correct in terms of the
mechanism but ]pru ably not the process. This is because raw allu-
vium is relatively infertile in the short term. It contains little or-
%ani:: matter and provides little useable phosphorus or nitrogen.

he minerals contained in river alluvium weather relatively
slowly and consequently contribute to soil fertility on a long-term
basis rather than in the year of their deposition. According to
Brammer (Brammer, 1995) and others the fertility associated with
seasonal flooding comes mainly from the flooding itself, rather
than the sediments. Algae, including blue-green algae that are ni-
trogen fixing, grow plentifully on the submerged soil and the stems:
of plants in the floodwater. The algae's organic remnants fall on
the soil surface and decompose, releasing nutrients to plants. The
main benefit is derived by the rabi crops with the soils become aer-
ated after the flood recedes. :

Another problem associated with a lack of floodwaters high-
lighted by the participants was the decline in the amounts of fish
fry, fingerlings and fish reaching the tributaries and floodplain
from the permanent water bodies where breeding takes place. This
has in turn led to a major decline in open water fish catches, in
terms of the e of species, the total volume of fish and the size of
individual fish caught. The old truism that everyone in Bangladesh

is a fisherman appears less certain in the study area and elsewhere,
as the effort of fishing is not matched by the rewards. People now
appear to purchase more fish on the market and/or eat less fish,
with important monetary and dietary consequences.

Low water levels in the rivers and canals also cause problems in
relation to the bathing of humans and livestock, and hamper
farming practices. Some of the:descriptions given by the respon-
dents went into great detail. For example, the Focus Group meet-
ings involving agricultural labourers all pointed out the problems
relating to the retting down of jute: the process of soaking cut jute
in water, leading to a gradual decay and softening of the fibres of
jute, enabling the farmer to separate the jute flax, used in textiles
and rope production, from the hardy wooden core which is an im-
portant fuel source. Reduced flows in khals and rivers means that
the number of locations where retting of jute can be undertaken is
limited. Furthermore, where water levels become too low, the
farmers (or their hired labour) have to move the partially retted
jute to new locations, an unpleasant and physically
task. Indirect problems occur as a result of the jute-retting prob-
lem. The sités where sufficient water is avdilable tb dchieve this
have become increasingly congested and polluted. As a result,
working in these rivers, canals and beels leads to skin irritations.
A further indirect problem is that the stripping of the fibre from
the sap stick is preferably undertaken in relatively deep water.
This avoids farmers and farm labourers having to spend long
hours bent over. With the declining water levels this is no longer
possible and workers are increasingly complaining of backache.

Another priority problem linked to scarcity of water, and one
that was mentioned by every livelihood group and ranked in the
top three, is drawdown of the water table. Again, there seems to be a
consensus as to the consequences and causes of the problem and
these problems are inextricably linked to those associated with the
lack of floodwaters. A consequence frequently referred to is the
fact that many more ponds and khals are becoming seasonal,
drying up towards the end of the dry season making it difficult to
bath or wash livestock. Respondents also frequently referred to
this being a serious problem for people involved in fish culture, as
they have to catch and eat or sell stocked fish before they fully ma-
ture,

Farmers and water sellers, the owners of shallow tubewells
(STWs) and providers of irrigation water, both referred to the fact
that it now takes longer to pump sufficient water to irrigate the
same area of land and therefore was more costly in terms of diesel
or electricity depending on the type of pump. They said that in

strenuous -

trated and precipitate and eventually lead to the development of an
iron pan or plinthite. -

Adaptive Strategies and Solutions

The livelihood groups went on to outline the responses or
‘adaptive strategies” that they have developed in an attempt to deal
and live with the water related problems they face. All the Focus
Groups stated that the best solution to the problem of insufficient
floodwater on the floodplain would be to excavate or dredge the
rivers and canals leading from the Jamuna River to the two areas.
Associated with this, respondents said infrastructure such as
sluice gates needed to be widened and t;gerattd more effectively.
Such complaints are frequent and are difficult to resolve. They are
especially hard for local people, as they entail actions outside of
their immediate locality and in relation to structures not under
their ]jurisdictinn. As is often the case with water resources, there
are clear limits to what can be achieved through local-level inter-
ventions only.

Various adaptive strategies have been developed to deal with the
problems associated with lack of monsoon floodwaters. Farmers
with higher land have adapted new cropping patterns and now tend
to plant crops such as sugarcane, bananas and timber that require
less water where they previously grew rice. .

Fishermen and part-time fishermen now have to go further
afield to fish and tend to be concentrated on fewer water bodies,
adding to competition for ever declining fish stocks and leading to
disputes between village communities and professional and part-
time fisherfolk. Several professional fisherfolk appear to have
given up and switched primary livelihood activities, with many be-
coming fish traders and buying in fish from elsewhere. Others
have abandoned fishing completely and own small shops and tea
stalls or operate cycle rickshaws.

The Way Forward

The implications for government and donors alike are dra-
matic. Todl;. we still have a situation in Bangladesh where bilat-
eral and multi-lateral spending on water resources has been domi-
nated by investments in flood control. Yet there is increasing evi-
dence that this allocation needs to be reassessed, and that efforts
in the field of water conservation merit more attention than flood
control if Bangladesh could effectively manage its emerging water
scarcity. It is extremely difficult for many to view Bangladesh as a
water scarce nation. Nene of the many éxisting indicators of water
scarcity view the nation as water scarce. Yet many of these indica-
tors are too simplistic in approach. The fail to take account of sea-
sonal distribution of rainifall, or of the pathways through which
water passes through a nation and may be utilised. Moreover, they
fail to ltjake any account of the services that water has to provide. It
appears that the desire to view and manage water in a way more
ElEiﬂ to practices in the Northern Hemisphere still dominate de-
velopment perspectives and strategies. But livelihood practices in
Bangladesh are fundamentally different, with standing water as
much part of the landscape and of people's livelihood systems as
dry land. It is this type of analysis, that provides an understanding
of the role of water resources in sustai livelihoods, that should
be the basis upon which policies and projects are buiit. ‘
The 1998 fﬂ::uds mean that there is a danger that the vested in-
terests who benefit from large flood control investments will be
able to agitate for yet more donor-driven project that are doomed
to failure. There is, however, also a strong movement (including at
the national policy level) advocating subtler, integrated ap-
roaches hE.S’EEF on structural reforms to the legal and institutional
ramework of water resources. This movement needs to be sup-.
ported, as the local-level perspectives presented in this paper
clearly show that it does more than follow conceptual fashions: it
captures reality on the ground.
— BCAS Fenature

Globalisation: Myth and

by Naved Ahmed Chowhdury

pret and analyse

globalisation because in
maLn ity of the cases,
globalisation is taken as
synonymous with "westerniza-
tion" (western pundits may dis-
aﬁree with this assertion).
Therefore, though the policy
makers in countries like
Bangladesh are using this word
in abundance in order to make
political mileage, in reality
they are as confused as anyone
else. Globalisation, instead of
putting forward a message of
societal benefit from interna:
tional exchange reaching the
masses, is becoming something
of a ll?olitica] message where its
justification is explained by
raw and complicated statistics
of foreign direct investment,
the number of plants estab-
lished in EPZ across the coun-
try, the number of multina-
tionals coming to Bangladesh,
the number of foreign visits of
ministers, or even the number
of mobile phones in the coun-
try!l But is this really represent-
ing how globalised our country
is at Bresent? Without using any
numbers (which usually con-
founds a reader) let us explore
the myth and the reality behind
to see what is really tﬁe case.
What is globalisation and
whose interest is it serving?

Myth: The Pacific Rim
countries are economic success
cases and the recent setback is
not because of globalisation but
because of wrong government
policies: It is true that the
ASEAN countries are economic
success stories having made
enormous strides in economic
arena, averaging eight to ten per
cent growth every year for the
last decade. The poverty 'level
nose-dived and any visitor
would be surprised to see the
abundance of consumer goods
in Singapore, Manila, Kuala
Lumpur or Bangkok. But let us

think here a little. It took only '
one crash to almost destro
what *hey gained! Almost

the eccnomies contracted dur-

"

IT is actually hard to inter-

inl_g last year (with the exception
of Singapore] with Indonesia
being hardest hit where the
economy contracted almost 15
per cent in one year and per
capita GNP went from 100 dol-
lars down to almost 300 in one
year. All of these countries are
continuously praised and
courted by the World Bank as
being most open of all
economies. But instead of being
helped by globalisation they
fell victim to it. As soon as the
crash hit them they experienced
massive capital flight to the
western countries. The specula-
tors were the first to flee and
following them were other for-
eign companiés who had in-
vested money.

All of these countries were'
very obedient pupils' of the
World Bank and the IMF, so for
all the credit these two organi-
sations took all these years to
have made these countries
wealthy, guess who was blamed
for all the ills that happened at
the end? Who was blamed for
being curnépt and incompetent,
selfish and insensitive? None
other than the regimes in these
countries. But these very
regimes were praised for being
the paragon of globalisation,
for having opened the
economies by successfully im-

lementing prescriptions of the

orld Bank and the IMF! But
then why were these economic
gurus unable to predict the
mess, the crash? Who did really
benefit from the crash at the
end, since we see these very or-
ganisations again lending
money to the successive re
just as they had done with the
previous ones?

It is actually hard to inter-
pret these phenomena accu-
rately since various interpreta-
tions are being superim as
hilgg ?uhaiisauﬂn. On the one
h t follows westernization
wherever the recipe of market

plus democracy and the indi-,

vidualism that goes with it are
being advocated and applied on
a worldwide scalé, It means

freedom and choice without
necessarily understanding the
implications. It means opening

your arms to anything and ev-

they can also move their pro-
duction around in order to find
the most work for the lowest
wages. They can repatriate 100

erything while acknowledging
that you own culture was infe-
rior since it has not been glob-
alised as yet. It means stan-
dardization of values, decline of
state and then rise of new ethics’
dictated by the market.
In recent times, anyone and
one from the government
in Bangladesh find glee in
overwh ng us with informa-
tion about foreign investments
and how Bangladesh need to
reap the benefit of globalisa-
tion. But let us be carelul. Let us
first understand why a multi-
national company (MNC) comes
to Bangladesh in the first
place? How can a profit making

‘company be so magnanimous

that it would like to
courn One should not forget
that, first and foremost MNCs
are accountable not to the host
country (Bangladesh) but to
their shareholders (who are
citizens of develo countries).
therefore the profit needs to be
repatriated abroad whether one
likes it or not, Can we ignore
the fact that only Ean%la eshis
who work as their agents are go-

evelop our

'ing to get rich in the process

while we are going to get some
Wimpys and McDonalds to
cater to their needs?

__ How about promising some
statistics on how the benefit
from investments of multina-
tionals is going to trickle down
to the poorest of the poor? How
this-is going to help in attaining
sustainable livelihood for
marginalized men and women
of the country? Unfortunate as
they may seem, these facts are
not even mentioned. Is this how
the benefits of globalisation
distributed?

Let us not fool ourselves, The
biggest beneficiaries of globali-
sation are transnational corpo-
rations. They can move their
money around the world to
maximize their profits and be-
cause jobs are in short supply,

per cent of the profit (as in
Bangladesh) but still take pride
in saying that they have created
jobs which are in few cases low
skilled but usually not skilled
at all. They can come and put
pressure in order to control vi-
tal sectors of the economy
(Energy in Bangladesh, for ex-
ample] but still make the gov-
ernment grateful for making
investments at all!

Myth: The factors of
tion are more mobile than be-
fore and that is going to make a
richer world: A notable feature
on the road to globalisation is
liberalisation of capital flows.
It is true that helped by sophis-
ticated technology and fast in-
formation exchange it is possi-
ble for the capital to move
across the border.

The question, though, it not
if the capital moves freer, but
whether the factors of produc-
tion can move unobstructed. In
a world of hypocrisy where the
capital is moving without hin-
drance, another factor of pro-
duction, labour, is not at all as
mobile. Though it is very easy
for the citizens of developed
world to come to any developing
country to work (one only %as
to see the abundance of consul-
tants working on different pro-
jects in Bangladesh) it is almost
impossible for anyone from the
developing countries to go to

developed world'to work. New
immigration laws in Western
Europe, North America. and
Australin are making it even
more difficult.

In addition, to that, with the
slightest indication of any sort
of turmoil, be it political, or
economical, in the developing
countries people like George
Soros remove their cash from
capital markets (as was the case
in South-East Asia).

Bangladesh also suffered
tremendously because of this
obsession with speculation.

ue-

Reality

During the recent stock market
crash, we have also experienced
massive capital outflow ruinin
thousands of people. None o

cisions are concerned? Some
American multinationals that
produce Dale and Chigita ba-
nanas are so big that some of

national Eower that is bigger in
scale and complexity than the
organising centres of the devel-
oping countries at the present

of the twenéy rest counitries
of the world, m can any one
talk about a global village?

Is then Globalisation a

the western financial institu-
tions infused money in. our
stock market then. Unfortu-
nately, the stock market has
still not regained its lustre.
Myth: Better communica-
tion reinforces globalisation
and the benefits will accrue to
the people: Communication and
lobalisation are closely inter-
inked. Developments in com-
munication — e-mail, internet,
cellular phones, multimedia,
databanks etc = does help to
link a country with the world at
large. That technological im-
rovements are taking place by
eaps and bounds is also appar-
ent in other countries. Unfor-
tunately, a limited number of
companies control the digital
revolution in Bangladesh. Till
date the benefits are not enjoyed
by the mass but only lg:}.r a

certain seEment of the society.

] Mr'h: d cross border
developments in law, interna-
tional treaties and interna-

' tional courts are beneficial to

the developing countries: We
have seen in recent times inex-
haustible number of interna-
tional treaties being written in
Geneva and New York, One such
example is the activities of
World Trade Organisation,
which is supposed to assure that
world markets are open and no
country can get undue prefer-
ence over others, The developed
countries can rest assure that
WTO has taken its mandate
very seriously and is going
about doing its job with cus-
tomary zeal. The recent spat of
the US and the European Union
is a good example where WTO is
expected to negotiate the open-
ing of European markets to big
American Banana companies
so that they can have equal ac-
cess to the market.

But is this justified? Can a
multinational company and a
sovereign nation be considered
as equal as long as business de-

them have revenues greater
than small countries (e.g. Bar-
bados, Jamaica). Taking global-
isation as an excuse they would

like to compete with bananas

produced from other countries
which will invariably make
thousands of people unem-
ployed in those countries, since
these small countries neither
have the political will nor the
financial resources to fight
these big companies. (One just
needs to go back to the 60s and
the 70s when these companies
were so strong in Central Amer-
ica and some of the countries
were called "Banana Republics”
in jest).

In the case of Bangladesh, a
good example i3 the catastrophe
in Magurchara caused by negli-

ence of another multinational.
es, it is true that they have
paid compensations but is it
enough to replace the destroyed

-flora and fauna of the area?

Can it rejuvenate the once fer-
tile soil? Will the environment
ever be same? But the most im-
portant question is whether
this would have happened in a
developed country and if it did,
would be company have got
away with it so easily? The an-
.swer is no, theg would have
been torn apart by the govern-
ment as well as the citizen
groups! From 1966 to 1987, no
single natural catastrophe gen-
erated claim payments of over
$1 billion in the US, whereas
between 1987 and 1993, 81 bil-
lion was spent for 11 disasters.
From 1989 to 1996, US insurers
paid out 855.5 billions on catas-
trophe losses, more than all
catastrophe payments for the
previous 26 years. The question
is how much of it went to the
developing countries?

One need to be aware that the
process of globalisations has
occurred or 1is occurring
through the emergence, at each
stage, of greater economic and

time. To understand this, one
only has to remember the US
refusal to sign the treaty which
would have restricted carbon-
dioxide emission around the
globe to its 1995 level. The
treaty has been quite ineffective
in practice since the US is the
largest emitter of this gas in the
world and it has not signed it!
The rest of the world failed to
convince the US that it would
have benefited the world enor-
mously. But tg the policymak-
ers in the US, the Autolobby
was much stronger and more
important than the benefit of
the whole world. These same
automobile companies cry foul
if they are not given unre-
stricted access to any national
market, since other than mak-
ing money they have little or no
care for ethics.

Globalisation is also used to
signify openness of any econ-
omy. But it is very unfair to put
the economies of the developed
world with strong fundamental
principles on equal terms with
the economies of the developing
countries.

Numerous other examples
can be given but the fact re-
mains that while credibility of
sovereign countries like
Bangladesh is increasingly put
into question when talking
about treedom of market, we see
that western governments (in
other words donor countries)
actively pursue and in many
cases put pressure on develop-
ing nations as they lobby for
their multinationals.

Why do we talk only about
global benefits, what about
lobal responsibilities? Have
e moralists ever questioned
why the north did not respect
even the minimum require-
ment of diverting only 0.7 per
cent of their GDP as aid to their
partners in the south? When the:
seven richest countries of the
world balk at forgiving the debt

myth? No, it need not to be if
the essentials are the same. If it
means that it will benefit both
the rich and the marginal at the
centre and the periphery, than
it is desirable. If Globalisation
is to succeed then it will make
many demands on our life
styles and therefore on our cul-
ture. Increased awareness of our
rights in a global village and
confidence in our expectations
and historical consciousness
can guarantee that national al-
legiance and global citizenship
each have their rightful place.

Let us not consider ourselves
unfit to compete in the world
market, let us be critical of our
society by assessing it not
against other cultures but
against moral ethics that is in-
grained in us.

' The elevation of competi-
tiveness as the Dlllf' criteria by
which society should be judged

is wrong. A tolerance for eco-

nomic pluralism requires dif-
ferent goals, conditions and
cultures throughout the world
since it requires different solu-
tions to difterent problems. One
system — the western one based
on US kind of economy, will
not be able solve the needs of all
people in all circumstances.

lobalisation should en-
courage honest, pragmatic
partnership between the north
and the south. In this case the
powerlessness of nations
against the might of interna-
tional multinationals overem-
phasised.

Similar to a hearty meal of
Bririyani, Globalisation is good
only if we know how much is

ood, why it is good and more
mportantly when to stop if
anything goes wrong!

The writer works as a Socio-
Economist with Intermediate

Technology Development Group
Hungludfsgl. |



