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N my last two letters, puls

lished in thg.issues of 20

pril and 5 May, I wrote
about the prohibition of Islam
in medieval Spain , the forcible
conversion of the Muslims into
Catholicism, the massacre and
the final ulsion of the re-
maining oriscos ( most of
whom professed Christianity
in public but practised Islam in
private) from Spain ( 1609-
1611). When . at the end of this
long and cruel persecution, the
Morisco survivors arrived in
different parts of the then Mus-
lim world ( Egypt, Algeria and
Morocco), they tlf‘mughl that fi-
nally they had reached the end
of their sufferings. Unfortu-
nately, it was not so. No gener-
alised statement can be made
about the treatment they re-
ceived from fellow Muslims in
these host countries. It varied
from place to place and often
depended on factors beyond
their control. Needless to say,
they tried to cope with the mg-
lems as best as they could and
often with success. However,
there was one, in particular,
which besides causing them
great pain and  suffering ,
touched the core of their inner
soul and which they had never
expected to encounter . That was
a problem concerning the pro-
cess of construction and recon-
struction of identities, mean-
ings, social and religious val-
ues, which even today is so
common to immigrant, com-
munities all over the world. ( I,
as an iimmigrant can vouch for
it personally).

Serious doubts were raised
in certain quarters in these
countries about the authentic-
u;},: of their devotion to Islam.

ere they good Muslims ;, bad
Muslims or Crypto - Muslims
? They had Christian names,
they spoke a language which
was rather different to that of
their hosts and their eating
habits were also different. In
short, they looked too Chris-
tian and European ( after all ,
most of them were of mixed
Hispano- Visigothic and Arab
or Berber origin).Islam, for
them was the symbol of their

collective  experience and
hence their identity. To them
the word Islam meant a lot

more than to many others — it
was loaded with emotional ,
ritual, religious and even ideo-
logical implications. To deny it
or to raise doubts about their
adherence to it, meant almost a
denial of their very existence.
The purpose of this paper is to
analyse their situation with a
view to helping the reader to
draw his or her own conclusion
on whether the Moriscos were
true Muslims or naot.. Luckily

anised ecclesjastical authority
there are. of course, theologi- '

cal rts to interpret the law
and to give religious guidance])
to act as an intermediary be-
tween them and their God.
Therefore , it follows that in Is-
lam there is no one, who is au-
thorised to issue a document
certifying the validity of one’s
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claim to be a true Muslim or
otherwise. So we are forced to
look for other methods to ex-
amine such a claim.

The basic Islamic doctrine(
the shahada ) is very straight
and simple and does not leave
any room for doubts or inter-
pretations i.e,, * La ilaha illa
Allah wa Muhammad rasul Al-
lah” meaning * There is no
God but God and Muhammad is
the prophet of God.” Unlike
other maI]ur monotheistic reli-

ions , Islam’s prophet is not a

ivine fi . He is a human be-
ing, albeit of the highest moral
standards whose lile and work
are to be emulated by all Mus-
lims. The acceptance of and
obedience to this basic doc-
trine , in my opinion, are the
first requirements of being a
true Muslim.

Next is the requirement to
ractise the five Pillars of Is-
am : First, reciting the confes-

sion of faith (shahada) as often
as possible(at least once in
one’'s lifetime); second, per-
forming the five obligator
daily namaz after the ritu
ablutions; third, paying the za-
kat for the poor; fourth, fasting
from dawn to dusk for thirt
days in the ninth mont
(Ramadan ) of the Islamic cal-
endar; and fifth, Mperfurmin
the pilgrimage to Mecca, (hajj
at least once in a lifetime. These
then are the cﬂntra;ﬁrecepts of
Islam. Now we shall examine

how well these Spanish

Moriscos performed these du-

ties.

Before we do that I think it
would be worth our while to re-
capitulate the circumstances
under which the Moriscos lived
for several generations in
Spain (1492- 1611). After the
fall of Granada . the last Mus-
lim kingdom in Spain ( 1492),
the Spanish Muslims became a
conquered pegple. Although for
a short time legally they en--
joyed equal rights, soon the
conquerors started treating
them as serfs. The Muslims
were denied the right to carry
arms. Very soon they lost their
right to acquire new land and
properties. Many choice prop-
erties were confiscated. The tax
system was revised to levy spe-
cial taxes on them. In certain

arts of the country they were
orced to wear distinctive
badges and live in specially
designated areas. Even these
humiliating measures were not
enough for the Crown and the
Church. Se in December 1499,
a decree was promulgated au-

thorising forcible conversion of

all the Muslims into Christian-

, - the . Muslims donjot hiavg an or- <+ity. On' October12' 15017 in-_
structions were issued to burn '’

all books related to Islam. All
the mosques in the country
were either razed to the ground
or converted into Catholic
churches. Good arable land in
the valleys was taken away and
given to Christian settlers from
the north. Young children were
separated from their parents

1. The Morisco
serve the five daily prayers reg-

and sent off to the north {
Castile) to be educated in the
Christian way ,but the nses

“had to be borne by the parents.

A series of other measures
like the prohibition of the use
of Arabic and Arab dresses , the
banning of the Muslim ritual
for sacrificing animals and the
Arab baths were taken to accul-
turate the community and
obliterate the last vestiges of
Muslim culture. Luckily ,these
measures were enforced with
more or less rigour in different
parts of the country at different
times because Spain’'s political
structure as one single nation
was still in the process of being
negotiated and defined. Since
no option but conversion or ex-
pulsion from the country was
ﬁilven. the vast majority of the

uslims went through the for-

malities of mass conversion
and accepted Christian names,

in private they continued to
practise Islamic rituals. The
conversion

were no longer classified as
Muslims but as new- Christians
or Moriscos. One of the princi-
pal reasons of forcible conver-
sion was to bring them under
the jurisdiction of courts of In-
quisition [(non-Christians fell
outside its jurisdiction), which
had been set up all over the
country to seek out and punish
the heretics, especially the new-
converts (the Crypto-Jews and
the Crypto- Muslims). If de-
clared guilty, the punishment
was death by burning at the
stakes. So, these were the legal,
political and social conditions
in which the Moriscos tried to
keep their faith alive for more
than a century. Now we are in a
betlter position to assess
whether they were good Mus-
lims, bad Muslims or simply
Crypto- Muslims.

ere is no doubt that the
Moriscos with only a few
tions accepted and obeyed the
basic Islamic doctrine, “ La ilah
ill Allah wa Muhammad rasul
Allah”, because this was a
question of inner faith and it
could be maintained in secret
but with the support of an ex-
tensive network inside the
community. But as far as the
n:ﬂl.ﬂr:mcnt to practise the five
pillars of Islam was concerned,
it was not that easy to comply
with. The Shahada could
pronounced as often as one
wanted to but always in private.
Any such pronouncement in
public would inevitably lead a
Morisco to the courts of Inqui-
sition and then most probably
to death.
riscos could not ob-

ularly. Since the prayers had to
be performed within the con-
fines of their homes and in a
clandestine fashion, they used
to combine the noon .afternoon
and often the sunset prayer in
one. But what is noteworthy is
that in spite of the tremendous
pressure exercised by the

immediately
changed their legal status. They

~Aslamie .faith by and :ﬁ%ﬁ
“Meriscos”." Since they “#n

Crown and the Church they did
their best to pray as often as
I)ussihle. Zakat was paid regu-
arly on a personal basis or to
a community fund. It was a
tightly knit community and in
spite of - the hostile environ-
ment they lived in, there were
very few signs of extreme
poverty because through Zakat,
members of the group used to
help each other out. In this
connection, it may be men-
tioned here that most of the
Moriscos lived almost asceti-
cally — a simple orderly life
without many worldly com-
forts—precisely the kind of life
rescribed by Islam for a true
liever. In this respect, I think,
they adhered to the Shari‘ah
better than many other so-
‘called devout Muslims. Fasting
from dawn to dusk during the
whole month of Ramadan was
a common practice among the
Moriscos, which sometimes
gave them away because work-
in% from dawn to dusk in the
fields under the scorching
Spanish sun was not an easy
task. Since they refused food
and drink during these hours,
they were accused of stubborn-
ness|{ for secretly following Is-
lamic rituals) and of being in-
sincere converts to Christian-
ity. Hajj, the pilgrimage to
ecca was out ol reach for
most Moriscos, not only for fi-
nancial reasons but also be-
cause of their legal status as
New Converts.

The Moriscos were not sure
whether in Islam a temporary
suspension of some of the reli-
ﬁlnus practices, if one lived un-

er the threat of death , was al-
lowed or not. So in 1504, they
sent a delegation to Oran (now
in Algeria ), to obtain a ruling
from Mufti al-Maghrawi, a
renowned Muslim scholar . who
published a fatwa ( which has
come down in history as the
Oran Fatwa) in the same year,
which allowed the relaxation of
the strict rules of Islam, since
they were living under duress
and "provided a framework for
the new clandestine religion
which was emerging”. e
fatwa also relieved them of
their initial sense of guilt for
adopting the external signs of
Christianity. The

felt that as
long as they could preserve the

essentials of Islam, the external
signs did not matter and they
would remain true Muslims at
heart. Most subsequent clan-
destine Morisco literature
known as literatura aljamiada
[ written in Spanish but using
Arabic characters }.which has
been preserved until today [ in
spite of the courts of Inquisi-
tion). “contain exposi of,

- e

doctrine of Tagiyya, they re-
mained immune to the pres-
sures exercised for more than a
century by the Crown and the
Church to turn them into good
Christians and felt completel

secure in their faith in Alla

and His prophet, Muham-
mad(SM).

Was Congress Split
Avoidable?

Dr Amrik Singh writes from New Delhi

Evidently, Sonia Gandhi is very much in the run. She said that the decision would be made by the
parliamentary committee of the Congress party as per convention. But this does not clinch the
issue. What the parliamentary committee does is to generally endorse what has been otherwise
agreed upon. Only it is formalised by that body. In other words, Sonia Gandhi continues to be a
candidate for the top political office of the country as much as anybody can be a candidate on

behalf of a political party.

ESPITE all the brave
words that are being spo-
ken, there is a feeling in

the Congress rank and file that
it would have been better had
the three Working Committee
leaders not walked out of the
Congress. Strictéy speaking,
themere expelled. But, as ev-
erybody would agree, this came
to pass because they chose to
take a hostile stand about Sonia
Gandhi being projected as the
would-be Prime Minister of the

country. Since all these details

are widely known, it is not nec-
essary to repeat them here. But
perhaps the following three
things need to be discussed
somewhat candidly for they
have a bearing on the future of
the Congress party and the po-
litical life of the country.

The first one is whether the
acceptability of Sonia Gandhi
as a gﬂ'tﬂntiﬂl Prime Minister
should have become a matter of
such acute public controversy.
This issue had been raised off
and on but not as seriously as it
was raised by the three mem-
bers of the Congress Working
"Committee. Even some senior

ersons connected with the BJP
eadership had referred to this
issue. George Fernandes too had
touched upon it. But the issue
caught on only when three
members of the Working Com-
mittee chose to take a public
stand. -

The issue has not yet been
settled. The whole melodrama
of Sonia Gandhi resigning and
then withdrawing her resigna-
tion and the convening of a spe-
cial session of the AICC has left
behind a feeling that the matter
has been pushed under the rug
and no final decision has yet
been taken. Evidently, Sonia
Gandhi is very much in the run.
She said that the decision
would be made by the parlia-
mentary committee of the
Congress party as per conven-
tion. But this does not clinch
the issue. What the parliamen-
tary committee does is to gener-
ally endprse what has been oth-
erwise agreed upon. Only it is
formalised by that body. In

other words, Sonia Gandhi
continues to be a candidate for
the top political office of the
country as much as anybody
can be a candidate on behalf of
a political party.

The real issue, and this is the
second point for discussion, is
whether Sonia Gandhi would

make it to the Prime Minister-

ship one of these days or not, At
the moment, things do not look

particularly promising. The

circumstances. in which the

government in power was voted

out has, at the end of that exer-

cise, given a certain amount of

boost to the BJP camp. The

margin of victory was so nar-

row and the subsequent inabil- -
ity to form an alternative gov-

ernment was bungled so badly
that it puts the Congress

in a somewhat disadvantageous

position.

Nothing has underlined the
disadvantage so much as the
fact that the attempt to form a

government was followed by a

~split in the Congress party. The

roois of this split go back to the
fact that Sharad Pawar was
never trusted by Sonia Gandhi.
She always preferred to keep
him at a distance. Though he
was made the leader of the
Congress party in the Lok
Sabha, it was generally under-
stood that it was a holding op-
eration as far as he was con-
cerned; and no more. Sonia
Gandhi herself wanted to be the
leader and, when the time
would come, she would assume
the leadership. This was the
unstated assumption and this is
precisely what happened. Sonia
Gandhi handled everything
herself and called upon the
President and so on and every-
one including Sharad Pawar
played the second fiddle.

Sharad Pawar might have
been willing to play this role
but for two reservations. One
was the unfortunate fact that he
was not allowed to play even the
second fiddle. It was being
played by Arjun Singh all the
time. The rivalry between these
two leaders goes back to a

decade. After the death of Rajiv
Gandhi, both Sharad Pawar
and Arjun Singh emerged as the
main contenders for succes-
sion. That P V Narasimha Rao
walked away with the mantle of
leadership is another fact but
that does not have to be dis-
cussed here. It was this kind of
rivalry between the two which
was always bothering Sharad
Pawar. How to put an end to this
situation must have bugged him

constantly.

Thirdly, this rivalry be-
tween Arjun Singh and Sharad
Pawar should never have been
overlooked or not given due im-
portance. For Sonia Gandhi to
have permitted Arjun Singh to
come so close to her as to virtu-
ally overshadow Sharad Pawar

was, tactically speaking, a

wrong thing. Had the gamble to

form a new government paid
off, it could still have been dan-
gerous for the survival of the
overnment. In that situation.
harad Pawar could have
threatened to walk out unless
he was given his due. Balancin
the interests and ambitions o
both these hea ts was a
prerequisite for the smooth

management of the party. In the .

existing circumstances, not
only was Sharad Pawar con-
signed to the dog house, so lo
speak, Arjun Singh was virtu-
ally allowed to run the show.

There would be nothing orig-
inal in saying therefore that
Sharad Pawar was looking for
an opportunity to settle old
scores. With the failure of the
attempt to form a new govern-
ment and Arjun Si in the
wake of that frustrated attempt)
in the dog house and a poten-
tially explosive issue about the
national origins of Sonia
Gandhi, all that Sharad Pawar
had to do was to take advantage
of the situation. Not to have
done so would have been an act
of total cowardice. He is gener-
ally known to be a cautious per-
son. All these years he had ex-
ercised caution. But if he had to
hit out, this was the time to do
so and it did not take long to ig-
nite the fuse.

Sonia Gandhi's mistake lay
in having brought about a situa-
tion in which her credibility
touched the rock bottom and so
did that of Arjun Singh, Not
only that, to have allowed Ar-
jun Si to be treated as her
favourite and Sharad Pawar as
ouiside the pale of her favour
aggravated the situation and
precipitated the split.

It is not the intention here to
demonise Sharad Pawar or Ar-
jun Singh. The fact of the mat-
ter is that in the dicey situation
in which she was operating, it
was incumbent upon Sonia
Gandhi to hold a kind of bal-
ance and not allow either of the
two contending deputies to go so
far as to push one of them to re-
volt against her. While Arjun
Singh's base has been shrink-
ing over the years. Sharad
Pawar's base has been expand-
ing. Political management re-
guired that Sharad Pawar

should not have been given a
chance to go out of hand.

‘Even though Sharad Pawar
was not a serious contender for
the Prime Ministership at any
stage, he was "at least within a
measurable distance. In any
case, he did not wish to be
marginalised as happened in
this case. In terms of the devel-
opments that took place, the
split was not going to help him.
Anyone could see that he was
not going to gain from it. But he
still went ahead and created a
situation in which reckless ac-
tion rather than prudence or
caution became the governing
consideration. If nothing else,
his action would hurt Sonia
Gandhi's prospects. This is how
it happens in human affairs. To
hurt someone and not gain any-
thing oneself is also looked
upon as an acceptable way of
functioning sometimes.

Will Sonia Gandhi learn
anything from this messy but
avoidable erience? No one
can answer that question. Only
time will tell.

— Mandira
The author is a former Vice
Chancellor of Delhi University.
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*" thdf they were Profectsd by the’

Liberation and
Beyond

- Towards Military Conﬂic

recall that Aga Shahi, the Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the United Nations, interrupted Sardar Swaran
Singh's speech by twice raising points of order. Both the points
of order were basically for accusing India of interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of Pakistan and questioning India's dubious inten-
tions towards Pakistan. But a more interesting point of order was
raised by Jameel Baroody, ambassador of Saudi Arabia to the
United Nations. Baroody was a Lebanese Christian who repre-
sented Saudi Arabia at the United Nations for a very long period
of time. He was lprnmpted to interrupt Sardar Swaran Singh by
~the Pakistani delegation. He proceeded to the podium and sug-
gested that the United Nations was already seized of the problem
of refugees in India; so there was no need for India to agitate the
issue in the general debate. He then went on to make the extraor-
dinary suggestion that Sardar Swaran S need not deliver his
whole speech; the text of the speech had dy been distributed
to the members of the General Assembly and could be taken as
read. This would save time of the General Assembly and would
also help to avoid controversies.

Sardar Swaran Singh gave appropriate answers to the points
of order raised by Baroody and Aga Shahi. He insisted on deliver-
3.3% his whole speech stating the case of India and Bangladesh.

at was particularly notable was his sense of humour and its

display as he came down from the podium after delivering the

.speech. All of us on the delegation asked him whether he was not

upset about the interruptions, particularly the interruption by
the Saudi Ambassador. Sardar Swaran Singh's response ‘was:
“You young people should understand that before I became the
Foreign Minister or came to the Cabinet, for long years I was a
lawyer practising in the courts of Jallandhar and other parts of
the Punjab. I am used to calculated and frequent interruptions by
opposing lawyers and related harassment. But Baroody underes-
litnated me if he thought that I would give up making the speech
to gain cosmetic approval from these delegations in the General
Assembly.”

The upshot of the General Assemhla debate was a stark revela-
tion of the fact that members of the UN did not react to critical
political developments in member states on the basis of merits of
the issues involved or high moral and human rights considera-
tions, demacracy and the rule of law which the UN upholds. When
the agenda item on the East Pakistan crisis was put to vote, a res-
olution in which India demanded the fulfilment of the aspira-
tions of the people of East Pakistan, an overwhelming majority
of the UN membership, as far as I recall 111 or 114 countries,
voted against India. There were two votes cast in favour of the
resolution, those of India and Bhutan, and one or two countries
abstained. This voting pattern in turn was used by the Pakistani
delegation and the US as the basis to argue that India should be
pressurised to withdraw its support to the East Pakistan Freedom
movement. In casting their votes and in their policy statements,
member countries articulated their assessment of the East
Pakistan crisis.

In the General Assembly 117 members participated in the gen-
eral debate of whom 55, excluding India and Pakistan, referred to
Bangladesh in their statements. These references can be classi-
fied under the following categories: '

(i) Twenty-four countries stated that the problem should be
tackled from a humanitarian point of view, but made no refer-
ence to the political aspect of the problem. These were: Argentina,
Australia, Chile, China (Taiwan), Egypt, Ghana, Jamaica, Japan,
Laos, Liberia, Libya, Mexico, Madagascar, the Netherlands,

Nicaragua, Syria, Tanzania, Thalland, Turkey, Uganda, Uruguay,
-'"'&mtn-ﬁlﬁ%uﬂen,_ {Sanaa) and Zambia. ' 4 -

fo i i) Eight
-+ hurnanitarien, and called for the restoration-of normaloy in East -

intries stated that the primary concern should be

Bengal as a prerequisite for the return of refugees. etc. These were:
Afghanistan, Cevlon ("acc¢elerated democratic and constitutional

procedures’). Equador, Finland, Italy, Nepal. the UK ("a return to
civil government”) and Yugoslavia.

{iif) Fourteen countries. apart from expressing humanitarian
concern, specifically stated that a political solution should be
evolved to meet the situation in East Bengal. These were: Austria,
Belgium (also counted in category iv), Cyprus ("humanitasian
problem has roots in political situation and the Secretary
General has put the proper emphasis on this issue"), France,
Guyana, Ireland, Malta (referred to a solution "based essentially
on political accommeodation”), Mongolia ("situation in East
Pakistan should be settled by political means in accordance with
the interests of its population”), New Zealand ["durable, political
settlement”}, Norway, Poland (called upon Pakistan "to adopt
measures to reach an appropriate political settlement of the cri-
sis situation in East Pakistan"), Sweden, the USA and the USSR.

(iv) Five countries, acknowledging the humanitarian aspect of
the problem stated that it should be settled between India and
Pakistan with or without the assistance of the UN. These were
Algeria, Indonesia, Iran, Lebanon. Sierra, Leone and Belgium
{primarily included in category (iii).

(v] Saudi Arabia by taking a pro-Pakistan stand constituted a
category by itself.

(vi) Three countries, Ethiulpia, Iceland and Israel, made only a
passing reference to the fprv:;ﬂ::- ern.

Ten countries specifically stated that the situation in East
Bengal involved human rights, or took the line that a political
solution in East Bengal should be reached in consultation with
the elected regresentatives of the people. Such statements can be
classified in the following two categories:

(a) Eight countries which specifically stated that the East
Bengal situation involved human rights were: Belgium, Equador
("protest against massacres in East Pakistan which are a viola-
tion of the sacred nature of human life"), Ireland. Malta (the
refugee camps are "the direct result of political and military ac-
tion” and the refugees "have their inalienable human rights”).
Madagascar (called for "humaneness in the conduct of repressive
operations”), New Zealand, Sweden and Uruguay.

(b) Four countries specifically stated that a political solution
should be reached in consultation with the elected representa-
tives of the people: France ("political solution based on the con-
sent of the Pakistani people”), Mongolia ("settlement by Eoliticai
means in accordance with the interests of its people"), New
Zealand and Sweden ("political solution based on the will of th
people as expressed through the ballot"). &

It is interesting that only India and four other countries in the
entire UN advocated a political settlement of the East Pakistan
crisis in consultation with the people of East Pakistan. The re-
action of all the other countries was both ambiguous and pusil-
lanimous.

It was clear to India by the third week of October that the in-
ternational community was not likely to support the liberation
struggle or the fragmentation of Pakistan. s was an attitude
both logical and in conformity with the general principles of in-
ternational law. The international community was willing onl
to provide some marginal economic assistance for the relief ang’
rehabilitation of East Pakistan refugees who had come into
India. The continuing military repression was eroding the oper-
ational effectiveness of the various groups of freedom fighters,
The majority of the Islamic countries and the western democra-
cies led by the,United States were supporting the Yahya regime.

A worrisome aspect of the situation was Pakistan's success in
persuading some segments of the international community, and
some of the multilateral fora to question the veracity of India's

claims about the number of refugees who had crossed over from _

East Pakistan. The Special Secretary in charge of the East
Pakistan refugee problem, Mr Kahlon, advised Sardar Swaran
Singh that we should allow visits by eminent and credible for-
eign observers to these refugee camps and then get these visitors
to address press conferences attended by both Indian and fo
journalists covering the critical events in the sub continent.
Since international 513) rt for Pakistan was likely to increase
bringing upon India additional pressure, it became necessary to
make a careful assessment of whether the liberation struggle
with only the general support from India would be itself succeed
or require additional Indian military support. This carried the
risk of an open military confrontation with Pakistan. Another
evaluation had to be made about the possible consequences of an
Indo-Pak war, such as the countries likely to support India; the
way the UN might react; and the countries which would categori-
cally and operationally support an overt military operation by
India in support of the Bangladesh liberation s e.

After considering various policy options, India made the
refugee camps accessible to foreign journalists and observers. It
extended a general invitation to observers from within the coun-
try and from abroad to visit the refugee camps themselves. Three
eminent persons who visited the camps between October and
early November, 1971 were Senator Edward Kennedy, Chairman
of the Sub-Committee on Human Rights and Refugee Problems of
the US Senate, Mr Andre Malreaux, former Culture Minister in de
Gaulle's Government in France, and Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Senator
Edward Kennedy and Andre Malreaux went back convinced
about India claims and the critical predicament of the refugees.
They also endorsed the validity of the Bangladeshi cause. Prince
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Sadru_t:'ldin Aga Khan acted with utmost political correctness, and
consciously moderated his political sensitivities which he no

doubt possessed. 1 accompanied him to West Bengal, Assam and
Tripura on his tour of the refugee camps at Salt Lake City in
Calcutta and near Guwahati and Agartala. Sadruddin Aga Khan
also had meetings with the Chiel Minister of West Bengal,
Siddhartha Shanker Ray, and the Governor of Assam, B K Nehru.
Since Prince Sadruddin wanted to be seen as making an assess-
ment of the situation without an interfering presence of the
Government of India, he was allowed free access to the registra-
tion process, and individually to the refugees without any gov-
ernmental monitoring or presence. Because of his family’s inti-
mate links with Pakistan and his own inclination to be impar-
tial as a senior UN official, Prince Sadruddin A:%la Khan was a
deeply disturbed man having been greatly moved by the tragic
predicament of the refugees, In his discussions in Delhi with se-
nior advisers of Mrs Indira Gandhi he conceded that he came to
India with some scepticism but was going back convinced of the
enormous complexity of the East Pakistan problem and the
tragedies inherent in it.

nator Edward Kennedy sought separate meetings with rep-
resentatives of the Mujihna%ar overnment., which was organ-
ised both in Caleutta and Delhi. He returned to the United States
and spoke understandingly about the plight of Bangladeshis in
the Senate, in American political circles and before the
American media. Andre Malreaux was so moved after visiting the
refugee camps and talking to leaders of the Mujibnagar
Government that he wrote about his desire, if possible to imple-
ment, to mount an army tank of the Indian forces to launch a war
against the military oppressors of East Pakistan.

Being transparent about the ground situation and allowing
foreign observers access to the refugees made an impact on world
public opinion, By the middle of October Pakistan started receiv-
ing serious appeals and suggestions from distinguished persons
and even from some governments to release Mujibur Rahman
and to resume negotiations. India had to simultanecusly make
an assessmernt of the ground realities and imminent prospects, D
P Dhar asked me to pr:zipare a position paper for consideration by
the cabinet committee dealing with East Pakistan. | was asked to
analyse and assess the likely reaction from the major world pow-
ers and from United Nations members to India providing open
military support to the liberation groups of Bangladesh which
had the potential of resulting in an open war with Pakistan. He
also asked me and S K Singh, then director in charge of external
publicity, to visit Calcutta with a mission. He wanted us to speak
Lo representatives of the Mujibnagar Government and the West
Bengal Governmeit to evaluate whether the government in exile
and the various freedom lighters' groups could sustain their mili-
tary operations considering the size and operational capacities of
the Pakistani army.

S K Singh and | visited Calcutta in late September and in the
first half of October. We jointly submitted a report to D P Dhar
B;nviding a categorical assessment that the Pakistani army was

coming progressively successful in neutralising the freedom
fighters. including the groups consisting of former members of
the Bengal Regiments and East Pakistan para-military forces
and police personnel ably led by former officers of the gakistan
army including Major Ziaur Rahman: As far as I recall, cur as-
sessment was that the Pakistan army would overcome the resis-
tance movement latest by January or early February, 1972 unless
India improved ils qualitative support to the liberation cadres,
even at the risk of getting involved in another Indo-Pakistan

‘war. - ’ | A
The position paper which I prepared about the likely interna-

= tional reaction to Anffido-Pakistan warcentained : the foillowing

assessments. 2 e
1. The international coMmunity was ambivalent about the
prospects of an independent Bangladesh coming into existence
2. There would be no disappointment or concern about the re-
sulting predicament of the people of East Pakistan.
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3. If the Pak military regime succeeds in stabilising the situa-
tion the world would accept the fait accompli and support the
Pakistan Government.

4. If India moves in the direction of a military conflict with
Pakistan the US, western democracies and China will not only
oppose India but provide full political and indirect mulitary sup-
port Lo Pakistan. But the mt‘!ita;y support would stop short of di-
rect involvement in the war by Pakistan's suPpurters and allies.

5, The Muslim countries will give general political supporti ‘o
Pakistan's military regime but it is unlikely that they would give
any meaningful material assistance to Pakistan.

The members of the non-aligned movement would not have a
united approach to the East Pakistan crisis. The non-aligned
movement is fragmented. It will only indulge in impartial admo-
nitions while a majority of NAM members will support
Pakistan's advocacy of the importance of safeguarding its terri
torial integrity. ==

6. Except for Bhutan, India's neighbours will have reserva-
tions about direct Indian intervention in a neighbouring country
in the context of their own real or imagined threat perceptions
about India. Russia would be generally supportive of whatever
policy decisions India takes because of its strategic calculations
vis-a-vis the US, China and the China-Pakistarn-US nexus.

I also gave the general assessment that even though Russia
would be sympathetic towards India, the United Nations and the
Security Council would intervene successfully if the prospective
war or conflict is prolonged. 1 concluded this assessment with the

general opinion that the timing, the nature and the content of fu-

ture support to the liberation struggle of Bangladesh should be de-
cided primarily on the basis of consultations with our intelli-
gence agencies and the armed forces headquarters. If their advice
is that an open support will result in a surgical and short-term
successful operation then India could consider this option. If
their assessment is that the conflict is likely to be a long one, the
government should be cautious in converting India's %ﬂﬂfﬂl
sympathy for the liberation struggle into full operational sup-

port. | G =

Continued on Sundny.._._

Dhaka 1948-1971



