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Bits & pieces
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throwing contest. "It was all
very professional,” he said.
"The other lads thought it
was hilarious and the locals
couldn't believe it. I got nothing

for it — except haggis for.lunch,”
he said.

FLIP FOR

ZIMBABWE

HARARE, June 16 (AP}): Go-
ing within a whisker of a first
ever World Cup semifinal was a
big boost for Zimbabwean
cricket.

David Ho ton's team is-
sued out only because Australia
beat South Africa in the final
Super Six and it had an inferior
run-rate to New Zealand.

Bearing in mind host Eng-
land and two-time titlists the
West Indies didn't even make it
to the Super Sixes, it was a great

rformance by a nation con-
sidered the weakest of the nine
Test playing teams.

But an editorial in the na-
tional daily, The Herald, while
congratulating the team, called
for more to be done to attract
more home grown players, es-

ecially from the majority
lack population.

Of Zimbabwe's 12.7 million

le, only 70,000 ar- whites,
with 20, Asians and 40,000
of mixed race. Yet whites con-
stitute 90 per cent of first class
cricketers.

The Herald noted that the
only two good batsmen to enter
the Zimbabwe line up had
grown up and matured in other
countries Neil Johnson
(South Africa) and Murray

Goodwin (Australia).

"While everyone is pleased

they decided to come home to

* the land of their birth, it would

be folly to rely on a continual
flow of child emigrants return-
ing home," said the Herald.

"A lot more still needs to be
done especially in ensuring that
the national team reflects the
racial mix of the Zimbabwean
nation.”

The Herald said that the
team's success had attracted
more people to the game by
watching on TV.

"There is a lot more inlerest
in the game.” it said. "Many who
have never watched a cricket
match in their lives before were
glued to their television screens
on the days Zimbabwe played.”

THE OFFICIALS

LONDON, June 16 (AP): Steve
Bucknor of the West Indies and
England's David Shepherd will
umpire the World Cup final at
Lurg's on Sunday.

The third umpire is to be In-
dia's Srinivas Venkataragha-
van and E:ﬂnjjan Madugalle of
Sri Lanka be the match ref-
eree.

‘Low on confidence
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ing.
.1 wasn't sure who to shout
f2r in the end," another South
African supporter whispered
sheepishly after Sunday's game,
:dearful of his admiration fon
‘the enemy being overheard in
this unblinkingly one-eyed so-
clety.

Victory last Sunday would
have sent Australia packing
from the tournament. Now
South Alrica have it all to do
again angy En}h their morale
damaged efeat.

The cricketing mood in the
country since then has been un-
usually gloomy.

Perfect day for

cricket
From page 16

one that Fleming was too late to
tackle was pitched at 92 mph.

The Old Trafford pitch is
known to be a heaven E:u‘ spin-
ners, but it also has encourage-
ment for the seam bowlers.
Pakistan, unfortunately for the
Kiwis, has a large store of both,
And so it was. All the Pakistani
bowlers, with the exception of
Shahid Afridi, seemed to gain
from the well-worn wicket.

Contrary to earlier BBC re-

orts late last evening, Salim
Malik was not recalled into the
side and Wajahatullah Wasti
found his place safe. This was
as per Wasim's announcement
after yesterday's nets that the
team would be announced this
morning.

Roger Twose, who was un-
lucky to find ljaz's stretched-
out right hand after the gull
fielder flew to his right, ha
moments that was not in crick-
et’s daily routine. In.the 25th
over, Twose kicked the dust af-
ter Moin Khan made a failed
stumping attempt. He did, of
course, apologise immediately
to the wicket-keeper. Later, he
stopped Shoaib in his track as
something got in his eyes and
was only relieved by the help of
his captain. his running mate
at the time,

This being cricket, one never
knows what lies in store. New
Zealand may be rewarded for
their cautious approach for
they finished in the vicinity of
240, always a big ask if the in-
consistency of the Pakistani
batsmen takes over. And. for
certain, if the Kiwi bowlers get
the movement that the
promised all day.

Kallis” stomach
may upset SA
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risk he and the selectors would
take.

“It's painful batting as well.
He's still in some discomfort
especially with cross bat shots.

‘T've told the selectors it's a
risk to play him, that he could
break down even though it's a
one-day international, there is
a risk of doing further damage
to the muscles.

“There are only two more
games at most - obviously that
comes into it - so I suppose they
will put that into the pot when
the?r make that decision, -

‘He had his appendix re-
moved in September 1997. [t
could be related to that, but a
stomach strain is a stomach
strain."

wic Let 1

'Back on Waugh-path

._-,gymawant

[ arm seamer.

From page 13
hopefully we can rectify that.
"Good teams have to
well under pressure - that's
what makes a good team, win-

ning the big points.

STEVE WAUGH

"We have been good at that in
Test cricket over the last three
or four years. one-day cricket
not quite so good. But [ think we
are putting it together at the
right time now.

"We will learn from the last
World Cup final where we prob-
ably weren't prepared well
enough 'and obviously didn't
perform on the day.

"This side has a good mix-
ture of experience, youth and
enough talent to win the game.
If you combine all that and play
well, we will be hard to beat.

"I just hope this game is not
as close as the last. It was a little
too close for comfort."

ausiralia won by five wick-
ets but with only two balls to
spare in what must go down as
the most dramatic match of the
World Cup so far.,

South Africa missed the

EDGBASTON, England. June
16 (AFP): Australia and South
Africa players' information :

AUSTRALIA

Mark Waugh

Right-hand opener, occa-
sional off spinner. Aged 34. An
elegant batsman, he is running
into his best form, the trade-
mark on-drives and flicks be-
glmijn}g]{ to flow. After a hesitant
start, he made 83 against India
and 104 against Zimbabwe, be-
coming Australia's highest one-
day run-scorer on the way. In
this World Cup, he has scored

338 runs in eight games, averag- :

ing 42,25,

ngFuints: 8
Adam Gilchrist

Left-hand opener, wicket-

keeper. Aged 27. Sparks were
expected to fly at the World Cup
from Gilchrist the pinch-hitter
> he hit an Aus ian one-day
record "of 154 just before the
s but, so far it's_

een a damp squib. The moving
white ball and seaming wickets
have undermined his free-flow-

‘ing style. He has made 150 runs

in eight matches, with a top
score of 60 against Bangladesh.
Very neat, however, behind the
stumps.

Points: 7
Ricky Ponting

Right-hand batsman, occa-
sional seam bowler. Aged 24.
The man whose off-field bar-
room anties once grabbed more
headlines than his runs. Has
settled down well here in the
pivotal number-three slot. He
put on 126 with captain Steve
Waugh against South Africa. be-
fore being dismissed for his
highest score of 69. One of the
quickest fielders in the team
and adept at direct hits.

Points : 8
Darren Lehmann

Left-hand batsman, left-arm
spinner. Aged 29. A fine one-
day player and a clever chipper
of runs over the infield. The
South Australian would give
his right arm to be included in
the Test squad as well but the
selectors are still not sure. Has
had a mixed World Cup, his lone
success a 69 against New
Zealand. Missed the previous
clash against the South
Africans after his left index
finger was split open by an ex-
press delivery from Zimbab-
wean Henry Olonga. Proved an
excellent off-field cheer-leader
during the game. however.

Points: 6.5
Steve Waugh (capt)

Right-hand batsman, right
arm medium pace. Aged- 34.
Nicknamed "The Iceman.”
There is no tougher cricketer in
the business than the Aus-
tralian captain, whose magnif-
icent 120 not out against South
Alrica earned his team a serni-
linal berth. It was only his sec-
onid one-day century in 266
matches, but one not to be for-
gotten.

Points: 9

Michael Bevan ;
Left-hand batsman, left-a
wrisl spinner. Aged 29, One-day
cricket's leading innovator, the
ideal man to organise run
chases in the 'slog' overs. By his
standards, this World Cup has
been disappointment, not so
much the runs scored (199 from
seven innings) as his strike rate
(68.62 from every 100 balls).
Usually be chips and chases a
run each ball. Has looked un-
comfortable here against gen-

uine pace.
Points: 8

Tom Moody

Right-hand batsman. right-
ed 33. The only
player besides his captain to be
part of Australia's World Cup

.triumph in 1987, although he

did not play in the final. A late
inclusion in the team, he has
been in terrific form lower in
the order with a strike rate of
134.48. He has scored 117 runs
in four innings without being
dismissed, with a top score of 56
not out during the hectic chase
against Bangladesh. He has also
taken five wickets.
Points: 7

-Shane Warne
Right-arm leg spinner, Aged

play

and
' play.

services of key all-rounder

Jacques Kallis at Headingley

“and he had a gentle work-out in

the Edgbaston nets yesterday.
Kallis has a stomach injury,
which is not muscular but

MARK WAUGH
linked to the scar tissue from

an appendix operation on the
1997 tour to Pakistan.

He had the second of two
scans a couple of days ago and
that showed a marked im-
provement on the first.

Woolmer, on the day he
pulled out of the 1'1.11#111111@h or the
vacancy of England coach, said,
“Jacques is progressing well
opefully he'll be fit to

“At Headingley we were 20
runs short and our fielding
could have been better,

"It is a case of everyone con-
centrating on the job; we have
played better than we did on
Sunday,

"We never put them under
pressure and we were beaten by

~ a fantastic innings from Steve

Waugh."

29. At the start of the World
Cup, he was in the news for all
the wrong reasons, telling Sri
Lankan captain Arjuna
Ranatunga to retire and getting
a suspended fine and ban. Re-
parts say he could retire because
of relentless media pressure but
he has still taken 12 wickets at
under four an over. Appeared to
be finding his best touch when
he took two for 33 — one of his
victims his perennial rabbit
Daryll Cullinan — in 10 un-
changed overs against South
Africa.
Points: 8

Paul Reiffel .
Right-arm medium-fast
bowler. useful right-hand
batsman. Aged 33. "Pistol Pete”
was regarded as th= ideal foil
for Glenn McGra.h's pace in
English conditions, but he has
taken jyst five.awickets—~ingfour
matghes. So far, remembered

more for downjng a pigeon with
- "a‘thfow frofm thl':ég‘ Fl idary Tine
during Australia's match

against India. His experience
will, however, may still prove
vital in the semi-final,

Points: 6
Glenn McGrath

Right-arm fast bowler. Aged
29. The pace spearhead, after a
hesitant start, has found awe-
some form after coming to
terms with the white, swinging
ball. The breakthrough ecame
with five wickets for 14 against
the West Indies, including the
ball of the tournament, a leg-
cutter to Brian Lara that took
the top of his off stump. He has
alreadv notched up 15 wickets.
Points : 8.5 °
Damien Fleming a

Right-arm seamer. Me-
Grath's new-ball partner, has
provided good support with 12
wickets. Has had two three-
wicket hauls so far, the last one
against the South Africans in
the slog overs. Has found sharp
swing with the new ball and has
been the most consistent mem-
ber of the attack.

Points: 7.5

" Team total ;: 83.5

SOUTH AFRICA
Gary Kirsten
Left-hand opener. Aged 31.
The man who notched up World
Cup's highest score of 188 four
years ago, but now strugglin

for form. Often been bowled 0

the inside edge, driving with his
bat angled rather than straight.
In eight matches he has man-
aged 211 runs at an average of
26.37. Last year, during the Test
series in England, Kirsten
shrugged off a ‘string of low
scores to made 210 in the third
Test. The spirit's still willing,
the techmqé.:e is not,

Points: 6.5
Herschelle Gibbs

Right-hand opener. Aged 25.
South Africa's leading scorer
with 311 runs, He made 101
against Australia, but will re-
member instead the catch he
dropped midway through Steve
Waugh's match-winning knock
of 120 not out. His reputation as
a fielder in the Jonty Rhodes
mould may have taken a tem-
porary dent but he remains a vi-
1|T&a\l cog in South Africa's top or-

er.

Points: 8

Jacques Kallis

Right-hand batsman. right-
arm fast-medium swing bowler,
Aged 23. One of the world's few
enuine all-rounders. Returns
or the semi-final after missing
the previous game with a stom-
ach muscle strain. His absence,;
according to the captain, cost
him two players — a batsman
and a bowler. Averaging 51.80
with the bat, besides taking
seven wickets. He goes into the
match voted as this year best
young cricketer of the year.

Points: 9

Daryll Cullinan

Right-hand batsman. Aged
32. A gifted batsman finally hit
World Cup form against Aus-
tralia with 50 before falling to
Shane Warne, the leg spinner
who has regularly snapped up
his wicket. Steve Waugh is
likely to call up Warne again as
soon as Cullinan arrives at the

PLAYER PROFILES

"kEEpinﬁ. however,
ou

-day final at Lord's a

Sport

Counting on Kallis

BIRMINGHAM, England,
June 16: South Africa are hop-
ing the Kallis effect will tilt
Thursday's mouthwatering
World Cup semifinal against
Australia in their favour, re-
ports Reuters.

There is rarely much to sep-
arate the two southern hemi-
sphere rivals in ability as their
classic encounter last Sunday
showed when Australia success-
fully chased 272 for victory,
winning with two balls to spare.

Australia will be greatl
buoyed by that win, their fi
in succession following quali-
fying round defeats to New
Zealand and Pakistan which
threatened their progress into
the second round. '

But two crucial factors could
have a bearing on the outcome
at Edgbaston.

Firstly, they did not need to
win on Sunday, having already
qualified for the semifinals,
and ultimately could not match
Australia's backs to the wall
desperation.

Second, they should have
Jacques Kallis back in their
line-up.

The absence of the talented .

all-rounder hurt South Africa
badly at Headingley. His re-
placement, left arm spinner
Nicky Boje, gave away one run
in his first over and then was
savaged for 28 off his next two.

Hansie Cronje was forced to
bowl seven overs and went for
20 runs.

That came after Lance
Klusener and Allan Donald had
conceded just 16 in eight overs
to pile the pressure on Steve
Waugh and Ricky Ponting.

"We knew we had to get after
the fifth bowler," said Waugh
who ended unbeaten on 120. .

Cronje agreed. "Once they'd
started hitting Nicky and T it
was difficult for the others to
come back," he said.

crease on Thursday. Against
any other bowler, Cullinan is a
lreat to watch when in full llow,
especially driving through the
COVEr Tegion.

Points: 7
Hansie Cronje (capt)

Right-hand batsman, right-
arm medium-pace bowler. Aged
29. Rated by South African
cricket boss Ali Bacher as the
besl captain in contemporary
cricket, Normally a punishing
middle-order batsman and
change bowler. He has had a
wretched tournament with the
bat, averaging 14, but a pugna-
cious 39 off 22 balls — which
included two successive sixes —
and two wickets with his slip-
pery medium-pace against New
Zealand showed what he can do.
His inspiring leadership has
been’ more impressive.

Points; 7

Jonty Rhodes

Right-hand batsman. Aged
29, The world's best fielder — he
is estimated to save around 30
runs an innings — and a handy
batsman in the slog overs,
where he keeps the scoreboard
moving with cheeky singles in-
terspersed with lofted pulls to
leg. A far better player since
overhauling his technique and
learning to play straighter. His
best so far has been 39 not out,
but a strike-rate of 92.91 under-
lines his value.

Points : 7
Lance Klusener

Left-hand batsman, right-
arm fast bowler. Aged 27. Only
been dismissed twice while hii-
ting 250 runs, is a massive hit-
ter. He broke Javed Miandad's

‘record of 369 one-day runs

without being dismissed in one-
dayers here, getting to 400 be-
fore he finally lost his wicket.
He also has 17 wickets, the sec-
ond highest behind Geoff Allott
of New Zealand (20). A hugely
powerful man, he has bailed out
the side's brittle top order to
such an extent that he has
managed to claim four man-of-
the-match awards.

Points: 9.5
Shaun Pollock

Right-hand batsman, righit-
armn fast bowler. Aged 25. Ac-
complished all-rounder but

“who has not played to his abili-

ties, with 87 runs — 52 of them
in a losing cause against Zim-
babwe — and four wickets so far.
But his economy rate of 3.30
shows that he has bowled well
without luck.

Points: 7

Mark Boucher

Wicketkeeper, right-hand
batsman. Aged 22. Another one
who has not come off with the
bat, despite recording bi I scores
as a number-three pinch-hitter
in the warm-up matches. Has
since been dropped down the
order where lie lias managed 74
runs at an average of 18.50. His
remains
safe, although he has nct had to
stand up since the side has no
spinner. He has taken seven
catches.

Points: 7
Steve Elworthy

Right-arm swing bowler.
Aged 34. A quiet bowler with a
low-profile image. has been
chipping in with top-order
wickets in almost every game.
He has 10 wickets in seven
games and an economy rate of
3.20. Began the tournament as
an also-ran but is now an au-
tomatic choice. May yet get a
chance to play the bi%ﬂst one-

ter being

dropped by Lancashire for a
domestic final three years ago,

Points: 7
Allan Donald

Right-arm [ast bowler. Aged
32. Nicknamed “White Light-
ing". Twelve wickets in eight
matches at an economy rate of
4.06 would be considered satis-
factory for most bowlers. but
Donald, who has played for sev-
eral seasons with top English
county Warwickshire, may not

have lived up to his high stan-

dards.
Points: 8

" Team total : 83

"When you lose Jacques you

lose two cricketers, He is a very
good player.”

Kaﬁis batted and bowled, al-
beit gingerly, in the nets on
Tuesday and

coach Bob

Woolmer said he hoped he

*would be fully recovered from

his abdominal problem,

He's very important to us
and he'll probably play even if
he's not 100 per cent,” Said
Woolmer,

Australia are also likely to
make one change, recalling
bruised finger victim Darren
Lehmann for Damien Martyn.

But their biggest weapon
could be a J)sychnlugica] one.

Both sides have tried to play
down the relevance of last Sun-
day's match but the steely de-
termination shown by Waugh
reminded the South Africans
they do not have a monopoly on
the highly professional ap-
proach. '

“They are the two best sides
in cricket today and I think it
will be another great match,”
said Woolmer who retires as
coach after the tournament.

‘It would have been nice to
ltave put them on the plane
home on Sunday but that's his-
tory and the lads are very keen
to redress the balance.

‘Both teams have high skill
levels, are strong mentally and
physically very fit. The ci'iffer—
e€nce on Sunday was Steve
Waugh who was magnificent,"

Bruished
Brijesh

MUMBAI, June 16: The
manager of India’s World Cup
team Brijesh Patel has blamed
poor bowling and fielding along
with inconsistent performances
for their failure to reach the
semilinals stage, reports PTI.

After arriving here in the
wee hours today along with six
players, Patel told reporters
that the Indians will have to
work hard on their bowling and
fielding to compete successfully
with the top teams in future.

"The boys did pretty well in
the English conditions and
fought aﬁainst all odds against
Sri Lanka, England (in the
league} and Pakistan (in Super
Six stage). but were inconsis-
tent,” Patel said.

Warne wary

From page 16

the law of averages - we've
beaten them so many times in
big matches, it must be their
turn.”

During the tri-nation series
in Australia last year, South
Africa won six games in a row
before losing both finals to the
hosts.

Warne was reminded of the
semi-final three years ago in
India when Australia fought
back from the brink to defeat
the West Indies by five runs.

'l reckon there is something
in our, blood that gives us that
hunger and desire to come
through as winners," he said.

Goodbye on
Wasim's mind

From page 13

He also feels he is riow at the
peak of his captaincy powers.

1 don't believe people are
born leaders. You grow into the
job and learn about it."

Wasim is relishing his spell
as skipper-and believes his style
1S he}pinﬁ to relax the players
and get the best out of them in
this World Cup.

He said : "This is my third or
fourth time as captain. This
time the players wanted me and
asked the Pakistan Board to
appoint me. | refused at first
and it's a long story that T am
not going to start to go into now!

‘But the boys know | am a re-
laxed captain who can get the
best out of them, They respond
to me and we help each other on
and off the field instead of being
sick of the sight of each other.

'l have learnt a lot about
captlaincy. When I was captain
in 1993 1 didn't know what it
was all about.

‘It is something you work at
and work out. I have made mil-

lions of mistakes but I have
learnt.™

Looking at Lord’s

From page 13 :
markable late developers. He
was drafted into South Africa's

one-day side last year and then |

called up as a late replacement
for the tour of England. ;

Elworthy showed that he
had not neglected his batting
entirely with a Test debut 48 on
that tour, and helped South
Africa clinch this year's series
against New Zealand with eight
wickets in his second Test ap-
pearance,

But it is in this World Cup
that the seamer has come into
his own, conceding just over
three runs an over “with his
nagging line and picking up 10
wickets. |

His performance in the Su-

.per Six thriller against Aus-

tralia on Sunday was typical,
removing opener Adam
Gilchrist and number four
Damien Martyn in his 10 overs.

.¥ou can, because it's easy

“certain

From page 13
coming the only side to win a
series against them since
Cronje had become captain in
1994,

Cronje, five years younger
than his rival, has the addi-
tional problem of struggling to
find his own form with the bat
at number five.

If he is as tough as teak, then
Waugh is cast in steel.

And if the match turns into a
tale of two captains,  then
Waugh, with 342 runs at an av-
erage of 85.50 compared to his

‘counterpart's disastrous 98 at

14, is well ahead.

His back-to-the-wall century
at Headingley, according to
coach Geoft Marsh was "a freak
innings. But it's an innings you
know Stephen can play. Innings
like that come from within.”

Marsh said he saw the in-
nings coming. "You could tell in
his eyes at lunch. I sat and had
lun:g with him and he was just
so focussed.”

Waugh, asked about his
bloody-minded refusal to accept
defeat, said: "You've got to
muster up enough courage E:s
o
walk away and say it's too tough
and leave it to someone else.”

South Africa will have to
meet that determination head-
on if they are to win at Edgbas-
ton.

At least all-rounder Jacques
Kallis will be back, after miss-
ing the first encounter with a
stomach muscle injury. South
Africa badly missed his bowl-
ing. He will replace left-arm
spinner Nicky Boje.

Australia, meanwhile, seem
to recall Darren
Lehmann, who missed the first

ame with a split finger.
amien Martyn is likely to
make way, :

The bowling attacks look
well matched, with Allan Don-
ald, Kallis and Pollock on the
one hand, and the resurgent
Glenn McGrath, Damien Flem-
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ing and Paul Reiffel on the
other.

Australia, however, have the
more variety, with leg spinner
Shane Warne to call on.

The batting line-ups also
look balanced, with all-
rounders Lance Klusener and
Tom Moody offering the battin
fireworks near the bottom o
each order.

SQUADS
AUSTRALIA (probable):

Australia won the last three-
Africa 1-0, but Hansie Cronje's team ended the thir

| Fiercest foes face to face

aAdam Gilchrist, Mark Waugh,
Ricky Pointing, Steve Waugh
(capt), Darren Lehmann.
Michael Bevan, Tom Moody,
Shane Warne, Paul Reiffel,
Damien Fleming, Glenn Me-
Grath.

SOUTH AFRICA (probable):
Gary Kirsten, Herschelle Gibbs,
Jacques Kallis, Daryll Culli-
nan, Hansie Cronje (capt),

Jonty Rhodes, Shaun Pollock,
Lance Klusener, Mark Boucher, -
Steve Elworthy, Allan Donald. -

match Test series against South

cheated after Mark Waugh was
stumps. His unbeaten century he ped Australia avoid defeat and

win the series.

Test feeling
ven not out after hitting his

South Africa have had the upper hand in recent one-dayers.

They won six games in a row u
next two as Australia stole a
met in an unofficial encounter

to January 1998, but then lost the
ome tri-nations tournament. They
at the Commonwealth Games, when

an under-strength South Africa beat Steve Waugh's full-strength
team in the final. Pollock took four for 14 that day, with Steve

hitting 90 not out.
€ Australian captain

side in the tournament,

produced a magical 120 not out last
Sunday to beat South Africa with two balls to spare and keep

his

at the same time setting up this rematch.

1999 WORLD CUP RESULTS TO DATE

Australia: Beat Scotland

runs, bt South Africa by 5 ;
South Africa: Beat India bg
Kenya by 7 wkts, bt En d
runs. Super Six: Beat
runs, lost to Australia

PRE

5 wkts.

key role with three
tired, made 81 not out.

by 6 wkts, lost to Pakistan by 10 runs,

by 7 wkts, bt West In-

4 wkts, bt Sri Lanka by 89 runs, bt
y 122 runs, lost to Zimbabwe by 48
akistan by 3 wkts, bt New Zealand by 74

OUS WORLD CUPS
The sides had played just once, in
Africans won by nine wickets in Sydney.
wickets for 34 before

1992, when the South
Allan Donald played a
Keppler Wessels, now re-

VENUE

. Edgbaston, Home of cnunlg
Test centre. The ground where

side Warwickélﬂre and a i'l:
rian Lara made 501

gular
not out against

Durham in 1994, the highest individual score in first-class cricket.

The venue where hosts England were knocked out

Capacity: 17,000 (AFP).

of the World Cup.

Shane

EDGBASTON, June 16: Aus-
tralian leg spinner-turned-
soothsayer Shane Warne pre-
dicted tf\;at South African Her-
schelle Gibbs could drop a catch
through showmanship during
the teams’ World Cup clash, Ge-
off Marsh revealed here on
Tuesday.

Gibbs caught Steve Wauﬁh
half-way through his match-
winning innings of 120 against
south Africa at Headingley on
sunday but then let the ball slip
to the tloor as he prematurely
celebrated,

Marsh told the Australian
Associated Press: "We don't of-
ten talk about what happens in
team meetings, but Shane actu-
ally said if Herschelle takes a

catch, stand-your ground, be-

cause he doesri't haold them."

Warne's j enit
parently baséd 'ri"ﬂ‘eér'r% |
regarded as one of the bestdficld-
ers in the world, instanta-
neously fling the ball back over
his shoulder in celebration af-
ter taking a catch against the
West Indies.

‘'We laughed at him (Warne)

ap-

bbs.1

he seer

in the team meetihg, then he
came out on the balcony and
laughed at us. It was unbeliev-
able -- only Warnie could do
that," Marsh said.

Gibbs' blunder -- the umpires
ruled he did not have full con-
trol of the ball before droppin
it -- cost South Africa the matc
and saved Australia from being

knocked out of the tournament. '

Steve Waugh paid tribute to
Warne's observation. "It was
pretty prophetic,” he said. "

"Everyone looked at Shane
and said: "What are you talkin%
about? It was a great’ piece o
observation. '

‘I must admit I'd forgotten
about it until after the match."

He added: "I think you've got
to hold the catch a bit longer
than- some blokes are doing.
(England's) Adam Hollioake is
one in-particilar-who just takes
it and throws it straight away.

"It doesn't hurt to hold it a
bit longer. I think most blokes
will do that from here on in.”

South Africa and Australia
clash again in the semifinals
here on Thursday.

LEEDS, England, June 16
(Reuters/ Internet); Herschelle
Gibbs's World Cup century on
Sunday finally silenced the
doubters and established him
as arn integral part of South
Alrica’s batting line-up.

His classy 101 against Aus-
tralia, following his 91 against
New Zealand in their previous
match, has lifted him to South
Africa's leading run scorer in
the tournament.

[t was the perfect riposte to
those who said the mixed-race
opener was in the side only
through racial favouritism and
his innings brought warm
praise from his skipper Hansie
Cronje.

"H]E played really sensibly,”
said Cronje. "He worked hard
against New Zealand and got
his just reward against the
Australians.”

Educated at one of Cape
Town's top schools -- a lar ely
white establishment -- Gibbs
makes no claim to be a stan-
dard-bearer for a new genera-
tion of black South African
cricketers.,

But after being in and out of

the test side he came under s
cial scrutiny last September
when drafted back in just as the
South African Cricket Board
announced its new ruling that
all dpruvincial sides must in-
clude non-white players.

The Cape Town-born 25-year
old proceeded to silence critics
with a prolific series of perfor-
Imarices as opener against New
Zealand, including a memo-
rable double century.

With over 300 World Cup
[uns now to his name, Gibbs.
the only non-white player in
the South African squad, has
left no one in any doubt as to
theﬂm]frilthuf his inclusion.

ritliant junior rugby fly-
half, and at ilE the yu%r{ ﬂgt
Player to represent Western
Province on the cricket field,
many thought he had the natiy.

ral talent to become
Springhok a dnuhle_

A ligament injury ended his
test rugby aspirations five years
ago and Gibbs focused on his
cricket, becoming an elegant

Century for critics

¥

but destructive player with all I

thewt_:lassica] shots.

o

It’s all because
of bad timing

LONDON, June 16 (Interriet
report): Bob Woolmer believes
he has become too deeply in-
volved in South African cricket
to suddenly switch to the Eng-
land camp.

Woolmer, at one time the
favourite to succeed David
Lloyd as England coach, today
withdrew his name from a
shortlist including Duncan
Fletcher, Dav Whatmore and
Jack Birkenshaw.

The job, in any case, simplﬁr
came at the wrong time wit
applicants being interviewed
durln% South Africa's prepara-
tions for Thursday's World Cup
semi-final against Australia at
Edgbaston.

Woolmer said he would

‘make an announcement on his

future after the tournament,
which 8. IMs13st engagement as

Sﬁuﬁtﬁ%m ﬁ'ﬂf]}mmﬂﬁhnu

have been intrinsically "in-
volved in South African cricket
for five years to suddenly swap
countries, and I hope
derstand that,” said Woolmer,

"I've been involved in South
Africa for a long time, all the
way back to 1970-71. ['ve
coached a lot of cricketers there
and | coached some of the pre-
sent South African side when
they were 15 or 16.

"l think it will be hard for
me to come out of that situation
straight into the English
cricket game when I haven't
been here for five vears.

'l don't know what the sce-
nario is, I can only see from the
outside, or what I read in the
newspapers.” ;

Woolmer took the South
African post after guiding War-
wickshire to the Treble, and
there has been some specula-

‘tion that he could return to the

Midland ‘county.

He added: "I thought about
the England job long and hard
and I decided thal instead of
beating about the bush and
kﬂﬂpiﬂ% them waiting, it was
better for all of us, including
myself, the South African team
and English cricket, that I
pulled out of the running.

"l do need a break, and I'm
going to take it. I've decided ex-
actly where my future lies, but
for the moment I'm concentrat-
ing on the World Cup."

south Africa lost Sunday's
thriller against Australia at
Headingley by five wickets, so
Woeolmer is glad to be back in
familiar surroundings at Edg-
baston - "a happy hunting
ground” - for the re-match.
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