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Former "Spice Girls" Geri Haliwell signs autographs to
Filipino patients during her visit at the Marie Stopes clinic
for reproductive health care for women in suburban
Caloocan city yesterday, Haliwell is in Manila to inspect
grassroots women's health programs funded by UNFPA as
part of her first official fact-finding tour since her
appointment as a United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

Goodwill Ambassador.
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Mine kills two children in E Timor: a«

least two children were killed in a suspected landmine blast in
East Timor on Monday. witnesses and a hospital nurse said,

AFP reports from Dili.

F

Residents in Becora, in eastern Dili, the troubled territory's
capital, said three children were killed by a landmine while

laying in the hills there, but only two b

ies had been found.

he body of one child, nine-year-old Jose Manuel Soares

Borges, was taken to his family home nearby to pre

e for his

funeral. an AFP photographer said. Another boy. whose iden-
tity was not given. was brought in a coma to Metael church but
died shortly afterwards, a nurse at the hospital said. Residents
in Becora said the area where the boys were playing was used as
a base by pro-Indonesia militias during attacks on the pro-in-
dependence movement last month.

SLA frees 4 Lebanese Prisoners: i

rael’s proxy defence force: the South Lebanon -Army (SLA). an-
nounced today that it had released four inmates from Khiam
prison in Israecl's scll-declared "security zone in" south

Pakistan accuses India of firing chemical weapons

Che Dily Sfar 5

Peace talks only after

Artillery duels continue in Kashmir | Pakistan pulls back,

SRINAGAR, India, June 14:

. India and Pakistan exchanged

heavy fire on their disputed
Kashmir border on Monday, a
day after India warned it was
ready for war if necessary fol-
lowing failed peace talks, re-
ports AFP.

Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee, in Srinagar, claimed
"substantial" Indian gains and
said the Pakistani shelling will

‘not "deter” New Delhi's efforts

to evict Islamic guerillas occu-
pying strategic Indian heights
in divided Kashmir.

"Those who have come to
Kargil clandestinely clearl
show that they have violated
bilateral agreements and we
will not rest in peace till they
are driven out.”! he told Indian
air force personnel Lere.

The prime minister later
left for the Indian military base

of Udhampur.

A military source reported
"heavy cross-border firing" in
the. mountains of the northern
Gurez region and in others parts
of Indian-controlled Kashmir.

The source also said "ar-
tillery battles” between Indian
troops and the guerillas were
raging in the main conflict
zones of Drass. Batalik and
Kargil,

The air force launched fresh
air strikes Monday, pounding
supply stores and bunkers in
Drass despite foul weather,
sources in New Delhi said.

“The air missions started
despite cloudy conditions,” an
air force spokesman said, and
added that Mi-17 helicopter
FunShiPE were being used "se-
ectively.”

India pulled out its Mi-17s

from Kargil after one of the

unships was downed by a

tinger missile on May 27.

. The Russian-made heli-
copters, each armed with 150
rockets, were re-deployed re-
cently after they were fitted
with flares that distract heat-
seeking missiles, the sources
said.

India says the ground-air at-
tacks are directed on the militi-
amen and Pakistani army regu-
lars who crossed a line of con-
trol into Indian Kashmir in
March and occupied key heights
in the disputed territory.

On Sunday, Pakistan ac-
cused India of firing chemical
weapons into its territory,

However, a Pakistani military

spokesman and military

sources did not give details of
the weapons or of any casual-

ties. :

India has rejected the alle-
gation as "malicious propa-
gﬁlldﬂ".

Neither India nor Pakistan
are known to possess chemical
weaﬁuns. or to have used them
in the past. and both countries
are signatories to international
treaties banning their use.

On Monday. the Indian me-
dia reported an exodus from
several border villages in the

northern state of Punjab. which |
adjoins Kashmir, because of

war fears.
The Indian Express said
there was "panic migration” in

some villages in Punjab’'s Attari
district, near the main Indo-
Pakistani road border post of

Wagh. -

Migration had also been re-
ported Sunda
region in southern Kashmir,

Serb hardliners quit

Peacekeepers pour into Kosovo

PRISTINA. Yugoslavia, June
14: NATO troops poured into
Kosovo on Monday on the eve of
a deadline for the Serb pullout
from the province, while in Bel-

ade, Yugoslav President Slo-

odan Milosevic faced a politi-
cal crisis triggered IRvF%utraged
hardliners, reports ;

The Serbian Radical Party
[SRS) of ultra-nationalist Vo-
jislav Seselj announced its 15
ministers had quit the Serbian
government in protest at the
withdrawal and the deployment
of the NATO-led peacekeeping
force, KFOR, in Kosovo,

Some 1,200 US marines
crossed into Kosovo from
Macedonia at dawn Monday

and a first contingent of Italian.

troops arrived in the western

. town of Pec, swelling the thou-

sands of KFOR troops fanning
out across Kosovo.
A stand-off continued, how-

ever, between Russian and -

NATO troops al the airport in
the Kosovo capital Pristina.
Russia caught NATO coun-
tries off-guard by racing ahead
to deploy in Pristina, u
sition at the airport, whic
ad been sketched as KFOR's
headquarters.
That move forced the al-

liance to set up an advance
headquarters south of the city
on Monday.

British NATO forces, mean-
while, were investigating re-
ports of a mass grave, believed
to contain the bodies of mur-
dered ethnic Albanians south of
Pristina.

The peacekeepers face a
tense and confused situation
with thousands of ethnic Alba-
nians giving them a hero's wel-
come as liberators while much
of Kosovo's Serb population
remained hostile and afraid of
reprisals from people forced
from their homes "ethnic
cleansing.”

Adding to the tension are
Yugoslav army and Serbian po-
lice units, who are scheduled to
withdraw completely from
Kosovo on_Tuesday, and the
presence of the Kosovo Libera-
tion Army (KLA), the ethnic Al-
banian guerrilla organisation
which has been fiéehting for in-
dependence from Serbia.

Five Serbian troops were re-
ported killed in clashes with
the KLA or NATO forces. while
three German jeurnalists were
shot dead by unidentified gun-
men. '

British Lieutenant Colonel

Nick Clissitt said Sunday two
Yugoslav soldiers and one Serb
policeman were killed in
clashes with the KLA, while
Serb sources put the toll at two
policemen and two Yugoslav
soldiers:

British paratroopers also
shot dead a Yugoslav reserve
liceman, believed to be a Serb.
after they were fired upon Sun-
day. The Serb Information Cen-
ter in Pristina said the dead
man was a civilian.

Three German journalists
were also reported killed in
southern Kosovo, apparently
while investigating reports of a
mass grave in the region.

The body of an unidentified

man was found Monday eight
kilometers [five miles} [rom
Suva Reka, the German foreign
ministry said. A press card was
found with thc body but the
name was illegible. ,
Two journalists were shot
dead on Sunday bly_'l
unmen near the town of
timlje, on the same road as
Suva Reka. about 40 kilometres
(25 miles) southwest
Pristina.
German troops are in charge
of the seusitive Soaitheni wevior
of Kosovo which streiches from

unidentified

of

thehhnrder to Prizren, al town
with a pre-conflict populatior
of more than lﬂﬂ,()O(;:u

Troops shot dead a Serb
sniper and seriously injured
another in a shoot-out in the

town centre Sunday. A German:

soldier was hit in the armm and
two ethnic Albanians were also
injured when the Serbs fired on
a crowd. :
NATO leaders. meanwhile,
appeared resigned to giving
Russia an area of responsibility
in Kosovo, in a deal similar to
that which operates in neigh-
bouring Bosnia-Herzegovina,

alliance diplomats said in.

Brussels.

They said the North At-
lantic Treaty Organisation had
agreed to let its generals resolve
the immediate problems posed

by Russia's unexpected presence

in Kosovo, and its politiclans

define Moscow's eventual role

in the province.

NATO diplomats said Russia
was likely to be given either a
separate area or one straddling
the sectors already allotted to
Britain, France, Germany, Italy
and the United States. A Rus-
sian general would also have a
post in the headquarters of the
KFOR commander,

in the Jammu

says V

. NEW DELHIL June 14 Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bhari Vaj-

payee on Monday said N
Delhi was read Y i

with Islainaba
Pakistan withdrew its troops
from Indian territory in Kash-
mir, reports AFP,

"For the last 22 years there
was peace on this border. You
have committed this aggres-
sion. You withdraw your troops
and then we are prepared for
g}ﬁsng E;jpayee was quoted as
dia in the Kashmir town of Ud-
hampur.

Vajpayee said his Pakistan
cnunterﬁart Nawaz Sharif had
called him in the Kashmir
summer capital Srinagar on
Sunday and repeatedly asked

for peace talks
but only after

the Press Trust of In-

ajpayee

! for steps to de-escalate the

fighting in divided Kashmir
raging since May 9. _

'l asked him who started all
this ?" Vajpayee said.

“If they don't understand the
language of peace, we will give
them a belitting reply." he told
air force stalf earlier Monday
duﬂ%g an address in Srinagar.

- Vajpayee went to Kashmir
on Sunday in a morale-boost-

- Ing exercise. He had to cut short

his visit .due to Pakistani
shelling in Kargil but told
troops that while India wanted
ﬁeace, it was also ready for bat-
€ -
The prime minister dis-
missed the Pakistani shelling

during his visit to Kargil
immaterial. e

Megaw atl’s party confident
of getting most votes

JAKARTA, June 14: The op-
position Indonesian Democrac
FartrStruggle {(PDIP) o
Megawati Sukarnoputri ex-
pressed confidence Monday
that it will clinch most votes
from Indonesia's landmark
election, reports AFP.

i 'Iihn "PDIP will come out as
e largest party,” party depu
chairman “ﬁkyﬂign (?“:i to dtg

seminar here.

The party leads in the vote
count but has urged members
not to celebrate prematurely.

By midday Monday, the
PDIP had around 37.9 per cent
of the 37 million votes counted,
about a third of the total.

Kwik said the PDIP had pre-
pared a general guideline for
policies to be Fl‘ﬂanEd to the
next president for the upcoming
five-year term.

He said the guidelines had
been compiled involving "many
competent sources from outside
PDIP.”

The proposals were to be dis-
cussed during the seminar later
Monday.

The PDIP was one of the 48
Fulltica] parties that contested

ndonesia's first parliamer:iary
elections since the resignation
of former president Suharto
last year.

Suharto’s old ruling Golkar

party is trailing in third place
in the official count with some
16.5 percent of the vote. It's
chairman, Akbar Tanjung, on
Saturday conceded that it had
lost top spot to the PDIP, and
_was seeking coalition partners.

Meanwhile, some 100 sup-
porters: of a small political
party contesting last week's In-
donesian elections Monday
held a protest to demand a re-
peat of the polls, saying the re-
sults were rigged.

"We urge students, reformist
parties to reject the election re-
sults and demand a new elec-
tion," they said in a statement.

The protestors from the Peo-
ple's Democratic Party (PRD)
also urged "disqualification” of
the ruling Golkar Party and the
People's Sovereignty Party
(PDR]), linked to Cooperative
Minister Adi Sasono. for al-
legedly using funds earmarked
for the poor to attract voters.

bec"DisqualH}r Golkar and PDR
ause t have misused t
social safefy net lmnds.“ the

statement said.

The Urban Poor Consortium,
a non-governmental or-
ganisation, last month claimed
1t had proof that the two _
had used funds from the social
safety net programme in their
campaigns.

Lebanon, AFP reports from Jerusalem.

No further details on the identities of those released were
immediately available. The releases came amid an atmosphere
of uncertainty over the future of the SLA since lsraeli Prime
Minister-elect Ehud Barak has committed himself to pulling all
Israeli soldiers out of the security zone within one year of tak-

J akarta S‘uspends S—
attorney general

il | | DPRK patrol ships cross
8 | again into ROK waters

ing office.

Fijian parliament takes office: riis

new 103-member parliament took office Monday under a cloud
of controversy over procedure likely to be referred to the coun-
try's High Court, AFP reports from Suva.

The dispute centres on the nomination of eight members to

the u
Kubua
members picked by the
prime minister and eight
comes from the islan

per house. the Senate, by o
la. The Senate is a nominat

t council of chiefs, nine by

the leader of the op

by ¢

osition |eader Inoke
:I;odl.r with 14 of its 32
the
position, ‘One

of Rotuma. Prime Minister Mahendra

Chaudhry and Kubuabola have clashed over interpretation of a

new constitution requiring the op

sition's eight nominees to

reflect the proportionate size of each party in the lower house.

Floods kill three in N;:Pal: —

fall at the onset of this year's monsoon h

killéd three people

and damaged property across Nepal, state radio said Monday,

AFP reports from Kathmandu.

Two brothers were drowned in the Khungai canal in Rupan-

dehi district, 390 kilometres south-west o

Kathmandu, after

two days of continuous rain, the radio said. It described how one
brother had fallen into the [looded canal and a second had been
swept away trying to save him. Twenty-eight houses were also

said to have been destroyed by
old boy was swept away by a flood

. Elsewhere, a five-year-
canal near the Butwal

Highway, 260 kilometres west of Kathmandu, according to the

report.

M

yanmar rebels claim

territory in battle

MAE SOT. Thailand. June

14: Myanmar rebels today

clai they had taken control

of territory around the former

stronghold of drug czar Khun Sa

_ close to the Thai border, reports
AFP.

The leader of the Shan State
Army's (SSA) southern region
said the rebels took territory in
fierce fighting with junta troops
around the town of Homong just
inside Myanmar.

“The rebels are now in total
control. around Homong.,"
Colonel Yawd Suk told AFP at a
secret location on the border.

The rebels suffered several
casualties, while 12 Myanmar
troops were killed during the
fighting since mid-May, he
said.

No independent confirma-
tion of his claims was immedi-
ately available, but Thai intel-
ligence sources have reported
heavy fighting between rebels

and junta troops in recent
weeks.,

Yawd Suk said there had
three major attacks since
some 1,500 rebel troops sur-
rounded Homong, occupied by
2,000 Myanmar soldiers,

He said the SSA was helped
by. 30Q fighters from the
Karenni National Progressive
Party.

Myanmar troops are suffer-
ing from shortages of food and
arms since the rebels cut two
major supply routes to Homong,
he added.

The SSA is fighting for inde-
pendence from the Yangon gov-
ernment.

The fierce fighting earlier
this month prompted Myanmar
authorities to impose a night-
time curfew in border districts
and to close all frontier check-
points with Thailand. .

The SSA has around 5,000
men under arms and joined
renegade factions of Khun Sa's
Mong Tai Army which fought a
20-year struggle against Yangon

- before 1996, when Khun Sa sur-

rendered.

JAKARTA, June 14: The In-
donesian government said
Monday it will temporaril
suspend attorney general Andi
Ghalib pending a legal decision
over allegations he took bribes,
ministers said, reports AFP.

"Tomorrow eﬁ?uesday]. a
presidential decree on the tem-
orary suspension of Andi
halib as attorney general will
be issued,” Justice ster Mu-
ladi said, referring to President
B.J.Habibie.

Coordinating Minister for
Development and Supervision
Hartarto Sastrosunarto added
the suspension will remain in
effect "until the matter is
cleared under the law."

Ghalib has been accused by
an independent anti-graft group
of taking bribes from .busi-
nessmen . and of clmsscsaing
bank accounts and time de-
posits totalling 13 billion ru-

piah (1.6 million dollars.)

Belgian PM resigns
after poll defeat

BRUSSELS, June 14: Bel
Prime Minister Jean-Luc
Dehaene resigned on Monday
after his Christian Democratic
Party (CVP) was defeated in leg-
islative elections on Sunday,
reports AFP.

King Albert II accepted the
resignation.

The king is set to begin con-
sultations with the speakers of
parliament and:'the senate to
appoint someone to form a new
government, probably from the
right-wing Liberal party which
emerged as the biggest forma-
tion in Sunday's vote.

On Sunday voters deserted
the ﬁuveming parties in droves
in the wake of the country's
dioxin food contamination
scandal, ousting the centre-left
coalition that has ruled for the
past ten years. -

Ecologists and the Liberals,
which are on the right of the
Belgian political spectrum,
were the main beneficiaries of
the swing against the govern-

ment, registering big %&ina in
both Wallonia. the ench-

:{K:a.klng south of Belgium. and
anclers, the Dutch-speaking
north.

___________

_____
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Albanian man holds his arms out while being searc

soldiers have taken control of the border point.
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: 1oal ed by US soldiers of the 82nd
Airborne Division at the Blace border crossing with Kosovo on Sunday, where US KFOR

— AFP photo

deployment of F-16 fighters

The air force is reexamining
its training programme, but has
made no decision on delaying
the deployment of more F-16s,
an air foree spokesman said,

TAIPEI. June 14: Taiwan's
Air Force may.slow the de-
Flnymenl of new F-16 fighters
ollowing three deadly crashes,
a newspaper reported Monday,
reports AP.

The slowdown could delay
inauguration of a final three

uadrons of the jets, 150 of
which were purchased from the
United States in 1992 and de-
livered over the past two years,
the China Times said.

The crashes, which have
killed five pilots, shook confi-
dence in the air force's upgrad-
ing programme and raised
speculation that intense train-
ing to master new types of air-
planes was overburdening the

- service.

To modernize its air de-
fenses against hostile rival
China, Taiwan has mothballed
aging American fighters over
the past few years and replaced
them with cutting-edge US and
French technology.

speaking with
anonymity.

Three squadrons of F-16s
are already based at Chiayi in
central Taiwan, and another
squadron is located at Hualien
on the east coast, the China
Times reported.

The paper quoted Defense
Minister Tang Fei saying the
US Air Force is expected to dis-
patch an investigation team to
Taiwan to seek the cause of the
latest crash. .

Searchers have so far found
no sign of a pilot and plane that
vanished off Taiwan's east
coast on May 31.

In addition to the crashes,
the F-16s have also been hob-
bled by spare parts delays and a
service-wide pilot ‘'shortage, the

customary

newspaper reported. quoting an

unidentified high-ranking air
force official.

Twelve F-16s are now
grounded awaiting parts, and
the air force is still about 350
pilots short of its optimum
sire of 1700, the paper re-
portied.

Problems with the F-16s
contrast to the relatively
smooth introduction of the 60
Mirage 2000-5 fighters from
France, none of which have re-
ported serious problems.

Eager to break into the
Asian market, French suppliers
have provided highly attentive
service, even hand carrying
tiny parts all the way from
France when Taiwan's supplies
ran out at short notice, the
newspaper said.

Taiwan has also mustered
into service 130 home-devel-
oped IDF fighters as part of its
air force overhaul. |

Scientists closer to creating
cloned human embryos

WASHINGTON, June 14: US
scientists have stepped up ef-
forts to create the first clBned
human embryos, with the aim
of developing new treatments to
fight disease, the Washington
Post reported Monday. reports
AFP.

Two teams of privately-
funded American researchers
have begun experiments that
could lead to the harvesting of
human embryos. the daily re-
portied. )

Geron Corp. of Menla Park,
California is attempting to cre-
ate the first batches of human
embryos. while Advanced Cell
Therapeutics of Worcester,
Massachusetts. reportedly is at-
tempting to clone embryos that
would be part-cow, part-human.

Bolh companies hope to
grow embryonic stemn cells for
medical research. Researth into

the field has stepped up since
scientists discovered last year
that human embryonic and
foetal stem cells can be har-
vested to treat a variety of
chronic ailments.

Scientists believe stem cells
ultimately could be used to grow
replacements for cells damaged
by Parkinson's disease for ex-
ample. or to build new heart
muscles for victims of heart at-
tacks.

Bul the groundbreaking re-
search raises a host of ethical
dquestions. and has been
roundly condemned by bio-
ethicists and religious leaders
from several denominations.

There is currently a ban on
federal funding for research us-
ing human embryos, but the
practice is legal in the private
sector, the Post reported.

)

SEOUL, June 14:; A tense cat-
and-mouse stand off between
the rival Koreas in the Yellow
Sea entered its eighth day today
as North Korean patrol -ships
crossed again into South Ko-
rean waters, a defence ministry
spokesman said, reports
Reuters,

“All seven ships had re-
treated to northern waters on
Sunday but two crossed the bor-
der again at around 6:00 am
(2100 GMT) on Monday. The two
have remained in our water
since then.” the spokesman
said.

Another defence ministry
official said the two North Ko-
rean vessels were about 3.5 km

(two miles] inside the Northern

Limit Line (NLL)., which forms
part of a buffer zone,
He said South Korea had de-

- ployed seven navy boats against

the North Korean ships.

North Korea agreed on Sun-
day to meet United Nations
Command officers to discuss
the confrontation.

An official at the UN Com-
mand said the meeting was ex-
pected to take place on Tuesday
at 10:00 am (0100 GMT) in the
border village of Panmunjom.
The exact time would be fixed
on Monday, he said.

The US-bad¢ked UN Com-
mand oversees the uneasy truce
between the Koreas which ended
three years of brutal war on the
peninsula but left the two sides
technically at war.

The standoff, which has
been largely peaceful, escalated
on Friday when South Korean
ships repeatedly rammed North
Korean vessels to drive them
back across the sea boundary.

Meanwhile. South. Korea's
opposition urged the military
today to take tough action
against repeated intrusions by
North Korean vessels into dis-
puted waters in the Yellow Sea.

The Grand National Party
(GNP) also accused President
Kim Dae-Jung of responding
luke-warmly to the week-long
standoff in the Yellow Sea in a
bid to protect his "sunshine pol-
icy."

The policy is aimed at
drawing the reclusive North
into dialogue through gradual
engagement. North Korea has
rejected it as a ploy to destroy
its socialist system.

"Our security is in a very
gavc situation,” GNP head Lee

oi-Chang said during a brief-
illlag1 by defence ministry offi-
cials.

Senior GNP officials argued
the navy's "lukewarm’” response
showed "serious defects” of
Kim's overzealous appeasement
policy.

But Vice Defence Minister
Park Yong-Ok said the navy
was trying hard "to prevent an
escalation of tensions” between
the two Koreas, still technicall
at war following their 1950-5
conflict.

Off the Record

L L] »
She is very different from Di
LONDON: Sophie Rhys-Jones, who marries Britain's Prince
Edward Saturday. said in a BBC interview she was ve

different from the late Princess Diana, although she acknowl-
edged a physical resemblance between them, reports AFP.

Her husband-to-be, meanwhile, said the couple would never
play on his resemblance, which he said had been hyped up by

the media because it brou
Rhys-Jones, 34, has as
s0 as to avoid an

further comparisons with Diana,

t in revenue,
not to be given the title of princess

ivorced

wife of Edward's elder brother Charles, who died in a car crash

in Paris in 1997.

The marriage of Rhys-Jones and Edward, 35, is to be held in
the chapel of Windsor Castle and not in the more prestigious

Westminster Abbeﬂ
television and watc

. 'But it will still be broadcast live on BBC
ed by 8,000 guests.

Centre-right ousts Socialists as Euro-Parliament’s big gest group

BRUSSELS, June 14: The
centre-right European People's
Party emerged Monday as the
biggest group in the new Euro-
pean Parliament after elections
which saw the Socialist group
hit hard by losses in Britain,
Germany and Greece, reports
AFP.

In Germany, Chancellor

" Gerhard Schroeder suffered a

crushing defeat, as the opposi-
tion conservatives trounced his
centre left coalition in its first

test since coming to power last
autumn,

In Britain, the EU map was
turned on its head as the ruling
Labour party, headed by Prime
Minister Tony Blair, lost half
its seats in the European as-
sembly and the o tion Con-
servatives doubled their share.

And in Greece, Socialist
Prime Minister Costas Simitis

conceded defeat to the opposi-
tion New Democracy party.

Socialists maintained their
position in France, Portugal
and Sweden, however.

Projections based on exit
polls suggested the European
People's Party (EPP), made up
largely of Christian Democrat
parties, could claimh as many as
215 of the assembly's 626 seats,
up from 201 in the previous par-
liament.

"Early results throughout
Europe indicate that a historic
shift in is taking place,”
the EPP saild in a statement.
"For the first time, the EPP is
set to up to 30 more seats
than the Socialists.”

The Socialists, previously
the dominant political force in
the assemb th 214 deputies,
were set to fall as low as 180.

The centrist Liberal
Democrats were on course o
strengthen their position as the

parliament's third force with
ains set to lift their number of
eputies from 42 to around 90,
Meanwhilei &I;Ijﬂ Grﬁensmwtre:a?
ised to gain eputies, ;
= Despite the change in the re-
spective position of the two
biggest groups, the results will
likely make little difference to
the way business is done in
Brussels and Strasbourg. Both
major formations will continue
to have to seek allies to rally
majorities.

Across the EU the vote,
which followed a campaign
overshadowed by the contlict in
Kosovo, was marked by a high
level of apathy with less than
half the electorate turning out
in most countries,

The biggest Socialist losses
came in Britain, where the in-
troduction of proportional rep-
resentation, a turnout of less

‘than 25-percent and a revival in

“the fortunes of the oppo

sition

Conservative Party were ex-

pected to cost the ruling Labour
around 30 seats.

BBC projections indicated

Labour would hold onto only 29

of its 62 seats, while the Con-
servatives would double theirs
f;om- 18 to 38.

“ It was a similar story in

Germany, where Schroeder, a
Social Democrat, conceded de-
feat to the opposition Christian
Democrat Union (CDU). :
"We have lost and the Chris-
tian Democrats have won, that
is clear,” he said, adding: "We
have understood the lesson the
voters wanted to us."”
Germany's television
ﬁ the CDU took 4&'?;1 cent
e vote, L cent
for the SP% 6.8 ftor the
Greens, the two government
parties. ‘
In Greece, exit poll: indi-

cated New Democracy would
oust PASOK as the country's
leading party in Strasbourg,
gamerln&between 35 and 37 Ber
cent of the vote, while PASOK
would win between 32.5 and
35.3 per cent.

In France, first estimates
showed Prime Minister Lionel
Jospin's Socialist party cred-
1tedpwith around 22.5 ent of
the vote, well ahea:lr:d a meagre
13.3 cent garm Presi-
dent Plearcquea Chirac's y for
the Republic Party (RPR), its
lowest score ever, in a frag-

~mented right wing.

In Italy, opposition parties

ﬁrouped under the om Al-
,llance and led by media mag-

nate Silvio Berlusconi's Forza.
Italia won around 39 per
cent of the vote, while left-wing
parties garnered around 35 per-
cent, according to estimates.

In Spain, Prime Mi:.ster

Jose Maria Aznar's Popular
Partv retained its position .
ahea{’: of the opposition Social-
ists, while Portugal's ruling So-
cialist Party reinforced its po-
sition, out-distancing the So-

cial Democratic Party.
Opposition Conservatives

also beat out the rul Social
Democrats in Finland, while
Sweden's Social Democrats lost
ground but remained the largest -

group.

In Austria, the conservative
People's Party was overtaken by
Chancellor Viktor Klima's So-
cial Democratic Party, but the
real loser appeared to be far-
right leader Joerg Haidar and
his Freedom -

Although the public clearly
remains to be convinced, the
Euro parliament's role in
EU decision-making has been
significantly enhanced this

year.



