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NEW DELHI. June 12
(Reuters): Dejected fans today
lashed out at cricket captain
Mohammad Azharuddin and
his team after Pakistan's crush-
ing defeat of Zimbabwe brought
down the curtain on India's
World Cup hopes, reports
Reuters.

“The team deserved this.
How could you deserve to be in
the semifinals when you can't
even beat a team like Zim-
babwe,” said Abhishek Kumar,

an avid cricket fan.
India would still have had

TOP RUN-GETTERS

Rahul Dravid (India) 432
Nail Johnson (Zimbabwe] 367
Saurav Ganguly (India) 350
Mark Waugh [Australia) 333
Jacques Kallis :

(South Africa) 259
-Saeed Anwar (Pakistan) 240
Inzamamul Haq (Pakistan] 239
Sachin Tendulkar (India}] - 237
Moin Khan [(Pakistan]) 236
Ricky Ponting (Australia} 224
Steve Waugh (Australia) 222
Gavin Hamilton [(Scotland) 217
Lance Klusener

(South Africa) 214

Roger Twose (New Zealand) 212

TOP WICKET TAKERS

Geolf Allott (New Zealand] 19
Lance Klusener [South Africa)l16
Saqlain Mushtaq (Pakistan) 16

Glenn McGrath (Australia) 14
Shoaib Akhtar [(Pakistan) 13
Azhar Mahmood (Pakistan) 13
Allan Donald [South Africa)l 12
Wasim Akram (Pakistan) 12.
Neil Johnson (Zimmbabwe]) 12
Darren Gough (England) 11
Courtney Walsh (West Indies] 11
Javagal Srinath (India) 11
Heath Streak (Zimbabwe) 11
Abdul Razzaq (Pakistan) 11
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an outside chance of finishing
among the top four in the Super
Six if Pakistan had lost to Zim-
babwe on Friday.

Indian fans said they could
accept losing to strong teams
such as South Africa or Aus-
tralia but a loss against Zim-
babwe was difficult to stomach.

Zimbabwe spoiled India's
start in the World Cup campaign
with a three-run defeat. "All
they needed was three runs and
they lost from there,” said a fan.

Newspapers said India's
failure to make the semifinals
meant the end of Azharuddin's
captaincy.

“Mohammad Azharuddin,
having played in four World
Cup tournaments, and led in
three, will go out and toss to-
morrow (Saturday) for the last
time in a World Cup, aware that
the prayers of millions ol peo-
ple back home were not strong

enough for India to take to the
semifinals,” said the Hindustan
Times,

They play New Zealand to-
day in a game in which the re-
sult is of little consequence to
India part from pride but a win
could mean a ticket to the semis
for the Kiwis,

"Heads may now roll in soc-
cer style, thanks to the hype the
event received -and the wave of
resentment over India failing to
get past the Super Six," the
Times of India wrote.

"The first casualty has to be
the leader and. Mohammad
Azharuddin will face the wrath
of public criticism."

The Indian Express, taking
off on a popular slogan on In-
dian buses, said; "It doesn't mat-

ter anymore, The light has gone
out of India's World Cup hopes.
Ok Ta Ta Bye Bye." :

Shorn, worn, shamed and

warned, Shane Warne may

prematurely decide not to play
the next World Cup. Before the
Australia-India game they said
Sachin would do this and
Shane Warne would do that.
After that match, both wanted
to forget it. Shane had wanted
to do something, some said, bé-
cause he remembered Sachin
Tendulkar’'s hospitality and
personal attention the last time
Shane came calling. Didn't
happen that way because
Sachin was hors d’ouvre to Me-
Grath and in one over Shane
Warne had done enough for his
captain to send him to sick bay.
"No more work for you bhoy.
Later perhaps...”

At the beginning of the tour-
nament, Pakistan showed us
how to win in an impossible
manner. In its last three games
they showed us how to lose in
an impossible manner. Which
team is a masochist's delight?
Which team brings the most an-
guish to its supporters as well as
its detractors? Which achieves
unheard of results? Which gives
nightmares to the bookies, For
instance, a dubious rumour is
that they lost to India because it
was becoming so monctonous.
Why not create real trouble for
them indirectly? That's what
they ended up doing in the end.
But they say there is a pattern, a
Pakistani logic to it if you like.
Bangladesh won but didn't go
anywhere, India won against
them but where are they? So it
looks like the South Africans
will be embarrassed in the
semis. Remember Wasim had
promised that after a pgood
wuirkout in the practice ma-
tches (with Bangladesh. South
alrica and India) they'd pay
goodl. serious cricket. And he
bries

Reader’s view

M Afsar

gave his team the best math-
ematical calculation: “We have
to win the next two matches,
This is fixed! After that you can
lose a few—" _

“The next two? Only two? No
more?"”

"No, just the two.”

“Okay!”

THis they could understand.

Bul the Pakistanis shouldn't
drop ljaz for a half-fit
Youhanna. There's no need to
do a Ronaldo. A hundred per
cent lit Youhanna for the final
is a much better bet. Also. ljaz is
loo good a player (and I don't
agree he's not) to be wasted at
No.3 or 4. After Saeed. Wasti.
Razzaq. they should send in
Inzi and ljaz can come after
him with Afridi, Moin, Wasim
and Azhar (in that order) to
follow.

Finally. one of my favourite
batsman, Saeed (The Talwar)
Anwar came good. But then,
almost everyone came well. In
two matches Wasim didn’t pick
up any wicket bul he troubled
them like hell. Flashing and
missing, flashing and missing.

And India? There's a das-
tardly rumour doing the rounds
that there had been in fact a
practical plan to offset (or upset)
Glenn McGrath. Sachin or
Azhar or Kumble was supposed
to serenade him in the morning
of the game and words were
“Lamba hai tu, khubsurat hai
tu” to the tune of *Chanda hai
tu, mera Suraj hai tu.” However,
owing to some misunderstand-
ing it was Ajay Jadeja who was
sent to deliver the goods and he
ended up singing “Tu Lambu
hai-ray” to the tune of *Tu
Chalu hai-ray”. McGrath ap-
parently asked a Pakistani to
translate and the rest was hys-
teria. But it could be a chapa.
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Pakistan skipper Wasim Akram and fast bowler Shoaib
Akht: r celebrating the dismissal of Zimbabwe captain Al-

istair Jampbell on June 11.

—AFP photo

—
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SAQLAIN STUNNER: Magical Pakistani off-spinner Saglain Mushtaq is over the moon after
umpire Steve Bucknor adjudges Zimbabwe's Mpumelelo Mbangwa lbw thus giving Saqglain
—AFP photo

Of the superb Saqi

his hattrick.

LONDON, June 12 [Reuters/
AFP]: Saglain Mushtaq showed
that The Oval is one of his
happiest hunting grounds as he
did the hattrick to crown
Pakistan's World Cup Super Six
victory over Zimbabwe on Fri-
day. _

Acknowledged as the world's
best off-spinner, Saqglain has
honed his skills at Surrey's
headquarters while playing for
the county as their overseas
signigg during the past two sea-
SONs.

No one in the Pakistan
squad knows The Oval pitches
betler than Saqlain. He
wrapped up Zimbabwe's innings
for 123, to secure a 148-run vic-
tory, by snapping up their last
three wickets in three balls.

Saglain had Henry Olonga
stumped by Moin Khan for five,
removed Adam Huckle with an-
other Moin stumping and then
had Mpumeleo Mbangwa lbw,
becoming only the second
bowler to do the hat-trick in the
24-year history of the World
Cup.

All three of his victims fell
to "sliders” — a disguised ball
which Saglain drifts from leg
to off. Those wickets gave him
maftch figures of three for 16 off
6.3 overs..

India's Chetan Sharma also
performed the feat, t New
Zealand at Nagpur in the 1987
tournament,

Saglain. who regards The
Oval as his second home said: ']
am delighted to take a hattrick
in the World Cup.

‘It is greal for me, my sup-
porters and Pakistan."”

Pakistan skipper Wasim

F

Akram hailed Saglain as the
best off spinner of his genera-
tion.

Akram said "T've been saying
he's the best off-spinner ever
that I've seen, and he showed
that again by taking a hattrick.”

After learning the game in
the back streets of his home t:it']y
of Lahore, Saqglain has devel-
oped into a cricketer whose ma-
turity and temperament belie
his 22 years.

He captured his first wicket
with his seventh delivery in

Saqlain Mushtaq

Bom: 27 November 1976, L-‘El.l’lﬂl.'E:.-

Tests, against Sri Lanka at Pe-
shawar in the 1995-96 season,
and has subsequently become
equally adept at both first-class
and limited-overs cricket.

His best bowling in first-
class matches was at The Oval
where he took eight for 65
against Derbyshire 'last season.

He now has 16 wickets in the
tournament. alongside South
African Lance Klusener, and
only bettered by New Zealand's
Geoff Allott, who has a record
15,

' - FACTFILE 2

Major teams: Pakistan, Surrey. Pakistan International Airlines,

Islamabad. |

Known as: Saglain Mushtaq.
Pronounced: Saglain Mushtagq.
Batting style: Right-hand bat.

Bowling style: Right arm off-break.

Test debut: Pakistan v Sri Lanka at Peshawar, 1st Test, 1995/96.
Latest Test: Pakistan v Sri Lanka at Dhaka, Asia-Test, 1998/99.
ODI debut: Pakistan v Sri Lanka at Gujranwala, 1st ODI, 1995/96.
Latest ODI: Pakistan v Zimbabwe at The Oval, World Cup 1999.

STATISTICAL RECORD

TESTS (including 12/03/1999)

Batting M I NO Runs HS Ave 100 50 Ct St
w22 34 7 32 M® B - 2 8 -

Bowling o M R W Ave Best 5 10 SR Econ
1064.5 257 2867 97 2955 532 .8 2 658 269

. ONE-DAY INTERNATIONALS (including 11-06-1999)

Batting M | NO Runs HS Ave SR 100 5 Ct St
106 &2 23 509 30" 183066 - - - A -

Bowling O M R W Ave Best 4w 5w SR Econ
9274 46 3955 208 1948 529 9 5 274 426

Wasim’

LONDON, June 12: Pakistan
captain Wasim Akram is confi-
dent he has found the winning
combination to complete a
World Cup triumph at Lord's on
June 20, reports Reuters.

Wasim's team are just two
matches away irom lillting the
trophy after reaching the semi-
finals with a crushing 148-run
victory over Zimbabwe in their
last Super Six match at The
Oval on Friday.

It was a timely return to
form by the Pakistanis after
three consecutive defeats, and
left Wasim enthusing about the
qualities of his team which
make them such an irresistible
force at their best.

Wasim pointed to the im-
provement by the top order bat-
ting as a key factor in the win
over Zimbabwe, with opener
Saeed Anwar's 103 providing
the perfect foundation.

"l have been sayin% all along
that Saeed is one of the best
openers in the world, one of the
best batsmen in fact. His confi-
dence is back and he has shown
that (he is among the best),"
Wasim said. "Now we just need
ljaz (Ahmed) to get some runs
and everybody will be in the
groove.”

Wasim was encouraged b
the form of opener Wajahatul-
lah Wasti, who hit his tourna-
ment best of 40 off 42 balls
againsi Zimbabwe, and he
added: "(Shahid) Afridi at num-
ber six played even better so ev-
e:l“ything Is going according to

plan.”

Afridi smashed 37 off 29
balls to give the innings a valu-

able late boost.

"I want to stick with the
same combination for the semi-
finals, and with the way we are
playing I'm not bothered who
our opponents are," Wasim said.

Asked if Pakistan could po
all the way and win the Cup, he
said; "Absolutely, we are in the

Shrewd
Shane

LONDON. June 12: Aus-
tralian leg-spinner Shane
Warne hds suggested playing a
best-of-three-games World Cup
final in order to find the top
side of the tournament, reports
Reuters.

"Even the greatest side can
have an off-day.,” Warne wrote
in the Times.

"A three-match series,
played on different grounds in
varying conditions, gives us all
a more even chance to perform.”

The World Series Cup played
annually in Australia stagers
the final over three matches.

"There is also a way of mak-
ing one-day cricket in general
more attractive," Warne added.

"At the moment, two fielders

are allowed outside the circle in
the first 15 overs.

"My idea is for the batting
side to be able to call another
period of five overs when the
same restrictions apply.

"The skipper of the batting
side can 'play the joker" at any
stage of the innings — may be by
sounding a siren around the

round to add a touch of
rama.”

‘winning recipe

semis, one game away from the
big day. The boys are full of con-
fidence, they can rise to the oc-
casion and they can beat any
side."

Pakistan's 271 for nine
against Zimbabwe was their
second highest total ol the
tournament which they
achieved despite losing six
wickets for 48 runs between the
36th and 45th overs, a situation
which Wasim says they must
guard against.

"One of the openers or the
middle order has to bat up to the
40th or 45th over and hopefully
after their mistakes here they
will try to play through to the
o0th over. One of them, Inza-
mam. ljaz or Saeed, has to do
that and then we can play
around them."

Wasim believes his side's se-
quence of successive defeats by
Bangladesh., South Africa and

India was because they had
more of a problemn mentally
than anything else, but it kept
him under pressure from
sources at hame.

“I have been getting calls
form all over Pakistan, saying
do this or do that, why are you
playing this player or why are
you not playing him, and | have
to answer every one,” Wasim
said. '

Asked if the calls were from
members of the public, Pak-
istan’'s skipper replied, with a
telling insight into the role of
the national cricket captain:
“No, the higher authorities.”

dian bBatting.

Ajay Jadeja that brought an-
other innocent pigeon down.

*The poor puy was himself so.

KARACHI, June 12 (Reuters):
Pakistan fans were pleased
their team had joined co-
favourites South Africa in the
World Cup semifinals but some
fans could not fﬂragltt an earlier
defeat by arch-rivals India.

"What's there to cheer
about?" said auto mechanic
Naubat Khan. "We lost the

crunch match against India (at
Old Trafford) and that's where
my interest in the World Cup
ended.

"Even if we win the Cup, the
defeat to India will remain a
black mark." he said as ten-
sions between the South Asian
neighbours remained high be-
cause of their dispute over
Kashmir.

‘Ironically, Pakistan's 148-
run victory over Zimbabwe at
The Oval on Friday ended Indi-
a's faint hopes of reaching the
knockout stage.

"In years to come, the only
thing which will be remembered
will be that Pakistan reached
the semifinals and India were
sent packing,” said Salim
Kheera. a 28-year-old banker.

"Il Indians think they have
won their World Cup (b geating
Pakistan), then let them. be
happy because they will be
watching the Jun= 20 (final)

malch sitting in their arm-
chairs while we will be duly in-
volved as Pakistan would be
playing that match.

"We lost three matches on
the trot and will now win three
in a row to regain the title."

Pakistan's defeat by India
led. to effigies of captain Wasim
Akram being burnt and the port
city of Karachi came to a com-
plete standstill on Tuesday.

But the victory against Zim-
babwe was taken quietly.

"It was never expected to be a
contest. Pakistan has a tradi-
tion of performing in crunch
and pressure situations and [
knew they would be a different
team which they proved in the
end." said Aftab Chaudhury, a
newspaper seller.

Former Test stalwarts re-

GRANGS GROUP
h people

mained cautious ahead of the -

semifinals.

"So far, it is the bowling
which has won matches for
Pakistan. But with knockout
matches left, what will happen
if it (bowling) fails to deliver?
The batsmen need some good
scores on the board." said for-
mer off-spinner Tauseef Ah-
mad.

Former manager Haroon
Rashid said that things were
getting better for Pakistan. "The

wickets are getting flatter and
the seam movement is ending. I
am sure Pakistan batsmen
would now feel more at ease and
Saeed Anwar has shown that at
The Oval.” Anwar scored a cen-

tury against Zimbabwe.

Former paceman Jalaluddin
said the team needed consis-
tency. Rl e
"Past performances (in the
World Cup) are history and
what is now required is respon-
sible batting and accurate bowl-
ing. If Pakistan can't do that,
Elzgﬂshuuldn't regret losing the

A judicial . commission in
Pakistan is investigating

charges of match-fixin by
ﬁ S

Ela}rers, an affair that has
anging over the team for sev-
eralmmunﬂls. :

i Sibtain Fazli;, lawyer of
the Pakistan Cricketwjl;uard
(PCB) said performances at the.
Cup would have no bearing on
the f}?dings of the commission.

‘It is a wrong impression
that the findings Ef thepinvﬂstj-
gations depend on World Cup
results. In fact, everything de-
pends on whatever evidence is
gathered.” he said. :

The findings of the commis-
sion have been delayed until
after the end of the tournament.

Fortune favours Anwar

LONDON, June 12 (AFP):
Saeed Anwar admitted that
Lady Luck had smiled on him
here on Friday - then wondered
what had taken her so long.

The Pakistani opener was

ven two lives on his way to his
irst World Cup century against
Zimbabwe, after being dropped
first on 20, then on 85,

On 28 he edged a half-chance
over cover but the fielder failed
thc;d et a hand on the looping

"Today | was lucky and it was
the luck | needed.” Anwar said.

"l have been playing well but
been getting out. The wickets
have been too bowler-friendly.

“The first chance | gave was
not difficult but it was my day.
Nobody could "do anything
about it,

"I thought I would come good
when it mattered and it mat-
tered today.”

Zimbabwe skipper Alistair
Campbell was the man who
spilled Anwar [irst. He put

down a regulation chance at
slip off Mpumelelo Mbangwa.

It was an expensive miss,
bringing back painful memo-
ries of the defeat against Aus-

Copnons R

SAEED ANWAR

tralia at Lord's on Wednesday.

Then, Grant Flower had got
one hand on a full-blooded cut
from Mark Waugh at point but
had failed to hold on.

Sport
he ULTIMATE TV For 120 million peoy
[Pakistanis not stirred

Waugh was on seven at the ‘

time and went on to make 104
as Austalia won by 44 runs,

Flower's miss cost Zimbabwe
97 runs, while Campbell's much
easier chance cost 83.

As for Anwar, his innings

was a major change in fortune.

Before his 103, he had made
137 runs in seven innings with

a highest score of 36, a poor re-
turn for the holder of the one-
day record score of 194.

The 30-year-old fom
Karachi is one of only two
players to hit three successsive
one-day hundreds, and only the
third Pakistan player to cross
the 6,000-run mark in limited-
OVers.

Wasim Akram says: "For me,
he is the best opener in the

world.” But a little luck glways
helps.

LONDON, June 12 (India
Abroad News Service): Teams
must beware of drawing support
from an unexpected source
during the World Cup. The En-
glish chose to cheer the Indians
on against Australia because
they did not get the showdown
against their old rivals that
they would have fancied in the
Super Six. Many of the hosts
chose to support India and look
what happened.

"Mate, I have just had three
months in India. This is bloody
crazy,” was what one Aussie
said of the cheers India were
drawing at The Oval, to no avail
of course. The English people
then began to back the South
Africans against the Aussies

who could possibly be the tour-
nament favourite's biggest
threat yet.

“Anyone but England' is a
boock made famous by England's
continuing failures. The host
country's choice of teams to
support has been somewhat
sensational, but they did not
pick one or the other as the
Asian giants clashed at Old
Traftord. They may have feared
retribution from the other
qup. The British were per-
ectly bipartisan on the memo-

~rable day.

CRICKET'S NOT THE

GAME FOR PIGEONS

The Royal Society of Birds

must be up in arms against the
cricket World Cu]p. How can you
play such a cruel game in which
two pigeons were brought down
on the same afternoon? And
they say cricket is a genteel
game! -
The first culprit, to be
booked for cruelty to birds, was
Paul Reiffel, whose nickname
Pistol’ is somewhat appropri-
ate in the killing sense. His
throw from the deep went
straight into a pigeon and down
it came in a flutter of wings.
feathers and blood.

Poor Reiffel, the most gentle
of men despite being a fast
bowler, was distraught. He car-
ried the bird with loving care to
the boundary rope only for it to
be pronounced dead on arrival.
it was his colleague Glenn Mc-
Grath who had rehashed a fa-
mous old quote about blood and

ore when he declared how he

ated batsmen and how "cricket
is a game played with a hard
ball". .

And McGrath was the cat
among the pigeons on the same
day as he went through the In-

As if one killing in a day was
not enough came the drive by

distraught he did not.take the
single that would have taken
him to his century. He was on
99 for a while lﬂI:FEl‘ while the
Aussie keeper Adam GiJchrist

carried the ex-bird off.
Jadeja is somewhat famous

for his hit rate with birds. But
even he would not have bar-
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ained for bringing down the
eathered variety.

PACKER'S LOVE SEATS

Remember Kerry Packer, the
media magnate who split
cricket with his Circus in the-
late '70s? What is he up to these
days you may be wondering,
apart from making money in
all his ventures including
Channel Nine, still the stan-
dard bearer when it comes to
telecasting cricket,

The media magnate is busy
bringing the 'Love Box' to Eng-
land. Having bought up the
Hovts cinemas, Australia's
richest man is putting some
love into the cinema hall by re-
placing the usual flip-up chairs
with sofas in private cubicles so
some lovelorn patrons might
enact passionate scenes of their
OWnl,

The back row of a cinema is
certain to bring nostalgia in
anyone who has been there in
his youth, And thanks to the
revolution Packer is now bring-

ing in, the cinema may turn out
to be a more popular venue for
the young rather than the

cricket World Cup at which the

patrons sit in open lerraces,
You can always rely on

Packer to bring about these rev-

—

l

it for India

olutions in anything, from
cricket to cinema. Youn
moviegoers are however warne
that they are being watched by’
closed-circuit television.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS

This delightful tale came out
at the start of the World Cup.
The England off-spinner and
one-day all rounder Robert
Croft and his wife Marle are ex-
pecting a baby on June 20, a
significant day in cricket his-
tory. Ahead of the World Cup

See page 14

Pakistan odds
slashed

LONDON, June 12 (Reu-
ters): Pakistan's World Cup
odds were cut to 2-1 after they
qualified for the semifinals
with a 148-run victory over
Zimbabwe on Friday. But
bookmakers William Hill keep
South Africa favourites at 6-4.

LATEST ODDS
6-4 South Alfrica
2-1 Pakistan

9-4 Australia
12-1 New Zealand
25-1 Zimbabwe
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THAT WAS QUICK: An express Shoaib Akhtar delivery
whizzes past Zimbabwe all-rounder Neil Johnson during

their Super Six encounter at The Oval on June 11.
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—AFP photo



