DHAKA SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 1999

.......

P e R

rrrrr

o
g e

.....

T R . .. - U R,
A demonstrator (C) speaks to follow protesters while being
guarded by security officials during a demonstration in
front of the Jakarta elections committee yesterday. Some
30 activists from the People Democratic Party (PRD), one of
the 48 parties involved in the election, demanded the
committee check the election results for evidence of fraud
in several sub-districts. . — AFP photo

_Indo-Pak war to benefit

US: Chinese paper

BEIJING, June 12: Fighting

between India and Pakistan -

over Kashmir would benefit the
United States regardless of the
outcome, an editorial in a
newspaper published by China's
military said today. reports
AFP.

The article in the Jiefan
Jun Pao described the Unit
States as "sitting on a hill
watching the tigers fight,” wait-
ing to reap the benefits of their
conflict. .

“Where the United States is
concerned, the present South
Asia strategy is to control India
and Pakistan, maintain the
balance of power in South Asia
and use India to contain
China," - writer Ding Zengyi
said.

The Indo-Pakistan conflict
was not just a territorial dis-
pute but also one where the su-
perpowers lurked in the back-
ground, he said in the article.

South Asia had been an im-
portant region in the global
sirategies of the United States
and the former Soviet Union
during the Cold War days, and a
flashpoint when: the United
States and the Soviet Union
competed with each other, it

Plane crash k]]ls 4 Indian

ilots, one of them a woman, werc killed when their
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"In the present India-Pak-
istan armed clash over Kash-
mir, it would be hard to avoid a
scenario where both parties are
losers again," it said.

"This would result in a
weakened Pakistan and a lim-
ited India for the US." it added.

"As long as the exchange of
fire between India and Pakistan
does not turn into a nuclear
war, it would benefit the United
States’ South Asia strategic
scheme", Ding added.

As China shares its western
borders with India and Pak-
istan, the conflict over Kashmir
would affect China's security
and the stability in the sur-
rounding areas, he said.

On Friday, China's top legis-
lator Li Peng at a meeting with
Pakistan's Foreign Minister
Sartaj Aziz who was on a one-
day visit, urged both countries
to exercise resiraint and resolve
their condlict through peaceful
means,

India's Foreign Minister

Jaswant Singh is due to. visit .

China from.June 14 to 16. The
Kashmir issue is expected to top
the agenda.

ilots:

aircralt crashed near Karahia village in Ghazipur district

following a technical snag on Friday

says from Varanasi.

Three of the pilots were trainees,
to Indira Gandhi Flying Academy in Fursat-
was on its way to Patna when it developed tech-

craft helnnginF
ganj, Rae Bareli
nical snag,

ernoon, police said, PTI
olice said adding, the air-

11 boat people held in Australia:

Authorities on

riday Intercepted an Indonesian fishing boat

carrying 11 illﬂﬁ 1 immigrants on the Australian territory of

Christmas Islan
Five of the

lice said, AP says from Brisbane.
ople on board had evaded authorities by hiding

in jungle on the remote Indian ocean island and were still free
late Saturday. Six others had been arrested. Superintendent
Phil Spence of the Australian Federal Police said five of the six
were caught when the boat was boarded by police on Friday.

Star ka aCtOI' Kelley dead: Actor

DeForest Kelley. wha as crusty Dr. Leonard "Bones" McCoy on
"Star Trek" brought a country flavor to outer space, died Friday,

He was 79, AP says from Los
Kelley 'died after an extend

eles, .
illness, said Carol Pfarinkuche,

spokeswoman for the Motion Picture and Television Cuuntﬁy
Home and Hospital, a retirement facility, in suburban Wood-
land Hills. The conflict between McCoy's all-too-human char-

acter and Spock's cold logic
ries' lighthearted moments.

provided grist for many of the se-

Glll]lllall ]!d]ls tWO iIl US: A gunman

opened fire on his psychiatrist Friday, killing

the doctor and

another person before fatally shooting himself, authorities
said, AP reports from Michigan.

Four other people were wounded in the shooting at the office
of Dr. Reuven Bar-Levay, who died at his office on the 12th floor

of an office building

in this Detroit suburb. The name of the

gunman — and the third victim slain, a woman from the Detroit

-area — was being withheld.

Computer hackers at US
Senate Web site again

WASHINGTON. June 12:
Computer hackers have suec-
cessiully attacked the US Sen-
ate's main Web site, the second
such electronic assault on the
high-profile Internet page in
Just over two weeks, reports AP.

The hackers hijacked visi-
tors to the site, www.senate.gov,
and subtly misdirected them to
another computer on the Inter-
net with a defaced version of the
Senate's Web page, said Tom
Meenan of the. Senate's
Sergeant at Arms Office, which
uperr‘%tes the Senate site.

"We are trying to iden ex-
actly what the giunphuléj?vas"
that let the hackers redirect vis-
itors to the other computer,
Meenan said late Friday night.

The Associated Press traced
the computer hosting the false
Senate site to a real estate com-
&an}* in Jacksonville, Florida.

eenan said the FBI was inves-
tiﬁating, but noted it was possi-
ble that the hackers took con-
trol of the Florida company's
computers without its knowl-

"It's 'a site they may have
hacked elsewhere on the Inter-
net." Meenan said. "We don't
know the details. We've been in
touch with the FBL."

A telr—:]f'!hune message said the
offices o
were closed late Friday night.

In an obvious taunt directed
at the FBI — which is conduct-
ing a national crackdown on
computer hackers — they wrote
on part of the page: "you can
3}?‘3 one, but you cannot stop
- They also left messages sup-
porting infamous hacker Kevin
Mitnick, who will be sentenced
Monday in Los Angeles to 46
months in prison for computer
fraud, and for Eric Burns, 19,
who was indicted last month in
northern Virginia on three
counts of computer intrusion.

Meenan said the Senate's
computers were fixed about one
hour after the attack; but the
repaired address information
for the Senate could take days
to propagate through the thou-

sands of Internet providers, |
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US to deport
five Iraqgi

detainees

LOS ANGELES, June 12: Five
[ragis held for more than two

. 'years in a US jail on suspicion

of being double agents secretly
working for Baghdad, have

. agreed to be deported to a third,

friendly, country, their lawyer
said on Friday, reports Reuters.

Attorney' Niels Frenzen of
Public Counsel Law Centre, a
nonprofit legal agency, said the
five. whose plight drew na-

tional attention, would be re-

leased as part of an eement
reached with the US Immigra-
tion and Naturalisation. Ser-
vice.

The five claim they are part
of a CIA-backed opposition
group that attempted to over-
throw Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein several years ago. The
five have repeatedly denied be-
ing double agents,

They were among 7,000 Iraqi
dissidents brought to the United

" States after the CIA had spent

S$20 million in an unsuccessful
effort to overthrow Saddam
Husscin after the Gulf War.

A sixth Iraqi being held in
California as a suspected double
agent, Kurdish physician Ali
Yasim Mohammed Karim, is
still considering the agreement,
as are two other Iraqis with

separate but related cases,.

Frenzen said.

3 dissidents
missing in
China

BELJING, June 12: Three dis-
sidents in the central Chinese
province of Hunan are missing
after being accosted by a group
of men claiming to be police,
the New York-based Human
Rights in China (HRIC) said to-
day, reports AFP,
~_The three — Li Jinghong, Liu
Shili and Chen Guojing — had
gone to the square fronting a
railway station in Chenzhou
city Friday afternoon, when a
guup of people barged towards

em, said HRIC in a fax.

Without showing any identi-
fication or explaining why they
were detaining them, the group.
who claimed to be policemen,
took away the three dissidents,
the group said.

e whereabouts of the three
men are now unknown, the
rights organisation added.

Li, 36. was a former accoun-
tant at the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China in
Zixing city in Hunan:. He had
participated in the June 4
movement of 1989 and was
sentenced to four years' jail for

counter-revolutionary crimes
in 1990.

(Gaddati to

visit S Africa

JOHANNESBURG, June 12;
Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddalfi, on his first trip abroad
since sangtions. against his
cuuntg were lifted in April,
visits South Africa from Sun-
day as President Nelson Mande-
la's last official guest, reports
Reuters.

Gaddafi, fighting for a
diplomatic profile aiter a
decade of international isola-
tion following the suspected
Libyan bombing of an eri-
can airliner in 1988, is ted
also to try to mediate a ceaselire
in the Democratic Republic of
tne Congo,

Iraq fires on .
US, UK planes

in no-fly zone

BAGHDAD, June 12: Iraqgi.
anti-aircraft batteries opened
fire on US and British war-
planes patrolling the no-fly
zone over southern Iraq Friday,

n a%spukesman sald, re-
ports :

"Ten formations of enemy
warplanes coming from Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia... carried out
32 sortles over the provinces of
Basra, Misan, Muthanna, Dhi-
and Qadisiya," the
spokesman told the official
agency INA.

"They fled under fire from
anti-aircraft gunners,” he said.

Baghdad said a civilian died

in US and British air raids on
the no-fly zone over northern
Irag on Tuesday, the first re-
ported civilian casualty from
the near daily air raids since
May 12, when 12 Iraqgis were
killed.

On Wednesday, US war-
planes attacked Iraqi military
command and contro! facilities
near Mosul, northern Iraq, af-
ter coalition planes came under
anti-aircraft fire, the US mili-
tary said in a statement.

Fresh air strike
as talks begin in Delhi

NEW DELHI, June 12: India’

launched fresh air strikes on
mountain peaks held by Is-
lamic gueriﬂas in Kashmir to-
day. as Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister Sartaj Aziz held talks in
New Delhi, reports AFP,

An Indian Air Force
spokesman said the sorties
were carried out in the moun-
tains of Drass and Batalik in
the northern sectors of the In-

dian-administered zone in .

Kashmir.

"We went ahead with our
missions as per the tasks and
requirement of the army,” the
spokesman said. "We used all
types of aircraft.”

The air strikes against en-
trenched guerillas and alleged
Pakistani army soldiers which
began May 26 was suspendéd on
Thursday and Friday cﬁfe to bad

weather over the Himalavan
heights, i

"The weather today im-
proved after a gap of two days
and hence the missions were
ordered," the spokesman said
without elaborating.

An Indian military source in
Kashmir told AFP that at least
15 sorties by waves of MiG and
Mirage-2000 jets were-lauched
to attack positions where In-
dian ground forces have so far
failed to reach.

"The weather was not ideal
for the kind of operations we
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Indian lFurei'gp Minister Jaswant Singh (R) and his Pakistani counterpart Sartaj Aziz (L)
talk briefly with each other after meeting for peace talks on Kashmir issue in New Delhi

yesterday,

conducted today but it was still Tp—
better than the last two days," “  Aziz was to meet Prime

the source said. Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
The air attacks began before  and return to Islamaba pla{er
the Pakistani delegation Saturday. )
headed by Foreign Minister India in May launched a ma-
Aziz arrived in New Delhi for = jor military offensive against

the talks, which lasted just an undreds of Islamic guerillas
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— AFP photo

_and alleged that Pakistani sol-

diers were occupying strategic
Kashmir mountains. .
Pakistan has denied engag-
ing in the infiltration and de-
scribed the guerillas as Kash-

miri Muslims campai for
independence from Inﬂ..n "

tions as the security
-of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) gu

NATO troops pour into Kosovo as

Fir;s_t 70 refugees'retum

peacekeeping operation begins

BLACE, Macedonia, June 12:
Thousands of troops began
pouring over the border into
Kosovo today as the NATO-led
international peacekeeping
force;, KFOR, began its opera-
tion, reports AFP.

There was confusion, how-
ever, over Moscow's role in the
peacekeeping effort after Rus-
sian troops stole a march on
NATO, entering the Kosovo cap-
ital Pristina several hours be-
fore alliance forces began their
advance,

At dawn, Chinock and Puma
helicopters entered Yugoslav

~ air space, carrying equipment

and British paratroopers
tasked with clearing mines on
the other side of the frontier.
They were followed b
dozens of military jeeps an
troop transporters which
crossed the border from Mace-
donia shortly before 6:00 a.m,

- {0400 GMT), accompanied by
' hundreds of trdops, including

Nepalese Gurkhas, on foot.

Between 5.000 and 7.000

British troops were expected to
enter Kosovo during Saturday
and officers said the first con-
tingent was due to arrive in
Pristina later in the day.

The force, part of the British
army's Fourth Brigade, had to
clear a route from Macedonia,
including securing a narrow

ass with two tunnels and two
ridges just inside Kosovo
which are feared mined.

Under the terms of a peace
agreement, the troops are to li-
aise with Yugoslav army offi-
cers .over the position of mine-
fields, but British General
Adrian Freer compilained to re-
porters Saturday that he had
been unable to speak with his
counterpart in Yugoslavia's
243rd Brigade, only with his
deputy.

Meanwhile, a contingent of
French NATQ troops began
fanming out. into Kosovo from
DUIglEﬂﬂv{‘E on the Macedonia
border Saturday, moving in two
lines several kilometres apart
and preceded by Foreign Legion

mine-clearing experts aboard
armoured vehicles.

- Military sources said part of
the advance had been held up
when a minefield was detected a
few hundred metres on the
other side of the frontier,

Dozens of trucks, armoured
vehicles and tanks waited un-
der cover of trees while the
mine-clearing experts went
about their task.

One of the French columis
comprised 200 vehicles and 900
troops, the other BO vehicles
and 350 soldiers.

In Bonn, the defence min-
istry said 1,000 German troops,
including mine-clearing ex-
perts, were about io enter
Kosovo as part of a NATO con-
tingent.

s the troo
tinued late Friday, one man was
seriously injured when a
British military transport
plane crashed and exploded in
northern - Albania, narrowly
missing crowded refugee camps.

NATO spokesman Lieu-

build-up con-—

tenant Colonel Helge Erikson
said there were 12 servicemen
aboard the C-130 Hercules. No
one was killed.

Meanwhile, 70 refugees re-
-turned to Kosovo on Friday
night, taking advantage of the
imminent beginning of the
NATO-led peacekeeping opera-
tion in Kosovo, Macedonian
police said here today,

The reﬁ}ffees, mostly men,
crossed the Macedonian border
in the direction of Kosovo near
Tabanovce. in the northwest,
they said. :

ey went back on their own -

initiative, the police said, not-
ing that the High Cofmissioner
for Reiugees had recommended
the quarter of a million
Albanian Kosovar refugees be
patient.

A police spokesman said

traffic was very heavy around

the main border post at ﬁlﬂc?ﬁ-_ =
u

north of Skopje, where the

of the NATO peacekeepers had
been entering Kosovo since
dawn.
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US, Libya hold first talks

1n 20 years

UNITED NATIONS. June §2:
In the first oilicial meeting in
nearly two decades, the US and
Libyan ambassadors met Fri-
day to discuss UN sanctions
against Tripoli, with Washing-
ton demanding tough condi-
tions for lifting the measures,
reports AP.

US officials tried to down-
play :he signy:gcance of the en-
counter, saying it was merel
"UN business” that didn't mn:-(
stitute face-to-face talks be-
cause Secretary-General Kofi
Annan was presiding and the
two ambassadors were joined
by British Ambassador Jeremy

reenstock. ' -

But in an indication of the
touchiness of the subject, UN
in-house television didn't pho-
tograph the initial greetings of
the ambassadors, as is common

practice at the United Nations. -

UN officials said UNTV didn't

get permission from all parties
to tape.

The meeting, with Libyan
Ambassador Abuzed Omar
Dorda and Deputy US Ambas-
sador Peter Burleigh, marks the
first official high-level contact
between the United States and
Libya since diplomatic rela-
tions were severed 18 years ago,
US officials said,

On the agenda were the UN

Security Counell requirements
tor liiting sanctions against
Libya. The sanctions, which in-
clude an arms and air embargo,
were suspended April 5 when
Libya turned over two suspects
wanted in the 1988 bombing of
a Pan Am jetliner that exploded
over Lockerbie, Scotland,
killing 270 people.

In” testimony to Congress
earlier this week, Assistant
Secretary of State Martin Indyk
said that with the possibility of
a trial of the two Libyan sus-
pects, "We are a critical step
closer” to achieving a measure
of justice for the families of the
victims of Pan Am flight 103.

He vowed, however, that the
United States is prepared to
veto any resolution to lift the
sanctions "if it is presented be-
fore we are satisfied with the
Libyan actions.”

Annan is expected to offer
his own views on the status of
Libyan compliance in a report
next month. S

Specifically, Libya is re-

uired to end and renounce all
orms of terrorism, pay appro-
priate compensation to families
of the Pan Am 103 victims,
acknowledge responsibility for
the actions of its officials and
cooperate with the investiga-
tion and the trial.

N Korea threatens to strike
Situation tense on the

Korean Peninsula

SEOUL, June 12: North Ko-
rea threatened today to carry
out strikes in self-defence if
South Korean forces did not
halt "reckless provocations” in
a standoff along their maritime

boundary in the Yellow Sea, re-

ports Reuters.
"The South Korean authori-

*“ties must know that if they con-

tinue reckless provocations de-
spite our repeated warnings,
they will meet with our strong
seli-delensive strikes. There is
a limit to patience," said a
North Korean statement out of
the Korean War truce village of
Panmunjom.

Officials at South Korea's
Joint Chiefs of Staff said North

Korean boats had retreated by

midnight (1500 GMT on Friday)
and were rnow some six km
north of the boundary dividing
the bitter rivals’ waters. :

The two countries have been
engaged in a tense cat-and-
mouse game off the western
coast of the Korean Peninsula
for the t week.

South Korea says Norihern
naval vessels have crossed into
Southern waters daily, appar-
ently to protect a fleet of crab-
calching vessels, before return-
ing to the North in the evening.

The standoff, which has
been largely peaceful with nei-
ther side opening fire, escalated

on Friday when South Korean
ships repeatedly rammed North
Korean vessels, driving them
back across the sea boun ;

North Korea, which
largely avoided incendia
rhetoric so far, blasted Sout
Korea in the statement issued
by the spokesman for the Ko-
rean People's Army mission in
Panmunjom and carried by the
North's state-run Korean Cen-
tral News Agency.

"It is an unshakeable will of
the Korean revolutionary
armed forces never tc pardon
those who viclate even 0.001
mm of the sky, the land and the
sea of the fatherland, in defence
of their sovereignty,” it said.

The statement said South
Korea must be held wholly re-
5¥onsible for all consequerices
of the naval "provocations"
which it said has rendered the
situation in Korea extremely
dangerous.

e two Koreas remain
technically at war across the
world's most militarised fron-
tier because their 1950-53 con:
flict ended in an armed truce
and not a ce a ent.

South Korea did not respond
immediately to the North Ko-
rean threat and an official at
the Joint Chiefs of Staff said he
thought the statement was mere
rhetoric.
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Lankan troops
capture 30
LTTE villages

COLOMBO, June 12: Thou-

sands of Sri Lankan troops
have captured some 30 villages

held by Tamil Tiger guerillas
after two days of fighting in-

volving artillery and air
. | strikes, the defence ministry

here said today, reports AFP.

It said in a statement there
were no face-to-face confronta-
forces took
separatist Liberation Ti ers
1as
Ehy surprise with the launch of

e drive two days ago.

~ "Security forces were able to
maintain surprise until the
area was captured." the min-
istry said in a two-page state-
n:ﬁnt. “tLTI‘E locations in the
adjacent areas were e b
the airforce and aﬂiﬁ:gﬁteg
the completion of the opera-
tiomn.

Troops have taken an area of
358 square kilometres (143

uare miles) from the guerillas
aiter the latest drive code-
named "Ranagosha Four", the
ministry said,

The offensive was in an area
350 kilometres (218 rniles)
north of the capital.

The latest military action
followed intense fighting fur-
ther north near the town of
Paranthan, where the defence
ministry said troops had killed

45 %Jlerillas and lost 16 soldiers
on Thursday.

- Another 29 soldiers were
wounded in fighting that in-
volved long-range artjllerfﬁ and

o

the

mortar bomb attacks, cials
sald.

Military sources said casual-
ties on both sides were closer to
a combined toiai of 100.

The latest fighting ended a
four-week lull in the island's
embattled northeast where the
ﬁueﬂliaﬁ are fighting for an in-
: ependent homeland called Ee-

am, :

There was no intoediate re-

action from the UTTE to the lat-

est military claiins.

Last month, the army
backed by ground attack air-
craft and artillery won control
over dozen vlﬂa.%:es after two
daﬂs of heavy élghtin that
kilied 42 rebels and 17 soldiers.

Basu for early
Lok Sabha polis

CALCUTTA, June 12: West
Bengal Chief Minister: Jyoii
Basu yesterdav said that the
Lok Sabha election in the
country should be advanced in
view of the current war-like sit-
uation in the Indo-Pak border
in Kargil ef Jammu and Kash-
mir, reports PTL

Basu said that il was diffi-
cult for a country to counter
such a situation with a care-
speaking after imoving a. pon-
nH‘iciai resoclution on Elargi%ﬂ‘:‘;
sue in the West Benigal assembly
here.

The chief minister said that
he had already viewed such
opinion during a meet the press
in London last month.

‘It is most unfortunate that
the country was facing a war-
like situation following viola-
tion of LOC by the Pakistani in-
filtrators and regulars at
Rargil, Drass, Kaksar and Bata-
lik sectors wher a caretaker

government was in power,” he
said.

‘Pope injures
head 1n fall

SANDOMIERZ, Poland, June
12: Pope John Paul slip and
fell early today duri is trip
to Poland and needed three
stitches for a head wound, Vati-
can spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls said. reports
Reuters.

The accident ha at the
Vatican embassy in Warsaw,
where the 79-year-old Pope was
staying, but did not prevent him
flying to the southern town of
Sandomierz to say mass before
an audiernce of 350,000,

A sticking plaster was
clearly visible on the right side
of the Pope's forehead, just be-
low the line of his skulicap.

A Vatican source said the ac-
cident happened in the Pope's

Er_i?atc bathroom in the em-
assy, where the Pontiff is
nding four nights of 2 gru-

ing 13-day trip on his native
Poland.

Navarro-Valls said there
would be no changes to the
schedule the Pope has set him-
self for the visit, which is in its

the relentless quest for tomor-
row's market share, software
makers have been gearing their
programmes to ever younger
computer users -- some of whom
aren't even toilet trained, says
AFP.

Knowledge Adventure is in-
troducing the CD-ROM ‘Jump
Start Baby' for ages nine
months to two years. There is
also Sesame Street Baby and Me
(one to three years} and 'Baby
Wowl.

How far can this software
go? ]

"l don't know. Womb ware?"
guipped Ann Stephens, presi-

ent of Reston, Virginia-based
PC Data, Inc. "It was laughable
to me when they came out with
software for kids 18 months
old. Butitsells.” .

In 1998, some 2.5 million’!
software units worth some 49.6
million ‘dollars sold for chil-
dren under five years of age,

compared to 1.5 million units

(40 million dollars) in 1997, ac-
cording to PC Data.

For children 18 months to
three years, 338,921 units sold
in 1998 compared to 298,429 for

_garten and

Now babies get their own

-  LOS ANGELES, June 12: In

the previous years.
e trend started four years

' ago with Jump Start for kinder-
grade, which -

rst
.continued up elemen school
grades and later down to
preschool.

"l thought that was the end of
the line. But no, then came
‘Jump Start Baby!"" said
Stephens incredulously.

"Only five years ago people
thought children under three or

four were not meant for com-

puters and would most likely
end up smearing jelly on the
keyboard," she said. .

Powering this trend is
boomer generation guilt and
competitiveness, she said.
Boomer parents want to show
‘concern for their children and
make sure they make the grade
in school.

"There is no magic," said
Warren Buckleiter, of Chil-
dren's Software Revue, "Your
kids are not going to get into
Harvard if they use a computer

‘early. The Paybﬂ‘ really doesn't
around three or

start unti
four."
America Online is develop-

ing a new site for children aged

software

two to five, while The Chil- -_m}r,_ much like a crib mobile.

dren's Television Workshop is
about to release, "Baby
geared for the growing market
of one- to three-year olds.
Meanwhile, one-year-old
Mathew on his mother's lap in
front of 'Jump Start Baby'
gerkad up and giggled when he
eard the music and saw the
colorful animal images.
Vn]'ithin m}nutes, a;ﬂwever. he
was or. pen paper.
Internet magazine ZDTV'
Alice Chegia tested toddlers on.
Baby Wow and Jump Start
Baby, which requires only that
a child be able to strike a key.
Her startling finding: Don't
throw away those old manual
typewriters. s
"Alivia and -Andrew ldved.
the old ter because it is
tactile and the can see the ef-
fects of poun on the keys,"
Chegia said of two-year-old
cousins who later did warm up
to the software. - ,
.Corinne Rupert, a famil
st who was a consul-
tant for ldege Adventure, -
su;

for in- '
- fants and toddlers but cautioned
they should be a stimulating |

Me, .

"I think an early learning
' ence with nters can
help children develop !
mastery over their learning
environment," she said. "This
tool will be integrated more and
more into their lives -- for bet-
ter or worse."

Buckleiter said there was no
e e paeats th
e and urges ;

n g lpﬁ I

COTTION) e O et
ing possibly hundreds of doF-
lars into software and special

o "Under two, they'll just learn
El' (]

just as much from Pfl -dough
or a cat, which are warm and
soft and can be bent in a lot of
ways,” he said. "Merely si

'on mom or dad's lap in front
cqmgutﬂ: _doesn’t guarantee

nppi-nw ; there is no -

level to com-

Eiea i
as |

form and content to meet the

;
:
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light and educate even the very
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eighth day.
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“Mothers and their babies play at computers using software

geared towards toddlers one to three years old in Los
les on Friday. According to PC Data, 338,921 software |

units were sold in 1998

ii———+ between 18 months and three-year old.

for programs for children aged

— AFP photo
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