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Jakarta agrees to
50 UN military
officers

UNITED NATIONS, June 11:
Indonesia has agreed to allow
20 unarmed UN military liai-
son officers to work throughout
East Timor ahead of a ballot on
the territory’'s future, a signifi-
cant step welcomed by UN offi-
cials and Security Council
members, reports AP.

The agreement; reported
Thursday to the council by
Kieran Prendergast, undersec-
retary-general for political af-
lairs, helps pave the way for a
UN Security Council resolution
formally establishing the UN
Mission in East Timor.

. .. The council was expected to
adopt the resolution Friday.

Ahead of the vote, the coun-
cil received a briefing Thursday
on the situation in East Timor
and plans to hold a UN-organ-
ised ballot August 8 on whether
the Timorese want to remain
part of Indonesia or seek inde-
pendence.

secretary-General Kofi An-
nan has stated repeatedly that a
secure environment free of vio-
lence and intimidation is a pre-
requisite for the ballot.

“1 think 1 should make it
clear one more time that the
consultation will either be free
and fair or it will not take
place,” said Francesc Vendrell,
chief of the.Asia and Pacific di-
vision of the UN Department of
Political Affairs.

Violence between supporters
and detractors of independence
has risen since Indonesia an-
nounced in January that it
would put East Timor on the
path to independence if its peo-
ple rejected autonomy.

Six Gulf states
to review moves
for better ties
with Iran today

RIYADH, June 11: The six
Arab Gulf states will on Satur-
day review moves to improve
relations with Tehran after a
blazing row between Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emi-
rates, which lays claims to ter-
ritory held by Iran. reports
AFP.

The sensitive issue will on
the agenda of foreign ministers
from Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Saudi Arabia and the UAE at
their meeting in Riyadh, said
Jamil al-Hujailan; secretary
general of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC).

The situation in Irag and the
stalemate between Baghdad and
the United Nations were also to
be examined at the Riyadh
talks, Hujailan said in a state-
ment Friday.

UAE Foreign Minister
Rached Abdallah Nuaimi "will
inform his fellow ministers of
his country's position on the

ra;:éprﬂchement between Tehran .
an

certain Gulf countries” a
Gulf official told AFP.

Gunmen kill

2 soldiers
in Aceh

JAKARTA, June 11: Two In-
donesian soldiers were killed
and six injured when they were
attacked g)y 10 armed men in
the troubled province of Aceh
today, the state news agency
Antara said, reports AFP.

The troops were killed in a
45-minute shoot-out when they
were ambushed as they returned
to the provincial capital Banda
Aceh after guarding a delayed
general election vote in Lamno,
district military commander
Colonel Syariffudin Tippe said.

Earlier police told AFP b
telephone from Banda Ace
that six "soldiers had been
wounded. They were taken to
hospitals nearby.

Earlier in the week, four po-
licemen were killed earlier in
north Aceh.

The province is home to the
Aceh Meérdeka (Free Aceh)
movement, which has been
fighting for an Islamic state
since the mid 1970s and is said
by the military to have threat-
ened voters and officials in this
week's poll.

Separatists and their sym-
pathizers called for a boycott of
Monday's election, demanding
a referendum on the province's
future instead. -

On election day, polling sta-
tions in three districts either
remained closed or failed to at-
tract any voters. Efforts to hold
a new vote on Tuesday and
Wednesday also failed.

1,472 died in
S African police

SRINAGAR. India. June 11:
India staged heavy artillery as-
saults in Kashmir today amid
irowing outrage over the muti-
ated bodies of Indian soldiers
returned by Pakistan, which
cast a shadow over peace talks
scheduled for Saturday, reports
AFP. : *

Military officials said the
mutilated bodies of six Indian
soldiers were to be flown to New
Delhi from Kashmir later in the
day and shown to the press. Is-
lamabad denied charges of tor-
ture as a "crude attempt to ma-
lign Pakistan" through “ridicu-
lous” propaganda.

Defence sources in Kashmir
said Indian troops were staging
fierce artillery duels in north-
ern Indian-controlled Kashmir,
in Gurez sector.

They said that 13 Indian
soldiers, including an officer,
died in fighting Thursday in the
Kargil zone and that 25 Muslim
guerillas had also been killed in
the battle,

An official said Indian mili-
tary casualties had risen to 98
dead, 317 wounded and 10 miss-
ing since the fighting broke out

on May 9.

An air force spokesman said

India conducted "restricted op-
erations with a few flights but
no bombing" in the battle zone
Friday. He said this was due to
bad weather and operational
reasons.

India launched a major mil-
it offensive ‘to oust the "in-
truders"” early May and backed
it up with air strikes which
have continued almost uninter-
rupted since May 26.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Friday said the
army was "giving a befitting re-
ply to the challenge posed by
our neighbour" and reiterated
Saturday's talks would have
only "one point of discussion®,
the "Pakistani intrusions into
Kargil”.

Vajpayee said the Indo-Pak-
istani border was "clearly de-
fined" and "marked on the maps
which bear the signatures of the
representatives of both the
countries,” reiterating on the
eve of talks that Pakistani "ef-
forts" to raise the border issue
"would not succeed.”

Pakistani Foreign Minister

Sartaj Aziz is due to have talks
on Saturday with his Indian
counterpart Jaswant Singh, the
first dialogue since the conflict
broke out.

On the eve of the talks, an
outraged Indian media termed
the "torture” of the six soldiers
-- whose genitals, ears and
noses were reportedly cut off
and eyes gouged out -- an at-
tempt to force India to cancel
the dialogue, '

Some newspapers said the
incident could even threaten
the dialogue between the foreign
ministers.

"Now tell Sartaj Aziz to go
back. Tell him we will talk to
him when we throw his troops
oul of our homes. It is a ques-
tion of a nation's self-esteem."
the Pioneer daily said, under
the headline "Barbarians”.

The Times of India said the
‘torture” of Indian troops would
‘further vitiate the atmosphere"
between the neighbouring ri-
vals. who have fought tEree
wars and staged tit-for-tat nu-
clear tests.

“The possibility of talks be-
ing called off is not entirely

ruled out." it warned.

The Indian external affairs
ministry said it will not "react
in anger” and was waiting for
post-mortem reports.

An Indian air force pilot was
reportedly shot in the head and
chest by Pakistani troops two
weeks ago after his fighter
plane was shot down near the
Kashmir border.

The Indian Express hit out at
Pakistani attermnpts to create a
‘war-like situation and invit-
ing the world to Kashmir" and
urged New Delhi not to rise to
the bait. :

Indian military sources in
Kashmir, meanwhile, told the
Press Trust of India Friday
Pakistan was actively mili-
tarising its Kashmir border
with an additional infantry di-
vision, a brigade and several ar-
tillery pieces and tanks being
moved there.

They quoted intercepted
wireless messages as their
source and added the Indian
army was planninﬁ a "major of-
fensive" with the help of aerial

information on guerilla bases
and camps.
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peace in Kashmir

BEIJING, June 11: Pakistani
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz
told senior Chinese leaders to-
day that Islamabad would seek
a peaceful solution to the sim-
mering conflict in Kashmir
when Pakistan-Indian talks
begin on Saturday in New
Delhi, reports AFP,

Aziz met with Parliamen-
tary Chairman Li Peng and
Foreign Minister Tang Jiaxuan
during a day of consultations
on the Kashmiri issue and other
ilssues of common concern,
China Central Television re-
ported.

"We hope to seek out chan-
nels for a peaceful solution
through the resumption of dia-
logue with India,” Aziz was
quoted by CCTV as telling Tang.

'l myself am going to New
Delhi to have a meeting with
the Indian foreign minister to
make efforts at relaxing the sit-
uation," he said.

Aziz's statement came as
growing outrage in New Delhi
over the mutilated bodies of
killed Indian soldiers returned
to India by Pakistan cast a

shadow over the Saturda
talks. &

“Jaﬂﬁ not clear if Aziz dis-
CUSS € particular issue with
his Chlnﬂﬂephﬂstﬂ.

Li and Tang called on both
Pakistan and India to end hos-
tilities and seek a political so-
lution through dialogue, the re-
port said.

"Pakistan and India are both

important countries in South
Asia, China hopes that Pak-
istan and India will begin from
the maintainence of peace and
stability in South Asia and ex-
ercise restraint, remain calm
and prevent the further inten-
sification of the situation," Li
was quoted as saying.

Aziz late Friday afternoon
returned to Islamabad.

Aziz is scheduled to hold
peace talks with Indian Foreign
Minister Jaswant Singh in tﬁe
hopes of resolving the increas-
ingly tense situation in Kash-
mir.

Singh will then brief the
Chinese when he arrives in Bei-

Jing on Monday for a greviuusly

scheduled two-day official visit.

109 Indian

fishermen

KARACHI, June 11: Around
109 Indian fishermen left for
their country today after Pak-
istan released them amid
heightened tensions in the dis-
puted Kashmir region, officials
said, reports AFP,

Officials said a Pakistan
maritime security agency ship
escorted the Indian fishermen
to the high sea,

The fishermen were arrested

last year for illegally fishing in
Pakistani waterzg ! ;

J.J. Parmar, deputy director
of India’s Fisheries Department
who arrived here last week to
receive the fishermen, thanked
the Pakistani authorities for
keeping the Indians in "good
condition."”

“It has been for the first time
that our boats are kept in good
working condition,” Parmar
added.

Ghazanfar Ali, an official of
the Fishermen's Cooperative
Society of Pakistan said the two
governments had adopted a le-
nient view towards the fisher-
men straying into each other's
waters.

They have also agreed the de-
tained fishermen would not be
ireated as criminals.

NATO commander may reach Kosovo capital today

BELGRADE, June 11: A first
group of Russian peacekeeping
troops entered Yugoslavia from
Bosnia this moming — a day be-
fore NATO forces are due to ar-
rive in Kosovo, the independent

"I news agency Beta reported, re-

ports Reuter,

NATO military sources in
Macedonia confirmed that a
token force of fewer than 100
Russian troops had headed to
Kosovo overland from Bosnia.

“They're going to get their
feet on the ground first, that's
what this is about,” the source
told Reuters,

While tensions continued
between the Western alliance
and Russia, which played a
leading part in brokering an ac-
cord on ending NATO's 78-day
bombing of Yugoslavia. the
news agency said a "significant
number” of transporters and
trucks crossed over around
10:30 am (0830 GMT).

In a story datelined at the
border between Bosnia and Yu-
goslavia, it said the vehicles,
many marked with the "KFOR"
sign — the abbreviation for the
international Kosovo peace-
keeping force — crossed at
Pavlovic. Cuprija near the

Bosnian border town of Bi-
jeljina.

It said they would go through

Belgrade and head south to
Kosovo, although their final
destination was not known.
The report did not say how
manfx troops or vehicles were
involved.

Earlier, a military source
said that NATO's commander,

British Lieutenant -General Sir

Mike Jackson, expected to be in
the Kosovo capital Pristina by
Saturday afternoon after his
forces secured the main road
north from the Macedonian
border.

Jackson planned to hold a
news conference in Pristina at
1600 GMT on Saturday, the
source said.

He said that the NATO plan
called for the main E65 high-
way running from the Macedo-
mnian capital Skopje to Pristina
lo be made safe on Saturday.

British US German. French
and Italian troops will take
part in the thrust into Kosovo
designed to restore peace to the
southern Serbian province and

allow hundreds of thousands of

refugees to retumn.

= In a sharp reminder of mili-

said the U

tary and diplomatic hurdles
still ahead, Russia made clear
on Friday that it was still not
happy in the aftermath of NA-
TO's air campaign.

President Boris Yeltsin said
that Russia's ties with the West-
ern alliance remained frozen
despite Thursday suspension of
the bombing, although he did
not rule out an improvement.

"Relations with NATO are
frozen for the time being. As for
the future, let's wait and see,"
RIA news agency quoted him as
saying.

Talks in Moscow between
Russian and US generals were
suspended amid a deadlock over

whether Russia would be al-
lowed to police Serb-populated
parts of
general said,

sovo, a top Russian

Leonid Ivashov, head of Rus-
sia's delegation at the talks,
side had asked for a
time-out for further consulta-
tions. NATO says it must com-

mand peacekeepers in all of

Kosovo, but Russia wants a sec-

tor of its own.

Earlier, UUS President Bill

Clinton, in a televised address

Russian peace troops enter Y'slavia

to the nation, declared victory
in NATO's air campaign but
said that the coming peacekeep-
ing operation was dangerous.

He also said that Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic
was to blame for the Yugoslavs'
suffering and the United States
would give them no aid for re-
construction while he stayed in
power,

NATQO has massed some
17,500 troops on the borders of
Kosovo, poised to march in on
the heels of retreating Yugoslav
forces. :

The alliance's air cam .
the first action agaigg{gna
sovereign state in its 50-year
history. began on March 24,

The Yugoslav withdrawal
started the day after Belgrade
finally signed a peace deal on
Kosovo, where the West accuses
it of pursuing a brutal ethnic
cleansing campaign which has
forced nearly a million ethnic
Albanians to flee.

Serbian civilians in
Pristina today nervously
awaited the end of the pullout,
which they fear will leave them
exposed to ethnic Albanians
bent on revenge.

A group of ethnic Albanian refugees from Kosovo wave as they say goodbye to other
refugees, leaving for central Albania on Thursday in Kukes. Yugoslav troops were
Thursday rolling out of Kosove, opening the way for the end of the 11-week-old NATO

bombing campaign against Yugoslavia.

—AFP photo
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South Korean navy officers train on board a destroyer off the western port of Inchon
yesterday as tensions mounted in the waters between North and South Korea.
Korean navy vessels rammed four North Korean military boars to force them out of the
South’s waters, escalating a four-day old territorial battle, the defence ministry said.

South

—AFP photo

Pawar warns against facilitating

'foreigner' to become Indian PM

MUMEBAIL June 11: Nation-
alist Congress party (NCP) pres-
ident Sharad Pawar last night
exhorted people not to waste
sacrifices of freedom fighters
and Indian soldiers at Kargil to
evict foreigners by facilitating a
'Foreigner' to become Prime
Minister of the country, reports
Il

"The blood shed by freedom
fighters was lo force foreigners
to quit India, not to facilitate
foreign rule in the country”
Pawar said, addressing a
mammoth NCP rally at he
Shivaji park in Dadar here.

At the outset of the public
meeting, a two-minute silence
was observed in memory of the
soldiers killed in action against
Pakistan-backed intruders in
Kashmir.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by NCP general secre-
taries P A Sangma, Tariq An-
war and its Spokesperson De-
vendra D‘Lﬂ‘ifﬂ:ﬁ.

Film star Jeetendra. who

was a star attraction at the
rally, offered his good wishes to
Pawar.

It was a massive show of
strength by Pawar and his sup-
porters, almost matching an
election meeting addressed last
year by heir target of attack,
Congress chiel Sonia Gandhi.

An estimated crowd of two
lakh people spilled over from
the Shivaji Park of adjacent
roads with large number of
Pawar supporters from western
Maharashtra and representa-
tives from various states
thrnngin%the grounds.

A visibly elated Pawar got a
rousing welcome with burst of
crackers and slogan shoutin
by the ecrowd, which had waite
at the venue from 1400 hours in
heat.

The one-day convention,
billecl as the foundation session
of the NCP at a defining mo-
ment of 'Indian history' unan-
imously adopted a six-page po-

litical resolution declaring ‘The

days ol a single party getting
absolute majority in parlia-
ment seems to belong to the
past’.

The NCP would take a major
lead in helping process of for-
mation of a new alliance with a
new approach to cooperation
and understanding between
secular parties and organisa-
tions. the resolution stated re-
calling that it was such a reali-
sation that led the Congress to
extend support to the United
Front led government in 1996.

"We are witnessing the emer-
gence of a.-new era in which par-
ties which believes in keeping
equidistance between commu-
nal formations on one hand
and the authoritarian and anti-
democratic Congress on the
other, must find ways of coop-
eration by defining and expand-
ing areas of agreement,"” stated
the resolution, which also lam-
basted the 13-month Vajpayee
government as "an unmitigated
clisaster for the country.”

COLOMBO, June 11: Thou-

sands of Sri Lankan soldiers
| mounted another offensive
against Tamil Tiger
today. a day alter fierce fighting
that left nearly
both sides, official sources said,
reports AFP. .

guerillas
100 killed on

Government soldiers began

advancing towards positions of
the separatist Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in the
district of Mannar after consol-
idating in newly taken areas
since mid-May, officials said.

“The operation is underway,"

a military source here said
adding that they
details from the battle front lo-
cated
north of here.

were awaiting
some 350 kilometres

The latest military action

custody in 2 yrs

JOHANNESBURG, June 11:
A total of 1,472 people died
from police action or in police
custody over the past two years,
a government agency said
Thursday, reports AP. -

Neville Melville, who heads
the Independent Complaints
. Directorate, released the figures
at a seminar on a new law in-
tended to combat excessive po-
lice violence.

The directorate was set up af-
ter apartheid ended in 1994 to
receive complaints about a mis-
conduct of police and other gov-
ernment officials. The figure is
in line with a report released
last year that estimated 60 peo-
Ele died every month at the

ands of police.

The issue of police brutality
lingering five years after
apartheid's end emerged again
earlier this year, when the BBC
released videos showing white
cops beating handcuffed black
suspects. One of the suspects
later died, but it was not clear if
the beating or injuries suffered
during an accident caused the
death.

In a separate incident, a star
soccer player was attacked and
shot in the shoulder after police
signaled him to stop his car.

followed intense fighting fur-
! ther north near the town of

Fierce fighting in Lanka

Paranthan where the defence
ministry said troops had killed
45 guerillas for the loss of 16
soldiers. '

Another 29 soldiers were
wounded in fighting that in-
volved long-range artillery and
mortar bomb attacks, officials
said. Military sources said the
casualties on both sides were
closer to 100.

However, the LTTE's clan-
destine Voice of Tigers radio
Friday said they lost only seven
of their fighters and claimed
having damaged an aircraft in-
volved in Thursday's fighting.

Thursday's clashes were
triggered when soldiers

rean na

four Nort
out of the South's territorial
waters in an escalation of a
five-day standoff in the Yellow
Sea, reports Reuter.

push tactic
and 12:10 pm (0240 GMT and
0310 GMT) which pushed three
North Korean patrol boats back
into their territory," said Col
Hwang Dong-kyu, spokesman
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff

S Korea drives
DPRK ships

away

SEOUL, June 11: South Ko-
vessels today drove
Korean patrol ships

"We adopted a bump and
etween 11:40 am

mounted a combined land and | JCS).

air offensive against the posi-
tions of the LTTE near the town
of Paranthan, the defence min-
istry said. |

BRIEFLY

Neither side opened fire dur-
ing the confrontation, he told
reporters.

Iraq accuses Iran of firing missiles

BAGHDAD, June 11: Bagh-
dad on Friday accused Tehran
of firing three long-range mis-
siles into a military base of the
Iranian People's Mujahedeen in
Iraq and threatened a riposte,
reports AFP,

"The Iranian regime carried
out a cowardly attack against
Im% by firing on Thur aﬁ at
8:46 p.m. (1646 GMT) three
long-range surface-to-surface
missiles at one of the bases of
the People's Mujahedeen," a

overnment spokesman told
the Iragi News Agency.

"Let the Iranian regime be
warned against continuing
these aggressive actions which
constitute a dangerous escala-
tion and a threat to the sincere
efforts made to restore good
neighbourly relations.”

. ODne missile left

"Iranian leaders are wrong
to believe there will not be any
ripnste,” he said.

A spokesman for the Muja-
hedeen, the main armed Ira-
nian opposition, said three.
Scud-B missiles hit the group's
Ashraf base, 110 kilometres FEE
miles) northeast of Baghdad,
near the border with Iran. A
fourth missile exploded in
flight.

None of the Mujahedeen
fighters were wounded, said
spokesman Farid Sulaimani,
but Iragis living nearby "suf-
fered." He would not elaborate
on whether they were injured or
their property damaged.

a crater
eight metres by four metres
ards), he added, but gave no
amage estimate.

The Scuds were fired from an
Iranian revolutionary guards'
base called Muntazari at Khor--

ramshahr, more than 800
kilometres (500 miles) to the
south, ‘according to the
spokesman.

The Iraqgi spokesman added:”
"These aggressive and stupid
actions recall the senseless acts
committed by the Iranian
regime which waged war,” with
[raq from 1980-1988.

e missiles were one of a
'series of terrorist acts perpe-
trated by agents of the Iranian
regime, including a truck
bomb;" on Wednesday.

Mujahedeen leader Massud
Rajavi sent an urgent message
overnight to UN chief Kofi An-
nan calling for "an end to these
aggressions.”

o the
Mideast because Israeli Prime Minister-elect Ehud Barak is
still in the process of forming his cabinet. her press office an-
nounced here, AFP reports from Washington,
The First Lady had originally been scheduled to travel to [s-
rael, the Palestinian Authority, Jordan and Yemen in the sec-
ond half of June. '

p()limen kille(i: Five po-

Hillarar po nes Mideast trip: us
First Lady Hillary Clinfon has postponed a planned tri

L - L]
5 Filipino
licemen were slain in a raid by communist insurgents on their
regional headquarters in the central island of Bohol today. po-

lice reports said here, AFP reports from Cebu, Philippines.

A firefight had broken out which was still raging in Batuan
town, the reports said without giving more details. The raid
came after the communist insurgents called off peace talks with
Ehe government on May 30 and threatened to launch more of-
ensives.

Agﬁiﬂll rebels kill 14:0urtcen people were
kill

overnight by Islamic extremists in the Medea region near
Algiers, a security forces spokesman said Friday. The bloodbath
occurred in Sidi Naamane, some 70 kilometers (40 miles) south
of Algiers, AFP reports from Algiers.

New virus hits computers around the globe

SAN FRANCISCO, June 11: A
new e-mail-borne computer in-
fection swept the Internet on
Thursday. showing up quickly
in thousands of computers
around the world and leading to
the shutdown of some corporate
e-mail systems, reports Reuters,

The new infection, “"called
the ExploreZip worm,” can
erase files from a users' com-
puters, making it inherently
more dangerous than the
Melissa virus, which gained no-
toriety for its ability to spread
quickly but not because it de-
stroyed any data.

xploreZip is known as a
worm, not a virus, because it
can't replicate itself. Computer
viruses such as Melissa, which
appeared in March, are written
with the capability to reproduce
through automation.

But even if it can't reproduce
itself, it's spreading its destruc-
tive force quickly, experts said.
Camputers in the US, Germany,

France, Norway, Israel and the
Czech Republic were invaded,
said Finnish computer security
firm Data Fellows Corp.

Network Associates Inc, the
computer security firm, said it
gave ExploreZip a "high risk"
classification because the num-
ber of incidents doubled
overnight and- it has already
shown up on thousands of com-

uters. The company said it be-

ﬁeves the worm originated in
Israel. -

The Melissa virus gained no-
toriety because it was the
fastest-moving virus ever seen,
and another recent virus, the
CIH, or "Chernobyl" virus, in
April, caused severe toa
relatively small number of
computers. "This worm comi-
bines the s of Melissa with
the destructive payload of the
CIH virus," said Wes Wasson, di-
rector of anti-virus products at
Network Associates.

The computer bug is cleverly

disguised as an e-mail that ap-

s to be a response {o an ear-

er message, borrowing a page

from Melissa, which appeared

as a benign e-mail and surrep-

titiously sent messages to other
users.

"I received your e-mail, and I
shall reply ASAP," Lhe
ExploreZip message reads. "Till
then, take a look at the zipped
docs.”

The ~computer experts
warned users to delete that mes-
sage. Users who respond by
clicking on the attached file
will launch the virus into their
computer that will then destroy
Microsoft Outlook, Express and
possibly other e-mail related

documents.

Leading computer security
companies Network Associates
(http:/ /www.nai.com),
Symantec
(http://symantec.com) and
Trend Micro Ine;,
(http:/ /www.antivirus.com) all

Corp.

have offered virus protection
tches that can be downloaded
g";::m their sites to itdentify and
eliminate the hu%.
"Apart from the using the
anti-virus software, we just rec-
ommend that people not open

any file that they can't veri
the origin of," said a Networ

Associates official.

The Washington lobbying of-
fice of one major US corpora-
tion was hit on Thursday, re-
ceiving e-mail with the virus
that appeared to be from com-

any officials in other offices.

ne recipient, unaware of the
malicious nature of the e-mail
attachment, ran the pro-
ramme and lost numerous
iles.

"I think that anyone who
randomly wipes out people's
files is totally obnoxious,” the
person, who asked to remain

anonymous, said. '

Lanka's ruling
coalition wins
regional polls

COLOMBO, June 11: Sri
Lanka's ruling People's Al-
liance coalition won the South-
ern Provincial Council election
but fell short of ing a ma-
jority of the 55 seats on olfer,
officials said today, reports
Reuter,

The coalition won 27 seats,
while the main opposition
United National Party got 21
and the leftist Janatha Vimuk-
thi Peramuna (People's Libera-
tion Front) clinched seven, re-

sults of Thursday's poll an-
nounced by the Commissioner
of Elections revealed.

Some 6,000 policemen were
deployed to check poll violence
in the election, the last regicnal
polls before presidential and
parliamentary elections

scheduled for next year.

o s e e P

Laden apf)ears
on TV

DUBAI. June 11: Millions of
Arabs were able to watch Osama
bin Laden for the first time on
Thursday as he called for a holy
war against his No 1 enemy —
‘the United States, reports AP.

In a 90-minute programme
aired by the Qatar-based al-
Jazeera satellite channel, bin
Laden expressed his admiration
for the people who bombed
American forces in Saudi Ara-
bia in 1995 and 1996 and said
that all Americans are targets.

"They violate our land and
occupy it and steal the Muslims’
possessions, and when faced
resistance they call it terror-
ism." bin Laden said in an in-
terview the Arab world's most
popular television channel,
watched by millions in the
Middle East, North Africa and
Europe.

It was uncertain when or
where the interview took place.
Sources at al-Jazeera said it
was several months old, when
bin Laden was li in a hide-
out in Afghanistan. It was not
clear why the interview was not
aired earlier.

The government-owned al-
Jazeera, accessible to satellite
subscribers, regularly discusses
issues usually untouched by
Arab media. Satellite owner-
ship is extremely common in
the Gulf states, and access to the
channel throughout the rest of
the Middle East, North Africa
and Europe puts the channel's
viewership in the millions.



