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In Custody without Case

seven-year-old boy was picked up by police
Afrnm his shanty at Mohammadpur on Sunday

purportedly for interrogation by a sub-inspec-
tor of Mohammadpur Police Station. The boy was
kept in the thana hajat (lockup) for four days be-
fore being released by the Officer-In-Charge who
thought there was no case against the boy of that
tender age. The ill-fated child had been picked up
by the Sl for questioning for the loss of a cellular
phone of an Engineer who was moving from one
part of the city to another. The boy's father was
helping out with sibling by his side as a curious on-
looker. Reports suggested that because of the inter-
cst taken by a group of newsmen who went to the
Thana on Wednesday noon, the boy may have been
released. The OC admitted to The Daily Star corre-
spondent that there was some 'irregularity’ in the
case. The sub-inspector concerned has been put un-
der suspensiorn.

The boy Firoz should consider himself ex-
tremely lucky to have come out unscathed from a
thana hajat. Although he has been released, there
is no satisfactory explanation from the police, far
less an apology, why the child of seven was de-
tained in the first place when no case against him
could be entertained by them? A thana hajat is the
last place where a father would have wished his
child to spend as many as four nights with other
criminals. There have been instances where po-
licemen picked up street urchins and vagabonds,
specially betore any hartal or street agitation, to
avoid chaos and untoward incidents, Even under
ordinary circumstances they sometimes do it.
These street urchins, tokais and vagabonds are
picked up without warrant and then either let off
or kept in custody. They are also picked up from

time to time under different laws, especially the

Vagrancy Act, and detained in hajats and jails
without any case or trial. There may be many who
are languishing in the jails and subjails of the
country without trial or without having committed
any cognizable offence. Hundreds of under-trial
prisoners are also passing hard days in jails.

This does not speak well of a democratic society
to which we all belong. We strongly urge the Home
Ministry to constitute a task force immediately
which will undertake visits to all the jails, prepare
an authentic list categorising the inmates and set
[ree those against whom there are no cases as a
first instance of justice and fairplay and then deal
with the rest in accordance with the law.

L.et Them Live

UDARSHAN, the 23-year-old African lion at

the Dhaka Zoo. is in its death bed. Sad though it

is, solace for one of the oldest inmates of the zoo
may be that it awaits death at a mature age. Sul-
tana, the five-month-old baby elephant, was not so
lucky; nor were the four tigers, the giraffe, the
orang-utan, the camel or the dolphin that had died
due to lack ol care, Alarming increase in the num-
ber of unnatural deaths of zoo inmates plus, of
coursc, media coverage of purported foul-play
compelled authorities to initiate a probe into the
matter. Subsequent investigation report, reviewed

by the minister for livestock and fisheries himself,

led to a rather regulation measure: the curator and
three more officials were fired. End of the affair.
Highups in the ministry concerned must have
given themselves a pat on the back for a job well
done. Question remains: is it done? Absolutely not,

Over the years, the ministry concerned has been
sluggish to react to the number of allegations
against zoo authorities of maltreatment of the
caged animals together with pilferage of their food.
A few animals had to die before they were fully
convinced that something sinister was actually on.
A closer look revealed cruelty, not indifference.

It is highly unlikely that the disciplinary mea-
sures taken by the ministry will change the lives of
the inmates of the zoo, for it is no longer a question
of replacing a few personnel. On the contrary, atti-
tude of the authorities néeds a change. The zoo is in
a dismal condition, devoid of proper facilities and
required manpower, especially veterinarians. Un-
less of course drastic measures are taken to im-
prove the condition, the animals will be far better
off it they are freed and let back to the place where
they came from, and the zoo is closed. The authori-
ties have proved that they are not up to it.

A reminder for the government: it has shown a
certain degree of proclivity towards nurturing pro-
jects initiated by the father of the nation; they are

cﬁrtainly aware that the zoo was also his brain-
child.

Liquor Deaths Again

IVE liquor casualties in Rajshahi last week, on

top of the huge number of people who had ear-

lier succumbed to fated addiction, clearly indi-
cate that the suppliers of the “deadly brew™ are still
in business. The larger part of the iceberg has
started showing up. An increasing number of peo-
ple are getting so addicted to alcohol that they
blindly indulge in anything passed off as liquor
including a deadly quantity of methanol, Recent
horrifying deaths in Narsingdi may have sent
some scary signals to liquor consumers, but the
consumption overall has hardly lessened, not to
speak of giving up the habit. Now the liquor-re-
lated deaths are not confined to certain districts
only. Even after recent tragedies at Dhaka,
Gaibandha, Tangail and of course, Narsingdi, the

vicious trade conti .
npen?y. inues, may be just only less

After the Narsingdi catastrophe, the Narcotics
Control Department set up a committee which has
submitted its report to the authority concerned.
‘But its suggestions are yet to be made public. The
reported move to implement a set of safety regula-
tions on “liquor™ will generate little effect on the
ground in view of the dismal performance of the
implementing agencies in this particular area.,

The authorities do not seem to have been seri-
ously bothered by the series of liquor related
defaths in the country. Have they really carried on
raids on the blackmarket? If they have, how many
of the suppliers and brewers of the deadly mix have
they hauled up? The citizens would like to know
where they stand in their fight against the recalci-
trant merchants of alcohol. The society is already

Saturated with episodes of liquor-related mishaps.
It does not want anymore of it.

Is War Imminent?

It's Sad and Surprising

The statement by both sides that it is a war-like situation is ominous. The ray
of hope is that the two Prime Ministers still talk about the Lahore
Declaration, which eschews hostilities.

¢¢ HERE are no infiltrators; they are freedom
fighters who are fighting for their right of
self-determiination.” This was Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif's reply to Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee, who told him that the infiltrators
must vacate the territory they had occupied on the
Indian side of the Line of Control (LoC}.

Hearing Sharif's reaction, Vajpayee said: "Il you
are of this opinion, then how can the matter be
resolved?” e conversation took place on the
telephone after the incursions in Kargil. Since
Sharif has himself disclosed this at a function in
Lahore, there is no reason to doubt its authenticity.

Had Sharil made the observation some years
ago, it might have had a ring of credibility. Then
the rigged state polls had eroded the fait of most
youth in the ballot box. Many of them cr ossed into
Pakistan for training and r eturned wilh weapons.
They were the ones who raised the arms. [t was a
response
which shook
Kashmir and

Karpgil it was able to grab through subterfuge and
New Delhi's negligence, Then why should Sharif
say that the Kashmir problem should be settled
by sitting across the table. Islamabad has alr eady
begun using methods which by no stretch of the
imagination suggest peace. He says he is a man of
peace!l How do you square the statement with what
the Pakistan forces are doing?

That such a thing should happen soon after
the Lahore Declaration is both sad and surprising.
It only underlines the fact that the ar med forces
call the shots. They did not like the atmospher e of
bonhomie which was spreading in the two
courntries. They have retarded the process.

Linking the Kargil incursions with the
immediate talks on Kashmir does not make sense.
The caretaker government in Delhi has no
authority to negotiate a settlement with Pakistan
on any subject, much less Kashmir. A new
government,
coming with a
p o o lea r

the rest of

mandate, is the

India.
Yasin Malik

party to be
asked. Strange,

"BETWEEN THE LINES

Islamabad is not

and Shabir
Shah, the two
popular young
leaders, were
among the -
i1 e o

fighters. They _

and many like them spent years in jail. Several
lost their lives. They wanted the Kashmiris to decide
their fate themselves. Their stand has not changed
since. But their methods have. They have r ealised
that a peaceful expression of grievances is far more
effective than violence.

Alter they turned their backs on violence, the
insurgency in the Valley ended practically, A bit of
it has been kept alive by Islamabad through
bribery, instigation and the export of mer cenaries,
including the Afghans and the Sudanese. [rom
Pakistan which Is dotted with training camps.
Participation of locals is very little. But the ISI has
kept it going in the Jammu region by picking
Hindus at Doda and other places and shooting
them down point blank.

To describe the armed men whom Pakistan
pushes into Kashmir as freedom fighters is an
insult to those who did at one time rise for the
cause they consider dear. That they feel still
alienated is a dilferent matter. But they have come
to belleve that their problems can be solved by
sitting across the same table. They want a tripartite
conference, the Kashmiris participating in the talks
between India and Pakistan. Many of them r esent
Islamabad’s intrusion which, they think, is not
helpful to them. Neither does it help their cause —
the peaceful solution they are seeking,

It is apparent that Islamabad has been finding
less and less response among the Kashmiris for
continuing insurgency. Otherwise, it would not
have depended first on mercenaries and now on
Ltheir regular forces. It has been proved beyond
doubt that the Pakistan soldiers cr ossed the LoC
to fight, lead and help the infiltrators in the Kar gil
sector, At places, the Pakistani forces have been
fighting without even dressing up as infiltrators.
It means that the Pakistan forces have been
fighting on the Indian side of Kashmir

That may well be the reason why Pakistan
foreign minister Sartaj Aziz has said that the LoC
is not clearly demar cated. He forgets that after the
Shimla Agreement in 1972, the military
establishments and surveyors of the two countries
took months to delineate the entire LoC, except
the 47 miles which comprise the Siachin glacier
area, As many as 19 maps were signed by both
sides. How can Pakistan riow challenge the very
demarcation of the LoC? The Shimla Agr eement
said that the LoC would not be alter ed unilaterally.
The Lahore Declaration endorsed the Shimia
agreement, How could Pakistan be so categorical
in g%geements when the LoC was vague?

I'hat Pakistan was building a case to justity the
violation of the LoC goes without saying. But it
was not clear that it would use it as an ar gument
to perpetrate the occupation of the territory in

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi »

willing to wait till
mid-October
when the new
overnment will
e in the saddle.

This is,
however, not the first time that Pakistan has tried
to settle the Kashmir issue through infiltrators. It
was done in 1965. Pakistan’s calculation was that
if it were to send infiltrators, there would be
uprisings in Kashmir and it would justifiabl
intervene, The plan failed. After the Banglades
war, | met Ayub Khan in 1972 at his residence in
Islamabad. He denied having anything to do with
1965 war. "It was Bhutto’s war,” he told me.
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto did not deny the char ge. He
said he was of the opinion that India would go fr om
strength to strength, with the establishment of
ordnance factories on the one hand and the public
undertaking on the other. If Pakistan was to defeat
[ndia, this was the time,

In fact, they were Kashmiris — Mohammed Din
from Gulmarg and Wazir Mohammed from
Mendhar, Jammu — who wer e the first to tell the
Kashmir police about the infiltrators. Pakistan's

lans to distribute arms and ammunition to the
ocal population and to or ganise a revolt remained
on paper, There was no response to General Ayub's
broadcast lo the people of Kashmir to exer cise their
right of self-determination. Yes, the 1965 war took
p;aﬂﬂ. Surely, this is not the intention this time
also.

In his book, Ayub Khan, Altaf Gauhar, his
information secretary, has described how Ayub
Khan was not fully aware of Operation Gibraltar
under which Zulﬂl?i’ar Ali Bhutto, the then for eign
minister, sent mujahideen into Indian territory, The
directive issued by Ayub Khan was: "The aim was
to take such action as would defr'eeze the Kashmir
problem, weaken Indian resolve, and bring her to
the conference table without provoking a general
war. However, the element of escalation is always
present in such struggles. So, whilst confining our
daction to the Kashmir area, we must not be
unmindful that India may in desperation involve
us in a general war or violate Pakistan territory
where we are weak. We must, therefore, be
prepared for such a contingency.”

One hopes that a similar dir ective has not been
issued by the top brass, if not Sharif, The statement
by both sides that it is a war-like situation is
ominous, The ray of hope is that the two Prime
Ministers still talk about the Lahore Declaration,
which eschews hostilities.

At Lahore, Sharif read part of a poem written
Ly Vajpayee at the banquet given in his honour at
the Red Fort {Lahore). The poem, captioned “We
shall never allow war to break out,” was an
undertaking not to ever have hostilities between
India and Pakistan. Subsequently. at a civic

reception, Vajpayee himself read the full poem,
poignant with hope and promise,

Because of the Indian blunder and the Mujahideen resolve, the Nawaz Sharif
government, it's Foreign Office, the Army, the ISI and others have coalesced
beautifully to convert essentially a tactical situation to strategic advantage.
Faced with this, will India risk an all out nuclear war? Maturity demands

that India accepts Pakistan's offer for talks to restore peace in South

Asia before the situation escalates out of control.

Disintegration of Established Institutions

We Have the Choice, but We

ILL India lost two combat {et alrcraft in quick
I succession, one a MIG-21 the other a MIG-
27, followed by a helicopter gunship, the
world cared two hoots about an unknown place on
the map called Kargil. The wreckage parked a few
kilometres inside territory indicating cear violation
of Pakistani airspace, intelligence planners in the
west suddenly started to have nuclear jitters if the
scrimmage escalated to full war-scale. Against the
market forces, the Dow Jones Index on the New
York Stock Exchange (NYSE) went down. The moun-
tain ridges dominate for quite a length the only fair
weather supply road to Ladakh (and more
importantly Siachen), the Mujahideen occupying it
have withstood powerful barrages unleashed from
the ground and from the air by the Indians. Ac-
cording to the Indians, they had vacated these
mountain posts along the Line of Control (LOC) in
Rashmir during the winter and a composite
Mujahideen group composed of Afghan war
veterans.,

almost 50,000 Kashmiris have lost their lives (India
confirms only 16,000). Even 16,000 lives in 10 years
would make it the most bloody conflict in the last
decade in the world. Mujahideen have been ent::n'nﬁ

Indian-oceupied Kashmir through minefields an
fire-zones at will despite restraints by Pakistan, it
would require many times the present complement
of 10 Corps to police the whole LOC effectively. The
Mujahideen have motivation. that is why they have
stood fast despite taking such heavy pounding by
air and artillery from the Indians. Their
determination has taken its toll, both physically and
psychologically, desertions from the Indian Army,
not only in the Kargil sector but along the whole
LOC in Kashmir, confirms that Indian rank and file
do not have the motivation or the stomach for such
a fight. The news blackout now makes more sense.
For a moment let us take the predicament of
both the political government and the Indian Armed
Forces with respect to Kargil. Having internation-
alised the conflict
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Pakistan’s contention is that the Mujahideen are
acting on their own as they have done for umpteen
years but if the Indian Armed Forces violate a IargelK
undemarcated LOC in that area or shell or attac
any area on our home side, Pakistan would retaliate
like it did when it shot down at least two of the
three aircrafts downed. To defuse the building
tension Pakistan immediately proposed that Senator
Sartaj Aziz visit New Delhi on June 7, 1999 for peace
talks. In a conciliatory gesture Fit Lt Nachiketa was
released. In a blatant diplomatic snub, India refused
this peace overture through a fire and brimstone
Vajpayee address to the nation. India continues to
give well-attended daily military briefings to the
media, both in New Delhi and Srinagar about
“successes’ in evicting the “Intruders”. After having
given the local Corps Commander one week to clear
the mess, they sacked a Deputy GOC of the rank of
Brigadier.

According to the initial figures given by the
Indians about the size of the "invasion force” ([about
200-600) and the casualties inflicted on the Mu-
jahideen. they have been “wiped out” several times
over. They have now paraded out the identity (ID)
cards on three bodies as "evidence” that they
belonged to the Northern Light Infantry (NLI) of the
Pakistan Army. This must be a new one, if Pak-
istan had to send in this force as infiltrators, would
they have allowed ID Cards on their persons? In
Lhe meantime other than a clear Vajpayee threat to
Pakistan, a significant development has been the
banning of viz (1) all news media from the entire
battle front in Kashmir and (2) Pakistan TV from
being seen in India. As for the second, it is really
unfortunate that the so-called world's largest
democracy should curb information flow in such a
crude manner and as for the first, other than hiding
the truth about casualties and the real situation, it
could be to prevent reporting about a mili build-
u 11::; with respect to a possible Indian adventure either
elsewhere along the LOC in order to relieve the
pressure in and around Kargil or even a massive
heliborne attack behind the ridges to cut off the
Mujahideen occupying them. Attacked directly the
Pakistan Armed Forces will retaliate, how long will
Lie on-going conflict be kept localised?

At this Ume there are exchanges of artillery and
small arms all along the LOC in Kashmir. The
Indians are deliberately targetting civilian villages
in a callous form of “ethnic cleansing” to fﬂl‘ﬂﬂaﬁlﬂ
Inhabitants (who are Muslims) to leave the area,
Dead children, internal refugees and devastated
villages are powerful evidence for the world media
to absorb.

Pakistan's firepower has been focused on Indian
military locations as one cannot expect our gunners
to target their own brethren living across the LOC
in Indian-occupied Kashmir. To cover their military
deployment and build-up the Indians have done a
planned evacuation of civilians in the Kargil Sector.
As regards the Mujahideen, the whole world knows
about the internal revolt within Indian-occupied
Kashmirsince 1989, a period of repression in which

BJP is facing a
make or break
election against a resurgent Congress under Ital-
ian born Sonia Gandhi. The local results in Goa
have shown a trend of voters coming back to
Congress (40%) against BJP's 25% of the vote on
the strength of the charisma of the Nehru-name.
Having its core strength drawn from nationalism
based on the dominance of the Hindu religion
(Hindutva), the military reverses have been a severe
political setback for the BJP. If India does not come
out looking good from this fracas, the voters will
desert them in droves in the national elections,
enough to tilt the balance to Congress, who even
without a majority will have Enmtﬁh seats to make
a stronger coalition government than did the BJP.
India has been flaunting its military might during
the BJP tenure, with Defence Minister Gﬁur%le
Fernandes carrying a particularly big mouth.
Despite the daily bombast of their press briefings,
the Indian Army has been wrong-footed and in call-
ing up air power and in losing the three combat
aircraft, one of them the vaunted MIG-27, their Air
Force has also suffered tremendous loss of pres-
tige. When beth the civilian and the military have
been placed in an embarrassing situation, one has
to logically expect some military adventure to even
the "loss of face”. As regards violation of the Simla
Agreement by breaching the LOC, the Indians have
taken ground thrice across the LOC, not countin
the Siachen incursion, what about those violations
On September 6, 1965, India launched a full-
scale invasion of Pakistan across it's international
borders. Ostensibly the reason was Pakistan Army's
end run to Akhnur in Kashmir, the occupation of
the bridge would have closed the supply route to
Indfan~ﬂ~ccu€led Kashmir. Such a set-piece attack
in strength by many divisions as the Indians did
on Lahore and Sialkot to relieve the pressure
requires considerable amount of time for plannin
and logistics. The die was cast in April/May 196
with the severe mauling of Indian forces n the Rann
of Kutch, causing then Indian PM Lal Bahadur
Shashtri to threaten a war "at a time and place of
our choosing”. Thirtyfour years later, almost to the
day. the Indians have suffered an extensive loss of
men and material but above all, of prestige, Indian
PM Atal Behari Vajpayee has given the same threat,
We can only wait to see whether the Indians will
keep war localised to Kashmir, go for a major
incursion in somie sector, or even attempt a “final
solution” of the “Pakistan problem” by coming across
the international border at a time and place of their
choosing. The imminence of war is rhetorical, it is
almost inevitable. If the Armed Forces cannot hold
them despite our numerical inferiority in
conventional forces, will we refrain from resorting
to the unconventional? Because of the Indian
blunder and the Mujahideen resolve, the Nawaz
Sharil government, it's Foreign Office, the Army,
the ISl and others have coalesced beautifully to
convert essentially a tactical situation to strategic
advantage. Faced with this, will India risk an all out
nuclear war? Maturity demands that [ndia accepts
Pakistan's offer for talks to restore peace in South
Asla before the situation escalates out of control.

Cannot Exercise the Option

HE traditionally estab-

lished publie institutions

in Bangladesh have been
fast erodihg and disintegrating.
The abatement was encouraged
during 16 years of autocratic
governance in the 1970s and
80s initiated through military
interventions in the name of
the welfare of the peaple (the
usual alibi).

Today. after 28 years, the
country fias not progressed as it
should. even at a slow rate, un-
der normal expectation, espe-
cially morally and ethically,
and the break-down process has
in fact accelerated. (and the to-
tal collapse appears to be round
the corner!) The leaders and the
Janata are watching the situa-
tion rather helplessly,

A poor emerging nation has
a lot of 'other' priorities: and
the short-listed items are also
too many lor deep and unhur-
ried attention by those who

overn and administer. The

ase enemy is Lhe political in-
stability. which simply refuses
to go away, decade alter decade.
Il indirectly means we have not
yet [ully paid the rice of libera-
tion, regardless of the rhetorics
by the authorised noise-mak-
ers. It needs moral courage to
identify and point cut the na-
tional weaknesses. The short-
cut and the safety valve is to
blame other groups or parties
who claim to be equally patri-
otic. This subjeclive competi-
tion in displaying patriotic fer-
vour has become a contempo-
rary culture. And, sure enough,
symbolically. vultures are hov-
ering above,

The restoration of demo-
cratic governance since the be-
ginning of the '90s has not im-
proved the situation, as today
the ﬁulitical confrontation has
reached its peak, as the com-
morn messes await with trepida-
tion the threatened one-point
ouster movement of the com-
bined opposition parties. The
culture of good politics is under
terrorist attack: the policy ad-
ministration has almost bro-
ken down, and the law and or-
der situation is such that it is
not sale either at home or out-
doors.

A quick glance through the
alphabetical index would be re-
vealing enough for a quick up-
date:

The national Airline is run-
nirtg at a loss, and the human
systemn logs is high. the reasons
are known, and the remedial
measures within the control of
the government. The Agricul-
ture sector is traditionally at-
tentive, for more reasons than

by Alif Zabr

one; but rural IIIEII‘kE:U'I]F niech-
anism has yet to take founda-
tion.

The Book-keeping of the na-
tion is difficult to audit (the
problem is less with the audit
than with other factors, mostly
human). The Banks have lig-
uidity problems; and the loan-
default culture is smouldering
in its own glow. Broadecasting
has become a shy maiden. The
modern electronic mass media
has been fparal},rzed by eve
regime (for reasons well
known}.

The Civil Service officers
know themselves that a drastic
modernisation reform is long
overdue; but who will bell the
cat? The stress on Communica-
tions appears to have been
misplaced. The time lost cannot
be recovered! The Counter Ser-
vice is better serviced behind
the counter.,

Is the Defence services
bloated for a poor and small
country such as Bangladesh?
There is too much secrecy
maintained in the parliament
to review defence policies (lean
and Lrim),

The Energy sector is poor in
energy reforms, and even then
not lfast enough. Time is wasted
through mountain of f{iles,
seeking loopholes to plug unof-
ficial gaps (the rent-seeking cul-
ture}, The Electricity Acts, and
actions are outdated, and bene-
fit a microscopic minority
through the back doors (it can-
not be proved, and it won't be
atdmitted, such is the culture),

Fishery is said to be doing
well, including fishing in trou-
bled waters, Foreign policy
needs consensus — there is a
strange unanimity about the
latter.

Governance is like a smal]
boat overcrowded with passen-
gers in stormy weather. The
over-crowding is due to picking
up of the survivors from previ-
ous disasters (it is alleged, or
claimed],

The Highways have to many
culverts and bridges per run-
ning kilometre, and there are
thousands of km of embank-
ments in this deltaic region to
prevent artificial flooding.

The IWT has unfortunately
received much lower priority
than the topography deserves,

The active law makers have
hardly any time for further
stages of land reforms. Perhaps
it is connected with the estab-
lishment of the new local gov-
ernment system, now under
way (but subject to controversy,
according to the Opposition).
The days of 'liberal' Licenses

and permits are not yet over.
The more the paper work. the
more opportunities for the
pseudo ?ﬁgurlunists and rent
seekers. our is under labour,
and do not labour: and normal
delivery is not expected,

The Minerals are still un-
derground. lying untapped.
waiting for a national polic
(like the Gas policy), altgnug
the hard rocks have come up
earlier. Some official activity is
now discernable. The national

Marine policy needs more pub-
licity [we have to control more
waters than land). Our huge
Manpower is much exploited,
and travel to the four points of
the compass; but locally, they
preter the over-crowded streets,
under preferential treatment.

As for 0Oil, there must be
some deep underground or off-
shore (the Assam belt is con-
tiguous), but we must find time
to dig further, than concentrate
on surface oiling. One-stop
[Counter] Service is beyond the
dreaming stage,

Politicitization of the estab-
lished institutions is porous
enough for semi-transparent
assessment.

The proven Railway system
has been made outdated, for
reasons which need a probe.
The BB Jamuna Bridge can re-
vive the BR. The priority is still
low down,

The Stock Exchange is un-
able to sustain 'inventory' con-
trol of its financial assets. The

lalter have solidified and lost

its mobility. The Shipping pol-
ley is rudderless.

Trade and Commerce is getl-
ting due attention under con-
stant pressure from the Cham-
bers of Commerce [money is
round, and made to roll, not {lat
and made to pile up). Trade im-
balance with the neighbours is
more than disappointing,
Transport is a very visible sec-
tor, therefore slow progress
would cause grumbling. The
credit for the fast development
of the Textiles and ready-made
garment sector goes to the pri-
vate sector.

W is for Women. The thrust
is there, internally and exter-
nally: and from all sections of
the society. Four cheers for the
Better Half, and five for the

Wﬂrkjn%w-:}man!

The Youth is not lagging be-
hind. The code word is YEP
(courtesy The Daily Star). Y is

also for 'Yes', overused at offi-
cial level.

Z has two meanings: Zero or
Zenith. We have the choice, but
we cannot exercise the option,

Startling views of

Star News!

Sir. T was watching the Star
News on the Star TV on 1 June
at 9:30 pm, i.e. the day after
Bangladesh cricket team's his-
loric victory over Pakistan in
the World Cup. The 'Sports Re-
port’ came as usual where the
news ol Greenidge's dismissal
as the coach, Miandad's possi-
bility of becoming the new
coach etc., were being telecast,
At one point the newscaster, re-
ferring to the victory of
Bangladesh, commented: "...
yesterday's 'shocking' win over
Pakistan.”

This came as a rude shock to
me and, I believe, to many oth-
ers who were watching that
news. If the newscaster would
have said. "...Pakistan's shock-
ing deleat to Bangladesh”, it
would have made sense regard-
ing cricketing point of view.

But how come this unique
viclory of our team appear
“shocking” to the Star News?
Bangladesh in that game
snatched victory outplaying
Pakistan in every department.
Even Wasim Akram admitted
the fact and appreciated
Bangladesh as the better side of
that mateh. True. the result was
unexpected, even to us. How-
ever, there are quite a good
number of lexicons in the En-
glish language which express
‘wonder’ and 'appreciation’ at
the same time for describing
such unexpected wins. But as a
neutral media, this very treat-
ment of the Star News was ut-
terly negative. As a cricket
lover 1, along with my friends,
am severely disappointed.

Feeda Hasan Shahed
15t Year (Commercel
Notre Dame College, Dhaka.

Money from

abroad

Sir, We all know that the
second largest foreign exchange
earning of our country come
through the remittances of our
people living abroad. But unlor-
tunately more than 50 per cent
of such remittances still are not
coming through prﬂper chan-
nel. The major part of it is com-
ing through a third country,
most cases India.

People who work abroad, get
a little more than what they
would if they send their money
through innumerable agents
engaged in this business.

[n entire Sylhet division
there are hundreds of agents
who are very efficiently work-
ing to reach the money to the
pafxee promptly, even in remote
villages and the amounts being
little more than government
official rate. But what is more
important is quick receipt of

the money by the recipient. It is
reported that one or two private
banks are also engaged in this.

To check leakages, the then
government in early seventies
used to pay Tk 30 for a pound to
a remitter though official rate
was Tk 20. It yielded a good re-
sult.

To gel more return for their
earning in the ME countries,
some unscrupulous people (ry to
smuggle gold in the country and
cfiu: often they are caught at
the airport.

Foreign exchange so lost is
colossal and our government
may take measures to stop these
leakages. | suggest only a few
points:

1. The government may add
a lew Taka more for a Pound or
Dollar and give a wide publicity
in local (UK/Middle East] pa-
pers of this facility to remitters.

2. The government must en-
sure prompt payment to the
payees and latest communica-
tion system leaves us no margin
for delay.

3. The government may ap-
point private agencies having
offices both ends to collect
money and reach the payee on
somme commission.

4. Control of government or
nationalised banks shall work
negatively as we know from our
experiences and therefore must
ensure free hand of the private
agencies,

A Zargham
Dhaka

GDP 5.2 per cent?

Sir, Earlier our government
projected 3.8 per cent GDP and
now our Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria, Agriculture Min-
ister Begum Motia Chowdhury
and State Minister for Planning
Dr Mohiuddin Alamgir claim
the growth rate 5.2 per cent in
the current fiscal 1998-99.

The World Bank Representa-
tive in Dhaka said the growth
rate was miraculous. The for-
mer Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman has termed the claim
absurd. irrational and doc-
tored. He said that any person
who has minimum economic
sense would believe that the

‘agricultural

growth rate cannotl be 5.2 per
ceill GDP this fiscal year.

We, the common people, are -
in a lix to understand and to
realise the truth and reality.

For the sake of accountabil-
ity and fransparency, knowl-
edge and information we would
request the relevant authorities
to Kindly let us know in detail
as lo how under what formula
and basis. they have enumer-
ated and worked out the GDP for
1998-99, and what is the accu-
rale: GDP according to their re-
spective calculations?

0. H. Kabir
6. Hare Street
Wart, Dhaka-1203

Agri output

Sir, With keen interest I
have gone through an article ti-
tled — "Agricultural Extension
in the 21st Century” by Prof Dr
Muhammed Hussain, Vice
Chancellor, Bangladesh Agri-
cultural University (BAU) pub-
lished in some newspapers and
which was based on the speech
the VC had delivered at a sym-
posium on Agricultural
Extension at BAU recently.

The article has very cred-
itably focused on some impor-
tant strategies of Agricultural
Extension to meet the chal-
lenges in the coming century.
But unfortunately I could not
locate anything stressing the
importance of Agri. Extension
as a profitable economic in-
vestment in the article. As per
economic research, investment
in agricultural extension yields
high returns on investment.

According to a UNDP survey,
worldwide, nearly S6 billion or
only about 0.5 per cent of the
ross domestic
product (AGDP) is being spent
on agricultural extension. In
the developing countries like
Bangladesh, investment in the
Agri, Extension sector is too
meagre. Same is the case with
agri. research. But in order to
increase agricultural produc-
tivity and development, ade-
quate and sustained investment
in agricultural extension as
well as research is a must.

We would like to draw the
attention of the government to
the above stated matter.

M Zahidul Haque
Bangladesh Agricultural In- '
stitute,

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-
1207,



