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Man of the

LONDON, June 10 (AP): Neil
Johnson was delighted to be-
come the first Zimbabwean to
score a century at Lord's but
said it was a "downer" coming
in Wednesday's World Cup Su-
per Six loss to Australia.

The hallowed turf at the
game's headquarters spurred
the 29-year-old lefi-handed
batsman, whose strokeful cen-
tury highlighted what South
Africa had missed by allowing
Zimbabwe's prodigal son to re-
turn home,

Johnson. who returned to
Zimbabwe — the country of his
birth — last year after failing to
impress the South African se-

Saber slams
Greenidge

President of Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB]) ancF Deputy
Minister for LGRD and Cooper-
atives Saber Hossain Chowd-
hury yesterday termed Gordon
Greenidge's remarks as being
“unacceptable and desperately
disappointing”, reports BSS,

Commenting on Bangladesh
cricket former coach of
Bangladesh cricket team Gor-
don, in an interview with The
Sunday Times of London, said,
"Bangladesh is a poor countyy
and they feel under pressure”,

“This reference to poverty
and the portrayal of Bangla-
desh as a poor country has
infuriated many," Saber
Chowdhury said. adding. "BCB
officials were also visibly upset
at this latest derogatory com-
ment of Gordon about Bangla-
desh and its cricket,"

The BCB president went onto
say "our crickelt team has
proved to the world we are one
of the richest nations in terms
of spirit, self belief and courage
and what Gordon may or not
say will not change this.”

moment

lectors, complimented his men-
tor, former Test cricketer Ke-
pler Wessels.

In his rare moment in the
spotlight, Johnson lauded Wes-
sels' contribution in shaping
his first-class career.

"I'd say, Kepler (Wessels) is
one of my big mentors.” he said.
"He started me in first-class
cricket... he's a superb man, a
hard man."

Wessels was among those
who persistently backed John-
son during his stint with East-

ern. Province before he moved
on to Natal. '

Johnson said scoring a cen-
lury was a great occasion for
him but losing the game was "a
downer.”

'l suppose it (scoring a World
Cup century) is one of the best
things I've done but it's no good
losing the game... that's a bit of
a downer," he said. "I'd have
loved to have gone and won it
for the boys."

Johnson primarily a mid-
dle-order batsman who has
turned into an opener for Zim-
babwe, moved to South Africa
at the age of 10 when his par-
ents immigrated.

Making a mark as a youn
cricketer, Johnson was pick
for South Africa 'A' side's tour
to Zimbabwe in 1994-95 but
subsequently went into an
oblivion.

He played English County
cricket for Leicestershire for
one year but his hopes of mak-
ing the Test side did not materi-
alize,

During this period, Johnson
ot invited back of Zimbabwe
y Denis Streak, father of Zim-

babwe test cricketer Heath, but
did not accept the offer imme-
diately.

Johnson waited for the
South African selectors to no-
tice him again before realizing
he had a better future in Zim-

See page 14
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STANDING: Brilliant Zimbabwe all-rounder

SR !

Neil

‘wunson acknowledging the applause from spectators after

reaching his hundred against Australia.
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conquered

LONDON, June 10 (In-
ternet report): World
record holder Lance
Klusener's unbeaten run
in one-day internation-
als came to an end agai-
nst New Zealand at
Edgbaston today,

Bowled for just four by
Gavin Larsen, Klusener
scored 400 runs without
dismissal in one-day in-
ternationals to overhaul
Javed Miandad's 16-year
record of 395,

Below are all his 10 innings from today's dismissal stretching

back to his last:
Date Venue

Feb'99 Christchurch New Zeamnd ~87™ ¢ Twose Hom 0t
Feb'99 Auckland New Zealand 103*

Mar '99 Napier New Zealand 35*

Mar '99 Auckland New Zealand 13*

Mar ‘99 Wellington New Zealand 35*

May '99 Hove India 12

May ‘99 Northampton Sri Lanka a2*

May '99 The Oval England 48*

May '99 Amstelveen Kenya dnb

May '99 Chelmsford Zimbabwe ot

Jun'99 Trent Bridge Pakistan 46*

Jun'99 Edgbaston New.Zealand 4 b Larsen

Total r 'ns (10 innings)

400
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SWASHBUCKLING: South African skipper Hansie Cronje in smashing form against New
Zealand at Edgbaston yesterday. -

— Internet photo

EDGBASTON, June 10: Itis a
fairly legitimate guestion what
was a Bangladeshi doing at a
South Africa-New Zealand
match at Birmingham? I cir-
cled the entire Edgbaston
ground, home to the Warwick-
shire County, but could not lo-
cate one beside myself. Not even
any other of the about a dozen
in the Bangladeshi press en-
tourage, ;

On an overcast day, with
forecast of brighter weather
ahead, there were a few Indian
supporters as gathered from
their blue and yellow tops, and
a few Pakistanis. The Indians,
fresh from Azharuddin’s third
consecutive triumph over Pak-
istan in the World Cup, sported
T-shirts and caps to give them
away; the Pakistanis seemed to
have gone into hiding. Or they
could have been wiser to miss
an uninferesting match.

Most of the fans, who be-
trayed their preference, were
wearing the South African
rugby shirt. There were some
with the flags too. A few came
with the All Blacks T-shirt of
the New Zealand rugby team.
But, the colour and the noise
that is seen in a match involv-
ing the sub-continent teams
were not there. The mood was

cricket.

This was surprising as Birm-
ingham has a very large con-
centration of Indians and Pak-
istanis. But, as there was virtu-
ally no interest for either. tick-
ets bought by them must have
been sold to those more inter-
ested bulk of them South
Africans, a few New Zealanders.
and the English who wanted to

too sombre for our kind of -

From Nizamuddin Ahmed

see a good game,

Pravin [rom London, an In-
dian supporter. was with her
friend. Her interest in the game
was to see South Africa win but
also to see India qualify.

So if New Zealand could do
us a favour he let out with seri-
OUSNESS.

What was she doing in this
match? It's the structure of the
World Cup. You have to buy the
Super Six tickets in advance,
and you do not know which
teams are going to qualify. So
you are stuck with what you got,
frustration showing all over
her face.

But all was not futile as she
came lo see his favourite plaver
Lance Klusener to do some
damage in the end.

Pravin and her [riend have
not given up hope on India's
chances, although they admit-
ted they were very slim.

Other Indian presence in and
around the ground included
sand sculptor Sudarsan Pat-
inaik from Puri. He was busy
outside the stadium sculpting
Lord Krishna from sand. His
visit was part of the publicity
campaign by Indian tourism
industry to lure tourists in the
new millennium.

Sudarsan, who has been into
this art form for the past five
years dreams of establishing a
permanent Sand Sculptures
Village on the Puri beach. Hav-

ing flown all the way from In-
dia and working away on the
doorsteps of Edgbaston, he
would however not be watching
the cricket match inside. Not
even if India were playing, he
said. His interest obviously.was
in the higher spheres.

Asians take a break

Lahorite A. Ahmed found the
match very boring as he too was
stuck with a ticket. He seemed
angry. You could not blame him
for tickets cost sixty pounds
each. He seemed to have no in-
terest whatsoever in the goings-
on and was wandering outside
the stadium after ten overs of
the match. He had a Pakistani
shirt on, the only one that could
be spotted.

Briton Mathew Carring was
a New Zealand fan. He had been
following all their matches, but
this was.the first one he had
come to watch. Why was he
here?

1 have been to New Zealand.
[ think it's a beautiful country.
It's my day-off, so I thought I
would come and watch the
game, said the tall fellow wear-
ing a Kiwi T-shirt,”

Mathew thought the game
would be tight but he predicted a
New Zealand win as South
Africa were struggling a little
bit at the moment.

New Zealands hopes must lie
on the failure of the South
Alfrican top order in the tour-
nament. "Klusener can not do it
every time, can he?” Asked
Mathews friend. Only they did
not know then, the topmost or-
der was doing very well.

Warwickshire fans had a
completely different reason to
come to the match. They had
come to see the duel between two
of their sons of the early 1990s,
as it were, -- Allan Donald and
Roger Twose. Who would knock
whom that was their question.

Kevin Murphy and his girl-
friend have come all the way
from South Africa. You could
See page 14

Lord's on June 9.

‘Mark Waugh in the slips fails to gather an
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edge from Zimbabwe opener Grant Flower at
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LONDON, June 10: Aus-
tralian cricket World Cup cap-
tain Steve Waugh today hit back
at Shane Warne's detractors,
predicting the leg spinner will
prove a match-winner in the
make-or-break game against
South Africa, reports AFP.

Doubts over Warne's form,
however, reached new levels be-
fore Sunday's Super Six match
al Headingley. Defeat could see
Australia knocked out before
the semi-finals,

"Bowling, Warne!" has been

one of cricket's enduring

marntras over recent years but it
was conspicuously absent at
Lord's against Zimbabwe on
Wednesday:.

Australia wom, but Warne,
once the jewel of their bowling
line-up, was hammered for 55
off nine overs.

Waugh, however, said he was
confident Warne would emulate
team-mate Glenn McGrath by
rediscovering his form.

"You have to back your
bowlers,” he said. "He'll come

ood when the time is right,
e’ll bowl his best when the
game hangs on his 10 overs.

"I'm not worried. They

layed pretty well and he went
or a few. I don't read too much
into it.

"South Africa's a big game
and a pointer to who win
the tournament. They certainly
won't give us anything — to beat
them we will have to keep our
intensity up."”

~ Waugh's defence of Warne,
however, left many uncon-

vinced as Australia's bowling

attack comes under increasing
scrutiny, from critics and op-
posing batsmen alike.

‘Steve stands by Shan

Zimbabwean Neil Johnson,
who hit an undefeated 132, in-
cluding four boundaries off a
Warne over, said: "he gave me a
bit of width ... he gave me a few
bad ones.

"He wasn't tuming it."

Warne, once re
world's best bowler but still
short of his best

Cup.
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'SHANE WARNE

Against the Test-playing
teams, hbwever, his record is
six for 209, at an economy rate

of 4.6 an over.

In the two games in the Su-

per Six second stage-matches

that really matter, according to

Waugh — he has taken one for

104 off 15.2 overs, conceding

almost seven six balls.
Warne, struggling for spin

ded as the

following
shoulder surgery last year, has
taken 10 wickets in the World
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and loop, has removed only two
top-class batsmen, Shivnarine
Chanderpaul of the West Indies
and New Zealander Craig
McMillan. during the tourna-
ment.

For most, that would be a
dropping offence.

Waugh argued in mitigation
that Warne had been brought
into the attack early 'on
Wednesday, when fielding re-
strictions were still in place.
"It's not easy for a spinner in
the first 15 overs,” he said.

But staunching run-flows
and dismissing dangerous
batsmen is exactly what Warne
is selected to do.

The portly 29-year-old Vie-
torian was dropped for the first
time in seven years from the
Test team earlier this year, re-
placed by rival leg spinner Stu-
art MacGill,

Now his one-day form is un-
der scrutiny.

Sunday's match against
South Africa is vital for both
Warne and Australia. Australia
desperately need the points.
Wame needs to make one.

Waugh stressed his confi-
dence in Warne's ability and
pointed out that McGra&. the
architect of wins over West In-
dies and India, had made a slow
start to the tournament.

He said the Zimbabwe bats-
man had played Warme well on
what he described as the best
batting pitch of the tourna-
ment,

"He's got a bit of a sore
shoulder but he will be okay. He
would have liked to bowl better
but the whole game wasn't
hanging on his 10 overs."

Home away from home

LONDON, June 10 (Internet):
Edgbaston will be like a home
from home for three plar:ra at-
tempting to make a further
stride towards the World Cup
semi-finals in today's Super Six
match between New Zealand
and South Africa. -

The Kiwis, deprived of a pos-
sible two peoints by the washout
at Headingley against Zim-
babwe, need victory to main-
tain their hopes of reaching the
last four while favourites South
Africa need just one more win
to secure their semi-final spot
and would rather not enter
Sunday's crunch match with
Australia still unsure of their
progress.

But both sides are able to call
upon players with local knowl-
edge with New Zealand's Roger
Twose having been a regular in
Warwickshire's side for six
years while South Africa's Al-
lan Donald, Shaun Pollock and
coach Bob Woolmer also have
extensive links with the county:.

"Quite a few of us will be
looking on this almost as a
home game.," admitted Pollock,
the overseas player at Warwick-
shire in 1996.

"Both Allan and myself have
enjoyed our time here and there
is Roger on their side as well.

"From what we've seen so
far, it looks like a tﬁpical Edg-
baston wicket with a bit of
bounce for the bowlers early on
but hopefully enough runs in it
as well."

Pollock is likely
greatly encouraged by the
prospect of early bounce having
claimed just three wickets in
his six World Cup matches to
date - even if he has established
himself as one of the most
miserly bowlers in the tourna-
ment.

b

ta be

'I'd like a few more wickets,
but I'm still doing a job with re-
gards to the economy rate even
though that gets frustrating af-
ter a while - it's nice to get a few
high fives when you pick up a
couple of wickets," he ex-
plained.

“I'm still doing a job for the
side which is the main thing

and I've worked on a few things
in the nets to hopefully my luck
will improve during the rest of
the tournament.

"We've played quite well so
far, but there have been a few
players we have relied upon
over the last few years who
haven't hit form so far in the
tournament and if they click as

well we can really move up a
gear.

"I think it's important to
look at things like that posi-
tively, some of the guys haven't
gone as they'd like to but they
are good enough players and
they are working hard enough
on their game and it's only a
matter of time before it clicks."
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Star South African batsman Jacques Kallis follows through
on a full blooded lofted drive against New Zealand.

— Internet photo

All's well for Aussies

LONDON, June 10 [AP): To-
day Zimbabwe, tomorrow the
World ... Cup.

"After Wednesday's 44-run
win over tournament leader
Zimbabwe in a Super Six match
at Lord's. Australian skipper
Steve Waugh said “"as far as we
see it" Australia only have three
more games to play to win the
World Cup. !

Waugh, one of only two sur-
vivors from Australia's last
winning campaign in 1987,
scored 62 runs and shared a
match-winning 129-run part-
nership with twin brother
Mark, who scored 104 to be-
come the first non-Indian cen-
turion in this tournament.

Sent in to bat, Australia
scored 303 for four in 50 overs
after No. 3 batsman Ricky
Pointing ignited the run-rate
with by blazing 36 off 35 balls;
the Waugh brothers combined
for the third wicket and
Michael Bevan (not out 37) and
Tom Moody (not out 20 ) put on
95 in the final overs.

In reply, a spirited 132 not
out from opener Neil Johnson
had Zimbabwe in a winnin
sition at 150 for one until the
Australian bowlers seized con-
trol of the game and restricted
their opponents to 259 for six.

Johnson, a South Africa dis-
card; became the first Zimbah-
wean to score a ceéntury at Lord's
and shared a national record

second-wicket partnership
(against a Test-playing nation)
of 114 with Murray Goodwin
(47) before Bevan broke the
combination and turned the
game.

Australia’s next Super Six
game is against South Africa
on Sunday; by which time all.
the other second-round games
will be completed.

Steve Waugh said Australia
will know, after Saturday, ex-
actly what it has to do against
South Africa to qualify for the
semifinals.

"We've just got to win every

ame from here," he said after

ednesday's win." "We've going
pretty well — we've got three
games to go as we see it.

"To beat South Africa you
have to keep the intensity up.
We like playing tough games in
pressure situations.

‘'l like playing South Africa,
they're my tavourite team to
play against. I'm not afraid of
them (because) we've done well
against them in one day cricket
and they know it," he added.

Waugh said the match
against South Africa would be
"a good pointer to see who goes

on to win the World Cup.

Zimbabwe captain Alistair
Campbell, who won the toss,
said he sent Australia into bat
hoping to restrict them to 230
or 240 runs because he thought
there might be some moisture

in the pitch early.

"To be honest we had a good
first 10 overs keeping them to
35 for one but between the 10th
and 15th overs we went for 50
runs and that set their innings

~off," he said.

"We batted well, obviously at
150 odd for one that was a ‘E;od
launching pad but we lost three
or four wickets at a critical
stage and that was it. It's never
easy chasing 300." :

For the bowlers, a pitch that
Steve Waugh described as the
"best batting track in the world"
proved treacherous as only 10
wickets fell in 100 overs while
more than 560 runs were con-
ceded.

Waugh said Australia's bat-

ting was excellent but the
bowling effort was "pretty ordi-
nary."
Australian pace spearhead
Glenn McGrath couldn't repro-
duce the devastating buw?il;.{g
that has seen him become the
most feared bowler in the com-
Fetitinn since returning to his
avoured new ball bowling
role.

McGrath, who took 5-14
against the West Indies — in-
cluding Brian Lara — to ensure
Australia qualified for the Su-
per Six and removed Sachin
Tendulkar in a three-wicket
haul as he routed India's top or-

_der last Friday, only ‘managed

See page 14




