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globally before we can act gl

pletely thrown by the wayside.

failed to rise to the occasion.

campaign

would not like to

ﬁrﬂparaturj{ steps to

fined. It is not enou
facilitatory role for
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ket.

process is still unprepared to catch up with the gl
process started as early as in 1993 with the Uruguay Round.
So flawed and perfunctory has been our approach to globalisa-
tion that we risk being sucked into it, ill-prepared, if not com-

tion, its implications for them, what it req !
do and what benefits they can derive if they assimilate into
the process. The farmers, workers, consumers must, out of
sheer necessity, understand the full implications of free
and liberalised trade envisaged by the WTO, so that they
can fend for themselves through the teething phase of
relaxed controls and lacked subsidisation in a burgeoning
open market context. Ideally, if the entrepreneurs cry hoarse
for a level-playing field there is no reason why the producers
%lave one for them in a globalised economy.
The information campaign to exercise the public mind on
globalisation has to move in tandem with efforts undertaken at
the top levels of both public and private sectors to enhance
our negotiating capabilities at the WTO forum and outside it.
Apart from the mental conditioning we suggest four specific
glnbalisatmn. First, the relationship
etween the public and private sectors will have to be rede-
to say that the public sector will play a
e private sector; in fact, to all intents and
purposes, the private sector has to play not just a leading, but
a dominant role interacting on its own strength with private
sectors in other countries. Secondly, while we set up backward
es to the garments industries on a double-quick basis to
be self-reliant in the manufacturing process before the MFA's
quota cover goes by 2005, our criti
sector for up to 70 per cent of our export-earning must also be
brought to end. We should diversi?
vegetables, and even toys, the last named alone yielding an
export bonanza for Singapore. Thirdly, we can use the regional
window of SAPTA or SAFTA to tie u
zones in a bid to gain the widest possible access to world mar-
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Caught Napping by (zlobahisation
IT is in the mind of man that a battle is either won or lost. To
m

ect the challenge of globalisation we certainly have to think
obally. But the national thought-

obalisation

This is one subject of supreme importance to our national
life, economy, nay, survival, that _
least talked about. Why? Are the points at issue here too stiff,
enormously complex and far too difficult for a layman to
understand those. We certainly don't think they are. In fact, in
this editorial we proceed from the assumption that gl
tion is not an exclusive preserve of sophisticated intellectuals
and professional experts, Ironically though, even at the expert
level the subject has been discussed only intermittently and
half-hearted[ly scarcely with an eye to developing a broad-
based consensual strategy to benefit by globalisation.
Politicians did not take it up because they thought it was polit-
ically drab; intellectuals trapped in their conventional wisdom,
failed to see how Bangladesh could fit into the
of things; bureaucrats who are like the moon taking light from
the sun did not warm up to it; and, introspectively, the media

ortunately has been the

obalisa-

global scheme

Yet all is not lost. We believe we ean make up for the lost
time and attune ourselves to it if we launch a full-sqale
to educate and sensitise people about globalisa-

uires of them to

dependence on the RMG

into cut-flowers, fruits,

with other free trade

Last but not the least, our cost of production will have to be
competitive with that of our trade partners. We can only
ensure this through efficiency and fiscal support.
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Dawn of Democracy in Indonesia

by Harun ur Rashid

Indonesia has adopted a different voting system from that of Bangladesh. For
the election of national Parliament, the Indonesians vote for a party, not a
candidate and parties win seats on the basis of the proportion of votes they win
in each province (27 in number). Accordingly, almost half of the total seats will
come from the less populated outer islands. There are 500 seats in the national
parliament, of which 38 are reserved for appointees from the military.

NDONESIA'S 127 million
registered voters went to

polls on 7 June to elect their

members of national
Parliament, provincial
Farliaments and in many areas
ocal councils. In essence, three
elections were held on that date.
Ballot counting will continue
till 21 June and formal
announcement of the results
will take place from June 28 to
July 8.

Indonesia comprises of more
than 13 thousand islands from
the Malay peninsula in the west
to Papua New Guinea to the east.
The total population is more
than 200 million, of which 29
per cent live in urban areas.
About 87 per cent are Muslims,
9 per cent Christians, 2 per cent
Hindus and less than one per
cent Buddhists. Prior to the cri-
sis per capital income was more
than USSY80.

Indonesia has adopted a dif-
ferent voting system from that
of Bangladesh, For the eleclion
of national Parliament, the In-
donesians vote for a party, not a
candidate and parties win seats
on the basis of the proportion of
votes they win in each province
(27 in number). Accordingly,
almost half of the total seats
will come from the less popu-
lated outer islands. There are
200 seats in the national par-
liament, of which 38 are re-
served for appointees from the
military. The 500 members to-
gether with 200 representatives
of provincial parliaments, civil
service and non-government
bodies will comprise the Peo-
ples Consultative Assembly (
known as MPR) which will e.lgct
the President of the country on
October 28 and the new Presi-
dent will be sworn in on 10
November this year.

The election campaign was
robust and marked a greal po-
litical awakening for the people
in the country. Fourty-eight
parties contested the election.
The important ones are the rul-
ing Golkar party, Indonesian
Democratic party for Struggle (
PDI-P) led by Ms Megawati
Sukarnoputri (52), National
Mandate party (PAN) headed by
a Chicago educated economist
Dr Amin Rais (54), and Na-
tional Awakening party (PKB)
headed by Abdurrrahman
Wahid, widely known as Gus
Dur (58). During last year

rotests led by students against
ormer President Suharto, Dr
Amin played an important and
high profile role in support of
the student’s movement.

This election was unlike any
other previous elections. This
democratic election was held
after 1955 and the people for the
first time could cast their votes
without fear or dictates of the
authority, Under President
Suharto all civil servants, mili-
tary and their families had to
vote for the ruling party. In
stead of automatically selecting
the ruling Gaolkar party, this
time they wvoted accurélring to

their own choice. For the time
they have tasted democratic
election.

The poorer section of the
community did not bother
whether the elected representa-
tive would be able to bring
prosperity to them. Many of
them believed that their eco-
nomic situation might not
change with the new govern-
ment but the very fact that they
were able to vote according to
their will was new and ecstatic
to them. The people were ebul-
liently optimistic of the demo-
cratic future of the country.
They were proud that Indonesia
would become the third largest

democracy in the world. —

The concern of violence dur-
ing the election was misplaced.
The Indonesian people con-
ducted themselves in a dignified
manner and the procession and

athering of 48 parties on dif-
erent days in the capital cit
were peaceful and colourful,

independance instead.

n a Name!

The foreign media was sur-
prised that party supporters
were determined to abide by the
rules on the streets. In one day 2
million people were on the
streets supporting Ms Megawati
Sukarnoputri and with such
huge number of people anything
could happen. But nothing did.
The election was
large free and fair and the
armed forces remained neutral
because its political role had
diminished to a large extent.
They are reconciled to accept
any opposition leader as the
new President of the country.
The foreign election monitors
headed by former President
Carter of the United States were

satisfied that a credible election _

was organised by the Indone-
sian government and credit
should go to the present gov-
ernment of President B J Habi-
bie and the people of Indonesia.
However concern was expressed
about slow counting of votes
and there is an apprehension
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that the result might be tam-
pered. The Indonesian authori-
ties rejected this misconceived
concern,.

Political analysts believe
that the election will not, how-
ever, provide any party a clear-
cut majority in the parliament.

Any future government is likely

to be a coalition among the par-
ties, The predictions are that
PDI-P of Ms Megawati will at-
tract more votes than other par-
ties. Some believe that PDI-P
may secure nearly 35-40 per
cent, PKB of Gus Dur 20 per cent,
Golkar 20 per cent. PAN of Dr
Rais 15 per cent. There is a view
that he final result may sur-
prise the poll predictions.

Although the election cam-
Faign and the poll took place
ree of violence, the result may
create tension in the commu-
nity if the expectations of the
party supporters go wrong. The
real test will come when the
particular parties did not poll

as well as the supporters
thought that parties would. If
the ruling party wins more
seats than the other parties,
tension might rise leading to
political instabiliﬂ{i It is likely
that PDI-P, PAN AND PKB may
join hands to form the new gov-
ernment, Another view is if
Golkar is able to secure large
number of seats it may form an
alliance with other parties ta
hold on power,

The question is: what are the
major issues which are likely to
be faced by the new govern-
ment?

First is the economy. The
crisis-plagued econom ¥1as to
be revived with the IMF's super-
vision. The government has to
undertake major reforms in
banking and financial sectors.
Insolvency laws and monitor-
ing bank’'s activities are imper-
ative to restore the confidence
of foreign investors. The pri-
vale sectors nead to be over-
hauled and accountability,

transparency and fiscal disci-
pline must be observed,

Second, the decentralisation
of power from Jakarta to the
provinces appears to be another
issue which the government
will have to deal with. The laws
relating to decentralisation was
passed by the last parliament
and the new government has to
be bold enuuée] to implement it.
There could be opposition from
some section of the community
as-they suspect that the decen-
tralisation may disintegrate

the territorial integrity of In-
donesia.

Third, the armed forces need
to be further reformed. The
country needs armed forces but
their political role is required
to be curtailed. The armed
forgces have themselves under-
went many reformative
changes as they realised that no
body would be able to stop the
democratic process in the

count brought about by
1 1?3 pn::-wt:rg

Finally the political “hot
otatoes” are the province of
eh in the western tip of the

Sumatra island and East
Timor. Aceh was a part of
Dutch Indonesia and when

Dutch left Indonesia in 1949,
Aceh became a part of Indone-
sia. Aceh is a oil rich land and
a section of people of the
province claim that they did
not derive any benefits from oil
resources. The Aceh Muslim
separatists demand indepen-

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk introduced sweeping reforms in Turkey. One such re
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form, accepted without virtually any dissent,

has been the introduction of names. . . . In order to distinguish one citizen from another Mustafa Kemal decreed that all
citizens of Turkey must adopt a family name.

OVEREIGN, independent

state of Bangladesh came

into existence on 26 March
1971. It is high time that we
looked into state structures.

The state is for the citizens.
In this case we are all Bangalee
citizens. If we look at our im-
mediate past we see that our
former masters, the British,
were satisfied with administer-
ing the then British India. They
did not pay much attention to
the citizens, Census, that is tak-
ing a head count of the citizens
from time to time had been
practised. But nothing much
more has happened.

It is high time that we took
stock of the situation. To begin
with there is no credible system
of birth registration. In “other
words the state is blissfullv un-
aware of s ciiiyess and its
composition. In well organised
states carrying a birth certifi-
cate 18 a must for any citizen.
Thus we read regularly in news-
paper r1eports about frequent
road or waterway accidents. In
most cases the victims remain
unidentified because they have
never had an ‘identity card’. Yet
in developed countries this is
one of the essential documents
in the possession of any and ev-
ery citizen. The state must know
who their citizens are at any
Biven moment.

A modern state is unthink-
able without a valid document
like an identity card on the per-
son, It is high timne that the ad-
ministration got together its act

to launch an effective campaign
for issuing ‘identity cards' to its
citizens. The Home Minister has
launched a laudable campaign
to root out terrorism. How much
simplified the task would
become for his security forces, if
the citizens were under an
obligation to carry an ‘identity
card’,

The abse-
nce of the sys-
tem of ‘identity
card" or for
that matter
any proper
registration
can be
explained by
the fact that

children as it strikes their
fancy. Thus five sons from the
same father can have different
names without any rhyme or
reasorn.

The names are given for trac-
ing ancestry. Names are also
important for state docu-
mentation and for tracing pa-
pers. for cases like inheritance,

during the

period of colonialism, the people
were at best statistics, No need
was lelt to ssuee ‘identity cards
because people were considered
as chattel. Now that we have a
state of our own and attempting
to build it into a modern state,
we must introduce the system
of "identity card'.

On the question of names
handed down from father to son
we are landing in a kind of jun-
gle from which we may find our-
selves unable to extricate. This
matter of naming our children
dety all logic. We have just to
look around us to discover how
bewildering the names are.
There is an infinitesimal num-
ber of people, who sport their
father's name and this is of
recent origin. The overwhelming
majority of people name their

birth, death etc. It is high time
that the state looked into this
malter seriously. On top of our
names received from our fa-
thers, here in Bangladesh, we
have the habit of giving nick-
names. In many cases nick-
names become so important
that people forget altogelher the
real names! For instance during
the World Cup Cricket, whereas
foreign commentators have
been talking about our crick-
eters by calling by their real
Nnames our own commentators
have been telling about Opi.
Babu etc. And to add to the con-
fusion in most cases the public
here know their cricketers by
their nicknames but unaware of
their real names.

Citizens of Bangladesh are
travelling all over the world and

| The Horizon This Week
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have wvalid passports. In how

many cases they face tragi-

comic situations because of

their names in the lpasspnrts.
r

which are different {from their
fathers.
In well organised states

throughout the world, they have
solved the problem by adopting
a single father's name and
handing it down
to the children.
Thus a citizen of
say France can
trace his ances-
t right upto
tf'l}é Mi%ldle Ages
by following the
names. Thus a
family lineage is
firmly estab-
lished. It would be possible for a:
Eerson to trace the good. the
ad and the mdifterent in the
family. Thus each family has a
tamily tree and can take legiti-
mate pride in the performance
of some members of that tree.
In order not to get lost in the
maze of outlandish names, it is
high time that we passed legis-
lation making it mandatory to
adopt names. Sooner the better,
The passage of time is making it
more complicated and is ren-
dering a sclution all the more
difficult. We as a nation will
have to accept that we deserve
to be counted, each one of us.
We must have our identity
papers and most important our
names, which we shall inherit
from our fathers. It will not be
an act of fantasy but follow

some logic. In this fashion what
is taking place in an infinitesi-
mal number of families will
become universal. The family
line will be firmly established.

Mustafa Kernal Ataturk in-
troduced sweeping reforms in
Turkey. One such reform, ac-
cepted without virtually any dis-
sent, has been the introduction
of names. His argument was
that he was born Mustafa
Kemal. There are thousands
upon thousands of Mustafa Ke-
mal in Turkey. Indeed here in
Bangladesh there are many who
have taken the name Kamal af-
ter Mustafa Kemal. In order to
distinguish one citizen from
another Mustala Kemal decreed
that all citizens of Turkey must
adopt a familv name. Thus he
adopted the name Ataturk
(meaning Father of the Turks).
The entire Turkish nation
adopted family names and it
has become a part of their
names ever since; There are
many comic names which have
entered the tamilies but have
managed to survive all these
decades. For example one such
colnic name is ‘aldikacti' [took
and fled}.

Taking a leaf out of the re-
forms of Ataturk; [ strongly sug-
gest that here in Bangladesh we
pass legislation making
it mandatory to adopt family

names. In this fashion we
shall do service to our Eustf:rir
ty. We shall cease 10 become

statistics but become human
beings.

OPINION

Are We Really Ready for Pr

Jalal Alamgir

IKE many Bengalis living

in America. I was glued o

the TV in the early hours

of the morning, savoring the
Bangladesh-Pakistan match.
Like many others, I could
hardly hold back the tears of
pride in my eyes, watching the
spectacular victory we pulled
ofl. But unlike many, | suspect, |
also felt a jab of bitterness,
thinking how disgracefully and
unprofessionally the lords at
BCB continue to conduct them-
selves, Bangladesh's victory
over Pakistan is indeed a re-
markable achievement. Yet,
BCB's handling of coach Gordon
Greenidge has tarnished the
otherwise excellent reputation
we have as a cricketing nation.
The sacking of Greenidge in
the middle of the tournament,
and its official announcement
right on the heels of the Pak-

Istan match, showed downright

pad taste, to say the least.
Greenidge has clearly con-
tributed a lot toward improving
the skills of our cricketers. As
coach he has every right to alert
us about the team's strengths as
well as weaknesses, and by do-
ing so, he merely performs his
professional duties, His opinion
that the team is not yet up to
meeting the rigours of five-day
Tests must be interpreted as
prolessional diagnosis from the
coach.

BCB cannot t one of the
greatest and most respectable
Test batsmen of all time to
sweetly garnish his opinion
about the team with useless eu-
phemisms. By expecting that
and by portraying his judgment
as ‘a maliclous attempt to
thwart our bid for Test status,
Mr. Ashraful Haque and our
Sports Minister Mr. Obaidul
Qader have shown that they

themselves, as the helmsmen of
Bangladesh's cricket, are not
ready to treat criticisin con-
structively and conduct them-
selves professionally.

Perhaps we should not ex-
pect anything better from BCB.
After all, look at its record. Its
actions mirror dutifully the
back-biting and corrupt nature
of politics in our society. Re-
member the fiasco over the in-
clusion of Minhazul Abedin?
Well, Abedin had the last word
on that, carved wondrously
from the two half-centuries he
scored in the World Cup. He col-
lected 140 runs for the team, the
highest, as well as the highest
individual total, 68 not-out,
and a world-class average of 70,
not beaten by anyone else in our
side. And BCB's selectors had
dmrped him from the team ini-
tially, with the juvenile excuse
that he is difficult to get along
with! The two conclusions we
can draw from this are quite

ofessional

simple. One, like most other or-

ganisations in the country, BCB
is not a professional but a polit-
ical organisation that likes to
make decisions based on who
can get along with the top brass.
And two, BCB Is not a good judge
of players. That's not very
comforting, when you contrast
what it has to say against what
a professional like Greenidge
has to say about the team. Or,
take the example of the World
Cup sponsors of the Bangladesh
team, an obscure outfit called
VeeTee. BCB sold our jersey and
our name for the paltry, ludi-
crous sum of 15,000 pounds.
Any moderately successful
businessman in Bangladesh
could have beaten that by a wide
margin. Maybe I am just a jaded
sceptic — but in a world of large.
bountiful corporate sponsors.
BCB's virtual giveaway of the
team's sponsorship to VeeTee
spells little else but patronage
and dishonesty. :

Cricket?

Does all this mean we have
no hope? We do, and our erick-
eters proved it. with a kind of
poise and integrity that their
regulators desperately lack. Our
cricket manaﬁ{ers need to grad-
uate from silly infantilism into
mature reflection. They should
take seriously Greenidge's opin-
ion as a professional cricketer,
and reflect introspectively and
objectively on both™ the
strengths and weaknesses of the
team. Yes, we have beaten Pak-
istan, but surely, we need a
more consistent record against
strong teams to support our Test
bid. Yes, we do want our crick-
eters to play on par with the
world's best, but not when they
themselves have virtually no
experience in playing five-day
matches even in domestic
cricket.

The writer is a student nf
Brown University, USA.
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in more than 40 y=ars in indonesia, requesting referendum for
AAFP PHOTO/Omar

Achenese children and people look on at Indonesian army soldiers patrolling their village of Seuneudon in northern Aceh on the
last day of extended voting for the Indonesian election 09 June 1999 as violence left at least three more security personnel dead.
About 95 precent Acheneese boycotted the first democratic election

dence from Indonesia through a

referendum, They called for a
poll bdycott and vow to press
their demand for ind nce.
Free Aceh separatists have been
engaged in armed struggle with
the security forces. This is an
issue which needs to be handled
with care and sensitivity.

With regard to East Timor, it
stands on a different footing as

- it was a Portuguese colony and
Indonesia annexed it in 1976.
Indonesia recently agreed to
hold a referendum some time in
August under the UN and if the
majority of them want inde-
pendence, Indonesia has no ob-
jection to it. But there is a grow-
ing fear that violence may erupt
in East Timor as there are large
number of people with arms
who wish to maintain the sta-
tus quo.

Indonesia is a giant in the
region and is the largest Muslim
country in the world, Indonesi-
a's first President Sukarno was
one of the founders of the Non-
Aligned Movement and played a
critical role on behalf of Asia in
'90s. It has been endowed with
huge natural resources and a
democratic Indonesia could be
an engine of growth in South
East Asia and its impact on the
stability in the region is enor-
mous. We wish all the success
for Indonesian people on their
march to democracy, peace,
freedom and prosperity.

The writer, a Barrister, is a
Jormer Bangladesh Ambas-

- sador to the UN, Geneva

Friday Mailbox

A lingering legacy

5ir, | was not physically present at
Northampton during the unbelievable victory
by the Bangladesh team over the Pakistanis,
After hearing the news, I, like the entire
Bengali/Bangladeshi population around the
world, erupted in j1.zbi£tmn. My elder brother
who works [or the UNDP in Dhanmondi sent
me an ¢-mail stating that the entire country
had gone wild. Individuals from Bangladeshi.
Bengali, Pakistani and Indian Internet news-
gf_,fmups posted messages of nothing but praise
or the Bangladesh team.

It was indeed a very proud moment for our
beloved eountry.

The morning of 5th June 1999, saw the
meeting ol the two tournament favourites.
Pakistan and South Africa, for the first time.
What struck me with overwhelming pride is
that our country is continually mentioned in
interviews with Imran Khan, former Pakistan
captain, together with Wasim Akram, the cap-
tain of Pakistan; even after the departure of the
Bangladesh side from the green fields of
England.

An unknown country in the world of cricket
has indeed left its mark amongst the giants
and, here in the UK, afforded an opportunity
lor the Bengalis/Bangladeshis to Enld our
heads high amongst the British Asian popula-
tior. It is, however, a shame that the whole cel-
ebratory event was highly politicised back in
Bangladesh.

Irrespective, my heartiest congratulations to
the Bangladesh cricket team.

Abdul M. Ismail,

100 Greenhill Road, Mossley Hill
Liverpool L18 7HN

England, UK

Don’t mix politics with.game

Sir..1 am entralled by the stunning perfor-
mance ol Bangladeshi boys against Pakistan
lorie of the two most favourite teams of this
vears World Cup], The jubilant euphoria
shown after the victory by the whole nation
only reminds me of winning the liberation war
in 1971. The way we celebrated reflects not
only a mere victory in a simple game but it is
also coupled with something that is not explic-
it perhaps.

Though. 1 was one of the millions to cele-
brate. yet to my ultter dismay | also noticed that
something along the line is not going right. The

erson who is the artichect of all these is the
amous Gordon Greenidge, the coach of
Bangladesh team is noi getting his due and
right share of the credit. Instead, the way the
whole situation has been evolving only reveals
how narrow minded we are. We understand
quite well that BCB had gone so far that they
did not bother to sack him straightway before
completing his full term as the coach.

This only shows how vindictive they are.
These; all happens because of the personal
relations between the coach and the BCB offi-
cials and this has nothing to do with the game.
It BCB, thinks he (GG) should be penalized for
the statement he made regarding the Test sta-
lus of Bangladesh then Bangladesh team man-
ager should be penalized as well for his com-
ment on the performance of Bangladesh team
in the World Cup prior to leaving for London.

If, the team manager could say that we don't
expect Lo win even a single match in the World
Cup then how on earth, we expect Gordon to
convince the decision makers in ICC to provide
us with the Test status? BCB fired Gordon on
the day we won the historical match. However.,
the strain relation between the coach and the
BCB started long ago. Fortunately, it did not

involve the players nor any other organizations
outside BCB. However, the situation is no
longer the same.
would suggest a proper farewell to Gordon
(once who was given the nationality by the PM}
in a style and say good-bye just to show a little
respect that he deserves. and to show that as a
nation we are not ungrateful.
Dr. Md. Kamrul Hassan
Shahjalal University of Science and
Technology
Sylhet

Funny and clever US

Sir, The recent war between NATO (led by
the US) and Yugoslavia smells funny since the
beginning. Why are US attacking Yugoslavia?
What's the reason behind the attack?
Humanitarian reasons! Whether the attack was
really initiated by NATO's own decision or
NATO was insisted by the great power US,

If the US is really worried about humanitari-
an issues it would iavc invaded Somalia, East
Timor, Ethiopia, Kashmir, Palestine, ete, lon
time ago. People of Somalia and Ethiopia die o
hunger because all the foods are stolen by the
government. Two or three of East Timor popu-
lation were decimated by the government. The

eople of Palestine are hungry of their mother-
and. The issue of Kashmir has recently come
under fire.

Not fo mention Bosnia and Niger. The US
has some economical interest in Yugoslavia. It
just doesn't care about humanitarian issues.

we have not only

ATO is bombing houses and killing civilians
while talking about “humanitarian tragedy”.
The real tra%ed is the people in Yugoslavia
paying for the US political and economical
interest.

The problem in Yugoslavia is an internal
one. Invading Yugoslavia because of an internal

roblem is like bombing the South of the US

cause of racial problems there.

Worst of all are the lies and obscure news
from the western media. Yugoslavia expelled all
the western journalists. Because of that all the
western newspapers, radios and TVs have
accepted the information from NATO as “the
truth”. It is hardly so.

NATO has been talking about *ethnic clean-
ing”, but up till now has shown no trace of evi-
dence to corroborate that. This week NATO
showed a photograph that they identified as a
‘mass grave”. I couldn't identify the same thing
looking at that photograph.

Kazi Faisal yes.
41/1, Water Works Road

Narayangonj
Where’re KZI and AH

Sir, In all the celebration of our victory
against Pakistan, there's no mention of the
contribution made to Bangladesh cricket by Mr
Islam and Syed Ashraful Haque. Mr K Z Islam
promoted the sport with huge amount of
money althrough the 1970s and 1980s, well
before it became fashionable.

Syed Ashraful Haque's efforts on world
forums like MCC and ICCB ensured that our
team got invited to play in major tournaments.
With this exposure they gained confidence and
experience enabling them to put up a good per-
formance against the best teams in the world.

Today our cricket has reached a point where
layed in a World Cup tour-
nament but also beaten Pakistan we should
not forget those who worked hard to make it
possible.

Imran Is
Church Road
Richmond, UK
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