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Spurious
liquor kills

2 more in
Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, June 9; Spurious
liguor claimed two more lives
in the district within a span of
24 hours.

Besides. three others fell
sick in the same incident that
occurred at village Kaliganj
dBnrsha in Tanor thana yester-

ay.

The dead were identified -as
Mozammel, 25, son of Mosle-
muddin and Ershad Ali, 25, son
of Haru Mondal of Kaliganj.

Those who [fell sick are
Ataur Rahman, 18, Babu, 21, -
and Shamim. 24, of the same
village.

Police said the victims pur-
chased liquor from one Ansar
Ali at Kaliganj Baazar at
around 11 pm on Sunday:.

They fell sick soon after tak-
ing the drug and were rushed to
Rajshahi Medical College Hos-
pital where Mozammel and Er-
shad died yesterday.

The condition of three oth-
ers are stated to be critical, hos-
pital sources said.
~__Police Superintendent, Ra-
jshahi today visited the spot to
investigate the incident.

Meanwhile, two persons
were arrested in connection
with Amnura liquor tragedy in
Chapainawabganj that claimed
three lives on Monday. A probe
committee, headed by addi-
tional district magistrate has
been forrhed to investigate the
matter.

One killed as
smugglers
clash with BDR

JAIPURHAT. June 9: One
person was killed and two oth-
ers injured seriously as BDR
Pcrsunnel fired on a group of al-
eged smugglers at Panchbibi
frontier early today, reports
UNB.

Officials and local people
said a group of smugglers
swooped on BDR men when they
challenged them at Dargapara
in Panchbibi thana. At one
stage. the BDR opened fire.
killing one qn the spot and in-
juring two.

.+, The dead was identified as
sinddustam-All, 49, of D; a.
- e injur are'H'asii‘uﬁr ?r?a;{}
of Nowda, Dargapara, and Bazlu
Hossain, 21. of Nayapara in the
thana.

Bazlu's condition was stated
to be critical as a bullet pierced
his head. Both the injured were
sent to Rajshahi Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

After the BDR firing, tension

See page 11
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BTV's decision to stop
airing package programmes
without any prior notice/
warning came as a big surprise
to the viewers. This Friday's
cover story of the Star
Magazine focuses on the crisis
lan the reasons behind it.

— Inside Today
Article

Politics in sports
An

Opportunity
for National
Understan-

ding Lost

Column: Currents and
Crosscurrents
by MM Rezaul Karim
| Page 4

Alte'rnati\{es

Mastanocracy:
Reflections and recol-
lections; Mastan: A
social disease; and
Mastans and arms
Pages 6 & 7
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Prayer Timings
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deficit likely

In its fourth financial year,
the Awami League government
still has its hands tull of con-
cerns like a burgeoning current
expenditure, severe strains on
revenue collection and a weak
balance of payment (BOP) to
contend in the budget to be
placed today.

Business circles will closely
watch how Finance Minister
SAMS Kibria lends support to a
sagging export sector and an
under-periorming industrial
base.

The government’'s develop-
ment and current expenditures
have overshot estimates by
many percentage points putting
fresh strains on the economy.
According to sources, this

year's current expenditure,

By Inam Abhmed

mainly used for paying salaries
and wages have increased 10

cent to about Tk 17,600 crore
[rom an estimated Tk 15937 cr.
Al the same time, development
expenditure has increased Tk
400 crore, which does not cheer

+  Budget on

internet
By Staff Correspondent
For the: first time in

Bangladesh, budget for the fis-
cal 1999-2000 (July-June) will
be available on Internet.

“The budge will be available
at www.bdec.org as sopn as it is
announced.” said a press release
yesterday.

one up, as most of it was due to
flood rehabilitation pro-
grammes. The main develop-
ment concern of improving the
project implementation rate
remains elusive at only 53 per
cent till March this year,

All these factors mean the
budget deficit will increase, fur-

ther, this year putting fresh
pressure on the economy. When

the international aid scenario
rules out the possibility of in-
creased aid and domestic rey-
enue collection remains handi-
capped, deep concerns about
further domestic borrowing

-surface, once again. The net

domestic borrowing, which was
5.8 per cent of tota nditure
in 1990-91, had already shot up

See page 11

Reconciliatory mood
in Jatiya Sangsad

By Staff Correspondent

Both the Treasury and the
Opposition benches in the
Jatiya Sangsad appeared to be
in a reconciliatory mood ves-
terday as the two sides discussed
their fight in the House on the
previous day:.

There was a near pandemo-
nium situation in the House on
Tuesday when angry BNP mem-
bers hurled abuses at Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed follow-
ing his comments on Leader of
the Opposition Khaleda Zia
for her earlier remarks about
he Speaker.

But the two sides spoke in a
reconciliatory tone yesterday,
requesting each other to go by
parliamentary rules and prac-
tices,

Responding to a demand by
BNP leader M. Saifur Rahman.
Deputy Speaker Abdul Hamid,
who was chairing C},'Esterda}r's
sitting, also assured the House

-

of expunging all ‘unparlia-

mentary” words from Tuesday's
proceedings.
Saifur 'regretted Tofail

Ahmed’'s comment on the Oppo-
sition Leader, which led to
Tuesday's situation.

Terming Khaleda's comment
a usual Opposition practice; the
former finance minister said,
“"Had the*Speaker felt insulted

by the remark. he could have |

talked to her.”

The senior BNP leader also
said that the way "irrelevant"
charges were brought against
the Leader of the Opposition
and former prime minister was
unfortunate.

Earlier, BNP lawmaker Fa-
zlur Rahman Patal said Tofail
Ahmed's remark on the Opposi-
tion Leader was unfortunate;
“We did not expect such a be-
haviour from a senior leader

See page 11

4 days in polic;;

custody without
any charge

By Raziur Rahman

A seven-year-old boy was
Kept in custody by Mohammad-
pur police for about four days
without any charge.

The boy, Firoz, was freed at
around 2-30 p.m. yesterday
when news of his detention be-
came known and newsmen
rushed to the thana. There was
no case against the boy nor any
General Diary filed,

According to Mochammadpur
police, owner of a building near
the Aziz Moholla had shifted to
another flat of his building on
Saturday. The owner of the
building, an engineer, engaged
Firoz's father Jobed Ali of the
same area to help him shift.

Firoz also went to the flat to
see his father's activities. The
engineer's family later found
that a mobile set was missing.
The family then informed po-
lice. But no case or GD was filed,

According to local people, SI
Fazlul Hug of the thana picked

See page 11
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Zimbabwe scare Australia| @@

LONDON, June 9: Opener
Neil Johnson saw his brilliant
unbeaten knock of 132 off 144
balls go in wain as Australia
beat Zimbabwe by 44 runs in
the second round of the World
Cup here today. reports AFP.

Aussie opener Mark Waugh
hit a high-class century to pave
the way for his team’s much-
needed victory. But Australia
were given a scare ‘at Lord's as
Neil Johnson hit back with a
sparkling ton. keeping Zim-
babwe in contention for much
of the match.

Waugh's 104 came off 120
balls, making him Australia's
highest scorer in one-day in-
ternationals. He now has 6.594
muns in 189 matches.

He put on 129 for the third
wicket with his twin brother
Steve who made 62

Chasing Australia's 303 for
four. opener Johnson attacked
from the start, putting on 114
with Murray Goodwin (47).

At 153 for one, the Africans,
bidding to reach the semi-finals

Lord's yesterday.

for the first time, were on
course for' an upset.

But five wickets then fell for
47 runs to kill off the run chase.

Australia now have four
points and need to beat South
Africa in their final Super Six
game to make sure of reaching
the last four. |

Zimbabwe have five points,
with Pakistan to play on Fri-
day. '

The Australians - who lost to
Zimbabwe in the 1983 World
Cup, 16 years ago to the day in
one of the tournament's greatest
upsets - were left badly bruised
despite winning.

Leg spinner Shane Warne
had to be withdrawn after his

first five overs went for 44.

Paul Reiffel was Australia's
best bowler but still conceded 55
runs off his 10 overs, taking
three wickets.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of Zimbabwe's

innings in the World Cup Super

Six match against Australia at

Lord's yesterday:

WE
N Johnson not out 132 (144)
G Flower lbw b McGrath 21 (32)

M Goodwin ¢ Moody b Bevan 47 (56)

A Flower ¢ Gilchrist b Reiffel  0(1)

A Campbell ¢ Fleming b Reiffel17 (22)

G Whittall c M Waugh b Reiffel 0(3)

D Viljoen st Gilchrist b Warne 5(13)
Sec Page 12 Col 4

WITH LONG LASTING MOUTHIVASH & FLUORIDE

CLOSE UE

- ENINT WHITE TEETM » FREBNER BREATH

For Long Lasting Fresh Breath and Sparkling White Teeth

WA

?‘.-'&1 J.rrr",l?_- i ' LT

Australia’s Mark Waugh on way to 104 in the World Cup tie against Zimbabwe held at

— AFP photo

‘90pc hand-pumped tubewells not
functioning in greater Rajsh

By Naimul Hagq, back from Rajshahi

Over 90 per cent of hand-
pumped tubewells in greater
Rajshahi district (Barind re-
gion) and Pabna are not funec-

tioning due to fall in the
roundwater level, officials
ave said.

The sifuation has caused a
serious drinking water crisis
for about 50 lakh people in at
least 20 thanas in
Chaipainawabganj, Rajshabhi,
Natore, Pabna and Naogaon
districts covering about 3,000
square miles,

"The water table in the re-
Ejun has dropped by at least 10
eel on an average over the last
five years " a senior official of
the Barind Multipurpose
Development Authority
(BMDA], told The Daily Star on
Monday.

"This is a serious problem in
the region”, said Sarwar Jahan,
Divisional Executive Engineer
of the Department of Public
Health and Engineering. '

"Normally, the water table
gets recharged during rain. But
our measurement indicates that
the underground water table is
declining." The problem be-
comes acute from mid-Febru
to mid-May, he said. Even
tubewells sunk up to 75 feet re-
main inoperative whereas 30
feet should be enough for a
hand-driven one to pump water,
he said.

The Barind region e
enced no rainfall

eri-
rom

Fall in ground

water level

November 23 last year to April
this year. meteorologists in
Rajshahi said . Since April,
there was only 8 millimeters of
rain. This is a drop in the
ocean, they said.

During a visit to Mirzapur
under Nachol . thana in
Chapainawabganij and

Manik's close aide
held during
road barricade
programme

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 9: The day-
long road barricade programme
enforced by the activists of
Manik-backed faction of the

.ruling party was partially ob-

served in Chhatak and
Doarabazar thanas under
Sunamganj district today.
Chhatak thana police ar-
rested Sohel Mahmud, 25, a
close aide to the Muhibur
Rahman Manik MP early this
morning from Hasnabad Bazar
area while he was picketing on

the Sylhet-Sunam%anj Road
See page 1

Mohanpur under Godagari
union in Rajshahi, this corre-
spondent found that nine out of

. eleven tubewells sunk by the

government were not function-
ing. On an average, there is one
tubewell for 30 households in
the areas.

The situation is no better in
Naogaon, Natore and Pabna
districts.

People in the region said |

they collect drinking water
from deep tubewells. But in vil-
lages where there is none, they
have to walk miles.

"We collect a jar of water
froin deep tubewell in the
nei;‘hbouring village and use it
for two days. For cooking,
bathing and washing, we use
water from pool but that also
remrains dry most of the time
except during monsoon,” said
Sirajul Islam, a farmer at
Mir apur village.

Lhefali Bala of Mondail vil-
lage under Baghabari - in
Rajshahi said . "We have to ra-
tion drinking water because
five members of the family
have to pass two days with a jar
of water."

Her neighbour Sura Bala
said, "We frequently suffer from
intestinal diseases when we use
surface water".

According to the NGO
Forum, an apex body of some
small NGOs working for supply
of drinking water, 90 per cent of
See page 11

African lion spending last days at Zoo

Curator, 3 other officials removed

The Dusk of Life

By Special Correspondent

Sudarshan, the 23-year-old African Lion at the Zoo, is now
ounting his days due to old age complications, —Star photo
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Azan Jamaat
, Eﬂj}: 4-15 4-20 ;
Zohr 12-45 1-30 J
|AST 4-45 4-55 '
| Maghrib[ 640 | 643 o+
Esha 7-40 8-10
Source: Islamic Foundation I ¢

h !

The authorities have ordered
removal of the Curator and
three other officials of Dhaka
Zoo in a belated move to im-
prove its condition in the wake
of death of a number of animals
recently for lack of care and
pn:::]:ler supervision, sources
said.

Three veterinarians were
transferred from the Central
Livestock Hospital yesterday to
fill up vacant posts at the Zoo.

The sources said the zoo is
running without J)rnpﬂr facili-
ties and required manpower,
specially 'veterinarians. A five-
month old baby elephant, a
tiger and a lion died at the zoo
recently. s

One of the oldest inmates of
the zoo, an African lion-- Su-
darshan-- is speding its last
days due to old age complica-
tions. It is 23 plus, a zoo official
said.

Meanwhile, a high level
meeting chaired by Minster for
Livestock and Fisheries ASM
Abider Rob yesterday reviewed

‘a report by a probe committee

See Page 12 Col 1

- Sarbahara

- APTECH

COMPUTER EDUCATION

(Zimbabwe)
Man of the Match
Australia vs Zimbabwe

None of our
comrades

surrendered,
says BBCP

The outlawed Bangladesher
Biplobi Communist Party (M-L)
in a statement yesterday cate-
gorically said that none of their
comrades had surrendered at
the June 7 ceremony in Jessore,
reports LINB,

"It's part of a deep-rooted re-
actionary tantrum to misguide
people about the party, its im-
age and communist struggle,”
said BBCP general secretary
Arif Hossain on behalf of the
central comrnittee.

The BBCP [(Marxist-
Leninist), founded by the late
communist leader Abdul Hagq,
in the statement accused the
government of unleashing
"state terrorism” on comimu-
nists in the name of anti-ter-
rorist drive.

It also blamed Purba
Banglar Communist Party,
Party. Banglar
Communist Party, Gano Bahini
of JSB, Sramajibi Mukti
Andolon and Socialist Party

See page 1]
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TODAY'S MATCH

New Zealand vs South Africa
Venue: Edgbaston :
Live {Coverage: BTV and

ESPN(3:45 pm)

TOMORROW'S MATCH
Pakistan vs Zimbabwe

Venue: The Oval

Live Coverage: BTV and Star

Sports (3:45 pm)

bounao

Lording It At Lord’s

Shakil Kasem

It was natural that Lord’s
should have the best wicket on
view so far. It had the best
wealher as well. Clear blue
skies: a hard true batting strip,
a typical English crowd, nutg—
ing frenetic or jingoistic about
the assembled multitude, and
some great batting in the classi-
cal mould. At last, a taste of the
perfect life. '

Runs flowed at Lord’s as Aus-
tralia batted first, after being
pul in by Alistair Campbell.
The Zimbabwean captain did
the right thing, because in the
knockout stages chasing runs
would be at a premium. Certain
of a place in the last four, he
could afford to "practise” for

the crunch matches that lay

-ahead. Pity Wasim Akram had

the scripts confused.

Once Campbell had put the
Aussies in, he knew that the die
was cast. There are few better
sights in contemporary cricket
than Mark Waugh in full flight.
He is a throwback to the good
old days, when batsmen stood
tall at the crease, looking the
bowler straight in the eye, and
stroked the ball with the most
consummate of ease. Among the
classic modern day batsmen;
only another Australian could
fit that bill. Mark Waugh is the
nearest to Greg Chappell when
it comes to precision, touch and

See page 11
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Whatever happens between
India and Pakistan, it has al-
ways an element of drama in it.
Tuesday's match between these
two traditional rivals at Old,
Trafford, away from home, was
no exception. Wasim Akram's
patronising attitude about this
particular match dubbing it no
more than a practiﬂe.n%lnaily
backfired and he is actually
into the "ecrunch" situation
which he thought would be the
last match against Zimbabwe,

It was difficult to go through-
what was happening in his
mind when he lost the toss and
was put into but, but no one
with such rience and class
would make such an amateur-
ish comment prior to a match
against a team like India.
Wasim Akram got what he
wanted and he must now prove
4 point or two. '

A victory against Pakistan
is always the ‘frinritj,r for any
Indian team and this was no ex-
ception either. Once again the
Indians proved that in the the-
atre of World Cup they were the

See Page 12 Col 2

Supporter of CHT
peace accord
shot dead in
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, June 9:
One person was killed and an-
other critically injured when a
group of extortionists fired on
them at Mohalchhari bazar,
some 25 kilometres from the
district headquarters. police
said, reports BSS,

Mohalchhari police said
peace accord Utpal Chakma, 25/
supporter of died on the spot
and his fellow Raju Chakma,
24, received serious bullet in-

juries when a group of extor-

tionists fired on them in front
nE a lﬁucal tiir_u:ma hall at around
10-15 pm last night.

They said the terrorists
opened fire after an altercation
with the victims.

Members of the law enfore-
ing agencies rescued Raju
Chakma, riephew of Chittagon
Hill Tracts Regional Counci
(CHTRC) member
Shudhashindhu Khisha, and
admitted him to Khagrachhari
military hospital in a critical
state, police said.

Basu to make a

symbolic bus
ride to Dhaka

From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, June 9: West
Bengal Chiel Minister Jyoti
Basu will undertake only a
symbolic ride on board the Cal-
cutta-Dhaka bus on January 19
before flying from Jessore to
Bangladesh capital, official
sources said here today.

They said Basu would fly
from Calcutta to Petrapole in
Indian side of the border before

-boarding the bus there and

travel three kilometres before
disembarking in Bangladesh
territory.

The veteran Marxist leader
will then fly from Jessore to
Dhaka where he will join In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee and External Af-
fairs Minister Jaswant Singh to
receive the bus passengers from
Calcutta.

A temporary helipad is being
constructed at Petrapole to en-
able Basu to land there.
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