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any compensation for
damage toenvironment'

Star Report

The Occidental Oil Compan
has paid 'somne compensation’
lor damages to rail tracks and
roads etc but not for damages to
environment after the explo-
sion at Magurchhara in Habi-
ganj during drilling for gas on
June 14, 1997. Petrobangla
Chairman Mosharral Hossain
told a roundtable on energy ex-
ploration in the city yesterday.

But the chairman failed to
answer queries to journalists
about any compensation for
damage to environment and
bio-diversity in the pristine
forests and tea gardens in the
area. Huge balls of fire raged ev-
erything there, killing wildlile
and destroying the eco-systeimn
which according to studies will
take 50 years or more lo regen-
erdale,

The roundtable to explain
the basics of energy explo-
ration, the history and funda-
meunlals of the Natural Gas In-
dustry in Bangladesh to the me-
dia was arranged by the
Bangladesh Petroleum Institute
and USIS.

Salim Ullah Salim, Direc-
tor, BPl and John Kincannon,
Director USIS welcomed the
participants at the roundtable.
Henk Goslings, New Business
Development Manager, Shell,
Derrick O'Keefe, Commercial
Manager, Cairn, Kurt Lindahl,
Director. Business Develop-
ment, Occidental, Greg Tunnel,
Vice-President (Marketing) Un-
ocal and.M Fariduddin, Chiefl
Geologist. UMCs presented pa-
pers. .

Asked how Occidental was
leaving Bangladesh without

[Jaylng any compensation, pre-
iminary estimates of which

the government agencies put 1o

near Tk 600 crore, the Petro-
Bangla chairman said his or-

E:;nisatiun is not the regulatory

dy to oversee that.

Asked about the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
(EIA) before Magurchhara well
was permitied to be drilled he
sald that permission was given
by relevant goverriment de-

partments as in the case of

Sangu gas flield off-shore in the
bay where the rich fishing
grounds on the Meghna estuary
enter sweet walters.

Replying to anotlher ques-
tion on Shell Oil being given the
exploratory rights in the Sun-
darbans, bloc-5, which has been
recently declared a human her-
itage site hﬁ UNESCO the Petro-
Bangla Chairman said that
EIA's are part of the Production
Sharing Contracts with oil
conpanies.

Director and Chief Geologist
of UMC M Farid Uddin while
presenting a paper expressed
the concern nlp foreign oil com-
panies working in Bangladesh
that the present gas consump-
tion of the country was not
enough for them to increase gas
Exrlnratinn activities. "What
will happen to the Bibiyana gas
field? How will Bangladesh
consume it? Shall the foreign
companies wait for five to 10
years more to let the domestic
gas consumption grow (so that
the %ias could be sold to domestic
market]? No. The answer is
pipeline export of gas," he said.

DU Senate polls

Journalists back
Ganotantrik Oikya
Parishad panel

Twenty-four editors and se-
nior journalists yesterday ur-
ged the Dhaka University
Registered Graduates to elect the
‘“Ganotantrik Oikya Parishad”
panel in the upcoming elections
lo the Dhaka University Senate,
reports BSS.

“The importance of Dhaka
Universily 1s immense in our
national life and we think this
panel. in respect of principles
and ideals, represents the main
stream of the national lile."
they said in a statement. :

They said this panel ar-
dently upholds the Bangalee na-
tionalism and the spirit of the
Liberation War,
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The signatories to the state-
menl are: Advisory Editor of
the Daily Janakantha Toab
Khan. senior journalists A B M
Musa, Santosh Gupta and M R

Akhtar Mukul, Acting Chief Ed-
itor and News Editor of The Itle-

f1aq Rahat Khan and Golam
Sarwar, Editor of The Bang-
ladesh Observer Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury. Chief Editor of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
{BSS) Haroon Habib, Ajker Ka-
80] Editor Kazi Shahed Ahmed.

The Banglabazar Editor Zaka-
ria. Khan, Al-Amin Editor
Alhaj Maqgbul Hossain, The
Rupali Editor Mostafizur Rah-
man, Poet and Journalist Mo-
hadeb Saha, Journalists Has-
san Shahriar, Abed Khan.
Shafiqur Rahman, Baby Mau-
dud, news Editor of The Sang-
bad Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul.
BFUJ vice president G M Yakub,
Secretary General Akhtar
Ahmed Khan, DUJ president
Altaf Mahmud, general secre-
tary Abdul Jalil Bhuiyan, Ja-
tiya Press Club general secre-

tary Swapan Saha and Azizul
Islam Bhuiyan.

Former chief PID
photographer dies

Former Chief
= Photographer
{0l Press In-

:formation De-
¥ partment (PID)
Sayedul Hag
i dicd of old-age
G “*ailment at his

i Malibagh resi-
detiee in the city yesterday, He
Wds 75, reporls UNB,

He lelt behind his wife, two
daughters and a host of rela-
tives and admirers to mourn
his death.

Sayedul Haq joined PID as
photographer in 1968. He was
promoted to Chiefl Photogra-
pher in 1982 and retired from
his service in 1988, said a press
release,

His body was taken to his
village home in Laxmipur dis-
trict for burial after a Namaj-e-
Janaza at Malibagh Bazar
Madrasah Mosque after Asr
prayers.

Gang of youths
assault one

at Uttara
By Staff Correspondent

An assistant attorney gen-
eral's son was allegedly
saulted by a gang, which in-
cluded the son of a state minis-
ter, in front of a Shopping
Complex at city’'s Uttara area
Saturday evening, police said.

Family sources of Kamrul Is-
lam, 38, son of the Assistant At-
torney General Sazzadul Hugqg,
alleged that Kamrul has been
missing since the incident.

The assistant attorney gen-
eral while talking with The
Daily Star last night alleged
that the gang led by Dipu, son of
State Minister for Shipping
Molazzal Hossain Chowdhury
Maya, attacked Kamrul in front
of London Plaza at Uttara Sec-
tor No 3 at around 7 pm.

Brandishing firearms Dipu
and his accomplices assaulted
Kamrul, former VP of Dhaka
College. Kamrul has not re-
turmed home since the incident.
'l heard from some of the wit-
nesses that the gang took Kam-
rul with them while leaving the
scene”, Sazzadul Hugq said.,

The on duty officer of Uttara
thana acknowledged the allega-
lion made by the assistant at-
torney general except for the
fact that the leader of the gang
was the state minister's son.

But the ADC (north) when
contacted over telephone last
night said that he had heard
thal such a case had been filed
with Uttara thana, accusing (he
sldle tinister's son.

Thie state minster. ooy
was tiot available tor any com-
ment last night. The [atlier of
the victim lodged a case with
Uttara thana accusing Dipu and
unidentified others Monday.

Dhaka, Moscow
to sign trade
agreement

Bangladesh and Russia will
sign a bilateral trade agreement
and an ement for avoidance
of double taxation.
UNB.

Commerce and Industries
Minister Tofail Ahmed is ex-
pected to fly to Russia to sign
the agreements,

Inviting the minister to Rus-
sia, Ambassador of Russian
Federation Evgeny Pavlovich
Ivanov yesterday hoped that
these agreements would be a
turning point in strengthening
bilateral relations, especially
expediting Bangladesh exports
to Russia. |

Accepting the invitation at
his. office, Tofail said
Bangladesh has bright prospect
to export many items, includin
RMG, leather, frozen food an
other manufactured goods,
which would be opened up after
signing the ments.

Recalling the contribution of
Russia during the liberation
war of Bangladesh, he said,
Russia hel us a lot.

reports
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Former president of Bangladesh Lawyers Forum B
crest to BNP chairperson Begum Khaleda Zia
Supreme Court auditorium yesterday:,

1 |them left their seats to come

arrister Nazmul Huda, MP, presenting
al a seminar on human rights held at the

— Star photo

JS body reviews
Hotel Sonargaon
extension project

A meeting of the Parliamen-
lary Standing Committee on
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Tourism yesterday dis-
cussed the various aspects about
the implementation of the ex-
lension project of Hotel Sonar-
gaon, reports BSS,

The project has been under-
laken lo cater for the Non-
Aligned Conference scheduled
to be held in 2001.

The meeting directed the

concerned authorities to make

a report on the progress of the
accepted tender regarding the
extension project of Hotel
Sonargaon and present it before
the next meeting of the commit-
tee.

The meeting, held at the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, was
presided over by Chairman of
the Cornmittee Bir Bahacdur.

Committee members Civil
Aviation and Tourism and
Housing and Works Minister
Engineer Mosharraf Hossain,
Shah Arzizur Rahman, Mo-
hammad Abdus Sattar, Husne
Ara Wahid, Abdul Mannan.
Sved Manzur Hessain, Mizanur
Rahman Sinha and Kazi Mo-
lazzal Hossain (Kaikobad] at-
lended the meeting.

—

Zillur tells workshop

Steps taken to innovate arsenic
mitigation technology

LGRD and Cooperatives Min-
ister Zillur Rahman yeslerday
said the government was
pledge-bound to ensure peoples
right to safe drinking water and
sanitation across the country,
reports BSS,

He was inaugurating a day-
long National Consultation
Workshop on Vision 21 for Wa-
ter Supply and Sanitation or-
Fﬂnised by Department of Pub-
ic Health Engineering (DPHE),
WSSCC, ICDDR,B in the city.
State Minister for Planning Dr
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir,
Daily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam. DPHE Chiefl Engineer M
Quadiruzzaman and ICDDRB's
Dr Bilkis Amin Hogque also
spoke at the workshop.

The LGRD Minister said’

steps have already been laken
Lo innovate arsenic mitigation
lechniology, develop infrastruc-
ture lor preservation ol surlace
water and its treatment.

Zillur regretted that mass
scalv arsenic contamination in
groundwater is now disrupting
the process of formulation of
new water supply projects and
he asKed the researchers to ex-

plore alternative sources of safe
water lor Lhe masses.

Zillur disclosed that a model
would be placed before the
fortheoming ECNEC meeting to
create a sustainable infrastruc-
ture for preservation of rainwa-
ter,

The minister said private
sector would get an opportunity
to participate in the develop-
ment of the infrastructure of
water supply and sanitation
across the country for the sake
of improvement of public
health and environment,

Dr Alamgir emphasised the
need for mobilisation of public
will -and opinion to raise the
rate of investment to 22 per cent
of GDP for alleviation of
poverty and ensuring safe water
and sanitation and other basic
needs.

Mahfuz Anam said strong
backing from the government is
essential for raising the quality
of life including education and
safe drinking water and sanita-
tion services.

He said there should be a vi-
sion of the nation in this regard
and that should be materialised
by the state,

&

terrorists and extortion.
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lorward. [t was a near
monium situation,
The minister continued to

pande-

speak. He criticised the BNP for

ils ‘cantonment origin’, ques-

f [lioned the party's commitment

o parliamentary democracy,
Its ‘cultural standard'’ and so on.

-9 |Aware of direct radio broadcast
lur the proceedings, the minister

was also giving a live commen-
Lary on what the BNP lawmak-
Uis were doing,

Earlier, Tofail argued that
he spoke on Monday on behalf
of the Home Minister who was
absent Irom the House, while
the Opposition raised objection
to BTV coverage of the home
minister's speech.

Some Treasury Bench mem-
bers stood in favour of the min-
ister and shouted back.

The BNP members were de-
nmianding of the Chair to switch
oll the minister's microphone.
The minister said he would not
stop till the Opposition stopped
shouting and Eur‘.ling abuses at
him,

Meantime, Deputy Speaker
Abdul Hamid announced that
he would give floor to BNP lead-
ers Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan and
Saifur Rahman after the Com-
merce Minister.

Al one stage the Deputy
Speaker requested the minister
to finish. But the minister con-
tinued to criticise the BNP and
said the protest by its lawmak-
ers was a ‘deliberate attempt to
make the parliament ineffec-
tive'. He finished demanding a
ruling from the Chair on the
Opposition’s ‘unparliamentary
behaviour’.

Finally, the microphone was
iven to Saifur Rahman. Visi-
ly disappointed, Saifur an-

nounced his party’s walkout
protesting Tofail's ‘insulting
remarks’ which. according to
him, were made in violation of
rules,

As soon as Saifur announced
the walk-out at 12:11 pm, the
Deputy Speaker adjourned the
House till 9:30 this morning.

Neither Leader of the Opposi-
tion Begum Zia nor the Deputy
Leader Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury went to the House
yesterday. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina was not present
during the noisy scene.

JS tidbits

From page 12

“ls your question meant for
the (communicalion) minister
or the prime minister? I find
both of them here.,” asked a
prompt Speaker. trying to cor-
rect the elderly Jamaat law-
maker, But he did not respond.

Taking the floor. Hasina
said in a jovial mood, “Perhaps,
he {Rahman) is one of those who
don't like to see me as the prime

M8 | minister. | read in newspapers

=l
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Newspaper hawkers of the city brought vut a prucessiunsday ting attack of

— Star photo

Hill women seek |

rehabilitation
m/CHT

KHAGRACHHARI, June 8: A

oup of hill women who have
ost their spouses or relatives in
different armed conflicts dur-
ing more than two decades of
insurgency in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT) have de-
manded their proper rehabili-
tation by the government, re-
ports BS%.

Hill Widow Welfare Samity
today submitted a memoran-
dum to the Chairman of Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Regional
Council [CHTRC) Jyotirindro
Bodhipriyo Larma on behalf of
the victims seeking immediate
rehabilitation of the affected
families.

Fresident of the pgroup
Shikha Chakma and general
secretary Hiron Bala Chakma
handed over the memorandum
with six-point demand to the
CHTRC chairman.

The demands placed before
the CHTRC include establish-
ment of handloom industries
for women, granting funds for
setting up of cottage industries,
enhancing educational facili-
ties for their children, creating
job opportunities and distribu-

|

tion ol "Khas" land among the
women of the affected families.

o
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yan Samity of Begumganj thana brought out a procession in the city vesterday

demanding arrest and punishment of killers of Tajul Islam. Tajul, a businessman, died after
he fell from a multi-storey building in the city's Naya Paltan area on May 26. — Star photc

Dry weather likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with tempor
gustly wind is likely to occur at few places over Dhaka, Barisal,
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions and the regions of Khulna di-
visions till 6 pm today, reports UNB.

Weather may remain mainly dry elsewhere over the country,

Met Office said.

Slight rise in day temﬂ]’Jerature is expected over the country

during the period, Met O
The country

recorded yesterda

Barisal and Chan
The sun seis t

ur.,

ce added.
's highest temperature 38.4 degree Celsius was
at Jessore and the lowest 26.0 degrees at

ay at 6:45 pm and rises tomorrow at 5:10 am.

Maximum and minimum temperature and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius Percentage
Max MinMornin Evenin

Dhaka 36.6 28. 7% 65
Chittagong 35.0 27.5 73 92
Rajshahi 38.3 28.0 75 65
Khulna 37.2 26.5 B8 59
Barisal 36,7 26.0 72 65

One lakh books donated -
to 500 colleges

The government has so far
distributed nearly one lakh
books [ree of cost to 500 colleges
during the current fiscal to fa-
miliarise the work of creative
writers among the young read-
ers of the country, reports BSS.

Education Ministry sources
said the first phase of the Taka
4.18 crore books distribution
programme has already been
completed while the second

hase is likely to be completed
Fz;-,r Lthe end of this month.

They said in the second
phase a set of 467 books on dif-
lerent subjects would be dis-
Iributed to equal number col-
leges.

"The subject of the books
range from the Liberation War,
national history, life and
works of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to classical
Bangla literature., economics
and development, dictionaries,
autobiographies, environment,
fine arts and translation of
world literature.

A 10-member selection
comimittee, comprising littera-
teurs. government officials and
representatives of public li-
braries, selected the books writ-
ten and published by over 200
writers and 150 publishers.

A good number of creative
writers as well as publishers
expressed gratitude to the gov-
ernment for the initiative. One
of the writers said state patron-
isation is a must to add fillip to
the country's fledging publica-
tion industry having bright
prospects in the international
markets.’

Commenting on the efforts.
noted writer and Director Gern-
eral of the Bangla Academy
Prof. Syed Anwar Hussain said:
"Of course, it is a noble move
which deserves praise, espe-
cially in the context of our soci-
ety where only relief materials
feature on free distribution
list."

Mafidul Haque, owner of a

restigious publishing house
gﬂhitt‘_’,’ﬂ Prakash, hailed the
government's move and hoped
this would continue unhin-
dered.

“If the project continues, it
will promote the publication
industry side by side enriching
college libraries,” Haque said.

Jatiya Grantha Kendra
(JGK}. a government organisa-
tion engaged in collecting the
books has so far spent Taka
4.18 crore on the project.

‘hat many (in the opposition]
are trying to strip me off my
portfolio.”

* * ok %

BNP lawmaker Abdul Wahab
complained ol slow progress in
the construction of a bridge in
his Jhenaidah constituency
and asked Communications
Minister Anwar Hossain Monju
whether he would speed up the
lask.

“The rate ol progriss now is
the same as it was during your
time {BNP rule).,” Monju
quipped.

The Speaker intervened to
sugdest that the minister install
i ‘speedometre’ to measure the
rile of progress.

* * Kk K

State Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural Affairs
Obaidul Quader was dabbling
with the beard of State Minister
for Religious Affairs Nurul Is-
lam when they met on a walk-
way in the Treasury Bench.
Quader was seen fiddling
with Islam’s beard for quiet
sometime and telling him
something as the session was in
progress. The white-bearded
minister gave his younger col-
league a pat on the back. What
they talked about could not be
known.

Block Bidding

From live 1
was slill on. Political and
Petrobangla lobbies favouring
Tullow are still trying to find a
big partner for it.

Big oil cumpanies like
Chevron-Texaco, Mobil and
Petronas which showed interest
earlier have lost interest in gas
blocks because of the govern-
ment's cold response (o their
proposals, the sources claimed.
Shell and Unocal are set to
Like over'most of the active gas
blocks. Shell has purchased
British company Cairn’s con-

cerns in blocks 15 and 16 and
Unocal has purchased Occiden-
tal's concerns in blocks 12, 13
and 14,

Okland is selling 80 per cent
of its concerns in Bangladesh to
Tullow. UMC is also selling its
concerns to Ocean Energy,
There are rumours in the sector
that Ocean Energy would be
taken over by Unocal very soon,

Paula Jones'
husband files
for divorce

LOS ANGELES, June 8: Paula
Jones' husband has filed for di-
vorce, citing irreconcilable dif-
ferences with the woman who
accused President Bill Clinton
of sexual harassment, reports
AP.
In Monday's filing, Stephen
Jones also asks for joint legal
and physical custody and joint
visitation of the couple's sons.
Stephen, 6. and Preston. 2.

The couple separated in
February, and the boys cur-
rently live with their mother in

Cabot, Arkansas, according to
the filing in Los Angeles Supe-
rior Court.

of Jatrabari

with

ered revolvers and
weapons from their
at the early hours of

al
preparation for committing a
dacoity at Mirpur,

Just when the hard work was
done, Tendulkar inexplicably
hit one down mid-off's throat.
Pakistan had their foot in the
door, especially when Jadeja
too surrendered meekly. Enter
Azharuddin with the most ob-
vious albatross hanging round
his neck. It was a Gladstone sort
of situation. Cometh the hour,
and for once India found its
man, in the most improbable
person of its beleaguered cap-
tain. Dravid played a cultured
knock before throwing it all
away. Azhar had to team up
with Robin Singh, India’s poor
man's Lance Klusener, to try
and make a match of it. The two
ensured India had a reasonable
total. More importantly, Azhar
lound his touch and his elusive
form. to post his first fifty of
the competition.

Pakistan for some obscure
reason struggled in the field.
The fielding was ordinary, the
bowling of Shoaib Akhtar and
Saqglain Mushtagq just about par
with park amateurs. The two
strike bowlers gave away 122
runs hetween them fur{ust one
slog over wicket. FFor the skip-

r, who bowled admirably for

is own spell, this was heresy
in the ranks. Still, 227 was get-
table. especially in view of In-
dia's estrian bowling. Pak-
istan, however, proceeded to
make a mockery of pre-match
predictions. Wasim Akram
“practised” all the wrong
moves. | was not the only one
eating crow last night.

Indian bowling was a reve-
lation, its fielding quite ex-
traordinary. The bowlers
bowled to a plan, and the field-

field, ringing the changes and
taking two blinders in the slips.
Azhar would of course be the
first to admit, he was helped in
no small measure by some very
shoddy and inept batting. The
sight of Inzamam labouring for
over 90 deliveries for just 41,
sums up the Pakistani ap-

roach. Prasad enjoyed himself

ugely with some cheap wick-
ets, while Srinath provided the
usual breakthroughs.

Ever since the Bangladesh
match, Pakistan have been on a
downslide. Three defeats in a
row mean something is grossly
wrong somewhere, Unless they
can get it right before the next
match, the Pakistani dream
Jjust about runs the risk of turn-
ing sour. At this stage, after
having come so far, that would
be the unkindest cut of all. But,
Pakistan as so often in the past,
have no one to blame but them-
selves. They are the prisoners of
their own shadows, and their
own enemies by far.

India have now placed them-
selves, firmly and fairly in the
laps of the gods. There is just
that faint glimmer of a light at
the end of the tunnel. They have
left it too late though. The light
may just be the train coming in.
India have a match to play, so
do Pakistan. Suddenly, their
matches have acquired a pecu-
liar significance. Whilst we
wait and watch what might
hapﬁen. spare a thought for the
shell-shocked Pakistanis. Will
they be able to fight the demons
that Bangladesh have let loose
after them? Remember, that
rea:llly was the beginning of the
end.

New army brigade

From Page 1
het Division.

She told the House that SSC
and HSC examinations would
be held under the Sylhet Educa-
tion Board shortly.

Besides various infrastruc-
ture development programmes,
exlension of Sylhet Osmani
Airport, new power plants, 300-
bed female hostel of Sylhet Os-
mani Medical College, seven
labour welfare centres for tea
workers, development of
Shahjalal Science and Tech-
nology University are under-
way.

In reply to a supplementary
by Dr Rustam Ali Farazi [JP-
Pirojpur). the Prime Minister
saldd a new education board
would be set up in Barisal and
start Munectioning simultane-
ously with the Sylhet Education
Board.

Smuggling

The Prime Minister also
called for united move by MPs
and agencies concerned to stop
cross border smuggling from
ndia to protect the local mar-
ket,

Replying to a supplementary
from Kazi Shah Mofazzal Hos-
sain Kaikobad ([(JP-Comilla).
she sald Comilla is considered
as the sale heaven of smugglers.

She said nearly 7.000 people

were arrested on charges of
smuggling in last three years —
1 998 in 1996, 3.669 in 1997 and
1.:423 in 1998,

The Prime Minister said
siuggled goods worth about Tk
121.46 were seized in 19496,
aboul Tk 155 crore in 1997 and
about Tk 133 .55 crore in 1998,

She pointed out that regular
patrolling and checking were
ori by the BDR personnel within
the live-mile border area. She
said that activities of the intel-
ligence department, police,
navy, coast guard and customs
have been gezred up to check
smuggling across the border,

Power plant

She further said that the
government has a plant to set
up a 210-MW power station at
Goalpara in Khulna.

Unocal, a US based com-
pany, has applied to construct
the power station under the
weslern Region Integrated Pro-
ject she said while replying to a
question from-Kazi Sikandar
Ali of Khulna,

Besides, she said another
company from Czechoslovakia
has also expressed its interest
to set up the power plant.

The Prime Minister said
both the proposals were being
examined.

Pre-budget meet with Kibria

Krishak League for
doubling agri subsidy

Finance Minister Shah A M
S Kibria yesterday called upon
the leaders of Krishak League to
mobilise public opinion in real-
ising agriculture loan. reports
BSS.

The Finance Minister said
this when a delegation of
Bangladesh Krishak League led
by its president and State Min-
ister for Land Alhaj Rashed
Mosharraf called on him at his
office for pre-budget discussion.

He said the government
would take necessary measures
for proper distribution of agri-
cultural loan. It would also
continue its assistance for im-
provement of the agriculture
sector, he added.

The delegation members
proposed the Finance Minister
for doubling subsidy in the
agriculture sector in the coming
National Budget.

3 wanted criminals
held, 2 revolvers

recovered in city
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested three wanted
criminals and recovered two
revolvers from their possession
from Sabujbagh area in the city
yesterday.

Sabujbagh Thana police ar-
rested Shah Alam, a wanted
criminal and son of late
Salauddin, a resident of Sona
Miah Road of Sabujbagh.

A special squad of police ar-
rested Shah Alam and recov-
ered a revolver from Sabujbagh
area at about 4:30 pm yesterday,

Meanwhile, in a raid Sabu-

jbagh police arrested Ripon. son
of Abdur Razzak of Mugdapara.

He was a wanted criminal in six
Cases,

In another raid police ar-
rested Bhuto, son of Sukkur Alj
under Demra
thana in the city.

Police said Bhuto was a

wanted criminal in five cases,

Separate cases were filed
abujbagh thana in this
connection.

Meanwhile, Mirpur police
arrested four dacoits and recov-

lethal
ssession
onday.

Police identified them as

Jahir, Jasim, Redoy and Igbal.

Police said the gang gathered
Pirbagh and was taking

Separate cases were filed

with Mirpur thana in this con-
| nection.

They also recommended not
to increase the price of agri in-
puts including fertiliser and
diesel and suggested measures
lor establishing agriculture-
based industries.

The delegation stressed the
need for taking steps for direct
procurement from the peasants

ol their produce lo ensure lair
price of agricultural products.

The Krishak League leaders
expressed satisfaction over the
governmenl's proper step in dis-
tributing agriculture lean that
resulted in bumper boro har-
vest.

They urged the minister for
involving the representatives of
Krishak League in the con-
cerned committees to
strengthen the supervision and
monitoring of lertiliser distri-
bution and agricultural loan.

General secretary of Krishak
League Harun-ur-Rashid Hao-
lader, Krishak leaders M A
Wadud, S M Faruk, Badiuzza-
man Badsha, Sarwar Wadud
Chowdhury, Dilara Harun, MP,
Anwarul Islam Chowdhury,
MP, and Mahmuda Shaogat,
MP. were, among others. put
forward various proposals
during the meeting.

The Finance Minister gave a
patience hearing and assured
the Krishak League leaders for
inducting their representatives
in the agricultural loan distri-
bution and collection commit-

tees.

Project to stop
erosion of Padma
awaits approval

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak Kesterday told
the Parliament that a project is
now awaiting approval of the
government for protecting
towns and land from river ero-
sion of the Padma, reports BSS,

Making statement on a call
attention notice by Treasu
Bench Member Col (retd)
Shawkat Ali, the minister said
the project would cost Taka 52
core for construction of em-
bankment along the river
Padma,

Razzak said that the greater
Sureswari Project covering a
gross area of 13,000 hectres
with scope for irrigation to
4,000 hectres, 1800-km em-
bankment and 6 water control
structures at a cost of Taka 9.93
crore is under implementation.
The project is scheduled to
complete by June 2001.



