10 Wlje LRy gviar B DHﬁKA TUESDAY, JUNE 8, 1999

e

News snaps

Old man abducted
From Our Correspondent

MHSINGH. June 7 : An old man was abducted recently

a group of miscreants at village Atua Jungle in Bildora union
of Halu t thana here.

The victim was identified as Lal Mamud.

According to the victim’s family, a group of miscreants en-
tered into the house of Lal Mamud at dead of night and abducted
him. The miscreants demanded Taka three lakh as ransom
while leaving the spot. Police are yet to rescue the victim or nab

the culprits.

Teen drowns

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, June 7 : A teenage boy of village Puayel in
Boalmari thana drowned recently.

According to local source, the victim, Shapan, son of
Ananda Saha was playing near a pond when he suddenly fell
down there. After searching for half an hour he was recovered
from the pond. From there he was rushed to Boalmari hospital

where the attending doctor declared him dead.

Youth dies in train mishap

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, June 7 : A youngman was crushed under the
wheels of an inter- city train at Islampur station on June 2 af-
ternoon.

The victim was identified as Golam Mostafa, 24, of village
Boira in Sarisabari thana. He met the tragic end of his life when
he jumped out to get down from a speeding Teesta inter-city ex-
press train near Islampur station, according to eye witnesses.
After autopsy the body was handed over to his relatives.

Father killed by son

From Our Correspondent

NETRAKONA. June 7 : A father was brutaly killed on Mon-
day last by his son here at villﬂ.ge Aragong in Atpara thana.

The victim, identified as Abdus Sattar (Dandu) . 50, was
killed by his son Jahangir Alam (Edumia), 22. Police sources
said son of the dece sold out a jackfruit tree without the
consent of his father. A quarrel ensued between the two when
the buyers came to cut the tree. At one stage the son hit his
father with a lethal weapon. He was shifted to Netrakona Sadar
Hospital where the on-duty doctor declared him dead.

3 JSD Ganabahinimen surrender

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, June 7 ; Three armed activists of Jativa Samaj-
tantric Dal (JSD) Ganabahini had surrendered in the court wit
arms and ammunition on Tuesday.

They were Saidur Rahman, 27, and Phoolbabu, 22, of village
Ratanpur and Badshah Mollah, 40, of village Bisnupur in
Sailkupa thana. A total of two rifles, two pistols, one charger
and eight rounds of riffie bullets were deposited during surren-
der, court sources said.

Free eye camp held

From A Correspondent

MAGURA, June 7 : A seven-day free eye camp was held re-
cently in Arpara Adorsho Government Pri hool.

It was jointly organised by Shalikha thana administration
and "Bondhon Shilpi Gosthi”. Kopotakhkho Lions club, Jessore
collaborated in the programme. Advocate Biren Shikdar MP,
inaugurated the eye camp, while Lion Ratna Rahmatullah, Lion
Dr Azizul Haque was the special guest. A total of 350 patients got
treated from the eye camp. A total of 33 patients were operated

upon.

Iﬁdian sugar loaded trucks seized

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, June 7 : Two trucks loaded with Indian sugar were
seized by anti-smuggling task force recently.

The task force was led by magistrate Ashraful Hug while
BDR Jawans collaborated with the team. They also seized a
Honda motor cycle and money amounting to T 44 thousand
‘425 from Trimohani on Kushtia-Bheramara road, three mniiles
Away oo 'Rirshiia.! Fotir persons were drrested in this coningce-
tion. The arrested persons are Mozibar, Rafiqul; Nazrul Isiam
and Shah Alam. The seized goods which included 553 s of
sugar. The goods and money have been deposited with Kushtia
Customs personnel.

Clash over harvesting: One killed

SIRAJGANJ, June 7 : A farimer was killed and 20 others were
injured in a clash between two groups of villagers aver harvest-
%ﬂat Melandaha in Shahjadpur thana on Tuesday, reports

Of the injured, nine were admitted to different hospitals in
Sirajganj, S ahja{:‘l’pur and Bera in Pabna. Police said the vie-
ttm named Abdid Wadud, 39, died on the spot. '

tiaining on IPM

CAMLdLe, June 7 1A day long training on Integrated Pest
Management (IPM} was held at Jamirapara Primary School

premises in Chandina thana on June 2, reports BSS,
About 250 farmers, agriculture officers and field workers
attended the training. Agriculture Extension Department or-
anised the training course Additional Director Abdul Matin
ukdar was the chief guest in the training course, Deputy Di-
rector Abul Hossain Mollah, Thana Agriculture Ofiicer Serajul

Iﬂal;m and Agriculture Officer Mrityunjoy Rov spoke on the oc-
casion.
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A shop being carried away by a truck of Narayanganj
Pourasabha following launching of an eviction drive re-

cently.

Valuables worth Tk 70,000 stolen

Noakhali, June 7 : Thieves took away valuables worth about
Tk 70,000 from two NGO offices of Ray%ur thana headquarters
in cne night, police said, reports UNB.
They said the mal;ﬁgers entered into the Proshika office by
reaking its S took away a VCR, a cassette player and
other valuables worth about Taka 50.000 recently. In another
theft at BRAC office on the same night the thieves uniocking the

s m;_.nt:red into it and took away, valuables worth about Taka

Labourer dies as bag falls on him

From Qur Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, June 7§ A labourer of a husking mill at vil-
lage Kholabari in the sadar thana died when a gunny bag of rice
fell upon him.

€ vicim identified as Mozzamel Hag, 35, was c ng
the bag on his shoulder to another place on May 24. Sud-
denly he slipped and fell down on the ground. The bag of rice fell
upon him resulttl:F in severe injuries. He was rushed to the
Gaibandha hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.

__ kﬁgrgescg!glgnfairmeans in exam
“ From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, June 7: The local district administration took
stern measures to’ t the large scale copying in HSC exam-
ination halls here.

Armed battalion of police has been deployed in Bheramara
and Daulatpur centres. On the sixth day uIYE examination, 57
candidates were expelled from the Bheramara centre on charge
of adopting unfair means.The number of expelled examinees
from this centre rose to 126 in six days of examination.
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Election of
Galachipa

Pourasabha

PATUAKHALI, June 7: The
election of Galachipa Poura-
sabha was held on Saturday
amid tight security, reports
UNB.

The voter turnout in the elec-
tion was 68.77 per cent.

Abu Taleb Miah was unoffi-

" cially elected chairman (3,347

votes) defeating his nearest
candidate Haji Mohammad
Shahjahan (2,999 votes).

Aklima Begum in War-1, An-
juman Ara Begum in ward-2
and Hafiza Islam in ward-3
were elected from the reserved
women seats.

The elected commissioners
are Mostafizur Rahman (ward-
1). Belal Hossain (ward-2),
Hamed Khan (ward-3). Susil
Chandra Biswas (ward-4],
Nazrul Islam {ward-5), Ja-
hangir Hossain (ward-6),

Harun-or-Rashid [(ward-7) .

Khalilur Rahman (ward-8) and
Borhanuddin Dulu (ward-9).
The election of the
urasabha was postponed fol-
owing a delimitation case of a
ward,

They are deprived
of salaries
for one year

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, June 7: All the
stalfers of the Dehydration Pro-
ject here are living with their
families in sub-human condi-
tion.

This is because they are not
getling their salaries for the
last one year

There is one such project in
the district like five others in
other parts of the country.

The employees are workin
round the clock to produce ora
saline for diarrhoea patients.
But payment of their salary re-
mains stopped since April 1998
till filing of this report.

It seems the authorities con-
cerned have no headache for the
the people who are in misery.

According to official record,
there are 29 officers and
staffers under this project.

They have been worst-hit
during the current economic
Crisis.

A spokesman of the Fru‘ect
employees told The Daily Star
that despite assurance from the
Health Minister to expedite the
Ea_'-,rment of their salary, there

ad been no improvement of
the situation,

Forest resources
on the wane

RISHOREGANJ, June 7: For-

est resourc > onthe wane in
the disﬁ'ﬁ‘?ﬁ‘%&ﬂ i

nate: felling of trees, reports
LINB. L L

The malpractice is geinug on
by a section of people in con
nivance with some forest offi-
cials causing degradation to the
environment.

Local administration re
mained silent on the issue; al-
though there is official ban on
cutting government trees, said
the local people.

. Most of the trees alongside
the Kishoreganj-Bhairab,
Kishoregani Mymensingh
Yizhoregani-Chamranghst,
NikH-Hishorzgant, Pakundia-
Alshoregan], Kishoreganj-Hos-
sainpur, Katiadi-Bajitpur, Ku-
liarchar-Bhairab roads and
other places in the district have
aiready been cut off by the dis-
honest people.

The number of trees is very
thin along _the roadsides.
though the authority planted
saplings of various species in-
cluding Segun and Raintree

i about two years back.

Moreover, use of trees In the
brick-flelds as firewocd is
widespread despite the ban.
There are nearly 65 brick-fields
in the district and bricks and
manufactured in the month of
November and December.

it is apprehended that if the
illegal practice goes on un-
abated, the forest resources here
will disappear soon creating
environmental hazards, said
locals,

They called upon the au-

“ za 1 thorities concerned to take ef-

fective measures to stop the
malpractice for the greater in-

| terest of the people and envi-
| ronment.

Police, BNP clash:
Widow of dead
victim sues 18

From A Correspondent

JAMALPUR, June 7: A total
of 18-persons including a TNO
and a magistrate were sued in a
murder case here recently.

Fatema, the widow of Mon-
taz Ali filed the case in a magis-
trate's court in Jamalpur,
against Sarisabari TNO Abul-
Musaddaque Azad, Magistrate
Mrinal Kanti, ASP [Circle)
Moinuddin, OC of Sarisabari
thana Abdus Salahim and 14
other constables of Sarisabari
thana.

Montaz Ali was shot dead on
April 25, in a class between
supporters of BNP and Police.
The clash ensued when BNP
supporiers imposed barricade
on roads-preventing State
Minister for Religious Affairs
Maulana Nurul Islam from at-
tending the governing body
meeting of local Mahmuda
Salam Women's College at
Sarisabari. i

Following -the complaint
from the widow the magistrate
ordered a judicial enquiry into
the murder. Magistrate Faruq
Alam will enquire into the mat-.
ter on the spot on June 2.

Meanwhile, OC of Sarisabari
thana filed a fresh case against
38 persons belonging to BNP
and also against the witnesses
of the murder case filed by the
widow. All of them were hiding

apprehending police harras-

ments.
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university campus to pay rich tributes to the poet.

The birth centenary of national poet Kazi Nazrul Islam was celebrated recently throughout
Bangladesh in a befitting manner. In Sylhet colourful programmes were chalked out by
various educational institutions and other organisations on the occasion. Photo shows Prof
Md Habibur Rahman, Vice-Chancellor of Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
speaking at a symposium organised by Angikar, a socio-cultural organisation on the
— Star photo

Jackfruits rotting due to

lack of preservation

JAMALFPUR, June 7:Growers
have produced jackfruits abun-
dantly in the district in the cur-
rent season due to favourable
climate.

But the growers are not get-

ling fair prices of their produce

for want of marketing facili-
lies,

It is learnt that due to bad
road communication growers
have failed to supply jackfruits
to the cities and in other places
in F]»fhu;:er time.

ere is no cold storage in
the district for preservation of
the fruit. As a result. the grow-
ers have no other alternative
but to sell their fruits at lower
prices.

Quality jackfruits are pro-
duced in S ahbcaijpur, Rashid-
pur, Digpait and Titpallah of
Jamalpur Sadar thana. The
growers have reaped a bumper
production of jackfruits tﬁfs
year.

The markets here -are
flooded with this seasonal
fruits, The growers have failed
to stock their produce properly
and are compelled to sell those
at throwaway prices, Traders
from other parts of the coun
could not communicate wit
the growers in remote areas of
the district due to bad commu-
nication. As a resuil the grow-

Jers who take hﬁgﬁ.\ggantil}t;@i' .

fruits by carts. vans or other tr-
nagports have to sell théir
fruits at lower prices.

According to a survey there
are about six lakh jackfruit
trees in the district. Each tree
bears B0 to 60 jackfruits every
season. On average about three
crore jackfruits are produced in
seven thanas of the district ev-
ery year which are worth about
Taka 40 crore. But due to lack of
shortage and transportation
facilities huge gquantities of
jackfruits are damaged every
Bl

Jeokiraii iz a  very nute

tious foud which contains 1.8
gn: of protein, 0.30 gm of fat,
<6.01 gm of calcium, 1.7 gm of
iron, 0.11 gm of vitamin B, 0.15

gm ool vitamin B2 and 292 gm of

From Our "Cnrrespundent

vitamin A. In addition to that
the sedds of jackiruits are used
as vegetables. Other parts of the
jackiruits are used for animal
feeding.

The jackfruits growers have

urged the authorities concerend
to improve the communication
facilities and make proper ar-
rangemerits for preservation
i::md processing of the valuable
ruit.
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Moneylenders reaping benefits
of bumper IRRI-Boro paddy

PABNA, June 7: The mon-
lenders across the northern
istricts, including Pabna, have
been netting out quite a fortune
from bumper production of
[RRI-Boro paddy in the current
harvesting season, reports APB.
The lenders. according to lo-
cal sources, had been for years
extracting huge profit, creating
a "vicious circle" of want for the
farmers who brought about the
bumper cropping by hard
labour.

During a brief field-level
visit to Pabna, Gaibandha and
Sirajganj districts last week,
the correspondent talked to a
good number of farmers.

The peasants said they usu-
ally go through economic hard-
ship during the months of De-
cember to April every year.
Moreover, 'they have to spend
substantially for irrigation and
to buy different agri-inputs dur-
ing the period.

As a result, they become
compelled to go to money-
lenders around them for bor-
rowing money at prohibitory
rates of interest. They pay the
loan in kind, in the sﬁ
paddy, after the harvest.

Abed Ali, a farmer of Kach-
hikata village in the district,
said he loaned Tk 3,000 from a
lucalﬂlgnde:r a_éld now he has to

ive 30 maunds of paddy to pa
g\; debt as per temf: R

Another farmer, Razab Ali
of Charpara village of Jhumer-
bari union, has to give 42
maunds of paddy to a lender
against a loan of Tk 3,700 to
pay his loan.

Several growers of
Gaibandha sadar said they have
to pay the paddy against their
borrowed mnngy at the rate of
one maund paddy for every Tk
100 even after a month's period.

ape of.

The farmers also said they
had to pay one-fourth of the
harvested paddy to the owners
of shallow tube-wells as irriga-
tion charges.

Under the circumstances,
the farmers are not being able
to enjoy the fruits of bumper
production of paddy at the cost
their hard labour to the houses,
The moneylenders are reaping
the benefits to their houses eas-
ily without having done any-
thing.

Father-in- law killed
by son-in-law

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSHINGH, June 7: A
father-in-law was killed and a
grand father -in-law was in-
jured by a son-in-law at village
Konabaghail in Trishal thana
recently.

According to police and
family sources, Jaddhi got
married to Romena, daughter of
Nurul Islam three months back.
But Romena came to her father's
house at Konabaghail recently
without informing her
husband. ;

On the day of the incident,
jaddhi along with a gang
equipped with sharp weapons’
came to his father-in-law's
house and asked him about
Romena. When his father-in-
law named Nurul Islam said
that Romena did not come here
then his gangon s Nurul
islam and his grnad father-in-
law Rostum Al injuring them
critically.

Nurul Islam, 50, died on way
to Trishal Thana Health Com-
plex.

| Silkworm producers neeci

financial support

NATORE, June 7: Sericulture
heére is facing setback due to
lack of financial support to the
silk worm produces, reports
UNB. .

About 20,000 sericulturists,
who are mainly dependent on
cocoon breeding, have been
virtually rendered jobless, as
suspended since 1997 for bal-
ancing, modernization, reha-
bilitation and expansion
(BMRE) work.

The authorities are not in a
osition, according to
angladesh Sericulture Board

in Rajshahi, to provide logistic
support or buy cocoon from the

PAA | sericulturists due to financial
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A 140-year-old jackfruit tree still bearing fruits at village

Binander Para of the sadar thana in Jamalpur district.
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Z new school where Santai

children will learn
in their language

RAJSHALL June 7: "Gaugo
Arhangte Parha {(we want fo
read in our cwn mother lan-
puage)."

This was the slogan, the san-
tal children were shouting re-
cently in the function of inan-
guaration of a primary school
of Santal language.

The school, the first of its
kind in Bangladesh, was estab-
lished by Jatiya Adibashi
Parishad at Barshapara village
in Deopara union of Godagari
thana in the district.

A few hundred Santal people
including females and children
in their traditional colourful
clothes welcomed the hon-
ourable guests al the specially
built decorated gate. They were
beating drums and tom-toms,
playing flutes and dancing their
traditional 'Damai’ dance with
great enthusiasm. Thus they
tock the guests through the
gateway to the dais inside the
main premises of the school.
Eminent short story writer and
professor of Philosophy in Ra-
shahi University Hasan Azizul

uque inaugurated the school
cutiing a ribbon at the gate of
the school. Then he distributed
the book "Gidroukoa: Peehil
Putti”, slate and chalk-pencil
among 40 students:

Then, after a brief cultural
programme presented by the
santal' youths and children, a
discussion meeting was held.
Prsident of the Jatiya Adibashi
Parishad Anil Marandi chaired
the meeting.

Besides, Prof Hasan Azizul
Huque, the meeting was also

-addressed by Additional Deputy

Commissioner of Rajshahi
Rafiqul Islam, Project Driector
of Poverty Alleviation Research
Programme of Grameen Trust
Prof Syed M Hashemi, Prof

Shahidul Islam, Prof Zulfiquer
|Mat1n, Fazle Hossain Badsha,

Anisur Rahman Mallik , Jatiya
Adibashi Parishad General

| Secretary Rabindranath Saren,

From Abdul Wadood

Mustaiizur Rabhman and others,

Eminent short story writer
Prol Hasan Hazizul Haque said’
that the hateful oppression of
the state mechanism had
pushed the Adibashi pecple to
lead an inhuman life though
they were sons of age-old civili-
sation and culture.

He observed that the com-
mon Banglaee citizens were
also victims of extortion but the
Adibashis suflered more than
them.

“They are depirved of the
right of taking education in
their own ldnéguage as the state
has not extended the fundamen-
tal human rights to the
Adibashis," he said and stressed
on constilutional recognition
of the Adibashis to save their
old language from extinction. -

Anisur Rahman Mallik ob-

PCP faction’s
decade of

movement’

CHITTAGONG. June 7: The
faction who opposes peace
treaty of - Pahari Chhalra
Parishad (PCF). an organisa-
tion of tribal students
recently vowed to continue its
movement for full autonomy in
Chittagong Hill Tracts CHT.

Several thousand anti-peace
treaty activists of PCP rallied at
the central Shahid Minar in the
city here toYeiterate their de-
mand for [ull autonomy in
CHT. They rallied there on the
occasion ol observance of
‘decade of movement' of the or-
ganisation.

The rally held under tight
security, was presided over by
Pratikar Chakma, Vice Presi-
dent of PCP. Binod Biahri
Chowdhury,
Masterda Surya Sen who fought
against the British rule, inau-

| gurated the rally.

an associate of

served that Bangladesh was nei-
ther a country of one language
ner a country of one ethnic
group. "But Bangladesh is not
ready to accept the separate ex-
istenice of the Adibashis," said
Prof Syed M Hashemi of
Grameen Trust.

He vowed to fight for build-
ing a society to ensure equal
rights for the Adibashis, abo-
riginal tribals and Banglaees.

Prof Zulfiquer Matin said
that the state should take mea-
sures to let all the individual
cultures to bloom. Relation of
trust between the Bangalees and
other ethnic groups would not
only make good to Bangladesh,
but also add to the human cul-
ture. he said.

General Secretary of Swa-
Unnyan (self-development), an
NGO, Mustafizur Rahman Khan
said that the Bangalees had es-
tablished the dignity of Bangla
in 1952 by sacrificing their
lives.

" The Santal children know

addy as 'Horrho', bird as 'cher-
1e’, flower as '‘Baha' and so on.
In the schools they see their
known world completely
changed and get a shock at the
very begining. Furthermore,
they cannot establish close in-
timacy and agreement with the
classmates and the teaches for
difference of language and so-
cial status. Thus they get fright-
ened and lose hope and ulti-
mately discontinue their
study.” he said.

On a querry whether the
Santal children, reading in
separate schools in separate
language, would fail to enter
into the mainstream, Anil
Marandi said that would not
happen as the children would
learn Bangla lanuage side by
side.

He urged the government to
open required number of sepa-
rate schools for the Adibashis
in their own languages all dver
the country.

consiraints.
Production in the factories
of Rajshahi and Thakurgaon
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Chapainawabganj, Pabna,
Rangpur, Dinajpur, Bogra,
Jhenidah, Comilla and

Gazipur, nurture silkworm in
mulberry tree for farming co-

COOI1.
In July 1995, the govern-
ment allocated Tk 7.69 crore

including Tk 6 crore to Ra-
jshahi silk factory for the
BMRE of the two factories.

“The work of BMRE is going
on and we expect to complete

! the task by June 1999", said a
| senior official of Rajshaht silk

factory.

But a source of the factory
said the repairing and replacing
works were pgoing on at a snail's
pace to fund crisis.

The financial crisis also
hampered the extension pro-
gramme including train n%.
motivation and sapling of mul-
berry tree and silk-egg produc-
tion.

Following the debacle,
20,000 farmers of these areas
involved in cocoon production
and silkworm nursing are in
great difficulties.

On the other hand, the in-
ternationally recognised and
reputed Rajshahi silk industry
is on the verge of closure.

Feni-road mishap

M B N

o death'toll rises”

to six

From Our Correspondent
FENI, June 7: Three more in-

jured victims of Monday's road

accident on Feni by pass road
near Lalpur died on Monday

They are: Ruhul Amin, 35,
Abdul Quddous. 50, and Abul
Khair, 33.

The total death toll is now
six in the accident.

The accident occurred on
Monday last on Fenl bypass
road near Lalpur, Three persons
died on the spot and 30 others
seriously injured.

No preservation facilities

Huge quantity of fish
perishing every year

NOAKHALI, June 7: A huge
Fuantity of various species of
ish. caught by the fishermen
from the Bay and the river
Meghna in coastal areas, are be-
ing perished every vear due to
lack of preservation and mar-
keting facilities, reports UNB,

The government incurs
losses of Tk 50-75 crore every

ear as about 25,000 tonnes of
ish are being rotten jﬁearly due
lo the reasons, said the leaders
of Bangladesh Nationalist
Fisheries Cooperative Associa-
tion and Bangiadesh Fishermen

Association.

A modern fish port, set up on
122 acres of land on the bank of
the river Kamaphuli at a cost of

Tk 5.30 crore in between 1965-

66 and 1970-71 fiscal years re-
mained closed due to the negli-
gence ol the authorities con-
cerned, the sources said. The au-
thorities did not take any mea-
sures {o resume the port again.
Another three fish centres,
set up at Barisal, Khepupara
and Patharghata, could not be
used for preserving and market-
ing of the catches because of un-
due interference of a section of

government as well as
come forward in resolving
problems to meet demand of
Frnlein of the country and earn

fish traders.

There are 440km water bod-
ies in coastal areas of the coun-
Lry while 48,365 sqft in the Bay.

There are about one crore fish-

ermern engaged in fishing from
the water ies.

Fishermen caught a total of
10.27 lakh tones of fish. includ-
ing 2.50 lakh sea-fish during
the fiscal year 1993-94, the
sources said.

Of the total. about 25,000

tones of fish were perished due
to lack of
marketing facilities, depriving

preservation and

the government of Tk 5
revernue. [ ,

Besides, the fishermen in
Noakhali and Laxmipur dis-
tricts incur a loss of Tk 100

crore

crore every vear as a huge
quantity of fish, caught by them
during the season. are rotten
due to lack of
Hrescrvatiun

rocessing and
acilities, said
sheries association here,
Local fishermen urged the
GOs to
the

oreign currency.
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Eminen short stur:,r wter Prof Hasa
tributing books among the Santal children.
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