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tear Kent apart

LONDON, June 6:'Surre
moved to the top of the Englisﬁ
county championship on Sat-
urday after duly completing a
comfortable victory over Kent
by an innings and 28 runs at
Tunbridge Wells. reports
Reuters.

Kent resumed their second
innings on the final morming at
154-9, still needing another 46
runs to avoid an innings defeat.
But captain Matthew Fleming
and last man Julian Thompson
managed only 18 before
Thompson fell lbw to Martin
Bicknell.

It was Surrey's fourth suc-
cessive championship win, en-

ineered in the main by strike
owlers Bicknell and Alex Tu-
dor who [inished with match
returns of 7-55 and 7-69 re-
spectfully.

But the new pacesetters were
the only side on the day to beat
the weather with the other eight
. rain-hit matches all being
abandoned as draws.

Bottom of the table Durham
perhaps had most cause to rue
the rain after bowling Somerset
out for 199 to put themselves
within sight of their first win
for a year. .

But before they could set
about chasing a target of 188 in
52 overs rain washed out the
remainder of play.

England batsman Graeme
Hick made up for his first in-
nings duck against Sussex by
completing a match-saving cen-
tury for Worcestershire at Hor-
sham,

The visitors began the day
still 84 runs in arrears with six
‘second innings wickets intact.
But Hick led them to 255-9 as he
advanced from his overnight 54
not out to reach 134 olf 222
balls, with 19 fours and one six.

Australian batsman Stuart
Law was the day's only other
century maker, Making 107 not
out off 114 deliveries in Essex's
218-3 declared against the
championship's previous lead-
ers Hampshire at Ilford.

Left with only 20 overs to
make 249 for victory, Hamp-
shire closed at 36-2.

Paul Johnson (83 not out)
and Graeme Archer (43 not out)
frustrated Northamptonshire,
who had piled up 484-3 dec the
previous day, as Notting-
hamshire made 209-3 in their
second innings when the rain
arrived.

And at Derby, Anthony Mec-
Grath (76) and Richard Blakey
(70 not out) steered Yorkshire
(308-8 dec) to safety after they
had started the final day 44
runs in arrears.

De LLa Hoya
demands
double

SAN JUAN, June 6: Oscar De
La tloya wants double the pro-
posed 15 .million dollars purse
to get into the ring with Felix
Trinidad, reports AP, "

According to Sunday's El
Mundo newspaper, De La Hoya
won't agree to fight Trinidad in
a welterwgight reunification
fight for the 15 million dollars
that he has been offered.

"Oscar not only has not
signed the contract but also will
not accept the offered purse of
15 million dellars to fight
Trinidad." the newspaper
quoted Roberto Alcazar, De La
Hoya's trainer, in a telephone
interview from Los Angeles.

Alcazar said De La Hoya, the
WBC champion, was discussing
getting double that amount with
his promoter, Bob Arum.

The 15 million dollars figure
came from Arum. who is ar-
ranging the Sept. 18 bout in Las
Vegas, De La Hoya was paid 5
million dollars for his last
bout, when he delended his title
against Oba Carr in Las Vegas
two weeks ago,

It was thought that every-
thing was arranged when, after
an internal dispute about how
to share the purse, Trinidad's
camp agreed this week to 10.5
million dollars for the IBF
champion. Trinidad was said to
get 8.5 million dollars and
promoter Don King 2 million
dollars,

Trinidad's lawyer Nicolas
Medina said the Puerto Rican
fighter had accepted the deal
only after Arum had informed
him that De La Hoya had agreed
to the terms, El Mundo said.

Trinidad is undefeated in 35
fights with 30 knockouts and
for years has sought an oppor-
tunity to challenge De La Hoya,
who is considered the top wel-
terweight in the world. De La
Hoya has won all 31 of his
fights, with 22 knockouts.

Williams clinch
doubles title

PARIS. June 6: Martina
Hingis' French Open misery was
complete Sunday when she and
partner Anna Kournikova lost
the final of the women's doubles
to Americans Serena and Venus
Williams, reports AFP,

The ninth-seeded Williams
sisters made up for their sur-
prisingly early exits from the
singles with a 6-3, 6-7, 8-6 tri-
umph in their rain-interrupted
encounter with Switzerland's
Hingis and Russia's Kourni-
kova, the second seeds,

Hingis, number one in the
singles rankings, lost Satur-
day's singles final to German
veteran Steffi Graf after coming
within three points of winning
the only Grand Slam she has
never worn,

Sunday's defeat brought an
end to a brilliant doubles run of
five straight Grand Slam wins
for Hingis.

She and Kournikova teamed
up to win the Australian Open
title in Janu while Hingis
won last year's Australian Open
doubles alongside Croatia's
Mirjana Lucic before partner-
ing Jana Novotna to win the

French, Wimbledon and the US
titles,
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press conference yesterday.

(From R-L) Bangladesh World Cup vice-captain Khaled Mahmud, captain Aminul Islam,
BCB president Saber Hossain Chowdhury and team manager Tanveer Mazhar Islam at a
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try é’nr donkeys’ years,” Cumbes
said. :

“We will protect it and enjoy
i

The Sunday Telegraph.
meanwhile, reported that all
fans will be searched for
weapons as they enter the
round. No such precautions

ave been taken at previous
World Cup matches.

Undercover police officers
experienced in tackling football
hooligans will mingle with the
crowd and extra stewards have
been drafted in.

. Calls for calm by Indian and
Pakistani community leaders
will be r=ad out before play be-
gins,

Virmani said they had asked
for people not to invade the
ﬁeldp al{ler play. "The players
don't like it, so why should
anyone do it?" he said.

The last time India and
Pakistan played a Test in
February, 70,000 spectators
were driven out of Calcutta’s
Eden Gardens stadium by ba-
ton-wielding police after pro-
Jectiles were thrown following a
controversial decision.

LONDON, June 6 [AFP}: Who
said what during the first round
of the 1999 cricket World Cup:

Frankly, Sri Lankca -
the game overall - would be bet-
ter off without him. Yes, there is
plenty of animosity between
Ranatunga and myself. I don't
like him and I'm not in a club of
one.” Australian leg spinner
Shane Warne on Sri Lankan
captain Arjuna Ranatunga.

‘Warne's comments say
more aboul Shane Warne and

1 Australian culture rather than

about me and our culture, We
have: a culture that is 2,500
years old - I think we all know
where they (Australians) come

Jrom.” Ranatunga on Warne.

"You're having a nightmare,
chubby! Save the whale!” Scot-
tish fans on Warne.

“Looking back, being
dropped from the Test team in
the West Indies might have been
the best thing that ever hap-
pened to me,” Warne on his re-
turn to form.

It's just good to hear @
helyjui voice,” Hansie Cronje
after being caught receiving in-
structions via a radio ear-piece
against India.

T often write 10-dulkar so it
was quite nice to wear the 10
shirt.” Indian batsman Sachin
Tendulkar.

"The best way of silencing
those who question my com-
mitmernt to Pakistani cricket is
to do well and bring the World
Cup back to Pakistan." Wasim
Akram on an on-going match-
fixing probe in his home coun-

"The most important thin
i5_that we are backing eac
other up.”" Captain Wasim
Akram on the new unity in the
Pakistan team.

"1 have read it would be the
death of English cricket if we
Iost, but we just came here and
did the job.”" England captain
Alec Stewart after beating Sri
Lanka. The hosts failed to reach
the second round.

It's laughable how they
(England]} lceep selecting players
over 30 for one day matches.,
Guys like Ian Austin and Adam
Hollioake are very average
cricketers, nothing more. They

- will never get anyhere near a

Pakistan team.” Pakistan
coach Mushtaq Mohammad. He
was right.

"An England captain carries
on until he is replaced.” English

and

QUOTABLE Q

I won't quit

. he was right this time.
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successor in the one-day hot
seat. went on to make an un-
beaten century. Azharuddin
managed only three before be-
ing scalped by Glenn McGrath.

The normally well-man-
nered captain lost his cool
when he was questioned aboul
his future by reporters.

"The criticism of my cap-
laincy has been unfair,” he said.
"The captain is only as good as
his team.”

Azharuddin acknowledged
that his own batting form had
hit rock bottom but it was
wrong to lay the blame for In-
dia's defeats on him alone.

"Eleven players play the
game and the captain is just one
of them,” he said. "We simply
did not play up te our polential

but to blame the captain alone
is not done."

Azharuddin, who conceded
after the semifinal defeat three
years ago that he was wrong to
field first, however, maintains

chairman of selectors David
Graveney, giving little away on
Stewart's future.

"We were not tough enough.”
Outgoing English coach David
Lloyd.

T would love to bowl at
100mph. I like to see fear in a
batsman.” Pakistan's Shoaib
Akhtar.

It's the selectors, not e
critics, who made me captain.
Only they can renicoe me from
the job."India captain Mo-
hammad Azharuddin after be-
ing criticised in his home press
before the tournament.

If India are to stay alive in
the tournament, Azhar has to
go. Now." An editorial in the In-
dian Express newspaper after
Mohammad Azharuddin's side
lost their opening two games.

"Go and ask the doctors.”
West Indies captain Brian Lara,
after being asked about his
wrist injury.

"The Duckworth Lewis
(scoring system} requires a
compuler programme compa-
rable with the one which beat
Kasparov at chess. [f the scien-
tists really want to guard
against every compiiter on the
planet blowing up on January 1.
it's not the millenium bug they
should be working on, but the
Duckworth/Lewis." Martin
Johnson in The Daily Tele-
graph, on the World Cup's com-
plex system to adjust scores in
rain-affected matches.

"We used lo tap him on the
helmet to see if he was still
awake.” Former Australian
captain Allan Border, after
hearing Scotland asked ex-Test
batsman David Boon to help
prepare them for Aussie sledg-
ing.
¢ "You could say there's no
love lost betiveen us.” Stephen
Fleming New Zealand on Aus-
tralia,.

"They are seen as bullies in
one sense because of the way
they try and suppress us; In
their body language and in their
aggressive fields and with a _fer
words they try to suppress s
and dominate us." New
Zealand's Roger Twose, after
beating the Australians.

“Great fun but very diffi-
cult.” Australian Damien Flem-
ing after bowling a string of
wides and scoring a duck while
playing in a cricket match with
blind children.

"It was like schoolboy
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"The wicket was covered for
two days because of rain and the
moisture would help the seam-
ers,” he said, "It was not a nega-
tive decision.”

India had Australia down to
238 for six in 46 overs, before
some big hitling by Tom Moody
and Michael Bevan saw them
add 44 in the last four overs.

Azharuddin said McGrath's
opening spell, which saw India
slip to 17 for four, would have
deteated most teams.

"We did not bat well because
McGrath did not allow us to,” he
said. "He was too good for us,
just as would have been for oth-
ers, We must accept that.”

The troubled captlain was,
however, certain India will re-
cover from the loss in time to
face Pakistan with confidence.

We've played Pakistan before
and won, so it’s not a cause for
worry. If we play well, anything
can happen. It's just that we
may have left it all too late."

crickel.” Zimbabwe coach
David Houghton after his team
lost to Derbyshire in a warm-up
match.

"We have been choking in
this World Cup. Our boys don't
like to admit that - but I will
acmit it for them." Houghton
again,

"South Africa look unbeat-
able. Houghton - who else? - be-
fore his side's victory over
South Africa. |

dve seen it all now ... bring-
ing back Henry Olonga was just
a gut feeling, not a cricketing
decision,” Zimbabwe skipper
Alastair Campbell after bring-
ing on Olonga in the penulti-
mate over against India. He
took three wickets in five balls
to win the game.

‘I have a good voice as well. 1
love: Gilbert and Sullivan.”
Henry Olonga after his heroics.

‘Please don’t call me a
pinch-blocker.” England's un-
spectacular opening batsman
Nasser Hussain.

"The boys are forever talk-
ing about doing it but when they
get the opportunity, they seem
to forget what they've been talk-
ing about, For some reason, e

seem 1o stop playing cricket and
do a lot of erazy things out.”
Coach Gordon Greenidge on
Bangladesh. He was sacked a
few days later, on the same day
his men beat Pakistan.

1f we change our style. we'll
be boring.” Sri Lankan skipper
Arjuna Ranatunga after refus-
Elg i:;’t re-mss his team's tac-

cs after ts to England and
South Africa.

"We are not playing like the
world champions we are sup-
posed to be, If we don't stop t
rot now, e will return home in
disgrace,” Sri Lankan manager
Duleep Mendis. They returned
home in disgrace.

‘I think I did okay, com-
pared to some of the others."” Sri
Lankan captain Arjuna
Ranatunga, after blaming ev-
erybody else.

‘We have a Top 10 disasters
chart in our office and this has
shot straight in at number three
and could go even higher.”
Wally Pyrah of Sport Index,
a leading London s betting
firm, after their prediction that
250 wides would be bowled dur-
ing the World Cup was over-
taken after nine-and-a-half
games,

SISTER ACT: American sisters Venus (L) and Serena
ladies’ doubles trophy in Paris yesterday. The Will
. Martina Hingis and Anna Kournikova 6-3, 6-7, 8-6.

&

Williams displaying the French Open
ilams beat Swiss-Russian pairing of
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picture of Sanath Ja}rasurilya
eeted by a group of constables
eployed to prevent possible
violence against the team. The
headline for the picture read:
"Zero welcome for hero."

Amid mounting calls for the
sacking ol skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga, he has vowed to
play on.

Ranatunga, who stayed back
in England and was spared the
frosty reception at Colonibo In-
ternational Airport, said in a
prepared statement sent here
that he wished to play on.

"What I do wish to say is that
it is my firm belief that 1 do
have a few years of cricket left
in me and if my services are
wanted 1 am willing to repre-
country in whatever
capacity,” Ranatunga said.

In his statement addressed
to "all cricket-loving public of
Sri Lanka," Ranatunga ex-
pressed his "profound regret to
you all for the debacle of the Sri
Lankan team" and said he was
accepting responsibility.

He said his team's best was
simply not good enough, a point
repeated team manager
Duleep Mendis.

Sri Lanka's miserable World
Cup ended with an unconvine-
ing 45-run win over Group A
minnows Kenya. Sri Lanka Ead
earlier lost to England, South
Alfrica and India but won
against Zimbabwe.

Won against
Donald
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are hoping he could break the
100mph mark by the end of the
tournament,

But the statistics back up
Cronje’'s argument about the
limits ol his effectiveness.

‘Donald currently has 12
wickets in the tournament, at
an average of 17.33.- His econ-
omy rate is four an over.

Akhtar has 10 wickets, at
22 .30 apiece, and he is conced-
ing four-and-a-half runs every
six balls.

His captain will also be con-
cerned about his explosive tem-
peramerit.

Akhtar was warned by the
match umpire after clashing
with Steve Waugh in their first-
round match. Akhtar, however,
had kept his cool to bowl Wau
near the end of the game to help
Pakistan to a 10-run win.

He again got involved in ugly
scenes yesterday as he swore at
Jacques Kallis after the bats-
men had asked for the dirty
white ball to be changed because
they were struggling to see it in
the gathering gloom.

That loss of control may
have worked against him
against Klusener.

Bits & piecers
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"His running beftween the
wickets is appalling and yester-
day he was involved in three
moments of absolute chaos,’
[mran wrote in a newspaper
column.

ENGLAND'S MOST

WANTED

LONDON, June 6 (AFP): Eng-
land are mnsiderinrg appoint-
ing a foreign coach for tﬁe first
time in their history — with
Zimbabwean Duncan Fletcher
and Australian Dav Whatmore
the leading contenders, reports
claimed on Saturday.

Former Zimbabwe captain
Fletcher. currently coach of
county side Glamorgan; has be-
come the leading contender to
succeed David Lloyd as Eng-
land's cricket coacﬁ, the Daily
Express said,

But Lancashire e¢oach
Whatmore, who steered Sri
Lanka to World Cup glory in
1996, is also a serious candidate
for the post. according to his
county. .

Lancashire said they will
not stand in Whatmore's way if
he wants to take the national
post.

Whatmore, who took over as
Lancashire coach following
Lloyd's appointment with the
national side in 1996, is among
a list of candidates to be dis-
cussed by a live-man working
party on Monday.

"Dav is not long irto a two-
year contract with us, but our
attitude has always been to en-
courage people in their careers
rather than try to block them,"
explained Lancashire chief ex-
ecutive Jim Cumbes.

"England have informed us
that Dav is on their list of can-
didates and so we are just wait-
ing to see what they decide.”

Other candidales being con-
sidered for the job include Le-
icestershire's Jack Birkinshaw,
Kent's former New Zealand
opener John Wright and former
England Test batsman Bob
Woolmer.

Woolmer has been in charge
of the South Africans for five

years, but quits after the World
Cup.

95 MPH SO FAR

TRENT BRIDGE, June 6:
Pakistan pace bowler Shoaib
Akhtar produced a 95-miles-
Fer—huur delivery during his
irst spell in the World Cup
against South Africa here on
Saturday. the quickest ball of
the tourhament, reports AFP,

Akhtar's first-ball loosener,
timed by a speed gun, was
recorded at 90 mph — as fast as
Allan Donald's quickest deliv-
ery in the first innings. 3

His third ball — which led to
Herschelle Gibbs being caught
at gully — and fifth balls were
recorded at 93mph, equalling a
delivery produced by India's
Javagal Srinath against Aus-
tralia on Friday

The speed gun, perhaps still
in shock, failed to give a time
for the sixth delivery.

Akhtar's secnn? Over con-
lained balls of 94 and 95 mph,
and he matched that top speed
in his next over after Hansie
Cronje was caught at third man
off a top edge off a 92mph effort.

Akhtar's fastest ball ever
timed was 96mph, in Sharjah

v earlier this year.
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From page 16
will try our best and we will come up with good performance,”
Mahmud said.

His view was that team spirit was ‘superb’.

“Everyone knew that this was one of the most important
tournaments, and the whole world was watching us. Everybody
was excited. Everybody knew their job and what they had 1o do,”
he continued.

After the victory against Pakistan Mahmud thought of his
father. elder brother and everyone else, but mostly of his late
mother, :

Mahmud owes his success in cricket to his family. His elder
brother Ashfaq Ahmed Yafee also played for the national team.

"My father was also a sportsman. He played football. My
cricket has come from my family,” he said before departing.

World Cup stats: Played: 5, Runs: 49, HS: 27, Ave: 9.80,
Wickets: 6

Khaled Masud

“There is a great feeling in beating Pakistan, but more so
because we won it in the World Cup, a tournament that is fol-
lowed by every one. We will not get a bigger tournament. I have
played in the tournament and am taking back with us some
achievement. That is my greatest pleasure,” said the wicket-
Keeper batsman.

He considered the tour successful because. participating for

the first time, Bangladesh did well against the counties and won
against Pakistan. -

"My wife (who was on the tour) continuously encouraged me.
Wives never want that the husband should play poorly. They are
always helpful. She is of big support.” Khaled Masud kept on
ullering as his wife urged him to hurry up.

They were rather late in reaching the airport, as they got
stuck somewhere in traffic and were pressed for time:

He was hopeful about the future of Bangladesh cricket and
said he will give his best.

World Cup stats: Played: 5, Runs: 40, HS: 17. Ave: 10

Mohammed Rafique

"I will not give my interview to any journalist. Whatever I
warnt to say, | shall say when | get home. 1 have not set foot on
my homeland as yet, what should 1 say? The tour was fine,”
were the words with which this gifted player declined to talk to
this correspondent despite repeated requests.

World Cup stats: Played: 2, Runs: 6, HS: 6%, Ave: 3, Wickets: 2

Enamul Hoque

“This is our biggest victory. We have beaten a Test count
furdlhe first time in the World Cup,” said the all-rounder wit
pride.

He knew what his future plans were and said firmly, *I have
already announced my retirement from the national team.”
This announcement, he said, was made before the match
against Pakistan.

After beating Pakistan his first thoughts were, “After we did
badly in the Meril Cup, it was said that our team won't be sent to
the World Cuﬁ: that was foremost in my mind."

"My thoughts were also very much with Athar (Bhai) because

he was not in this squad. | remembered Anis: people with whom
I'played in the ICC’, said Enamul pensively.
World Cup stats: Played: 4, Runs: 59, HS: 19, Ave: 19.66.

Wickets- 3.

Pakistani cricket legend Imran Khan arrives at the
Churchil Inter-Continental Hotel in London ysterday
along with wife Jemeima and son Suleiman to attend the
Children’s Charity Fashion Show in the aid of Down
Syndrome Educational Trust. — AFP photo
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Ben vows to
be back

SYDNEY, June 6: Disgraced
sprinter Ben Johnson has
vowed to race at the Sydney
2000 Olympics and says he will
be ready to run 10 seconds flat
in_the 100 matches, reports
AFP, R T S
., The 37-year-old Canadian is
confident an August 16 hearin
by the Intemnationdl Amateu
Athletic Federation (IAAF) will
clear the way for him to com-
pete.

‘1 don't know how the IAAF
will vote. I've got my fingers
crossed and I just hope to God
the wind will blow my way." he
told Sydney's Sunday Tele-
graph,

‘It took me 15 vears to be
world No 1, so 1 am patient
enough to get myself reinstated,
but not that patient because
time is running out on me to
run again.”

Johnson won the 1998 Seoul
Olympic 100 metres in a world
record time of 9.79 seconds but
losi his gold medal and the his-
toric mark three days later
when analysis of his urine
sample showed the anabolic
steroid stanazohol.:

Cronje not
contented
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match itself.

"Pretty even," was Cronje's
verdict on the duel. "Certainly
from a pace point of view 1
think Shoaib won the battle but
from an accuracy point of view
it was pretty even,” he said,

"As Shoaib §ruws older,
more mature an lays maore
he'll learn it's not a.lfahuut fast
Eﬂ'ﬁrling but where you put the

all.

"I felt that someone like
Wagqar (Younis) was really good
in the last two or three overs (of
a one-day match). He never gave
you anything to hit whereas
with Shoaib you feel you can
score off him.”
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