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éamad Azad's
post-wedding

reception

By Staff Correspondent

Fnreiﬁ Minister Abdus
Samad Azad hosted a post-
wedding reception at the MP
hostel yesterday evening.

More than 2000 quests at-
tended the reception which had
all the trappings of a new mar-
riage, including playing of
Shehnai.

It was the second marriage
for both Abdus Samad Azad, 74,
and Nily Khan, 52. Both have
three sons and one daughter
from their previous marriages.
The nuptial knot between the
widower and the widow was tied
Thursday night.

Among the guests who
turned up were Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, ministers, a
number of diplomats. eminent
citizens and some le from
his constituency in Sylhet.

Chief Whip of the Opposition
in the Jatiya Sangsad Khan-
daker Delwar Hussain, former
finance minister Saifur Rah-
man and leaders of some politi-
cal parties were also present.

visibly happy Abdus
Samad Azad posed several
times for photographers with
his 'bride’ and shook hands
with all guests who came across
him,

2000 outlaﬁfs
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chairman, surrendered to the
police with 130 {irearms in
Jhenidah today.

The arms were SLR, sten gun,
riffle. pistol, local gun, shutter
i?,un. plﬁaegun and a number of
ive bullets.

Anwar Hossain Debu of Bi-
plobi Communist Party who
was in hi since 1972 said he
surrendered at the call of the
present government as people's
welfare is not possible with
arms.

Additional IGP Abdur
Rahim Khan said those who
surrendered will be in police
custody and the government is
actively thinking to provide
. them with jobs according to
their qualification.

Director General of NSI
Moshiur Rahman was the chief
guest at the surrender function
organised by Sramajibi Mukti
Andalan on Pagla Kani Road in
the town, :

Those who surrendered in-
cluded chairman of Porahati
Union Parishad in Sadar
thana Shahidul Islam Hiron,
Biplobi Communist Party
leader Anwar Hossain Debu of
Haripur village, Bidhan Bahini
chiei Bidhan, Tipu Bahini chief
Tipu, Gano Fouz leader Sham-
sul Alam Robin of Hatgopalpur
area in Sadar thana, Brinda
Bairagi and Anwar Hossain
Tipu and chief of Galib Bahini
Asadullah Galib of the poura
area. Shariful Islam Sharif of
Kapasik village in Hari-
nakundhu thana. Minto of Go-
lak Nagar village in Shalakupa
thana, chief of Tarek Bahini
Liakat Ali Tarek of Ikra village
in Kotchandpur thana, Pradip
of Shalikha thana and Lalon
Bahini chief Abu Dawood
Lalon of Shatakhali village in
Magura district, Biplobi Com-
munist Party leader of Pangsha
thana and Binoy Krishna of
Sarbahara Party in Rajbari dis-
trict.

BCS examinees
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is on the rise. But the ratio is
still at a tolerable level. In
1985, there was only one appli-
cant for one technical post,
which rose to 14 in 1994,

The report said there is a ray
of hope for technical posts as
the number of vacant posts is
also increasing. In 1995 and 96
the ratio of posts and candi-
dates were 1:10 and 1:7 respec-

tivg}ﬁ.

€ ratio of post and aspi-
rants for the Education cadre in
14th Special BCS examination
in 1992 was 1:8. It rose to 1:14
in the 16th Special BCS exam in
1994.

The PSC report sajd the
number of candidates from
lower-income families getting
Fuvernment cadre jobs fell to
ess than 50 per cent in 1996-97
compared to that in 1990-91
while the wards of higher-in-
cﬂng)ﬂrgruu secured most.

y 12 per cent of the posts
went to wards of guardians
whose yearly income is Tk
25,000 or less in the 18th BCS
as against 25.6 per cent at the
11th BCS.

Biotechnology
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ment.

The decision to set up NBI
has come after another five
years.

Experts were expressing con-
cern for long that Bangladesh
was falling far behind its Asian
neighbours in

hintechnnlu?. ‘starting the

journey much late, we now have

to move faster and faster to

catch up with the latest devel-

opments in the field." one of
em said.

Meanwhile, there is ‘a
worldwide debate over suitabil-
ity of GM food for human con-
sumption,

urces concerned point
out that the US has mapge rgi
markable progress in develop-
ing GM foods over the last one
decade and is now camralgnlng
for further expansion of the sec-
tor in Europe and Asia. :

On other hand. in the UK the
debate over GM foods has now
reached a new height with in-
creasing demands for a five-

year moratorium on consum
tion of GM foods. 3

Court rejects.Manik'é

bail prayer again

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, June 6: The court

today again rejected the bail

rayer of Muhibur Rahman
gﬁanik* MP.

Shah E-Alam Chowdhury,
Additional District & Sessions
Judge, Sunamganj turmed down
the prayer moved in absence of
the District & Sessions Judge,
who is on leave.

Earlier on June 3, the Dis-
trict Judge's court had fixed
June 9 for hearing of the prayer.

But the lawyers while ap-

earing before the Additional

istrict Judﬁe today said, the
MP should be allowed to join
the budget session of the Jatiya
Sangsad for 'national interest’,
The lawyers said the MP is not
an FIR-named accused and the

olice had falsely implicated
Eim in the case. They said. the
police did not take any step af-
ter the MP himself filed a case,
rather they filed another case
after 11 days of the incident,
only to give benefit to his polit-
ical opponents. The lawyers
also alleged that, the police had
been playing against the MP for
long as part of a 'deep-rooted
conspiracy.’

They said, prior to his arrest,
neither CID nor the police took
permission from the Speaker of
Jatiya Sangsad. It is a clear
violation of rule of law as well
as of the privileges given to an
MP. They alleged adding. the so-
called confessional statement
under section 164 by the maid
servant of the MP's house is
fabricated. Arrest of an MP on
the basis of statement of a maicl
who was fired long before the
incident is not at all acceptable,

they viewed.

Advocate Syed Shamsul Is-
lam, Advocate Bazlul Majid
Chowdhury Khashru, Advocate
Rabiul Lais Chowdhury and
Advocate Khairul Kabir Rumen
moved the bail prayer.

The prosecution while op-
posing the bail prayer said the
arrest is fully legal and it was
done after going through all
necessary formalities. The CID
has gathered substantial evi-
dences regarding the bomb
making and the MP's complic-
ity with this, it said adding it
has already been evident that
the people involved with bomb
making were close to the MP
and it was being financed by
himself and done by his own
men. The MP even gave a room
attached to his bedroom for the

i

purpose it pointed out. The CID

also gathered sufficient evi-
dences that the bomb making
was planned for overpowering
the opponents of the MP.

APP Abdur Rahim repre-

senied the prosecution.

Bir Bahadur MP
given status of
dy minister

The government has given
the status of a deputy minister
to the Chairman of Chittagon

Hill Tracts Development Board,
Bir Bahadur MP. an official

handout said in the cily yester-

.day. reports BSS.

During his tenure, Bahadur
will Eﬂjﬂ{ the status as per the
existing law and provisions.

Under-trial MPs

_From Page 1
from a Noagaon constituency,
was arrested last month for his
alleged involvement in the
killing of two local AL leaders.

AL leaders at the meeting re-
acted sharply to the proposal.
There is no scope for such steps
till the cases are settled in
court, they argued.

BNP leaders argued that they
neither demanded release of the
MPs nor bail for them. They
said they just wanted legal ar-
ran%ements to so that the MPs
could represent their elec-
torates during the budget ses-
sion and argued that such ar-
rangements were made for
Jatiya Party chief H M Ershad.

In reply, the Prime Minister
said the BNP should not make
such proposals especially when
the then government of Khaleda
Zia had rejected a similar pro-
posal from Jatiya Party for Er-
shad. Law will take its course as
regards the arrested MPs and
the government has nothing to
do. she said.

During the arguments and
counter arguments, H M Ershad,
who is a member of the JS body.
was seen smiling, meeting
sources told The Daily Star.

The JS body decided that
there would be 4}4') hours' discus-
sion on the national budget.
The Opposition members
demanded that sixty per cent of
the time be allocated for Oppo-
sition MPs. The meeting re-
solved that the Speaker would
divide the time after discus-
sions with Chief Whip of Par-
liament Abul Hasnat Abdullah
and Opposition Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain.
There will be no question-

~answer session between June 10

and 30. On these days, printed
question answers will be tabled
in the House.

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers in the JS body accepted an
Opposition proposal for general
discussion on a few subjects
like law and order, foreign pol-
lcy and water-power-gas crises.

The discussions will. however,
take place after passage of the

bu'itﬁ?t'

easury Bench members
who attended the meeting in-
cluded Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, Finance Minister S8 A
M S Kibria, Commerce Minister
Tofail Ahmed, Home Minister
Mohammad Nasim, PM's Par-
liamentary Affairs Adviser
Suranjit Sengupta, Chief Whip
Abul Hasnat Abdullah and Ra-
hamat Ali,

Besides Badruddoza Chowd-
hury, Opposition Chief Whip
Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
Saifur Rahman and M K Anwar
were present from BNP,

JP Chairman H M Ershad
and Kazi Shamshur Rahman of
Jamaat-e-Islami were also pre-
serit,

4 girls rescued
from city house

Four teenage girls lured into
sex trade were rescued by hu-
man rights activists with the
help of police from a house in
the city’'s Agargaon area yester-
day, reports UNB.

Later, police arrested Anwar
Hossain and his wife Jotsna,
owners of the house, where sex
trade was run.

The girls aged between 16
and 18 were living in the house
of Anwar since the last month.

Police sources said one of the
girls who used to work as maid
in a house in Dhanmondi w
earlier reported missing. e

The girl's mother inforr

Bangladesh Manobadhikar

Bastabayan Sangstha that her
daughter was held by Anwar in
his house. Advocate Elina Khan
of the organisation yesterday
rescued the girls from Anwar's
house with the help of Mo-
hammadpur police.

According to preliminary
investigation. some of girls
admitted that they were
forcibly engaged in sex trade
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to have a taste of the young fruit, now in abundance in

city markets.

—Star photo by A K M Mohsin

yvesterday.-

Munajat being offered after adopting an obituary reference in the Jatiya Sangsad

— PID photo

Boundary
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contemplating a slot in Hansie
Cronje's side, looks the only
bowler likely to pose any
ﬁesﬁrching questions with the
ball. ;

Batting first, Zimbabwe
immediately ran into trouble,
with their most consistent
opener being run out and not be-
ing able to flower (couldn't re-
sist, ignore all those puns).
Johnson played on in unfortu-
nate circumstances, and New
Zealand were on top right away.
A brilliant catch later, Camp-
bell's side were 47 for three in
orily the 11th over. It needed a
captain’s knock to correct mat-
ters and the captain obliged in
the company ol Murray Good-
win. The rains dutifully arrived
or cue again, and rehabilita-
tionn was suspended once again.
These sort of rain 1nterru})-
tions, as any batsman would

| tell ﬁrau, are good for the ulcers.

Both these teams are lying at
the bottom of the totem pole, as
far as the quality of assets on
view in the Super Six, is con-
cerned. The way they strove
manfully to fight the elements,
as well as try and fashion an

outcome of the match in their
favour, boiled down to the most
obvious of intentions. The
name of the game was atirition.

Allot was again the pick of
the New Zealand bowlers. More
than any other bowler in this
competition, he has the knack
for picking up top order bats-
men’s wickets. Yesterday was
no exception either. New
Zealand bowled exceedingly
well to stay on top. Zimbabwe
batted well enough under the
circumstances, to keep their
nose above the water. Barring
the unspeakable, the calcula-
tors. in plain pidgin, it
promised to be an engrossing
day at Headin%ley. It is a tough
arduous climb to the top for
both these teams. The only dif-
ference is that, Zimbabwe is
carrying those extra canisters
of oxygen by virtue of the four
peoints they had remembered to
bring along. New Zealand
needed a performance out of the
ordinary, if they are to main-
tain their reputation as dark
horses.

Considering New Zealand's
blistering start to their innings,
it seemns they are just a tad tired
of Yorkshire pudding. Tt's prob-
ably time o move on.

- S YW T)
Faysal Bank
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matches on Monday.

It was a good'toss to win and
a correct decision to bat on a
bright sunny day. For once the
Pakistani openers did not beat
a hasty retreat but a 56 ball 17
by Wasti was no consolation.
Razzaq is always confident yet
always slow. His 30 runs scored
in as many as 10 overs (60 de-
liveries) put the latter batsmen
in crunch situation and en-
couraged the South African
bowlers a lot. This is not good
for a team that is billed as a
favourite. As usual the rescue
had to be done by Moin Khan
and this plucky little cricketer
did oblige once again. As long as
he was at the crease Pakistan
had a chance of putting up a
reasonable score on the board.
His 56 ball 63 is another testi-
mony to his fighting qualities.
It was quite obvious that the
South Africans had done their
homework and their bowlers
maintained a line outside the
off stump throughout the in-
nings and bowled only 11 wides.
All of them tried to be disci-
R}l%_ln&d without being brilliant.

en pressure builds up bats-
men themselves commit mis-
takes. )

Shoaib Akhter and Azhar
Mahmood bowled beautifully
and the South Africans were
soon on the mat with half the
side gone for 58 runs on hoard.
With the speedgun in place for
the first time in the tourney,
Shoaib was naturally trying to
prove a point, He produced a
maximum speed of 95 miles an
hour which to date is the high-
est by any bowler in this World
Cup.

But Pollock and Kallis went
about the repair ﬂnh stowly and
confidently. Pollock, a good
bat. had to Elay his innings and
Lthis was the right occasion.
These two steadied the boat
Irom which Klusener, partnered
hP( Boucher, could start his on-
slaught. His one chance to
Saeed Anwar for surrender was

b refused by the latter and the

t

Proteas won a very important
match to be at levels with Pak-
istan and Zimbabwe on points.

Once again Pakistan bowlers
have strayed the line offering a
number of senseless deliveries
to the opponents. A liberal dose
of wides and noballs, almost in
all their matches, only inllated
the total of their opponents.
The captain himself is guilty of
such acts. Unless they take it u
seriously and are more carefuf
henceforth they will be up for
trouble.

A very interesting coinci-
dence took place on Saturday.
Almost at the last stages of the
match Klusener objected to
Umpire David Shepherd about
the ball and the umpires con-
sulted between themselves and
changed the ball much to the
dislike of Wasim and Shoaib. A
similar incident took place
when Australia was batting
against Pakistan. On both oc-
casions the batting sides ob-
ected to the soiling of the white

all that led to the visibility
problem in the fading light
which was upheld by the um-
pires. It is the bowler who nor-
mally wants to change the ball
when it loses shape or is dam-
aged. Australia could not save
the match but South Africa won
theirs.

But the crooked suggestion
Tony Greig tried to make on
both occasions was disgusting
and smacked of bad taste, When
the ball is returned to the um-
Fire after every over or at the
all of a wicket or during any
other stoppage of play and when
the TV cameras, sharper than
his eyes, are always focused on
the bowler with the ball, there
is hardly any scope for foul
play. In fact, the reverse swing
with the old ball is no longer
the exclusive trade of Pakistani
bowlers. Quick bowlers of other
teams like India, England and
Australia are already doing
that.

It is people like Tony Greig
who are bringing the game of
cricket to disrepute.

the Gully

e e o .

Walkout over Nasim's speech
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demanded more.

The Speaker then sought co-
n?eratinn from Opposition
Chief Whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain and reguested him to
give names of two members. But
Delwar requested the Speaker

. to allow at least four members.

Al this stage, the Speaker
told the House that if four BNP
lawmakers were allowed to
speak on point of order, he had
to give floor to an equal number
of Treasury Bench members. He
asked Chief Whip of the
sSangsad Abul Hasnat Abdullah

- 1o give him four names from the

. two minutes each

Awami League.
The Speaker then allowed
to all the

| ‘eight members'. But eventually

he allowed six rtiling party MPs

- including the Home Minister to

| Hafizuddin

. iuddin Khan refute
| tion made b

speak.

BNP members Maj (Retd)
Ahmed, Joynal
Abedin Faruque, Mashiur
Rahman and Amanullah Aman
in their speeches strongly con-
demned the 'police action' on
city BNP leader Moni Begum.
parly MPs and journalists on
May 11.

Ruling party members ASM
Firoz, Sheikh Fazlul Karim Se-
lim, Mohammad Shahjahan,
Mustala Rashidi Suja and Waz-
the allega-
BNP lawmakers
and described how Matia

Chowdhury and Advocate Sha-

. hara Khatun were assaulted by

police and police sergeant

Farhad was killed during the
BNP rule.

After this, the Speaker said
“I have ruled out all the points
of order raised as these have not

been points of order. All of

these have already been ex-
punged.”

e disallowed all the points
of order by four BNP lawmakers
who spoke on the stripping of
Moni gegum's saree, Similarly
he disallowed the points of or-

der of five Awami League MPs
who gave counter statements on
BNP's version.

After giving the ruling and
allowing the Home Minister to
give statement, the Speaker
silently left the House giving
the chair to the Deputy Speaker.

As soon as Mohammad
Nasim conclude his speech, the
Deputy Speaker started reading
out the day's business without
looking at and hearing any
side. At this time, Badrudozza
Chowdhury stood up and sought
the floor, but the Chair didn't
look at the Opposition side.

All the Bl&DF members in-
cluding M Saifur Rahman, Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain,
Khandaker Delwar and MK
Anwar then stood up and hit
desks with files and shouted at
the top of their voice as the

Tariqul granted
ad-interim bail

By SC Correspondent

Tariqul Islam, former min-
ister in the BNP government
has been granted ad-interim
anticipatory bail for one month
in Saiful Islam Mukul murder
case. .

Mukul, Editor of the Daily
Runner published from Jessore,
was murdered on August 30 last
year in the district town.

A Division Bench of the High
Court comprising Justice Md
Sirajul Islam and Justice Bijan
Kumar Das yesterday granted
the bail.

The court also directed the
government to show cause as to
why Tariqul Islam should not
be granted anticipatory bail in
the case.

The widow of Mukul, Hafiza
Akhtar, had lodged a case with
Kotwali thana in Jessore on
August 31 without mentioning
any one as accused.

Chair moved on to the day’s
business.

Finally, the Chair allowed
Badruddoza Chowdhury to
speak who then raised the
question how the Home Minis-
ter could make a statement on a
subject already expunged by the
Speaker.

The Deputy Leader of the Op-
osition argued that the
peaker wrongly called the

Home Minister who also spoke
wrongly and urged the Chair
also to expunge his statement.

The Deputy Speaker then
told B Chowdhury that he was
also speaking out of context and
that it would also be expunged.
Chowdhury agreed and said
‘Yes you can expunge my speech
but you must also expunge
Home Minister's statement.”

Al this stage, Leader of the
House Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina entered the House and
took the floor. She made some
observations regarding Nasim's
statement arguing that it was
made under Rule 300 and re-
quested all to go by rules.

Deputy Speaker Abdul
Hamid then said statements of
the members on points of order,
including B Chowdhury's, are
expunged. But that could not
pacify Chowdhury and he led

the walkout.

However, most of the BNP
members were apparently con-
fused about the walkout as B
Chowdhury did not announce
anything, M Saifur Rahman
and some other members re-
turned to the House and sat af-
ter the PM requested them not
to go. But finally all of them
walked out.

Later, B Chowdhury and
other BNP leaders briefed the
press explaining the reason for
their walkout. Prior to the
briefing, a visibly confused Sai-
fur Rahman was heard asking
Chowdhury. "Have you slaged a
walkout? Why have you not in-
formed us?"

Licences of 19 money
changers cancelled

Bangladesh Bank has can-
celled licences of 19 money ex-
changers as they could not start
their business within the stipu-
lated time, reports BSS.

A central bank press release
yesterday advised the public not
to make any deal with those ex-
changers.

The cancelled money ex-
changers are: Premier Ex-
change Centre of 218, Elephant
Road, Dhaka.

National Money Exchange
House of Plot Number 29, Sec-
tor-3, Kushal Central Market,
Uttara, Dhaka.

Star Mnnv:{ Exchange Ltd of
69/2, Palwel Super Market,
Nayapaltan, Dhaka.

Aliur Money Exchange Ltd of
43, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Dhaka.

Cosmos Mone
48, Kazi Nazrul
Dhaka,

Golden Bengal Money Ex-
change Ltd of Hussain Plaza,
Road Number 15, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka.

Galaria Money Exchange Lid
of 11/2, Toyenbee Circular
Road, Motijheel, Dhaka.

Ikono Money Exchange Ltd
of 167/1, DIT Extension Road,
Kakrail, Dhaka.

Shuvo Money Exchange
Company Ltd of 60, Dilkusha
Commercial Area, Dhaka.

Zodiac Money Changing
Company Ltd of Room Number

Garment units
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operation of ten garments fac-
tories for forging fire licence
and BGMEA membership cer-
tificate.

The were caught when they
came with forged documents for
renewal of registration with the
EPB, the source said.

The companies have been

Exchange of
slam Avenue,

served with show cause notices,.

o be replied within seven days.
Their registration with the EPB
will be cancelled if their replies
are not satisfactory, the source
said.

Show cause notices were also
served on another ten garments
manufacturers whose consign-
ments were seized by the %15
Custom Department recently
for allegedly’ providing false
and forged export visas and
gquota documents.

Meanwhile the Bureau of
Anti-Corruption is investigat-
ing such forgery of documents
b% fake garments factories
which has been going on for
years. It have seized files of 39
garments factories for investi-
gation.

Work stoppage
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scl;uad comprising 60 employees
of various professions with the
permission of the Parishad
worked during the stoppage.

The Parishad with about 900
members including nurses,
cleaners, security guards, ayas,
sardars and ward boys called
for the work stoppage pressing
for implementation of their
five-point demand.

The five-point demand in-
cludes disbursement their
salary and other allowances di-
rectly through AGB office, for-
mation of a pension cell in the
hospital, two-day weekly holi-
day. enjoyment of all public
holidays. provision for free
treatment for the staff and their
families, and clothes for the
class four employvees on time,

Leaders and activists of the
Parishad earlier brought out a
procession and held a rally at
the hospital.

“We will not return home
and will go for [resh agitation if
our demands are not met im-
mediately.” said Abul Quashem,
president of the Parishad at the
rally.

"We have been deprived of
our government benefits since
August last year,” he said. '

The leaders accused the au-
thorities concerned of lack of
motivation to implement the
five-point demand.

The employees of the hospi-
tal had earlier staged two con-
secutive work stoppages on May
20 and 31.

June 7 today
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tral office, &

Awami League central lead-
ers will place wreaths at the
portrait of Bangabandhu at
Bangabandhu Bhaban.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will address a public
meeting at -3 pm at BG Press
ground in Tejgaon.

In a message on the occa-
sion, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has urged the country-
men to work together imbued
with the spirit of the historic
June 7 to build a prosperous
Bangladesh.

‘Let's work together to mate-
rialise the dreams of the mar-
tyrs of 7th June." she said.

The Primeé Minister paid
glowing tributes to those who
made their supreme sacrifice on
this day in 1966 in support of
the Six-Point Movement.

“The 7th June is an impor-
tant chapter of the Six-Point
Movement — the milestone for
achieving the independence of
Bengali nation."

11, Darus Salam Market, 14.
Purana Paltan, Dhaka.

Media Money Exchange of
35. HS Suhrawardy Road, Chit-
tagong,

MR Exchange House of Be-
napole Bazar, Benapole, Jes-
sore.

Nur Money Exchange of Be-
napole Land Port.

Janata Money Exchange Ltd
of Dharma Shava Cross Road,
Khulna.

Salora Money Changer Ltd
of 5/H, Darus Salam Road, Mir-
pur-1, Dhaka.

Adorn Money Ch
Kazi Nazrul
Dhaka.

Natara Money Exchange
Company Ltd of 93, Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue, Dhaka.

Transco Money Exchange of
Room Number 3, Hotel Razmoni
Isha Khan International Shop-
ping Cnmé;lex. 89/3, Kakrail,
Dhaka an

Swadesh Money Exchange
Company Ltd of House Number
29, Road Number.4, Dhan-
mondi, Dhaka.

Opposition
to protest
: !
Vajpayee's
VISIt

The Liaison Committee of
the BNP-led Opposition al-
liance at a meeting yesterday
afternoon discussed the course
of action on the national budget
for 1999-2000 and forthcoming
visit of Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee, reports
LINB.

The meeting considered a
number of options, including
street demonstration and har-
tal. to protest probable anti-
people measures in the budget
on June 10 and to express in-
dignation at Vajpayee's June 19
visit. .

Sources close to the meeting
told UNB that a programme
would be finalised after con-
sulting leaders of components
of the four-party alliance.

The liaison committee will
meel again on June 9, the day

before the budget is placed in
Parliament,

JS tidbits -
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the Opposition Khaleda Zia
burst into laughter when a BNP
lawmaker recorded his reaction
about the matter in the proceed-
ings.

"Before [ raise my question I
would like to thank the forei
minister, a man of my grandfa-
ther's age, for getting married
again. His second marriage has
brought an end to his lonely
life,” sald Ruhul Quddus Taluk-
dar. sparking off laughter in the
House.

Hasina whispered something
to Foreign Minister and a
smiling Azad saluted all across
the benches. Khaleda, too, was
seen sharing a smile with
Badrudduza Choudhury, the
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion.

Asked by a beaming Speaker
if he would only thank the el-
derly minister or like to con-
gratulate him. Talukdar said:
“Yes, | also congratulate him,”
regretting that he was not in-
vited to the wedding ceremony.

A delighted Azad then in-
vited all in the House to a post-
marriage ceremony later on the
day at the Parliament audito-
rium.

Later in a stormy House,
Hasina, the Leader of the House,
revived the issue of marriage of
her Cabinet's eldest member in
a bid to stop the angry BNP
lawmakers from staging a
walkout. '

“"Why are you leaving? Don't
ou like to attend Chacha's
meaning Azad who was a close

associate of her father) post-
marriage reception? He has in-
vited you all.” she said jok-
ingly.

But this failed to pacify the
angry Opposition members.

Locking cheerful in a metal-
licrash suitl, the white-bearded
foreign minister came to the
House at 9.40 am, 20 minutes
before the 13th session of the
seventh Parliament began.

No sooner had he taken his
seat next to the prime minis-
ter's, a group of women MPs,
including some of his age,
rushed to him to convey their
greetings. Also came there were
ministers and others. They
shook hands with him and
giving broad smiles to the
newly-wed minister, much to
his embarrassment.

Interesting comments on the
elderly minister's marriage
were also heard in the lobby,
press gallery and the canteen.

Later at the lobby, Khaleda
Zia was all smiles when she was
asked by a group of reporters
whether she had been invited to
Azad’s post-marriage reception
and. if so, whether she would at-
tend it. "Let's see.” she quipped,
confirming the invitation.

Azad married Nili Khan,
widow of a former banker, in a
simple ceremony at his Eskaton
official residence in the city on
Thursday. His first wife, Nu-
runnahar Samad, died nearly
two years ago.
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